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Hadith #21: Say, "I believe in Allah and Remain Steadfast" 



Hadith #21: 

Say, "I believe in Allah and then Stand Firm and 
Steadfast to that" 

On the authority of Abu Amr — and it also said Abu 
Amrah — Sufyaan ibn Abdullah (may Allah be pleased 
with him) who said: I said, "O Messenger of Allah, tell me 
a statement about Islam such that I will not have to ask 
anyone other than you." He answered, "Say, 'I believe in 
Allah,' and then stand firm and steadfast to that." 
(Recorded by Muslim.) 



Selected Vocabulary 

V jS - "a statement, words" 
JU - "I ask" 

- "about it" 
^jiF - "other than you" 
>^>! - "I have believed" 

j»B"l - "being steadfast, upright," see below for complete definition 



Takhreej 

This is an authentic hadith. It was recorded through a number of chains 
from Sufyaan ibn Abdullah. Muslim, Ahmad, ibn Mandah in al-Imaan, ibn 
Hibbaan, al-Baihaqi and others recorded it on the authority of Urwah ibn al- 
Zubair from Sufyaan. Muslim recorded this hadith and noted that the wording 
from Abu Usaamah is, "ask anyone after you," rather than, "ask anyone other 
than you." 1 Furthermore, the wording in some of the published editions of 



1 See al-Nawawi, Sharh Saheeh, vol. 1 , p. 64. This is another example of how careful Imam 
Muslim was when it came to recording the exact words of the different narrators. 
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Sahih Muslim is, {** instead of ^Si^li. In essence, the meaning is the same 
in both of these wordings. 1 

Muhammad ibn Abdul Rahmaan ibn Maaiz 2 also narrated this hadith 
from Sufyaan. His narration has been recorded by al-Tirmidhi, al-Nasaai in al- 
Kubra, ibn Maaj ah, Ahmad, al-Tabaraani, ibn Hibbaan, al-Haakim and others. 

Abdullah ibn Sufyaan al-Thaqafi also narrated this hadith from his 
father Sufyaan. His narration has been recorded by al-Nasaai in al-Kubra, 
Ahmad, al-Daarimi and others. 3 

The reports from Muhammad ibn Abdul Rahmaan and Abdullah ibn 
Sufyaan have additional words that are important. 4 The following are the 
additional words found in the narration from Muhammad but not in the 
narration from Urwah ibn al-Zubair: 

lii Jli jjj *~~a> OllJj i^-li " l Js~ <— \j> ij>j*\ \j> *JJl J j-^j l' 

[Sufyaan then said,] "O Messenger of Allah, what is the thing that you fear 
most for me?" He [the Prophet (peace be upon him)] took hold of his own 
tongue and said, "This." (The meaning of Abdullah ibn Sufyaan's narration is 
virtually the same.) 

General Comments About This Hadith 

This hadith is another instance in which a few words of the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) have expressed the entirety of Islam: Imaan and 
istiqaamah. Islam is based on tauheed and obedience to Allah. Tauheed is 
captured in the belief in Allah and obedience is captured in istiqaamah. 5 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) was asked to state 
something that would be sufficient for the person, such that he would not have 
to ask anyone afterwards, and the Prophet (peace be upon him) gave this reply 
to him. If a person adheres to this hadith properly, he will be applying his Islam 
in a proper manner. 



1 The wording £ seems to be the correct wording. Indeed, it is the wording that is mentioned 
in the commentaries to the hadith, such as those by al-Nawawi, al-Ubayy and al-Sanoosi. 

2 According to ibn Hajr, Muhammad ibn Abdul Rahmaan ibn Maaiz is maqbool. (Ibn Hajr 
records him under Abdul Rahmaan ibn Maaiz, as that is one report as to his name.) In other 
words, if there is supporting evidence for his narration, it is accepted; otherwise, it is not. [See 
ibn Hajr, Taqreeb al-Tahdheeb, p. 597.] It is important to mention this here because he is the 
narrator who narrated the additional words that shall be noted below. However, he has 
corroborating evidence for that narration in the narration from Abdullah ibn Sufyaan. 

3 Cf., ibn Muhammad, pp. 149-150. 

4 In their narratives, they also stated, "Allah is my Lord," instead of, "I have believed in Allah." 

5 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 1 80; al-Qaari, vol. 1, p. 84. 

680 



Hadith #21: Say, "I believe in Allah and Remain Steadfast" 

About the Narrator: Sufyaan ibn Abdullah 

Sufyaan ibn Abdullah al-Thaqafi was a Companion of the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) who came from Taif. He embraced Islam with the 
delegation from Thaqeef. Umar ibn al-Khattaab put him in charge of collecting 
the zakat from the people of Taif. Five hadith have been recorded on his 
authority. This is the only narration from him found in Sahih Muslim. 

"O Messenger of Allah, tell me a statement about Islam such that I will not 
have to ask anyone other than you." 

In this hadith, the person asked the Prophet (peace be upon him) to tell 
him something concise about Islam. It was to be such a comprehensive 
statement that the person would not have to ask anyone after he asked the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) this question. In addition, the statement must be 
so clear that the person would not be in need of getting any further explanation 
after getting the response from the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him). 1 
In other words, both its comprehensiveness and its clarity should be such that 
the person would not be in need of asking anyone other than or after the 
Prophet (peace be upon him). 2 

Obviously, he was not asking about all of the rules and principles of 
Islam. Such cannot be condensed into one statement. However, he was asking 
him for a general principle that could guide him in his Islam. The Prophet 
(peace be upon him) told him a statement that was so comprehensive that it 
summarized his mission of twenty-three years. 3 

He answered, "Say, 'I believe in Allah' ..." 

In his comprehensive response, the Prophet (peace be upon him) told 
him to, "Say..." Here, the point is not simply a statement upon the tongue. It 
can be proven through other evidences 4 that a mere statement with the tongue 
without belief in the heart does not avail a person in any way. Hence, the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) was telling the person, "Say, with true conviction 
and belief in your heart. . ." 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) told him to say, "I believe in Allah." 
In other reports, the wording is, "My Lord is Allah." In other words, the first 
principle or foundation is to have correct belief in Allah, known as tauheed. 
This implies the correct and true belief in Allah. The expression "belief in 
Allah" is one of those expressions that the shareeah has given its own unique 



1 Al-Sindi, Sharh al-Arbaeen, p. 74. 

2 Al-Ubayy, vol. 1, p. 134. 

3 Al-Ubayy, vol. l,p. 134. 

4 This other evidence was discussed under the conditions of the testimony of faith, in the 
commentary to Hadith Number 3. 
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and particular meaning to. 1 The meaning of it is not the same as when, for 
example, the polytheistic Arabs at the time of the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
used to say, "We believe in Allah." Nor is its meaning the same as what many 
people today mean when they say, "We believe in God." 

"and then stand firm and steadfast to that." 

After having the correct belief in Allah, one must remain steadfast in 
that belief. This means, as stated by al-Qaadhi Iyaadh, that one must not swerve 
from that proper belief in any form whatsoever. One must adhere to that belief 
by fulfilling what it obligates and remaining away from what it forbids. One 
must continue in this path until death comes. After stating the above, al-Qaadhi 
Iyaadh stated, "What we have stated is the explanation of most of the 
Companions and those who came after them. It is the correct meaning of the 
hadith, Allah willing." 2 

One must remain steadfast to the belief in Allah and all that it implies. 
This includes remaining steadfast to one's belief in the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) and following his way. It also includes remaining steadfast with respect to 
the prayers, fasts, pilgrimage and so forth. 3 

The Meaning of the Word "then" ( r) 4 

The meaning of the word "then" in this hadith implies that first one 
must have the proper belief in Allah. Without this proper belief, the following 
actions will be of no beneficial consequence. One must first start with this 
essential foundation. This essential foundation, however, must be followed up 
by constancy and steadfastness to the essential foundation itself. 

Both of these are essential and necessary aspects. The proper belief in 
Allah followed by straying from that belief will be of no benefit to the 
individual. Similarly, steadfastness to an incorrect or false belief in Allah will 
also be of no benefit. This is why it is of extreme importance to ensure that 
one's beliefs about Allah and one's imaan are correct. For a person's deeds to 
be accepted by Allah, his imaan must first be sound and correct. 5 

Another interpretation for "then" in this hadith is that it is in reference 
to "rank" or merit. In other words, one starts out with the belief in Allah and 
then one moves on to the higher degree or stage, wherein one has steadfastness 
and constancy in that belief. 6 



The correct and true belief in Allah was discussed in detail in the commentary to Hadith 
Number 2. 

2 Quoted in al-Nawawi, Sharh Saheeh, vol. 1 , p. 64. Cf., al-Ubayy, vol. 1 , p. 1 34. 

3 Ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 2, p. 532. 

4 Again, it seems that the wording found in Sahih Muslim is £ and not fiL-Ai 

5 Cf., ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 2, p. 532. 

6 Al-Ubayy, vol. 1, pp. 134-135, offers both explanations without stating any strong preference 
for either. Ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 2, p. 532, only offers the first explanation. 
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The Implication of the Imperative 

In this hadith, a believing Muslim has come to the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) with the hopes of getting comprehensive and clear guidance. In his 
response, the Prophet (peace be upon him) ordered him to say, "I believe in 
Allah." What is the meaning of this order directed toward someone who was 
already a believer? The scholars have offered two responses to this question. 

The first response is that the Prophet's statement is in the same vein as 
the Quranic verse directed to the believers, 



"O believers! Believe in Allah, and His Messenger, and the Book which He has 
sent down to His Messenger, and the Scripture which He sent down to those 
before" (al-Nisaa 136). This verse is a command to renew and confirm the 
faith that one has already possessed. This is what the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) was telling this Companion in this particular hadith. 

A second explanation is that the Prophet's response was a message to 
every human that the key to salvation in the Hereafter is belief in Allah and 
remaining steadfast in that belief. Hence, the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
simply used that question as a means to express a general instruction for all of 
mankind. With respect to the inquiring Companion, the first part was simply a 
reminder while the second part stressing steadfastness is the message that the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) wanted to convey to him in particular. 1 



The Prophet (peace be upon him) told his Companion, "Say, 'I believe 
in Allah,' and then istaqim." Another way of expressing this in English would 
be, "Say, 'I believe in Allah,' and then have the characteristic of istiqaamah." 

Like the concept of hayaa in the previous hadith, the concept of 
istiqaamah is very important. An in-depth understanding of the concept of 
istiqaamah will lead to a greater understanding of this hadith.. 

Lexically, the supplement to Lane's Lexicon has defined the word 
istiqaam in the following fashion, 

It became right; direct; in a right state; straight; even; tended 
toward the right, or desired, point, or object; had a right 
direction, or tendency; was regular. t3»Jl t*k He 



Personally, this author prefers the first explanation given above, in agreement with ibn 
Uthaimeen. 

1 Cf., al-Baitaar, pp. 132-133. 




The Meaning of Istiqaamah 
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continued in the way of truth, or the right way... He, or it, 
was, or became, right, direct, rightly directed, undeviating, 
straight, or even; and he, or it, stood right, or straight, or erect. 
He went right on, straight on, or undeviatingly... c 1 ^! 
he went on undeviatingly in the way. He went right; pursued a 
right course, acted rightly or justly... 1 

Furthermore, the meaning of the root word for istiqaamah implies 
something that is straight, allowing for no crookedness or swerving. In Surah 
Hud verse 112, the Quran juxtaposes istiqaamah with tughyaan 
tughyaan implies going beyond the proper bounds in any matter. 2 

The word istiqaamah is also derived from the stem qiyaam ((M*). This 
stem implies continuance, guarding over something and constancy. It also 
implies checking into a situation, following up and making sure something is 
right and good. This is the usage of the related term in the verse of the Quran, 

"Men are in charge (qawwaamoori) over women" (al-Nisaa 34). From this root, 
one understands that istiqaamah is not merely the practice of following the 
straight path. Beyond that, it implies the adhering and constant attachment to 
that straight path. One tries to cling to it and stay within its limits at all times, 
to the best of his ability. 3 

A number of definitions for the shareeah understanding of the word 
istiqaamah have been passed on from the early generations of Islam. For 
example, Abu Bakr was quoted as saying that it refers to not associating any 
partner with Allah. In another narration, he stated that it implies that a person 
does not turn to anyone other than Allah. Abu al-Aaliyah stated that it means 
that the person then makes his religion and deeds purely for the sake of Allah. 
Qataada stated that it means that a person remains continual in his obedience to 
Allah. 4 

These statements are different expressions of what istiqaamah entails. 
A good comprehensive definition of istiqaamah is given by ibn Uthaimeen, 
"Istiqaamah is for a person to affirm himself upon the law of Allah in the 
manner that Allah has ordered him, all being preceded by true sincerity and 
purity to Allah." 5 Another good comprehensive definition of istiqaamah is 
given by ibn Rajab, who stated, 

Al-1 stiqaamah is the following of the Straight Path, it is the 
straight and proper religion, without any turning to the right or 



1 Lane, vol. 2, p. 2996. 

2 Ibn al-Qayyim, Madaarij, vol. 2, p. 1 04. 

3 Cf., Salaah al-Tunoobi, "al-1 stiqaamah wa al-Ihsaan min Makaarim al-Akhlaaq fi al-hlaam, 
Majallat al-Buhooth al-Islaamiyyah (No. 22, Rajab-Shawaal 1408 A.H.), pp. 289-290. 

4 Quoted in ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 1, p. 508. 

5 Ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 2, p. 528. 
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left. It encompasses performing all of the acts of obedience, 
both the external and the internal of them. It similarly implies 
abandoning all of the forbidden acts. Therefore, [this advice 
from the Prophet (peace be upon him) to Sufyaan] is advice 
that encompasses all of the features of the religion. 1 

Istiqaamah in the Quran 

In this hadith, the Prophet (peace be upon him) reiterated a message 
that is found in a number of places in the Quran. Indeed, he has reiterated a 
verse that was addressed specifically to him in more than one place in the 
Quran, but its message applies to all Muslims. Allah said to the Prophet, 

"Therefore, stand firm [on the straight path] as you are commanded and those 
who turn in repentance with you. And do not transgress [from that straight 
path], for He sees well all that you do" {Hood 1 1 2). 

Allah also said to the Prophet (peace be upon him), 

"So unto this [religion] invite [the people]. Stand steadfast as you are 
commanded and do not follow their desires" (al-Shoora 15). In this verse, 
remaining steadfast to the path of Allah has been directly juxtaposed with 
following the desires of the People of the Book who strayed from the original 
teachings of their prophets. This implies that following a way other than what 
the Prophet (peace be upon him) brought is the very antithesis of the 
istiqaamah that is ordered in this verse. 

If someone truly seeks to fulfill the requirements of istiqaamah, he 
should turn to the Quran for the Quran has been revealed for that purpose. 
Allah says, 

"It is not except a reminder to the worlds for whoever wills among you to take 
a right course (yastaqeem)" (al-Takweer 27-28). 

In two places in the Quran, Allah has stated the result of the proper 
istiqaamah that the Prophet (peace be upon him) mentioned to Sufyaan in this 
hadith (stating one's belief in Allah and then istiqaamah). Allah says in the 
Quran, 



Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 1, p. 510. Al-Qurtubi and ibn Katheer have also given good 
comprehensive definitions. See Sultaan, p. 1 86. 
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"Verily, those who say, 'Our Lord is Allah [alone],' and stand firm and 
steadfast, on them will descend angels [at the time of their death, saying], 'Fear 
not, nor grieve! But receive the glad tidings of Paradise which you have been 
promised. We have been your friends and protectors in the life of this world 
and are [so] in the Hereafter. Therein you shall have [all] that your souls desire, 
and therein you shall have [all] that you ask. A hospitable gift from [Allah], the 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful'" {Fussilat 30-32). 

The important message of the above verse and this hadith is also 
mentioned in the following verse: 



"Verily, [for] those who say, 'Our Lord is Allah [alone]' and thereafter stand 
firm and steadfast, on them shall be no fear nor shall they grieve. They will be 
the inhabitants of Paradise, abiding therein [forever]. [This is their] 
recompense for what they used to do" (al-Ahqaaf 13-14). 

One can see from this verse that the rewards for those who believe 
properly and then remain steadfast to that belief are many. They include: (1) 
Having the support of the angels in both this life and the Hereafter; (2) At the 
time of death, a harsh and difficult time, angels will come with glad tidings to 
relieve any distress; (3) The person will be led to Paradise wherein he may 
have all that his soul desires; (4) Such people will be in Paradise forever; (5) 
Allah will be pleased with them and will shower them with His blessings. 

One can understand from this how appropriate the Prophet's advice 
was to Sufyaan. What he told him was sufficient to steer him to the path that 
will lead him and everyone who follows it to Paradise. It is the path of true 
belief and istiqaamah. 

The Istiqaamah of the Heart and of the Tongue 

The key to istiqaamah — being upright and steadfast along the Straight 
Path — is soundness of the heart. The heart must be firmly set upon tauheed. It 
must be filled with the fear of Allah, love for Him and awe of Him. If the heart 
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is righteous, then the rest of the body will follow, since its limbs, organs and 
other parts are simply soldiers of what is in the heart. 

Ibn al-Qayyim points out that the heart will not achieve istiqaamah 
until two conditions are met: First, the person must love Allah more than any 
other person or thing that he loves. He says that this is very easy to claim but 
very difficult to put into practice. When a person is tried by Allah, the truth is 
revealed. Many times, it turns out that the person actually loves his desires, his 
parents, his wife, his leader, his shaikh and so on more than he loves Allah. 
When this occurs, istiqaamah will be unachievable as it is the way of Allah to 
test His slaves in this world. The second aspect is for the heart to have a great 
deal of respect for the commands and prohibitions of the shareeah. This great 
deal of respect comes about by showing respect to the One who laid down 
those commands and prohibitions. The person must always keep in mind who 
laid down the laws of the shareeah. When this is deeply rooted in his heart, he 
will then show the proper respect for those laws. If he is, however, neglectful 
of who the Lawgiver is, it becomes easier for his heart to stray. 1 

After the heart, there is one thing that is particularly important for a 
believer to guard over and make sure that it does not stray from what is right. 
This is the tongue. The statements of one's tongue can be very damaging and 
can lead a person away from the proper istiqaamah. Many times, a person may 
not realize the damage that he has done to himself by his own statements. The 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) made this point clear when he said, 

%\^^ JJI 'jf i^ll j^u^Jl 

"A person makes a statement that is pleasing to Allah although he did not give 
it much concern. [Due to it] Allah raises his rank. And a person makes a 
statement that is displeasing to Allah although he did not give it much concern. 
[Due to it], he is flung into the Hell-fire." (Recorded by al-Bukhari.) 
In another hadith, the Prophet (peace be upon him) said, 

^6* t". 9 - • * o'o W l/Cl' . 9 s 9 s 9 ' 

"Whoever guarantees for me what is between his jawbones and what is 
between his legs [that is, whoever can guarantee that his tongue and private 
parts will not be involved in forbidden acts], then I guarantee for him 
Paradise." (Recorded by al-Bukhari.) 



1 Cf., Muhammad ibn al-Qayyim, al-Waabil al-Sayyib min al-Kalam al-Tayyib (Beirut: Daar al- 
Bahaar, 1986), pp. 20-21. 
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The seriousness of the actions of the tongue may be why this hadith 
continues with the Prophet (peace be upon him) warning Sufyaan about the 
dangers of the tongue. Again, the portion of the narration not found in Sahih 
Muslim states, 
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[Sufyan then said,] "O Messenger of Allah, what is the thing that you fear most 
for me?" He [the Prophet (peace be upon him)] took hold of his own tongue 
and said, "This." 

Indeed, in another hadith, from Musnad Ahmad, the Messenger of 
Allah (peace be upon him) is reported to have said, 

"The faith of a person will not be straight and sound until his heart is made 
straight and sound. And his heart will not be straight and sound until his tongue 
is made straight and sound." 1 

The "Challenge" of Istiqaamah 

Istiqaamah is not an easy thing to achieve. Al-Nawawi noted that ibn 
Abbas stated that the verse quoted above from Surah Hood, "Stand firm and 
steadfast as you have been ordered," was the hardest and most difficult verse of 
the Quran on the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him). 2 Furthermore, the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) began to develop a few gray hairs at a fairly 
young age. When asked about that, he responded, 

"I have been made gray by [Surah] Hood and its sister [Surahs]." 3 
Concerning istiqaamah, Fakhr al-Deen al-Raazi stated, 



1 Recorded by Ahmad. According to al-Hilaali, it has a hasan chain. Al-Hilaali stated that he 
replied to all of the doubts concerning this hadith in his footnotes to Ahmad ibn Taimiya's 
Risaalah fi al-Qalb. See al-Hilaali, Edqaadh, p. 3 12. 

2 Quoted in al-Nawawi, Sharh Saheeh, vol. 1, p. 64. 

3 There is some difference of opinion concerning the authenticity of this hadith. Al-Arnaut and 
Baajis conclude that it is authentic and said that they have discussed it in detail in another of their 
works, entitled Musnad Abi Bakr. The scholars state that the reason those surahs affected the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) in such a way is that they are filled with stern warnings and discuss, 
for the most part, the harsh events of the Hereafter, in addition to containing the command for 
istiqaamah in Surah Hood. See al-Arnaut and Baajis' footnotes to ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 1, p. 
510, fh. 1. 
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Istiqaamah is a very difficult matter since it encompasses: (a) 
beliefs, as one must be free of likening Allah to any of His 
creatures or of denying any of His attributes; (b) deeds, as one 
must keep from changing or distorting the deeds in any way; 
and (c ) behavior, as one must avoid the path of exaggeration 
as well as that of lack of action. 1 

Similarly, al-Ghazzaali stated, "Being steadfast along the path in this world is 
as difficult as being steadfast on the path that is over the Hell-fire. Both of 
them are finer than a strand of hair and sharper than a sword." 2 

The proper istiqaamah will only come about when imaan is firmly 
rooted in the heart. As Siddiqi wrote, 

To keep steadfastness in Tauhid is not an ordinary thing. It 
means that the concept of oneness of God has taken its root 
firmly in the minds of men and now no interest, however 
alluring, no pressure, however heavy, can deviate man from the 
right path. It is a test of man's faith in the Lord and is a clear 
proof of the fact that it is not under the influence of a whim or 
wayward emotion that man accepts Tauhid as the guiding 
principle of his life, but he has affirmed it after a careful 
deliberation and fully realizing the heavy responsibilities that 
this affirmation entails. 3 

Complete or perfect istiqaamah — which implies complete devotion to 
tauheed without any shortcomings — may be impossible to achieve. By the 
mercy of Allah, such "perfection" is not what is required of human beings. 
Allah has said in the Quran, 

t^LjffiXi V-3 «$» bf nil p 

' t t £ £ 

"Say: I am but a human being like yourselves. But it has been inspired to me 
that your God is one God. So take the Straight Path to Him (fastaqeemoo lahu) 
and ask for His forgiveness. And woe to the polytheists" (Fussilat 6). Ibn 
Rajab points out that in this verse is a sign that everyone will be deficient in his 
istiqaamah or his taking of the Straight Path to Allah. This is why, immediately 
after giving that command, Allah has ordered that His forgiveness be sought. 



1 Quoted in al-Qaari, vol. 1, p. 85. 

2 Quoted in al-Qaari, vol. 1, p. 85. There is a problem with quoting al-Ghazzaali and others like 
him who were influenced by Sufi thought. The problem is that what they are describing in their 
statements, although they use the same term, may be a different concept than what is mentioned 
in the Quran and sunnah. In this particular case, it seems that al-Ghazzaali was referring to the 
same or something similar to the concept of istiqaamah as discussed in this commentary. 

3 Siddiqi, Sahih, vol. 1, p. 29, fh. 89. 
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His forgiveness is to be sought with respect to one's shortcoming in 
istiqaamah} 

A hadith of the Prophet (peace be upon him) makes this point clearer. 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, 

"O people, you are not able to, or you will not do, all that you are ordered to 
do. But, instead, try to be upright and have glad tidings." 2 

In another hadith in Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim, the 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) stated, 

i ' \-' i " ' 

"Be straight on the path or be close to it." In this hadith, in essence, the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) was saying, "Hit the mark or be close to the mark." What 
the Prophet (peace be upon him) meant by this statement is that a Muslim must 
be in one of two situations for every belief, statement and deed: The first state 
is where the belief, statement or deed is correct and along the Straight Path. 
This is what is meant by "hitting the mark". It is like a person who has taken 
aim at something and has actually hit his target. The second state is where the 
person intends to do what is right and correct but falls a little short. In this 
state, it must have been the case that the person intended and wanted to hit the 
target but he simply missed due to his own inability. This is what is meant by, 
"getting close to the mark". However, at no time would a Muslim intentionally 
not hit the mark or not aim at the mark. The Prophet (peace be upon him) 
mentioned these two cases and these two only, and they are the only acceptable 
cases. 3 

Hence, what is required upon the person is either to be fully following, 
adhering and sticking to the Straight Path or to be doing his best to adhere to 
that Straight Path, although he may fall short of that Straight Path. 

Since a person is bound to fall short of the Straight Path on occasion, 
this further implies that a person's deeds can hardly be sufficient to earn him 
entrance into Paradise. Indeed, it is only by the mercy of Allah that a person 
will be granted entrance into Paradise. The Prophet (peace be upon him) stated 
in the remainder of the hadith just quoted from al-Bukhari and Muslim, 



1 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 1 , p. 510. 

2 Recorded by Abu Dawood. According to al-Albaani, it is hasan. See al-Albaani, Saheeh Sunan 
Abi Dawood, vol. 1, p. 204. 

3 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 1 , p. 5 1 1 . 
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"No one's deeds shall enter him into Paradise." They said, "Not even you, O 
Messenger of Allah?" He answered, "No, not even me, unless Allah covers me 
with grace and mercy. Therefore, hit the mark or be close to the mark." 1 

The Requirements of Istiqaamah 

According to ibn al-Qayyim, proper istiqaamah does not come about 
unless one has met the following six conditions: 2 

(1) Performing the required deeds. 

(2) Exerting oneself to perform those deeds. 

(3) Restricting oneself to what is lawful while performing those deeds. 

(4) Acting on the basis of knowledge. 

(5) Singling out Allah alone with respect to one's intention; in other 
words, one must have purity or ikhlaas in one's action. 

(6) Performing the deeds in the manner that they have been ordered; in 
other words, one must perform the deeds in accordance with the sunnah of the 
Prophet (peace be upon him). 

Ibn al-Qayyim states that if any of these requirements are missing, one 
is either totally or partially lacking in istiqaamah. 

What conditions (2) and (3) imply is that a person must make sure that 
his actions are within the proper bounds. He must neither be too lackadaisical, 
not performing the proper amount and quality of a deed, not should he go to the 
opposite extreme of overzealousness or exaggeration. 3 

The person must consider the sunnah of the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) as the supreme example. He must realize that there is no good in going 
beyond the sunnah and there is great harm in falling short of the sunnah. This is 
a very important point. If one is ignorant of this point, he has opened the door 
for Satan to mislead him. 

It is stated that Satan smells the heart of the believer and then tries him. 
One of the early scholars stated that for every deed, Satan has two forms of evil 



1 One's deeds are a "cause" for entering Paradise, as is clear in Al-Nahl verse 97. In other words, 
one will be rewarded Paradise because of one's deeds. However, at the same time, one's deeds 
are not deserving a reward as great and wonderful as that of Paradise. Hence, by one's deeds 
alone, one would not achieve Paradise if the reward were a comparable exchange. Instead, it is 
only by Allah's mercy that such a reward has been given for the deeds of this world that are filled 
with shortcomings and errors. This is all part of the great mercy of Allah, the All-Merciful. Cf ., 
ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 2, p. 534. 

2 Cf, ibn al-Qayyim, Madaarij, vol. 2, pp. 107-108. 

3 For more on this point, see Ahmad al-Daryuwaish, al-Istiqaamah: Arkaanaha wa al-Wasaail 
al-Mayinah ala Tatbeeqaha (Riyadh: Dar Balansiyyah, 1417 A.H.), pp. 31-37. 
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incitement. Either he will encourage him to be lazy or he will encourage him to 
go beyond the limits. Satan does not care which approach is effective. This is 
because if he is successful in either approach, he has gained a victory, as he has 
misled the person from the sunnah. 

If Satan finds a person very keen on following the sunnah, he will 
encourage him to go beyond what is considered a proper following of the 
sunnah. He will do things that the Prophet (peace be upon him) himself 
actually did not do while, all along, he will think that what he is doing is 
simply more of something good. He says to himself, "This is a good deed and 
an act of obedience. Therefore, more of it or a stricter approach to it must be an 
even better deed and also an act of obedience." By this means, Satan has been 
able to mislead many. This is what has led to many of the innovations in acts of 
worship, especially dhikr or words of remembrance of Allah. One goes beyond 
what the Prophet (peace be upon him) established and says some words, for 
example, one thousand times or until he becomes completely engrossed in 
those words, thinking that he is becoming one with Allah through such 
meditation and chanting. 

Instead, the person should ask himself, "If the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) did not go to this extreme and he is the excellent example, isn't this is a 
sign that this extreme actually is not something good but, instead, must be 
something harmful?" This is why the early scholars stated that not performing 
as many deeds but performing what is found in the sunnah is better than over- 
exerting oneself in deeds that are innovations and not found in the sunnah. 

This aspect has been aptly summarized by the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) when he said to a group of people who felt that the Prophet's practice was 
not sufficient for them, 

"Every deed has its period of high emotion and zealousness. And every such 
feeling has its time of cooling down. That latter time is either toward the 
sunnah or toward innovation. If the person's time of this nature is toward the 
sunnah, he is rightly guided. And if his time of this nature is toward other than 
that, he is destroyed." 1 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said, 



Recorded by ibn Hibbaan and others. According to both al-Amaoot and al-Albaani, it is sahih. 
See al-Amaoot's footnotes to al-Faarisi, vol. 1, p. 188; al-Albaani, Saheeh al-Jaami, vol. 1, p. 
431. 
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"Stay away from exaggeration [and overzealousness] in the religion. Verily, 
exaggeration in the religion only destroyed those before you." 1 

On the other hand, if Satan finds a person to be lackadaisical, lazy or 
weak-willed, he will try to lead him to the opposite extreme. He will show him 
every excuse and permission from the shareeah, so the person will not perform 
many of the deeds that he is supposed to perform. He may abandon the prayers 
on the basis that not praying is not tantamount to disbelief. A woman may not 
wear the hijaab claiming that it is only recommended or that modesty is what is 
required and not some specific dress. Indeed, a person may even take interest 
claiming that it is difficult to avoid and, therefore, the shareeah must allow it. 

The Means to Istiqaamah 

There are many forces and pressures upon a person that attempt to 
drive him away from the path of istiqaamah. Satan and his allies will do their 
utmost to make believers stray from the Straight Path. Therefore, before 
concluding the discussion of this hadith concerning istiqaamah, some of the 
ways and means that help a person remain along the Straight Path should be 
mentioned. 

Briefly stated, the following, Allah willing, are very beneficial to keep 
a person along the Straight Path: 2 

(1) Turning to the Quran, reading it attentively and benefiting from its 
teachings: Reading the Quran strengthens a person's imaan, reminds him of 
Allah and of the Hereafter. It reminds him of his real purpose in life and the 
fleeting nature of this world. All of these aspects are very important in helping 
a person stay along the Straight Path. They will make the person realize that 
there is nothing in this world that is so desirable or necessary that one should 
risk straying from the Straight Path. Furthermore, reading the Quran will show 
the person what the Straight Path actually is so that he may avoid swerving by 
avoiding innovations, heresies and incorrect beliefs or practices. 

(2) Continually checking oneself and reviewing one's deeds: Allah has 
said in the Quran, 
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1 Recorded by Ahmad, al-Nasaai, ibn Maajah and al-Haakim. According to al-Albaani, it is 
sahih. See al-Albaani, Saheeh al-Jaami, vol. 1, p. 522. 

2 For more details, one may consult Muhammad Saalih al-Munajjid, Wasaail al-Thibaat ala 
Deen Allah (Riyadh: Daar al-Watn, 1411 A.H.), passim; Abdullah al-Jarallah, Al-Istiqaamah 
(Makkah: Daar al-Thiqah, 1410 A.H.), pp. 35-42. 
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"O believers! Fear Allah and keep your duty to Him. And let every person look 
to what he has sent forth for the morrow, and fear Allah. Verily, Allah is All- 
Aware of what you do" {al-Hashr 1 8). It has also been reported that Umar ibn 
al-Khattaab stated, "Reckon yourself before you are reckoned and weigh 
yourself before you are weighed." 

(3) Striving to improve oneself: Everyone should keep in mind that his 
deeds are not sufficient for the reward of Paradise in the Hereafter. In addition 
to performing the proper deeds, the person must strive after Allah's mercy and 
grace. If this idea is firm in a person's mind, he will not be content with the 
deeds that he is performing. Instead, he will always seek to do even better, 
especially better in quality and with respect to sincere intention. 

(4) Sincerely supplicating to Allah: For example, when the person 
says, "Guide us to the Straight Path," in every rakah of his prayers, he should 
mean that sincerely. He should think about what he is saying and ask for it with 
full conviction and hope. 

(5) Acquiring sound Islamic knowledge: This is one of the keys to 
avoiding innovations and straying from the Straight Path. It is only through 
sound Islamic knowledge that one can first recognize the Straight Path that he 
is trying to adhere to from all of the other paths. 

(6) Studying and following the examples of the earlier prophets: Satan 
tried his best to make the prophets stray from their mission. Allah has shown 
their examples in the Quran and how they responded. This should make the 
heart of the believer firmer in belief and make it easier for him to adhere to the 
Straight Path. Allah has said, 
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"And all that we relate to you of the news of the messengers is in order that We 
may make strong and firm your heart thereby. And in this has come to you the 
Truth, as well as an admonition and a reminder for the believers" (Hood 120). 

(7) Sticking to the Islamic Community and associating with pious 
people: The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, 



"You must stick to the congregation for the wolf eats the sheep that is off by 



1 Recorded by Ahmad, al-Nasaai and Abu Dawood. According to al-Albaani, it is hasan. See al- 
Albaani, Saheeh al-Jaami, vol. 2, p. 994. In Sunan al-Nasaai, one of the narrators, al-Saaib, 
stated that "the congregation" here means the congregation in prayer. However, there are other 
hadith of a general nature that make it clear that the point established in this hadith is not simply 





itself. 



„1 
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(8) Thinking about the Hereafter with its pleasures and punishment and 
remembering death often: When one thinks about the Hereafter and remembers 
death, one puts this world in its prosper perspective. Again, the result of this 
should be that the person will realize that there is nothing here of importance in 
comparison to remaining steadfast and adhering to the Straight Path. 

One should also be aware of the environment he is surrounded by and 
how its different components affect his ability to stay along the Straight Path. 
There are many different atmospheres that encourage a person and help him 
stay along the straight path. However, many times one is surrounded by — even 
bombarded by — influences that call him to stray from the Straight Path. 
Sometimes the person himself does not realize what all of these influences are 
and then he cannot understand why he is finding it so difficult to abide by the 
shareeah in his life. In his work on istiqaamah, al-Daryuwaish highlighted the 
importance of the following different environmental influences in one's life: 
(1) one's house and family, (2) one's school, (3) the mosque, (4) the society 
as a whole and, finally, (5) the surrounding media in all its forms. 1 One's 
workplace should also be added to those environments al-Daryuwaish 
mentioned. Every Muslim should think about these influences in his particular 
life. He should try to find the positive influences and frequent them most often. 
He should identify the negative influences and do his best to remain away from 
them. In this way, he will be helping himself, by the will of Allah, fulfill this 
important condition of istiqaamah. 

Other Points Related to This Hadith 

• Those who follow innovations and heresies have failed in the obligation of 
istiqaamah. Istiqaamah implies being upright along the Straight Path. 
Those who follow innovations have chosen to swerve from that path to 
other ways. They may, thereby, be robbing themselves of the rewards and 
benefits of istiqaamah. 

• Al-Ghazzaali stated that the importance and need for istiqaamah is so great 
that Allah has ordered His servants to recite Surah al-Fatiha in every 
rakah of their prayers. That Surah contains a supplication which is, in 
essence, a prayer for istiqaamah or continual guidance to the straight path. 

• Since a person, in general, does not achieve full istiqaamah and since no 
one's deeds are sufficient to enter one into Paradise, no one should be so 
full of himself and think himself to be something great. Instead, he should 
be humble toward Allah, recognize his shortcomings and ask Allah to 
forgive him. 3 



in reference to congregational prayer but remaining attached to the Islamic community as a 

whole. Allah knows best. 

' See al-Daryuwaish, pp. 61-96. 

2 Quoted in al-Qaari, vol. 1, p. 85. 

3 A1-Qaari, vol. 1, p. 85. 
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• One can see from this hadith and many others that the Companions were 
very fond of attaining beneficial knowledge. Ibn Uthaimin states that if one 
studies their example one will find that they did not ignore any matter that 
they needed for their religion or worldly life except that they would seek 
such information. 1 They also were not ones to go into long, theoretical 
discussions. They sought teachings that were clear and comprehensive that 
they could apply and live by in their lives. 2 

Summary of the Hadith 

• All of Islam is encompassed in two aspects: (1) the correct belief in Allah, 
and (2) remaining firm and steadfast in that correct belief until death. 



1 Ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 2, p. 535. 

2 Al-Baitaar, p. 134. 
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Hadith #22: 
"Tell Me If I were to Perform..." 
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On the authority of Abu Abdullah Jaabir ibn Abdullah 
(may Allah be pleased with both of them) who said: A man 
asked the Messenger of Allah (blessings of Allah and peace 
be upon him), "Tell me if I were to perform the obligatory 
[prayers), fast Ramadhaan, treat the lawful as permissible 
and treat the forbidden as prohibited, and I do not add 
anything to that, would I enter Paradise?" He [the Prophet 
(peace be upon him)) answered, "Yes." 
(Recorded by Muslim.) 

The meaning of "treat the forbidden as prohibited," is to 
stay away from it. And the meaning of "treat the lawful as 
permissible" is to perform them believing that they are 
permissible. 1 



1 This is one of the few comments that al-Nawawi (may Allah have mercy on him) added after 
quoting a hadith. Some of the Arabic publications and other translations do not make mention of 
this passage but it does form part of the body of al-Nawawi's Forty Hadith. Perhaps the reason 
al-Nawawi felt compelled to comment on this hadith is that the literal meaning of what the person 
said is not acceptable. What he literally said is, "I permit the permissible. . ." Obviously, this right 
belongs to Allah and Allah alone. Hence, al-Nawawi felt it necessary to comment directly on that 
point. Allah knows best. Cf, Abdul Majeed al-Sharnoobi al-Azhari, Al-Arbaeen Hadeethan al- 
Nawawiyah (Beirut: al-Maktabah al-Thiqaafiyah, n.d.), p. 47. 
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Selected Vocabulary 

^4 J - "do you think that, what do you think, what is your opinion of," many 

commentators pointed out that here the implication is, "tell me." 
li] - "if 

n - "I prayed" 

ujbj3i»l( . "the prescribed, obligatory," al-Nawawi records only, "Pray the obligatory," 
while in Sahih Muslim, one narration explicitly mentions "obligatory prayers". 

- "I fasted" 

- lit., "I make permissible" 

- negation in past tense, such as, "did not" 
Jj! - "increase, add" 

(*J - "yes" 

J>** - "the meaning of 



Takhreej 

This hadith was recorded by Muslim with the chain of Abu al-Zubair 
on the authority of Jaabir. 1 In that narration, the questioner says at the end, "By 
Allah, I will not add anything to it." 

It was also recorded by Muslim, Ahmad, al-Baihaqi and others from al- 
Amash on the authority of Abu Sufyaan from Jaabir. In that narration, it 
explicitly mentions that the person who posed the question to the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) was al-Numaan ibn Qauqal (may Allah be pleased with 
him). 2 

Muslim also recorded one more rendition of the chain which has al- 
Amash narrating it from both Abu Saalih and Abu Sufyaan. 3 



General Comments About This Hadith 

One very important aspect of this hadith is that the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) is answering a question about whether some deeds will lead a person 
to Paradise. This, in itself, gives this hadith great weight. Furthermore, the 
question encompasses virtually all of Islam since the questioner stated the 
proper attitude toward the permissible and the forbidden. 



This is one of the chains for which Imam Muslim has been criticized. In general, those 
criticisms have been answered. In any case, the criticisms are not valid with respect to this hadith 
since Imam Muslim also recorded corroborating chains for the hadith. 

2 One may get the impression from the question that it looks like it is coming from a person who 
seeks to know the minimum he has to perform to enter Paradise and he is not willing to do more 
than that. It should be noted, however, that the questioner, al-Numaan, participated in the Battle 
of Badr (whose attendance was not obligatory) and he died as a martyr in the Battle of Uhud. (Al- 
Bugha and Mistu, p. 148.) 

3 Cf., ibn Muhammad, p. 152. 
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About the Narrator: Jaabir ibn Abdullah al-Ansaari 

Jaabir ibn Abdullah was Jaabir ibn Abdullah ibn Amr al-Ansaari al- 
Khazraji al-Salami, from the Madinan tribe of Khazraj. He was one of the 
Ansaar of Madinah who welcomed the Emigrants from Makkah. Jaabir 's father 
was also a Companion. His father witnessed the Oath of Allegiance to the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) and died as a martyr during the Battle of Uhud. 
Jaabir's mother was also a Companion of the Prophet (peace be upon him). 

Jaabir himself witnessed the Second Oath of Allegiance of Uqbah with 
his father, although he was quite young at the time. His father did not allow 
him to participate in the Battles of Badr or Uhud, presumably due to his youth. 
Actually, it seems that he was present at the Battle of Badr but he did not take 
part in the fighting. After the Battle of Uhud, he fought in all of the battles of 
the Prophet (peace be upon him). 

He lived for sometime in Greater Syria and Egypt. However, he later 
returned to Madinah and lived there until his death. 

He was one of the Companions who lived for quite some time after the 
death of the Prophet (peace be upon him). Hence, he became a very important 
source of information concerning the Prophet (peace be upon him) for the later 
generation of Followers. 

Late in his life, he lost his eyesight. He died in Madinah around the 
year 94 A.H., although some reports state the year as 73 A.H. Some say that he 
was the last of the Companions to die in Madinah. 

Some 1 540 hadith have been recorded on his authority. Fifty-eight such 
hadith may be found in both Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim. Al-Bukhari 
has an additional 28 hadith from Jaabir while Muslim recorded an additional 
126 hadith. 

"Tell me if I were to perform the obligatory [prayers], fast Ramadhaan..." 

The questioner explicitly mentioned the prayers and the fast. This is a 
sign of the emphasis that the believers gave these two acts. According to some, 
that is why he did not mention any other obligatory deeds but specifically 
mentioned these two acts. 1 However, these question of why only those two 
were mentioned deserves more inspection. 

Why Weren't the Pilgrimage and Zakat Also Mentioned? 

In this hadith, the questioner only mentioned the prayers and fasting 
the month of Ramadhaan. He did not mention the pilgrimage and zakat. This 
could have been for one of two reasons. First, these two acts may not have been 
obligatory at the time that the person asked this question to the Prophet (peace 



1 Al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 153. 
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be upon him). Second, it could have been the case that these two acts were not 
relevant to the questioner. 1 In other words, these two both require wealth and 
the questioner may not have been a person of wealth and, hence, these were not 
obligatory upon him. 

The correct interpretation may be a combination of those two. It is 
established that the questioner died as a martyr in the Battle of Uhud. By that 
time, the obligation to perform the pilgrimage had not yet been revealed. Thus, 
there was an obvious reason why he did not ask about the pilgrimage. On the 
other hand, it is possible that the obligation of zakat or some form of it had 
already been established. 2 If he were not a person of wealth, again, that 
obligation would not have been relevant to him and that is why he did not 
mention it in his question. Allah knows best. 

"treat the lawful as permissible and treat the forbidden as prohibited" 

In the text of the Forty Hadith, al-Nawawi included his own comment 
as to the meaning of this passage, as reproduced above. He stated, "The 
meaning of 'treat the forbidden as prohibited,' is to stay away from it. And the 
meaning of 'treat the lawful as permissible' is to perform them believing that 
they are permissible." The latter portion of this statement implies that a person 
does the permissible deeds only. In this sense, the "permissible deeds" are 
inclusive of what is obligatory, recommended and permitted. Hence, one 
performs these deeds and does not go beyond them to what is forbidden. 

Ibn Rajab points out that some of the other commentators state that the 
meaning of this phrase is to treat the lawful as permissible by simply believing 
that it is permissible and to treat the forbidden as prohibited by believing it is 
forbidden and staying away from it. 3 

The difference between this and the previous interpretation is that here 
there is no mention of performing the lawful since oft-times the lawful is 
simply permitted or recommended, and it is not essential that a person actually 
perform them. Thus, it is sufficient that one believes in their permissibility with 
no need to perform them. 4 At the same time, though, one must actually perform 
the obligatory deeds as is clearly proven in many other hadith and Quranic 
verses. 5 



1 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 182. 

2 For more information on the history of the legislation of zakat, see Sulaimaan al-Husain, Al- 
Maal fi al-Quran al-Kareem (Riyadh: Daar al-Miraaj al-Dauliyah, 1995), pp. 292-304. 

3 Cf., ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 1, p. 513. 

4 Cf ., ibn al-Salaah, Siyaanah, p. 1 44. 

5 Such is actually included in the statement of this hadith. "Treating the prohibited as forbidden" 
implies performing the obligatory deeds. This is because it is forbidden not to perform the 
obligatory deeds. If a person is truly remaining away from what is forbidden, then he must, by 
necessity, be performing the obligatory deeds, for not performing them is part of what is 
forbidden. 



700 



Hadith #22: "Tell Me if I Were to Perform..." 



The difference between the two interpretations is not of great 
significance. However, the latter interpretation is more exacting and proper 
since it is definitely not necessary that one perform all the permissible deeds. 
One must, however, believe in their permissibility. Indeed, it is a great sin to 
"forbid" something that Allah has made permissible. Allah says in the Quran, 



"O believers! Make not unlawful the good and pure things which Allah has 
made lawful to you, and transgress not. Verily, Allah does not like the 
transgressors" {al-Maaidah 87). Both forbidding what Allah has allowed and 
allowing what Allah has forbidden are great sins and go against the steps that 
lead one to Paradise, as implied in this hadith. 

Treating as permissible what Allah allows and treating as prohibited 
what Allah has forbidden is considered the correct way of "reading the Quran". 
Allah says in the Quran, 

j^j ^ 0>^>i ^t^J 1 iaJjMj Ai_^_> ^_Jj6oi ^ f u T U ( y.JJ\ 



"Those to whom We have given the Book 'recite it as it should be recited'. 
They are the ones that believe in it. As for those who disbelieve in it, they are 
the losers" {al-Baqara 121). The phrase, "recite it as it should be recited," has 
been interpreted by ibn Masood, ibn Abbaas and others to mean that they 
permit what it permits, forbid what it forbids and do not distort its meanings 
from their proper implications. 1 

A Muslim must believe in the permissibility of whatever Allah has 
allowed. He must also believe in the prohibition of whatever Allah has 
forbidden. These are essential aspects of the religion of Islam. If a person 
knowingly does not meet these conditions, he falls outside of the fold of Islam. 
If Allah has forbidden an act and the person believes it is permissible or should 
be considered permissible, he becomes a unbeliever even if he does not 
perform that act. On the other hand, if a person recognizes that the act is 
forbidden but he performs it anyway he is a sinner but, in general, he does not 
fall outside of the fold of Islam because he is not negating a basic principle of 
the faith. 2 



1 Quoted in ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 1, p. 513. 

2 Cf., Sultaan, p. 192. 
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"And I do not add anything to that" 

This portion of the hadith has been interpreted in different ways. Al- 
Ubayy mentions that the reason the man said, "And I do not add anything to 
that," was because he was new to Islam and, therefore, he did not have the love 
and desire to perform additional, voluntary acts. Therefore, the Prophet (peace 
be upon him) answered him in such a way that he would know that he should 
perform the obligatory acts. After he becomes accustomed to Islam and loves 
it, he would then perform the voluntary deeds on his own. 1 However, there 
does not seem to be any strong evidence for this view. 

Al-Ubayy offers a second explanation also. He said that it implies that 
the man was not going to perform voluntary acts of prayer or fasting. He said 
the reason was that the man was too busy in performing acts like jihad and 
other praiseworthy deeds. 2 It is established that the questioner was one who 
participated in jihad; indeed, he even died as a martyr. Once again, though, 
there is nothing that lends itself to this interpretation. 

The Status of Voluntary and Recommended Deeds 

This hadith clearly implies that performing voluntary or recommended 
deeds is not necessary for entering Paradise. Indeed, by definition, such deeds 
are not obligatory and, therefore, a person is not sinful if he does not perform 
them. 

A person does not have to perform the voluntary or recommended 
deeds. As long as he is performing the obligatory deeds and remaining away 
from the forbidden acts, he is fulfilling the necessary requirements of his 
religion. 

However, if a person truly wishes to get closer to Allah and earn 
Allah's pleasure, he will not neglect the voluntary and recommended deeds. 
There is a great reward for their performance but a more important aspect is 
that they complete the performance and reward of the obligatory deeds. Most 
people will have some sort of shortcoming in their obligatory deeds. The 
voluntary deeds will make up for any deficiencies in the obligatory deeds. 
Hence, in general, it is discouraged for one not to do the voluntary deeds 
unless the quality of one's obligatory deeds is excellent. 

Furthermore, if a person does not perform the sunnah acts out of 
disdain or dislike for the sunnah, then he is no longer one who simply does not 
perform such deeds. In this case, he will be considered an unbeliever because 
of his attitude toward the deeds recommended by the shareeah. 



1 Al-Ubayy, vol. 1, p. 85. Ibn Daqeeq al-Eid (Sharh, p. 60), al-Haitami, (Fath, p. 182), al-Bugha 
and Mistu (p. 155), Sultaan (p. 194) and Al-Azhari (p. 47) all offer the same explanation. None 
of them, though, offer any strong proof for that supposition. 

2 Al-Ubayy, vol. l,p. 85. 
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In addition, when a person continually avoids the recommended deeds 
in a general sense, it demonstrates his lack of concern for the religion. He will 
be losing a great deal of reward and a great opportunity to get even closer to 
Allah. For this reason, some scholars would not accept the testimony of a 
person who is known not to perform the sunnah or recommended acts. 
Although they are not doing something considered strictly forbidden, they are 
demonstrating a lack of religiousness. 1 

Al-Bugha and Mistu further point out that the Companions were very 
anxious to get as close as possible to Allah and to please Him in every way. In 
general, they used to perform all of the acts that they witnessed their example, 
the Prophet (peace be upon him), performing. They did not really distinguish 
between obligatory and voluntary acts. They would perform them all as part of 
the overall behavior of the Muslims. It was only among the later generations 
that the jurists concentrated on distinguishing what was obligatory from what 
was voluntary. 2 Ibn Daqeeq al-Eid points out that this differentiation was 
needed because people were not performing all of the acts as the early 
generations did. Hence, the general people had to know what acts they could 
not neglect and what acts they could neglect without sin. 3 

Al-Bugha and Mistu state that if a community as a whole agrees upon 
abandoning a sunnah or recommended act, then they should be fought until 
they perform that act. This is because their behavior shows that they are willing 
to turn away from the way of the Prophet (peace be upon him). 4 

But, based on this hadith, al-Haitami argues against that opinion. He 
says that those who claimed that such people must be fought must provide 
evidence for their opinion. Among the evidence they provide is that the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) would wait to hear the call to prayer in the morning before 
he would attack a city. If he heard the call to prayer, he would not attack the 
city. If he did not hear it, he would attack the city. The argument here is that 
the call to prayer is a sunnah act, they claim, and is not obligatory. Al-Haitami 
answers this claim by saying that the Prophet (peace be upon him) did not 
refrain from attacking them simply because they performed a sunnah act but 
because that was a clear sign that they were Muslims. 5 

"Would I enter Paradise?" He [the Prophet (peace be upon him)] answered, 

"Yes." 

Ibn Rajab states that this hadith indicates that if a person performs the 
obligatory deeds and remains away from the forbidden ones, he will enter 



1 Al-Bugha and Mistu, pp. 156-157. Also see ibn Daqeeq al-Eid, Sharh, pp. 59-60; al-Haitami, 
Fath, p. 182. 

2 Al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 1 57. 

3 Ibn Daqeeq al-Eid, Sharh, p. 60. 

4 Al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 156. Also see ibn Daqeeq al-Eid, Sharh, p. 60. 

5 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 182. 
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Paradise. He states that there are numerous hadith that indicate this; indeed, 
they are mutawaatir. Here are a couple of the numerous hadith he presents: 1 

J*' J* J Ji °* J* r^J Up aUI JZ* JIB Jj Ui Ui ^ 

On the authority of Abu Huraira: A bedouin came to the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) and said, "Point me to deeds that if I were to perform them, I would 
enter Paradise." The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, "Worship Allah and do 
not associate anything with Him, establish the obligatory prayer, give the zakat 
and fast Ramadhaan." The man said, "By the One in whose hand is my soul, I 
will not add anything to this." When he had turned away, the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) said, "If it pleases someone to see a person from Paradise, he should 
look at that man." (Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.) 

In another hadith, the Prophet (peace be upon him) explicitly 
mentioned that only if the person were true to his words of fulfilling these 
conditions would he then enter Paradise. Al-Bukhari records a similar hadith 
with another bedouin, who also said he would do what is required and not add 
anything to it, and the Prophet (peace be upon him) said at the end, 

"He will enter Paradise if he is truthful to his word." 

Ibn Rajab points out that although those deeds lead one to enter 
Paradise, at the same time, one may be performing deeds that are preventive 
factors and will keep one from entering Paradise. Ibn Rajab then quotes the 
following hadith: 

k Vi Si) Si if ojl^ &i SjLj i* jui jJLj Up iiii ju yj3i J\ >j 



1 Cf., ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 1, pp. 514-518. 
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A man came to the Prophet (peace be upon him) and said, "O Messenger of 
Allah, I bore witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah and that 
you are the Messenger of Allah, I prayed the five [daily] prayers, I paid the 
zakat on my wealth and I fasted the month of Ramadhaan." The Messenger of 
Allah (peace be upon him) said, "The one who dies upon those [acts] shall be 
with the prophets, sincere and martyrs like this on the Day of Resurrection- and 
he raised his fingers together- as long as he did not disobey his parents." 1 

Ibn Rajab then points out that all of the hadith of the nature, "Whoever 
does such and such will enter Paradise," are to be understood in this nature. In 
other words, the person who does those acts will enter Paradise as long as he 
does not also perform some other acts that prevent his entrance into Paradise. 
All of the necessary conditions must be met for entrance into Paradise and all 
of the preventive factors must be removed. 

He points out that there are many hadith that indicate that particular 
acts may keep one from entering Paradise. For example, he quoted the 
following hadith, 

"The one who has even the slightest amount of arrogance in his heart will not 
enter Paradise." (Recorded by Muslim.) 2 

As was discussed in the commentary to Hadith Number 3, even the 
testimony of faith has certain conditions that must be met. If a person makes 
the testimony of faith but then follows it up with deeds that reduce its effect, he 
may not enter Paradise without first being punished in the Hell-fire. The 
Follower al-Hasan al-Basri once said, "[The statement that] there is none 
worthy of worship except Allah has conditions to it. Therefore, beware of 
slandering innocent, believing women." 3 



1 According to ibn Rajab and ibn Katheer, this hadith was recorded by Ahmad. However, it does 
not seem to be in the published editions of Musnad Ahmad. The hadith is also recorded by ibn 
Khuzaima, ibn Hibbaan and al-Bazzaar with a sahih chain. See al-Hilaali, Eeqaadh, pp. 318-319. 

2 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 1 , pp. 519-521. These types of hadith are also sometimes misunderstood. 
They do not necessarily mean that the person will never enter Paradise. That would be the case 
only for those who commit acts that take them out of the fold of Islam. In general, the meaning of 
those hadith is that those people will not enter Paradise along with those who enter Paradise 
without any form of punishment in the Hereafter. 

3 Quoted in ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 1 , p. 522. 
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A Weaker Interpretation 

This hadith explicitly mentions only praying and fasting. Other hadith 
of this nature also concentrate on those two acts and may also mention zakat 
and some other deeds. Al-Dhuhaak, al-Zuhri and others understand that hadith 
of this nature were statements made by the Prophet (peace be upon him) before 
the other obligatory acts were revealed from Allah. Hence, they consider this 
type of hadith to be abrogated or they say that later conditions must be added to 
what the Prophet (peace be upon him) stated in hadith of this nature. 1 

However, there is no need to resort to such claims. The hadith implies 
that the person recognizes what is permissible and what is forbidden and abides 
by them. The other hadith that are similar to this explicitly mention 
worshipping Allah alone and other essential characteristics that encompass 
obeying Allah in all matters. Thus, there is nothing missing from these hadith 
that need them to be abrogated or adjusted by later statements of the Prophet 
(peace be upon him). 

The Desire to Know the Path to Paradise 

One can note from numerous hadith that the Companions were very 
anxious to know the path to Paradise. 2 Numerous Companions came to the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) to ask him to show them a deed or deeds that will 
lead them to Paradise. They realized that this was the most important 
information that they could obtain for their own welfare. After receiving the 
answer from the Prophet (peace be upon him), many of them swore that they 
would perform exactly what the Prophet (peace be upon him) had told them. 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) would then state that they will be in Paradise 
if they are truthful to those conditions or acts. 

This question should always be foremost in the mind of every believer. 
He should seek the answer to this question in the Quran and sunnah. After 
reading the clear answers by the Prophet (peace be upon him) to this question, 
the person should set himself on the path to follow the deeds that will lead one 
to Paradise. He should concentrate on them and excel in them. In this way, 
Allah willing, he will be from among the prosperous and blessed on the Day of 
Judgment. 

Is This an Easy Path to Paradise? 

The questioner mentioned fasting, praying, permitting the legal and 
prohibiting the forbidden. Simply based on those acts, the Prophet (peace be 



1 Their opinions were quoted by ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 1 , p. 523. 

2 For examples, see al-Bugha and Mistu, pp. 149-150. 
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upon him) stated that the questioner would enter Paradise. Does this imply that 
Paradise is very easy to enter? 

In reality, these aspects that the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
mentioned are not easy unless the person has a firm faith. The Prophet (peace 
be upon him) mentioned some very important matters. They were aspects that 
the polytheistic Arabs refused to submit to and they are aspects that the 
secularists and non-religious people of today cannot adhere to. In other words, 
they are not as simple and light as they may seem at first glance. 

Attending to the prayers in the proper manner and on a daily basis is 
not an easy matter unless one truly believes in them. Abstaining from food and 
drink during the daytime of Ramadhan is also not easy unless the resolve to 
please Allah by fasting is present. The willingness to submit to Allah with 
respect to what He permits and forbids is a very great matter indeed. Those 
who want and believe in freedom — that is, free to follow their passions and 
desires — cannot submit to this condition. In fact, they will fight this condition 
with all of their might. 1 

One can now see that these acts that will lead a person to Paradise are 
not as simple as they might seem. They require true commitment and belief in 
Allah. If that true faith is present, they do become easy on the person. 
However, if that faith or commitment is lacking or completely missing, these 
deeds become a burden and a hardship. This will be the perception of those 
lacking in faith. In the end, they will be the losers because they were not 
willing to adhere to these basic acts and principles. 

Other Points Related to This Hadith 

• The key to prosperity and entering Paradise is the performance of the 
obligatory deeds. The voluntary deeds may make up for some shortcomings 
in the performance of the obligatory deeds and may also raise a person's 
rank in Paradise, but the essential deeds are the obligatory deeds. 2 

• It is a fundamental aspect of the religion to accept as permissible what 
Allah has permitted and to treat as forbidden what Allah has forbidden. No 
one has the right to challenge Allah with respect to this authority. Anyone 
who knowingly does so falls outside of the fold of Islam. Similarly, anyone 
who desires a law other than the Law of Allah also falls outside of the fold 
of Islam. 3 

• If the assumption that the questioner was new to Islam and that is why the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) did not encourage him to do voluntary deeds 
is correct, this is a sign that the teacher or scholar should take into 
consideration the situation of the questioner before replying to any 



1 Cf., al-Baitaar, p. 138. 

2 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 182. 

3 Al-BughaandMistu, p. 158. 
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question. Here, the Prophet (peace be upon him) did not want to 
overburden the questioner who first had to adjust to performing the five 
daily prayers and fasting Ramadhan. The Prophet (peace be upon him) did 
not mention a long list of non-obligatory deeds that would be good for the 
person to perform. When dealing with new Muslims today, the same type 
of approach should be taken. The obligatory deeds should be dealt with 
first. As the person becomes accustomed to them and begins to love them, 
he then can be taught the voluntary deeds. At that time, he will be 
emotionally and mentally ready to perform them and the religion will not 
be a burden upon him. Allah knows best. 



Summary of the Hadith 

• The prayers and the fast are two of the essential or most important acts of 
this religion. 

• Doing what is permissible and avoiding what is forbidden is also an 
essential aspect of the religion. 

• If the person truly fulfills the above stated essential aspects of the religion, 
he will enter Paradise by the grace and mercy of Allah. 
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Hadith #23: 
"Purification is Half of Faith..." 

fyb JA j\ ffi=*<j <C»flJ jJjO ^4)L)I 

On the authority of Abu Maalik al-Haarith ibn Aasim al- 
Ashari, may Allah be pleased with him, who said: The 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said, "Purification 
is half of the faith. The phrase al-hamdulillah ('All praise 
be to Allah') fills the scale. The phrases sub-haanallaah* 
('High is Allah above every imperfection and need; He is 
pure and perfect') and al-hamdulillah ('AH praise be to 
Allah') together fill — or each fill — what is between the 
heavens and earth. Prayer is a light. Charity is a proof. 
Patience is a brightness. The Quran is either an argument 
for or against you. And everyone goes out in the morning 
and sells himself, either freeing or destroying himself." 
(Recorded by Muslim.) 



1 This phrase is usually translated as, "Glory be to Allah." "Glory" is defined as "adoring praise 
or worshipful thanksgiving" (see Webster's, p. 602). It does not, then, properly capture the 
meaning of subhaanallaah. Ibrahim and Johnson-Davies (p. 78) translate it as, "How far is Allah 
from every imperfection." Khan has translated it as, "To honor Allah and make Him free from all 
that (unsuitable evil things) that are ascribed to Him (or Glorified be Allah)." See Muhammad 
Muhsin Khan, Summarized Sahih al-Bukhari (Riyadh: Maktaba Dar al-Salaam, 1994), p. 1059. 
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Selected Vocabulary 

JJi lJ\ . "the act of purification," it can refer to either physical or spiritual purity. 
When the word is (al-tahoor instead of al-tuhoor), it refers to the water 
or matter that is being used as a cleansing agent. The commentators seem to 
agree that the word here is al-tuhoor and not al-tahoor. 

- literally this means, "half; however, it does not necessarily mean half as in 
two equal halves, but it may mean one of two parts to something; furthermore, 
it could also be used to mean a part of something, and not just one of two parts. 
. al-hamdulillah, "all praises be to Allah" 

5w - "fills" 
Oljull - "the scale" 

M jUj- - subhaanallaah, "High is Allah above every imperfection and need; He is pure 

and perfect" 
on - "between" 
^jIjUxJL "the heavens" 
lh»jVi - "the earth" 
jj» - "light" 
jUjj - "proof 

- "argument," here, it could be understood to mean "witness" 
^ -"for you" 

4^ - "against you" 

j^i - "he goes out in the early morning" 

- one who exchanges something for something else; it applies equally well to 
the buyer and the seller 

- "then sets it free" 

Takhreej 

This hadith is authentic. It was recorded by Muslim, al-Tirmidhi, 
Ahmad, al-Daarimi, al-Baihaqi, al-Tabaraani, ibn Mandah, Abu Awaana and a 
number of others. Some of the narrations have slight differences in their 
wordings but they are, for the most part, very consistent with one another. 

Muslim recorded this hadith with the chain: Ishaaq ibn Mansoor said: 
Hibbaan ibn Hilaal narrated to us, saying: Abban narrated to us, saying: Yahya 
said that Zaid narrated to him, saying: Abu Salaam narrated to him from Abu 
Maalik al-Ashari. This is one of the chains that Muslim has been criticized by 
al-Daaraqutni and others for using. It is possible that there is a missing narrator 
in this chain because al-Nasaai records this same hadith with the narrator 
Abdul Rahmaan ibn Ghanam between Abu Salaam and Abu Maalik. However, 
it is very possible and not an uncommon type of occurrence that Abu Salaam 
may have heard this hadith from both Abu Maalik and Abdul Rahmaan. Hence, 
there is no problem with the chain in Sahih Muslim. Furthermore, even if such 
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was a mistake, the hadith is still definitely sahih due to the known chain in al- 
Nasaai} 

There are some differences in the way that this hadith is recorded in 
different books. For example, the narration in Sunan al-Nasaai and Sunan ibn 
Maajah states, "Completing the ablution is half of the faith... The tasbeeh 
(statement, 'How far is Allah from every imperfection') and the takbeer 
(statement, 'Allah is greatest') filled the heavens and earth 2 ... Zakat is a 
proof..." A narration recorded by al-Tirmidhi states, "Ablution is one half of 
the faith." Another narration recorded by al-Tirmidhi and Ahmad states, "The 
tasbeeh is half of the scale and al-hamdulillah fills it. The takbeer fills what is 
between the heavens and earth. Fasting is half of patience. And purity is half of 
faith." 3 

The text that will be followed and commented upon here is the 
authentic text from Sahih Muslim that al-Nawawi has reproduced as stated 
above. 



General Comments About This Hadith 

This hadith touches upon some of the most important deeds. It refers 
to purity, remembrance of Allah, prayer, charity, patience, abiding by the 
Quran and the ultimate journey of mankind. 

About the Narrator: Al-Haarith ibn Aasim al-Ashari 

This is a Companion concerning whose name there is quite a difference 
of opinion. In fact, there are ten different opinions as to his exact and complete 
name. He was from the Ashari tribe in Yemen and was one of their delegation 
that came to the Prophet (peace be upon him). 



1 Cf., al-Nawawi, Sharh Saheeh, vol. 3, pp. 98-99. There is also a difference of opinion over 
whether Yahya ibn Abu Katheer ever received hadith directly from Zaid ibn Aslam. Yahya ibn 
Maeen said that he did not while Ahmad said that he did. This particular chain makes it clear that 
Yahya did receive this hadith directly from Zaid. Cf,, ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 5. However, 
although the hadith is definitely sahih, some scholars, including al-Daraqutni, ibn Hajr and 
Muqbil al-Waadiee, claim that the chain in Sahih Muslim is broken. [See Muqbil al-Waadiee's 
footnotes to All al-Daaraqutni, al-Ilzaamaat wa al-Tatabba (Makkah: Daar al-Baaz, 1985), pp. 
1 59- 1 60.] It should be noted that it would not be strange for Imam Muslim to intentionally record 
that chain which some thought was a broken chain in order to express his view that the chain is, 
in fact, unbroken or in order to affirm that Yahya did hear hadith from Zaid. The most important 
point for Imam Muslim was that the hadith itself was sahih. After establishing that fact, he may 
include a specific chain for a specific secondary purpose. 

2 In this narration, the past tense is used, "filled". This is considered a way of stressing that such 
will really occur when those words are said. 

3 Cf., ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 6. 
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He lived in Greater Syria. He died there during the plague outbreak in 
the year 1 8 A.H. According to al-Haitami, Muaadh, Abu Ubaidah, Sharahbeel 
and al-Haarith all died on the same day during that plague outbreak. 1 

Twenty-seven hadith have been recorded on his authority. His hadith 
have been recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawood, al-Tirmidhi, al-Nasaai and ibn 
Maajah. Jaabir ibn Abdullah and others narrated hadith on his authority. 



There is a great deal of difference of opinion as to what the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) exactly meant by this statement. Below are some of the 
explanations that have been offered by the scholars: 

(1) Its meaning is that the reward for purification is up to half of the 
reward for faith. In other words, the reward for cleanliness and purity is so 
great that it could reach to half the reward of faith. This points out the 
importance of purity and cleanliness in Islam. This interpretation is one of 
many mentioned by al-Nawawi. 2 Most of the other commentators either did not 
mention it or did not accept it. Sultan, for example states, "This goes against 
the apparent meaning of the text and there is no evidence for it." 3 However, al- 
Sabbaagh favors this interpretation while al-Baitaar calls it acceptable. 4 

(2) Faith wipes away all of the previous sins that were committed. 
Similarly, ablution wipes away the previous minor sins. But ablution is not 
sound without faith. Therefore, the effectiveness of ablution is dependent on 
faith in the same way that half of something is dependent on the other half. 
This interpretation also seems far-fetched according to Sultaan. 5 

(3) The meaning of imaan or faith in this phrase is the prayer. For 
example, Allah says in the Quran, 



"Allah would never allow your imaan to be lost" {al-Baqara 143). This is in 
reference to the prayers that were performed in the direction of Jerusalem 
before the command to face Makkah. The explanation of the word imaan in 
this verse is "prayers". Since purification is a condition for the soundness of 
prayer, it is like it is half of the prayer. (In this case, the word shatr does not 



1 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 183. 

2 Al-Nawawi, Sharh Saheeh, vol. 3, p. 99. The first four opinions stated above were all 
mentioned by al-Nawawi, Ibid., vol. 3, pp. 99-100. 

3 Sultaan, p. 196. Al-Qaari, vol. 1, p. 3 1 8 also explicitly refutes it. 

4 Muhammad Al-Sabbaagh, Min Hadyi al-Nubuwwah Tammulaat fi Adad min Jawaami al-Kalim 
(Beirut: al-Maktab al-Islaami, 1994), p. 13; al-Baitaar, p. 142. Since he made this conclusion, al- 
Sabbaagh discusses the place of cleanliness in Islam for a few pages. He says that both physical 
and spiritual cleanliness are of great importance in Islam, as can be proven through numerous 
hadith. He then concludes that this belief in and understanding of cleanliness is something that is 
missing from the Muslim world today and needs to be revived. See al-Sabbaagh, pp. 13-15. 

5 Sultaan, p. 197. 



Purification is half of the faith; 
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mean exactly half but it means one of two parts.) This is the opinion that al- 
Nawawi favors. 

Commenting on this interpretation, Sultaan wrote, 

This particularizes and restricts the meaning of "faith". There 
is no strong evidence for this, especially since some of the 
Quranic commentators interpret "faith" in the above verse to 
mean constancy and steadfastness to the faith when the 
direction of the qibla was changed. But some scholars say that 
the stronger view is to interpret faith to mean prayer in that 
verse due to an authentic sunnah regarding that. So this is a 
possible interpretation. 1 

(4) Another interpretation is that faith is made up of affirmation by the 
heart and outward submission in deeds. These are the two parts to faith. Purity, 
or tahaara, implies the prayer which is the greatest outward form of 
submission. That is why it has been referred to as half of faith. 

(5) Ibn Uthaimeen argues that faith is comprised of having some 
characteristics and being free of other characteristics. A person, for example, 
should be free of associating partners with Allah and sinful living. He argues 
that this is the purification that is referred to in this hadith. A Muslim purifies 
himself, thusly, from all physical or spiritual filth. This comprises one-half of 
faith, as stated by the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) in this hadith. 2 

(6) Some interpret "purification" in this phrase to mean avoiding sins. 
This usage for "purification" may be noted in the Quran. For example, the 
people of Lot said about him and his family, 

"These are indeed people who want to be pure [from sins]" {al-Araaf 82). 3 

Faith is made up of two aspects: performing the proper deeds and 
remaining away from the improper deeds. "Purification" is the remaining away 
from the improper deeds. Therefore, it makes up half of faith as stated by the 
Prophet (peace be upon him). 

Ibn Rajab mentions this interpretation and says that it would be 
plausible if it were not for the other narratives that state, "Ablution is half of 
faith," and "Completing the ablution is half of the faith." Ibn Rajab points out 
another problem with this interpretation. He says that many deeds, like the 
prayer, are also acts of purification as they wipe away sins. Hence, they must 
be included under purification. But then purification could no longer be 



1 Sultaan, p. 197. 

2 Ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 1, p. 134. This is the only interpretation that ibn Uthaimin 
offers for this hadith. Siddiqi, vol. 1, p. 147 seems to favor this interpretation although he also 
mentions the view that faith in this hadith means prayer. 

3 Also see al-Mudathir 4 and al-Baqara 222. 
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considered half of faith in the sense they described. Therefore, ibn Rajab 
rejects this interpretation. 1 

(7) Ibn Rajab states that the correct view concerning the meaning of 
"purification" in this hadith is that it refers to the ritual purification by water as 
found, for example, in ablution. He says that this is the majority opinion and 
this is why Muslim, ibn Majah and others included this hadith in the chapters 
related to ablution. 2 Furthermore, this is consistent with the other narrations 
that state, "Ablution (wudhu) is one-half of faith," and "Completing the 
ablution is one-half of faith." 

Although this may look conclusive, it may not necessarily be so. Al- 
Haitami points out that if the linguistic meaning of wudhu is understood, then it 
means the same as al-tuhoor or purification. 3 Second, the narration, 
"Completing the ablution" contradicts what the others have narrated and may 
not be considered the strongest wording of the hadith. 

Given this meaning for the word, that "purification" means ablution, 
ibn Rajab continues by saying that there is a difference of opinion as to how 
this purification is to be considered half of faith. He presents the following 
opinions: 4 

(a) One explanation is that the meaning of the word shatr in this hadith 
is not half but simply "part of. Hence, purification is a part of faith. This is al- 
Haitami's conclusion, and he says that it removes all of the problems in 
interpreting this hadith. 5 Ibn Rajab rejects this interpretation on two counts. 
First, it goes against the well-known usage of the word shatr and, second, it 
contradicts the narration that states, "Purification is one-half {nisf) of faith." 
Ibn Rajab's arguments can be answered by saying that, first, although it is not 
the most common usage, it is a usage for the word. Second, the narration with 
the word nisf could easily be an example where the narrator was simply 
narrating the meaning and not the exact wording of the text. The narrator could 
have replaced the word shatr with nisf as he felt that they had the same 
meaning. Otherwise, the well established reports of this hadith state shatr and 
not nisf. 

(b) The second interpretation ibn Rajab presents is the same as (1) 
above. Ibn Rajab categorically rejects this possibility. 



1 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 7. 

2 Al-Nasaai included it in the chapter on the obligation of zakah, as zakat is specifically 
mentioned in the narration he records. Al-Qaari states that where people place this hadith is 
simply based on their own understanding of the hadith and is, therefore, not of great significance. 
See al-Qaari, vol. 1, p. 319. 

3 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 1 84. 

4 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, pp. 7-14. 

5 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 184. 

6 The word, nisf, is exactly and literally one-half of something else. 
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(c) The third interpretation is that faith wipes away all of the major 
sins while ablution wipes away the minor sins. In this sense, it is "half of 
faith. Ibn Rajab also refutes this interpretation. 

(d) The fourth view is that the meaning of "faith" here is the prayer, as 
discussed under (5) above. Prayer is not accepted except with purity and that is 
why it is considered half of it. Ibn Rajab further points out that prayer is the 
key to Paradise but ablution is the key to prayer. Hence, they are both needed 
to open to doors to Paradise. Ibn Rajab offers more evidence in favor of this 
interpretation. This is the opinion that ibn Rajab seems to favor since he does 
not offer anything to refute this view. But at the end of his discussion of all the 
views, he stated, "Allah knows what He meant by that and what the Messenger 
meant by that." 

(e) A fifth view is that all of the acts of faith purify the heart. 
Purification by water purifies and cleans the body. Therefore, the acts of faith 
can be divided into two categories: acts that purify the external aspects and acts 
that purify the internal aspects. In that sense, purification is half of faith. Sultan 
concludes that this is a plausible interpretation. 1 

(8) Al-Ghazzaali states that purification here refers to purification of 
the heart from envy, hatred, spitefulness and other diseases of the heart. 
Complete faith requires that the heart be free of these diseases. When a person 
makes the testimony of faith, he has completed half of the faith. When he 
cleanses his heart of these diseases, he has completed the other half. 2 

Given the above, the following are the possible translations and 
meanings of this part of the hadith: 

(A) "The reward for purification and cleanliness is up to half the 
reward for faith." 

(B) "Ablution is half of the faith, due to the sins that it wipes away." 

(C) "Purification is similar to half of the prayer." 

(D) "Purification is half of the faith because it encompasses the 
outward forms of submission." 

(E) "Purification from associating partners with Allah and sinful living 
is half of the faith." 

(F) "Purification in the sense of avoiding sins is half of the faith." 

(G) "Performing ablution is an act of faith." 

(H) "Ablution is half of the faith becomes it removes the external 
impurities." 

(I) "Purification of the heart from its spiritual diseases is one half of 

faith." 

It seems that (A) and (B) are definitively out of the question. The 
others all seem possible. Many of the others are consistent with each other and 
it is possible that more than one of them are meant. Purification may mean the 



1 Sultaan, p. 197. 

2 Quoted in al-Nawawi, Sharh Matn, pp. 99-100. 
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general sense of purification or it may mean the specific act of ablution and so 
forth. It is very difficult to determine which interpretation has the most weight 
to it. Allah knows best. 

If it is concluded that al-tuhoor means ablution {wudhu), then this 
hadith discusses the following aspects: ablution, remembrance of Allah, prayer, 
zakah (as explicitly mentioned in one narration), fasting (as explicitly 
mentioned in one narration), followed by a general reference to applying the 
Quran. 

"The phrase al-hamdulillah ('All praise be to Allah') fills the scale." 

Al-Haitami states that this reward comes to the person who states this 
expression while thinking about its meaning and submitting to its implications. 1 
Hence, a mere verbal statement without one's heart or mind being involved is 
not what is requested from the individual. (This point is also true for the saying 
of subhaanallaah that shall be discussed below.) 

There is a difference of opinion concerning the meaning of "fills the 
scale". Some state that this is a metaphorical statement: If al-hamdulillah had a 
physical mass to it, it would fill the scale. The second interpretation, which is 
much closer to the literal meaning, is that Allah will give deeds mass and form 
on the Day of Judgment. This can be proven through many hadith. This hadith 
is stating that the physical manifestation that Allah will give the statement al- 
hamdulillah will be so great that it will fill the scale. 2 

The Meaning and Importance of al-Hamdulillah 3 

Al-Hamdulillah is a heartfelt expression of both praise and gratitude 
toward Allah. 4 It truly comes about when a person realizes the numerous 
bounties Allah has bestowed upon him. This includes even the bounty of 
knowing Allah and recognizing that He should be thanked. It also comes about 
when one thinks about Allah and His attributes of perfection. 



1 Al-Haitami, p. 185. 

2 Al-Sindi states that statements like al-hamdulillah may become "bodies of light" that do not 
"crowd each other" in the same way that a person could have one thousand lamps in a room and 
the light of each lamp is there without it forcing the other lights not to exist. See Abu al-Hasan al- 
Hanafi al-Sindi, Sharh Sunan ibn Maajah al-Qazweeni (Beirut: Daar al-Jeel, n.d.), vol. 1, pp. 
120-121. 

3 The reference in this hadith is to the phrase, "al-hamdulillah" and not to Surah al-Faatiha, 
which is sometimes referred to as al-hamd. Many commentators made this comment in their 
discussion of this hadith, inferring that some people had the wrong understanding of this hadith. 

4 There is a hadith that states, "The best supplication is al-hamdulillah." This hadith is recorded 
by al-Tirmidhi, ibn Majah and others. Although some scholars state that it is hasan, it seems that 
its chain is weak. See Abu Ishaaq al-Huwaini's footnotes to Ismaaeel ibn Katheer, Tafseer al- 
Quran al-Adheem (al-Dammam, Saudi Arabia: Daar ibn al-Jauzi, 1997), vol. 1, p. 460. 
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In his commentary on the Quran, Maudoodi has explained the phrase 
al-hamdulillah, which forms part of the second verse of Surah al-Faatiha, in 
the following manner, 

Whenever we praise someone, we do so for two reasons. First, 
because excellence calls for praise, irrespective of whether that 
excellence has any direct relevance to us or not. Second, we 
praise one whom we consider to be our benefactor; when this 
is the case our praise arises from a deep feeling of gratitude. 
God is worthy of praise on both counts. It is incumbent on us 
to praise Him not only in recognition of His infinite excellence 
but also because of our feeling of gratitude to Him, arising 
from our awareness of the blessings He has lavished upon us. 

It is important to note that what is said here [meaning the 
phrase al-hamdulillah] is not merely that praise be to God, but 
that all praise be to God alone. Wherever there be any beauty, 
any excellence, any perfection — in whatever thing or in 
whatever shape it may manifest itself — its ultimate source is 
none other than God Himself. No human beings, angels, 
demigods, heavenly bodies — in short, no created beings — are 
possessed of an innate excellence; where excellence exists, it is 
a gift from God. Thus, if there is anyone at all whom we ought 
to adore and worship, to whom we ought to feel indebted and 
grateful, toward whom we should remain humble and obedient, 
it is the creator of excellence, rather than its possessor. 1 

Although commonly used interchangeably, there is a difference 
between al-hamd (praise and gratitude al-madh (praise z.^) and al-shukr 
(thankfulness J^). A person can be praised (al-madh) for things that he does 
voluntarily as well as for things that are beyond his control. A person may be 
praised for his physical appearance, for example, which he has little control 
over, or for his spending in charity, which is a voluntary act on his part. In fact, 
madh is even done toward non-living things, such as praising the quality of a 
pearl. Al-hamd would only be used in the latter case of the person's own 
voluntary act and not in the former case. Hence, in this sense, al-hamd is 
something more specific than al-madh. Furthermore, with respect to Allah, al- 
hamd is much more befitting as He is being praised for His qualities that He 
has set for Himself. 2 

On the other hand, al-hamd is more general than al-shukr. Al-shukr is 
only in response to something that has come from somebody else. For example, 
if a person does another person a favor, he would thank him for that favor. One 
would not give "thanks" to a person because of that person's characteristics. If 



1 Abul Ala Maudoodi, Towards Understanding the Quran (Leicester, United Kingdom: The 
Islamic Foundation, 1988), vol. 1, pp. 35-36. 

2 See al-Raazi, vol. 1, pp. 218-219. 
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another person is generous, for example, one would not say, "I thank him 
because he has the characteristic of generosity," although one would thank him 
for an act of generosity. However, al-hamd is expressed for both specific acts 
as well as the qualities of a person. 1 Furthermore, al-hamd is used for an act 
done toward the person himself as well as acts done toward others. In other 
words, one does not give shukr for what Allah has bestowed upon others but 
one does express hamd in such a case. 2 

Therefore, one states al-hamd ("praise and gratitude") for Allah due to 
His acts that He has determined for Himself and are not forced upon Him, due 
to the bounties that He has bestowed upon a person, due to His perfect and 
sublime attributes and qualities, due to His being free from any imperfections 
and blemishes, and due to one's need and reliance upon Him. 

According to ibn al-Qayyim, al-shukr is more general than al-hamd in 
the sense that shukr or thankfulness is exhibited by one's heartfelt feelings, by 
the tongue in one's statement of thanks and by one's deeds in acting out one's 
feelings of thankfulness. Al-hamd, however, is exhibited only by one's heart 
and tongue. 3 However, according to al-Raazi, hamd is also expressed by one's 
actions. 4 Allah knows best. 

Belief in the Scale 

In this hadith, the Prophet (peace be upon him) made reference to the 
Balance or Scale. The belief in the existence of the Balance forms part of the 
Muslim's belief. Ibn Abu al-Izz has discussed the belief in the Balance in some 
detail. He wrote 5 , 

As for the Balance (al-Mizan), we believe in the Balance. 
Allah has referred to it in various verses of the Quran. For 
instance, "We shall set up scales {mawaziri) of justice for the 
Day of Judgment, so that not a soul will be dealt with unjustly 
in the least. And if there be (no more than) the weight of a 
mustard seed, We will bring it (to account). And enough are 
We to take account" (al-Anbiyaa 47). And, "Then those whose 
balance (of good deeds) is heavy they will attain salvation, but 
those whose balance is light will be those who have lost their 
soul, in Hell will they abide" {al-Muminoon 102-103). 



1 Cf., al-Isfahaani (Daar al-Fikr), pp. 130. 

2 Al-Raazi, vol. 1, p. 219. Al-Raazi also has a discussion of why the expression al-hamdulillah is 
superior to any other way of expressing praise and gratitude to Allah. See al-Raazi, vol. 1 , pp. 
219-220. 

3 Cf., ibn al-Qayyim, Madaarij, vol. 2, p. 257. 

4 Al-Raazi, vol. 1, p. 228. 

5 The belief in the Balance is not discussed in much detail in the available English literature. For 
that reason, it is discussed in some detail here. 
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Al-Qurtubi has said that scholars think that when the reckoning 
will finish, deeds will be put in the Balance. Since weighing is 
meant for determining reward or punishment, it will take place 
after the reckoning. Reckoning shall be for determining works, 
and weighing shall be for determining the value of works so 
that the reward or penalty may be fixed. The word mawazin in 
verse 47 of surah al-Anbiyaa quoted above is plural, it means 
that there will be a number of balances there. It may also mean 
that there will be different kinds of balances for weighing 
different kinds of work. True knowledge, however, is with 
Allah. 

There are many hadith on the subject that make it quite clear 
that the Balance will have two scales visible to the eyes. Imam 
Ahmad has recorded a hadith transmitted by Abu 'Abd al- 
Rahman al-Hubuli from 'Abdullah ibn 'Amr that the Prophet 
(peace be on him) said, "Allah will pick out a person from my 
Ummah from all the creation, ask him to proceed forward, 
place before him ninety nine registers recording his deeds, 
each register as long as his eyes could see, and ask him, 'Do 
you deny any item mentioned in these registers? Have my 
scribes wronged you in any way?' He will say, 'No, my Lord!' 
Allah will then ask, 'Have you any excuse to offer or any good 
deed to mention which is not here?' He will say, 'I have 
nothing to say, my Lord!' Allah will say, 'No, you have a good 
thing to mention. There will be no injustice to you this day.' A 
card will then be produced which will have, T witness that 
there is no god except Allah, and that Muhammad is his 
servant and messenger.' It will be handed to him, but he will 
wonder and say, 'What can this do in the presence of so many 
evil records?' Allah will say, 'You will not be wronged.' Then 
all the registers will be placed on one scale and that card will 
be placed on the other scale and it will outweigh them. Nothing 
can outweigh the name of Allah, the Merciful, the 
Compassionate." 1 This is recorded by al-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah 
and Ibn Abi al-Dunya from al-Layth. In al-Tirmidhi's version 
the last words are, "Nothing can outweigh the name of 
Allah." 2 ... 

Al-Bukhari has recorded a hadith from Abu Hurayrah in 
support of this hadith. The Prophet (peace be on him) said, 
"On the Day of Judgment, a very big and heavy man will be 



'Recorded by Al-Tirmidhi, ibn Maajah, Ahmad, ibn Hibbaan and al-Haakim. The last sentence of 
this hadith is incorrect. The correct wording is the second wording stated in the text above, 
"Nothing can outweigh the name of Allah." See al-Amaoot's footnotes to ibn Abu al-Izz, vol. 2, 
p. 610. 

These words occur in the hadith of al-Tirmidhi and al-Haakim. 
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brought but in Allah's sight his weight will be less than the 
wing of a mosquito. If you like you may recall the verse, 'We 
shall not give them any weight on the Day of Judgment' {al- 
Kahf 105)." 1 Imam Ahmad has recorded a hadith wherein it 
states that one day Ibn Masud was trying to pluck a small 
branch of an Arak tree in order to brush his teeth. His shanks, 
which were very thin, were exposed by the wind, and some 
people burst into laughter at them. The Messenger of Allah 
(peace be on him) asked, "Why are you laughing?" They said, 
"O Prophet of Allah, we are laughing at how thin Ibn Masud's 
shanks are." He retorted, "By Allah, they will be heavier than 
Mount Uhud in the Balance." 2 

Actions themselves will be weighed in the Balance. Muslim 
has recorded a hadith reported by Abu Malik al-Ashari that the 
Prophet (peace be on him) said, "Cleanliness is half of faith, 
and the words, al-hamdu li-Allah (all praise is for Allah) will 
fill the Balance." 3 The last hadith in al-Bukhari's Sahih is, 
"Two sentences are light on the tongue, but they are very dear 
to Allah and heavy on the scales: Subhan Allah wa bi hamd-i- 
hi (glory to Allah and praise to Him) and Subhan Allah al- 
Azim (Glory be to Allah, the Majestic)." 4 ... 

In view of these hadith, the objection of an obstinate denier, 
who says that actions are accidents not bodies and therefore 
they cannot be objects to be weighed, has no significance. 
Allah can change the accidents into bodies and put them on the 
scale, as was shown earlier. This is also suggested in a hadith 
which Imam Ahmad has recorded from Abu Hurayrah: The 
Prophet (peace be on him) said, "Death will be brought in the 
form of a ram covered with dust and placed between Paradise 
and Hell. A call will be given to the people of Paradise, who 
will raise their heads and look. A call will also be given to the 
people of hell, who will raise their heads and look. They will 
think that perhaps the time of relief has arrived. The ram will 
be killed and the announcement will be made, 'Life is forever; 
there will be no more death.'" 5 Al-Bukhari has also recorded 
this hadith with some difference in wording. All this proves 
that the deeds, doers and the records of deeds will all be 



'Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim. 

2 Recorded by Ahmad, and al-Tabaraani. According to al-Amaoot, its chain is hasan. Ibn Abi 
Shaibah and al-Haakim have something similar. See al-Amaoot' s footnotes to ibn Abu al-Izz, 
vol. 2, p. 611. 

3 Recorded by Muslim, al-Tirmidhi, al-Nasaai, Ibn Maajah and Ahmad. 
4 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim. 

5 Recorded by Ahmad, al-Daarimi and al-Nasaai in al-Kubra. According to al-Amaoot, its chain 
is sahih. See al-Amaoot' s footnotes to ibn Abu al-Izz, vol. 2, p. 613. 
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weighed, and that the Balance will have two scales. Further 
details of how these things only Allah knows. 

Our duty is to believe in what the Prophet (peace be on him) 
has said about the Unseen without adding or deducting 
anything. Woe to those who deny the setting of the balances on 
the Day of Judgment of which the Prophet has spoken. They 
fail to see the reason behind it and therefore deny it. They say 
that balances are required for weighing groceries. I am afraid 
that these people will be given no weight on the Day of 
Judgment. Balances will be set up in order to demonstrate 
Allah's justice to all the people, although no one more readily 
accepts excuses than Allah. This is also the reason why He 
sends messengers to give good tidings and to issue warnings to 
the people. There may be other reasons, too, that we do not 
know. You may see the point if you reflect upon what 
transpired between the angels and Allah when He told them, "I 
shall create on the earth a vicegerent. They (the angels) said, 
'Will you place therein who will make mischief therein and 
shed blood, whilst we do celebrate Your prayers and glorify 
Your holy name?' Allah said, 'I know what you know not'" 
(2:30). At another place He has said: "Of knowledge it is only 
a little that is communicated to you" {al-Isra 85). 

In the earlier discussion [in Abu al-Izz's book] on the Fountain 
(al-Hawd), we have quoted al-Qurtubi saying that the Fountain 
will come before the Balance and the Balance will come before 
the Bridge. In the two Sahihs, it states, "When the Believers 
cross the Sirat they will be detained at an arched bridge 
{qantarah) between Paradise and Hell. Every wrongdoer will 
pay for the wrong he has done. When they are purged of all ills 
and cleansed, they will be allowed into Paradise." 1 As al- 
Qurtubi has said, this qantarah will be the second bridge 
which the Believers will have to cross. However, no one will 
fall from this bridge. Allah knows best. 2 

"The phrases subhaanallaah ('High is Allah above every imperfection and 
need; He is pure and perfect') and al-hamdulillah ('All praise be to Allah') 
together fill — or each fill — what is between the heavens and earth." 

The narrator of the hadith could not recall if each of these statement 
fills what is between heaven and Earth or if the two of them together fill what 



'Recorded by al-Bukhari. It was not recorded by Muslim. 

2 Ibn Abu al-Izz, vol. 2, pp. 608-614. Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 185, also has a beneficial discussion 
of the concept of the Balance. 
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is between heaven and Earth. In either case, it definitely points to the 
importance of these two phrases. Nowadays, people have some understanding 
of the great distance between earth and the lowest heaven. There are stars that 
are billions of miles away from the Earth. However, these two important 
phrases fill the space between the Earth and heaven. 

The Meaning and Importance of Subhaanallaah 

When one states the phrase subhaanallaah it means that he is denying 
that Allah could have any blemish, shortcoming, imperfection or defect 
whatsoever. He is complete and perfect and not in need of anything or anyone. 
This also denies that He could have or be in need of a spouse, son and so forth. 

Allah is free, for example, of any imperfection or blemish with respect 
to His names. Allah has said, 

"And to Allah belong the most beautiful and excellent names" {al-Araaf 1 80). 
Allah is also free of any imperfection or blemish with respect to His attributes 
and qualities. This is the meaning or implication of the words al-mathal al- 'ala 
in the following verse, 

"For those who disbelieve in the Hereafter there is an evil description. And for 
Allah is the highest and loftiest description {al-mathal al- 'ala). And He is the 
All-Mighty, the All-Wise" (al-Nahl 60). 

Allah's acts are also free from any blemish or shortcoming. His 
creation, for example, is according to His wisdom and excellence. That which 
He has commanded and ordered is also free of any blemish or shortcoming. 
Allah has said, 

{jj£j-> <f\ cr^ CfJ ^Sj~-£ 

"Do they then seek the judgment of the Days of Ignorance? And who is better 
in judgment than Allah for a people who have firm faith" (al-Maaidah 50). 
The phrase subhaanallaah implies all of the above aspects. 1 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) described the merits and importance 
of this concept when he said, 



1 Cf., ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 1, p. 135. 
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"There are two statements that are light on the tongue but heavy in the scale 
and beloved to the Most Merciful [Allah]: Subhaanallaahi-l-Adheem ('High is 
Allah above any imperfection or want, the Great, from every imperfection') 
and Subhaanallaahi wa bihamdihi ('Far above is Allah from every 
imperfection and I glorify His praises')." (Recorded by al-Bukhari and 
Muslim.) 

Ibn Rajab astutely points out the difference between al-hamdulillah 
and subhaanallaah and why, in general, subhaanallaah is stated in conjunction 
with other statements, as in the hadith just mentioned. Ibn Rajab stated, 

[In another narration, it states,] "Subhaanallaah is half of the 
Scale while al-hamdulillah fills it." The reason for that is that 
al-hamdulillah confirms all praises for Allah. It makes 
reference to all of the Perfect Attributes and Majestic 
Qualities. However, subhaanallaah simply negates from Allah 
any shortcoming, blemish or deficiency. Confirmation is more 
important than negation. In fact, for this reason subhaanallaah 
is not stated by itself. It is joined with something that indicates 
confirmation of completeness and perfection. Sometimes it is 
accompanied with praises, as in, "Subhaanallaah and to Him is 
the Praise," or "Subhaanallaah and al-Hamdulillah" [as in this 
hadith]. Sometimes it is accompanied with [one of Allah's] 
names that indicate His greatness and grandeur, such as in the 
statement, "Subhaanallaah, [Allah] the Great (al-Adheem)." If 
this hadith of Abu Malik means that together subhaanallaah 
and Allahu Akbar ] fill what is between the heaven and earth, 
the matter is clear. If the meaning is that each of them fills 
what is between the heaven and earth, the scale is more 
spacious than what is between the heaven and earth. Therefore, 
what fills the Scale fills something more than what is between 
heaven and earth. 2 

The Importance of Dhikr 

This hadith demonstrates the importance and great reward for dhikr or 
remembrance of Allah. Ibn al-Qayyim calls dhikr the food for the hearts, the 



1 As mentioned in a different narration. 

2 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, pp. 17-18. Ibn Rajab then goes into a discussion as to which is 
superior, al-hamdulillah or la ilaha illa-llah ("There is none worthy of worship except Allah"). 
He concludes that al-hamdulillah encompasses all of the aspects of perfection and completeness 
for Allah. Hence, it encompasses and includes tauheed itself. Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 20. 



723 



Commentary on the Forty Hadith of al-Nawawi 



weapon by which one fights, the cure for the diseases and the connection 
between the servant and his Lord. 1 

The following hadith clearly indicates the superiority of dhikr. The 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said, 



"Shall I inform you of the best of your deeds, the one that raises you most in 
rank, most purifying to your Lord, which is better for you than giving gold and 
silver and better for you than meeting your enemy and striking their necks and 
them striking your necks?" They said, "Certainly, [tell us]." He said, "It is the 
remembrance of Allah, the Exalted." 2 

In the Quran, Allah has ordered people to make dhikr {al-Ahzaab 41 3 ); 
prohibited its opposite, namely neglectfulness and forgetfulness {al-Hashr 1 9); 
tied success into constantly remembering Allah (al-Anfaal 45); praised the 
people of dhikr (al-Ahzaab 35); stated that the losers are those who turn away 
from dhikr to useless pursuits (al-Munaafiqoon 9); stated that He mentions 
those who mention Him (al-Baqara 152); mentioned that it is greater than 
everything (al-Ankaboot 45); and has stated that it must accompany every act, 
and that dhikr is like the "spirit" or soul of each act (Taha 1 4). 4 

In his book on the benefits of dhikr, Wahbi has mentioned eighty-three 
different beneficial aspects to dhikr. 5 Among the most important of them are 
the following: 

Dhikr increases one's love for Allah. Love for Allah is the spirit and 
heart of this religion, as ibn al-Qayyim mentioned. One's happiness in this life 



1 Ibn al-Qayyim, Madaarij, vol. 2, p. 423. 

2 Recorded by Ahmad, al-Tirmidhi, ibn Maajah and Malik. According to al-Albaani, its chain is 
sahih. (See al-Albaani's footnotes to al-Tabreezi, vol. 2, p. 702.) Some people find it difficult to 
understand how dhikr could be superior to charity and jihad. Some state that dhikr benefits the 
individual alone while these other deeds benefit the individual as well as others, so they should 
be considered superior. Some scholars have responded to this by saying that the superior dhikr is 
not simply a remembrance with the tongue. Instead, it is a remembrance of the tongue and the 
heart. This remembrance drives the person to perform obligatory deeds, such as zakat and jihad, 
and keeps him away from evil deeds. Hence, dhikr encompasses all of those other deeds and that 
is why it considered superior to the other deeds as it is their foundation. See Muhammad al- 
Shaukaani, Tuhfah al-Dhaakireen (Beirut: Daaral-Kutub al-Ilmiyah, 1988), p. 14. 

3 The verses referred to in this passage are simply examples that the reader may wish to follow 
up. Obviously, there is more than one verse in which, for instance, Allah has ordered His 
remembrance. 

4 Abdul Haadi Wahbi, Fawaaid Dhikr Allah (Beirut: al-Maktab al-Islaami, 1992), pp. 7-1 1 . 

5 Wahbi, pp. 12-94. Al-Sabbaagh, pp. 16-26, also mentions some important benefits to dhikr. 
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and the Hereafter revolves around it. 1 The more one remembers Allah and 
thinks about His attributes as well as all of the blessings He has bestowed on 
mankind, the more one will love Allah. 

Dhikr may also lead one to the exalted level of ihsaan, which was 
discussed under Hadith Number 2. Ihsaan is where one realizes that Allah is 
watching him at all times or where one feels he sees Allah in front of him. If a 
person is not thinking about Allah and remembering Allah, he will not attain 
this level. It can only be attained when a person is mindful of Allah and 
remembers Him. This is the essence of dhikr. 

Al-Sabbaagh points out that if a person remembers Allah while 
performing an obligatory deed, he will make sure to perform it in the best way. 
If he remembers Allah when he is about to perform a sin, this remembrance 
may keep him from committing that sin. In this way, dhikr protects him from 
all evils. This is why al-Hasan al-Basri once said that there are two types of 
dhikr. One is where a person remembers Allah between himself and Allah and, 
therefore, it is known only to Allah. This is a great deed and will have a great 
reward. He says that the dhikr that is even better than that is the remembrance 
of Allah in the presence of what Allah has forbidden. This will keep the person 
away from the forbidden act and will protect him. 2 

Therefore, every Muslim should try to increase his remembrance of 
Allah. No matter what deed he is about to do, he should always try to keep 
Allah in his mind. It is when he forgets about Allah that he will be apt to 
commit sins. Indeed, it is when he forgets Allah that his heart begins to die and 
he becomes like the dead, although he is physically living. The Prophet (peace 
be upon him) said, 

"The similitude of one who remembers his Lord and one who does not is like 
that of the living and the dead." (Recorded by al-Bukhari.) 

"Prayer 3 is a light." 

First it should be noted that there are three ways of understanding an 
expression of this nature in Arabic. The first way is to understand it as an 
embellished way of expressing the likeness between the two things. As in the 
translation here, "Prayer is a light," while, in fact, prayer is not really a light 
but the likeness between them is so great that one can call it a light. The second 
understanding is that prayer is full of light. The third understanding is that 



1 Ibn al-Qayyim, al-Waabil, p. 84. 

2 Al-Sabbaagh, p. 22. 

3 Al-Haitami points out that prayer here implies prayer performed in its proper manner with all of 
its conditions and requirements. Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 186. 
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prayer gives light. All of these are possible and all may be meant here by this 
expression. 1 

The scholars have interpreted, "Prayer is a light," in more than one 
fashion. Some scholars say that the meaning of "light" here is not a physical 
light but a spiritual light. In other words, prayer, in a sense, guides the person 
and keeps him along the Straight Path. Its effects are such that it keeps the 
person away from sins and evil deeds because it builds up one's relation with 
Allah. In this way, it can be called a "guiding light". This interpretation is 
supported by the Quranic verse, 



"Verily, the prayer prevents one from great sins and wicked deeds" (al- 
Ankaboot 45). 

A second interpretation is that light here is meant in a physical sense. 
On the Day of Resurrection, the prayers will be transformed into a true 
physical light for the one who performed them. Allah says in the Quran, 



"On the Day you shall see the believing men and the believing women: their 
light running forward before them and by their right hands" {al-Hadeed 12). 

A third interpretation is that light, once again, means a physical light 
but in this life and not in the Hereafter. In other words, the faces or physical 
being of those who pray will have a presence of light about them. This is based 
on the Quranic verse, 



"Their mark [of faith] is on their faces from the traces of prostration (during 
their prayers)" (al-Fath 29). 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) stated that the prayer is "light". He 
did not confine it to any particular type of light but he left it general. Hence, it 
is possible that all three of the above meanings may have been meant by the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) in this statement. They are all plausible and 
acceptable. 2 

This hadith, therefore, is one portion of much evidence demonstrating 
the importance of the prayer. It will guide the person to and along the Straight 
Path. It will help him to know where that path is and will help him stay on it. In 
addition, it may be a light for him on the Day of Judgment that will guide him 
to the Path to Paradise. Indeed, it will be a light for him in this life also. 



1 Cf., al-Mudaabaghi, p. 186. 

2 Ibn Uthaimin also states that prayers will be a light forthe person in his grave. His evidence for 
that is not convincing. See ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 1, pp. 136-137. 
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The Difference between Noor jy (Light), Burhaan cMji (Rays) and Dhiyaa' 
(Illumination) 

In this hadith, the Prophet (peace be upon him) used a different word to 
describe prayer, charity and patience. There is, though, a close relationship 
between the three words used. They all are related to light or giving light. Light 
itself has a very important connotation in the Quran. It is closely related to the 
concepts of being guided, guidance and following guidance. 1 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) used the word jy {noor) for the 
prayer and »^ {dhiyaa) for patience. Dhiyaa* has a stronger implication than 
noor. Allah has used the word dhiyaa* to describe the sun and noor to describe 
the moon in the following verse, 

"It is He who made the sun a splendor of brightness and the moon a light" 
{Yoonus 5). Noor itself is a light. A light guides and, in general, is not harmful 
or damaging in any way. Noor is light without any burning to it. On the other 
hand, dhiyaa" is the thing itself that is shining and bright and giving off 
extreme heat. It is the thing that is the source of light and that can be harmful, 
for example, when touched. 2 

Noor is therefore more befitting for prayer than dhiyaa*. Siddiqi wrote, 
"The light of the moon is very soothing and comfortable, so is the case with 
prayer. It provides great comfort to the soul by bringing it into the presence of 
the Merciful Lord." 3 

On the other hand, patience, which has been described as dhiyaa*, 
usually involves a great deal of effort and work. Hence, it involves some kind 
of "heat" or "burning" with it. It still guides the person and may lead to his 
rescue from his situation. But that guidance comes only with the price of effort 
and work. Hence, it has been described differently from the prayers, although 
both of them are a sure "light" or guidance. 

For charity, the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) used the word 
u^jj {burhaan). Burhaan are the rays that are emitted by the sun. The rays 
point to the existence of the sun, the source of light. This is perhaps why the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) used that term for charity because, as shall be 



1 Al-Sabbaagh states that the word noor ("light") has been used with a spiritual meaning in thirty- 
five places in the Quran while it has been used in reference to its physical meaning in only about 
eight places. Al-Sabbaagh, p. 34. 

2 Ibn Rajab states that this is why the guidance of the Prophet Moses (peace be upon him) is 
usually described as dhiya while the guidance of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) is 
usually described as noor. The Law of Moses was known for being "difficult" or "burdensome", 
due to the Jews own responses to Allah's revelation. However, the Law of Muhammad (peace be 
upon him) came and removed all of those burdens from earlier times, as Allah states in al-Araaf, 
verse 157. See ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 25. 

3 Siddiqi, vol. 1, p. 148. 
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discussed below, charity points to the existence of one's faith in a manner 
similar to how the rays point to the existence of the sun. It is not a guiding light 
in the sense of prayer and patience. But it is a light that points to the existence 
of something else. 1 

"Charity is a proof." 

"Charity" or sadaqa is the giving of one's wealth to others for the sake 
of Allah. It includes giving to the poor and needy as well as giving to build 
mosques and so forth. 2 

As was just noted, the Prophet (peace be upon him) described charity, 
sadaqa, as a burhaan. Burhaan, again, are the rays that are emitted by the sun. 
Part of their significance is that they clearly and unequivocally point to the 
existence of their source, the sun. That is why a "proof or "definitive 
argument" is called a burhaan. It unequivocally points to the truth of what it is 
being used to prove. 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) has befittingly called charity a 
burhaan or demonstrative proof. This has been explained in more than one 
way. These explanations are not contradictory and they all could have been 
meant by the Prophet (peace be upon him) when he made this statement. 

One explanation is that the Prophet (peace be upon him) was alluding 
to the fact that sadaqa is a sign of one's true belief. 3 By its nature, wealth is 
something beloved to a human being. 4 

Allah says in the Quran, 



"And you love wealth with much love" {al-Fajr 20). The only way a person 
would give up part of his wealth is if he believed in something and loved 
something greater than that wealth. Hence, his overcoming of his desires and 
his willingness to part with something so beloved to his soul is a sign that he 



1 Numerous commentators noted the difference between noor and dhiya and why each was used 
for prayer and patience, respectively, but none of them noted the significance of using the word 
burhaan for charity as opposed to noor and dhiya. 

2 Ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 1, p. 137. 

3 Al-Nawawi points out that charity is called sadaqa because it points to the truthfulness (sidq) of 
one's faith. (Sadaqa and sidq are both derived from the same root.) See al-Nawawi, Sharh Matn, 
p. 100. 

In different verses of the Quran, Allah praises the one who "gives of his wealth even though he 
has love for it." (See, for example, al-Baqara 177.) Some understand these words to mean, 
"gives of his wealth out of love for Him [Allah]." In other words, there is a difference of opinion 
concerning the referent of the final masculine pronoun. The basic rule is that the pronoun refers 
to the closest possible referent unless there is evidence to show otherwise. In this case, it would 
refer to the wealth itself and not to Allah. See Husain al-Harbi, Qawaaid al-Tarjeeh ind al- 
Mufassireen: Diraasat Nadhariyyah Tatbeeqiyyah (Riyadh: Daar al-Qaasim, 1996), vol. 2, pp. 




621-629. 
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has true belief and love for Allah. Therefore, his willingness to sacrifice his 
wealth is a proof of his faith. 1 

Giving up part of one's wealth for the sake of Allah is a much greater 
sign of one's faith than mere lip service. Al-Qaari points out that, in general, 
hypocrites are not willing to give in charity (unless to be seen) for they are not 
willing to part with their wealth. 2 Al-Sabbaagh further noted, 

The correct measure — in most cases — for the faith of a 
person is his offering, spending and sacrificing... This is 
because it is very simple for a human to display his satisfaction 
with sound ideas and thought and to claim that he is a believer 
in them. But the true proof for his claim of faith is his offering, 
spending and sacrificing in the path of his beliefs and for what 
his beliefs require of him. 3 

A second explanation is that a person's sadaqa will be a proof for him 
on the Day of Judgment when he is asked about his wealth and how he used it 
in this life. He will rush to his charity and seek refuge in it in the same way that 
one rushes to a proof for support and help. 4 This is in relation to the hadith of 
the Prophet (peace be upon him), 

°^Pj Jii j^j °^Pj oliil iLi 6j*s- Jllo Jj&- jUlIiJl ^'ji -Lp I^Jj J j J V 

0*3 ™ r»j 1 "J 1 °u? 

"A person's foot will not move away on the Day of Resurrection until he is 
asked about his life and how he spent it, about his knowledge and how he acted 
upon it, about his wealth and how he earned and spent it, and about his 
body and how he used it." 5 At that moment when he is asked about how he 
spent his wealth, his sadaqa will appear as a demonstrative evidence for him 
that he had used it in the proper fashion. 

The Importance of Sadaqa 

This hadith is one of the many Quranic verses and hadith that 
demonstrate the importance of sadaqa. First, it is a proof of one's faith. In the 
Quran, there are numerous verses that relate true faith and spending together. 
For example, Allah has said, 

1 Ibn Rajab states that this is why some of the bedouins revolted after the death of the Prophet 
(peace be upon him). They were no longer willing to pay the zakat. This was a sign that they were 
lacking in their faith. Cf., ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 24. 

2 Al-Qaari, vol. 1, p. 320. 

3 Al-Sabbaagh, p. 38. 

4 Cf, al-Nawawi, Shark Saheeh, vol. 3, p. 100. 

5 Recorded by al-Tirmidhi. According to al-Albaani, it is hasan. See al-Albaani, Saheeh al- 
Jaami, vol. 2, pp. 1220-1221. 
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"This is the Book, whereof there is no doubt, a guidance for those who fear 
Allah: those who believe in the Unseen, establish the prayers and spend out of 
that which We have provided them" {al-Baqara 2-3). Elsewhere Allah says, 




"The believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a fear in their 
hearts, and when His verses are recited to them, they increase their faith; and 
they put their trust in their Lord (alone); who perform the prayers and spend 
out of that which We have provided them. It is they who are truly the believers. 
For them are grades of dignity with their Lord, and forgiveness and a generous 
provision" {al-Anfaal 2-4). 1 

Numerous hadith demonstrate the importance and virtuousness of 
spending in the way of Allah or sadaqa. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, 

"If someone gives in charity the equivalent of a date from his lawful and good 
earnings — and Allah only accepts what is lawful and good — Allah will take it 
in His right hand and raise it for its giver, in the same way that one of you 
raises his small colt, until it becomes similar to a mountain [in size]." 
(Recorded by al-Bukhari.) 

This hadith demonstrates how pleased Allah is with a person's 
sadaqa. 2 It also demonstrates that the amount that is given does not have to be 
large. A person may not have much that he can give in charity. However, that 
does not matter. He should still be willing to give in charity for there will be a 
great reward for him, Allah willing. Indeed, the little that he is able to give in 



1 Other verses which emphasize the relationship between being a believer and "spending", which 
includes sadaqa, are al-Hajj 34-35, al-Qasas 53-54 and al-Sajdah 15-16. 

2 Al-Baqara 261 is a verse that also demonstrates the great reward for giving charity. 
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charity may be enough to protect him from the Hell-fire. The Prophet (peace be 
upon him) advised his Companions and all Muslims by saying, 

"Protect yourselves from the Fire, even if by just half a date [given in charity]." 
(Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.) 

In fact, depending upon a person's situation and his desire to please 
Allah by giving charity, a small amount of charity may be rewarded in a greater 
fashion than a large amount of charity. The Prophet (peace be upon him) 
stated, 

i^-f j^ti jiiij, 5j ji^ jis an i yis jL '£* 

L^j jXai c_iJt ajLi aJC« (j^^*- -ii-^ jji^ Jl> J-*-jj *i ti^Coii 

"One dirham surpassed one hundred thousand [dirhams]." The people said, 
"O Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him), how is that?" He answered, 
"[This is the case of] one man had two dirhams and he took one of them and he 
gave it in charity and another man had a great deal of wealth and went to part 
of his wealth and gave away one hundred thousand [dirhams]." 2 

A very important point to realize is that when one spends for the sake 
of Allah, Allah will replace that money for the person. A person's wealth will 
not be depleted by giving in charity. To believe in this fact and actually put it 
into practice requires true faith — and sadaqa is a proof of one's faith, as stated 
above. Those who are weak in faith will only see their money leaving them and 
will not have the faith that Allah will somehow restore it to them. However, 
Allah says, 

"Say: Truly, my Lord enlarges the provision for whom He wills of His slaves, 
and [also] restricts it for him. And whatsoever you spend of anything [for 
Allah's cause], He will replace it. And He is the Best of Providers" (Saba^ 39). 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) also emphasized this point. He stated that 
Allah has said, 



1 Dirham is a type of currency. 

2 Recorded by al-Nasaai, ibn Hibbaan and al-Haakim. According to al-Albaani, it is hasan. See 
al-Albaani, Saheeh al-Jaami, vol. 1, p. 675. 
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"Spend, and you shall be spent upon." (Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.) 
In another hadith, the Prophet (peace be upon him) stated, 



"Charity does not in any way decrease wealth." (Recorded by Muslim.) 



There are two interpretations as to the meaning of the word patience in 
this phrase. According to some, it is a reference to the fast; in other words, 
"Fasting is a brightness." The word "fast" has been explicitly stated in one of 
the other narrations of this hadith. 1 

A second interpretation is to understand "patience" in its literal and 
general shareeah sense. 2 This interpretation is the one that will be followed in 
the commentary here. 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) described patience as a dhiyaa\ As 
described above, this implies that it is a type of light but it is not as soothing or 
easy on a person as noor. This is because patience is not always an easy thing 
for a person. By definition, it involves restraining oneself and controlling one's 
actions. It can even be as if one is actually in a burning fire. Things around may 
be seemingly out of control. However, if he has patience, that will lead him or 
guide him out of his difficulties in the same way that dhiyad or brightness 
gives light and guidance to a person. 

Patience, therefore, is like a bright shining splendor that can aid a 
person through his most difficult hour. Indeed, it may be the only thing that 
gives him hope of there being light at the end of the tunnel. This light and 
guidance, of course, comes from Allah as He is the One who is with those who 
are patient and He is the One whose remembrance is in their heart bringing 
them comfort. As Allah says, 



"Have patience. Verily, Allah is with those who are patient" {al-Anfaal 46). 

Al-Nawawi stated that as long as the person has praiseworthy 
patience, he will have light and guidance that will keep him along the Straight 



1 Fasting involves many of the same aspects as patience. Indeed, a hadith describes the month of 
Ramadhaan as the month of patience. According to al-Qari, if the hadith is understood to mean 
the fast, then dhiyaa has been used for fasting because dhiyaa only exists during the daytime, 
which is the time people fast. However, noor exists in both the daytime and nighttime. See al- 
Qaari, vol. 1, p. 320. 

2 The concept of patience was discussed in some detail in the commentary to Hadith Number 19. 




; Patience is a brightness. 
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Path. 1 This demonstrates the great importance of patience. During times of 
hardship, people easily stray from the Straight Path as they seek any solution to 
their problems, whether it is a permissible or forbidden solution. Similarly, 
during times of ease, when people have the wealth, time and ability to engage 
in forbidden acts, they need patience to keep them along the Straight Path. 
Hence, this light of patience at various levels is needed by everyone at 
practically all times. 

Al-Sabbaagh points out one more important subtlety in calling patience 
a dhiyaa*. This, he says, implies that a small amount of patience can overcome 
a great deal of hardship and "dark times" in the same way that a small dhiyaa 
can overcome a great deal of darkness. 2 

Al-Haitami also mentions that, as was noted above, the Quran has 
called the sun dhiyaa* and the moon noor. Noor, in this case, simply reflects 
the light of the source of light or dhiyaa* . In the same way, patience is called 
dhiyaa* because it is the real source. As explained in Hadith Number 19, 
patience includes the patience that is required to fulfill the obligatory deeds as 
well as remain away from the forbidden. Hence, without patience, there is no 
prayer, ablution, fasting and so forth. Patience in this sense is, in fact, the 
source for all of the other "light" that comes from prayer and other deeds. 
Therefore, it is truly the dhiyaa* or splendid and bright source of light. 3 

Allah has given patience precedence over prayers in the following 

verse, 

J}*~^JI NI ( 3 >r _SJ SjL^aJlj \j 

"Seek help in patience and prayer. And truly this is hard except upon the true 
believers who humble themselves [to Allah]" (al-Baqara 45). Al-Haitami states 
that Allah has mentioned the most important aspectfi rst (patience), followed 
by another important aspect (prayer). Al-Haitami also mentions the following 
verse, 

jyj^i Us!^ lj-JU=.j HJ *£J jHH^ LiW-J 

"And We made from among them [the Tribes of Israel], leaders giving 
guidance under Our command, when they were patient and believed with 
certainty in Our signs" (al-Sajdah 24). Al-Haitami notes that Allah states the 
cause as, "when they were patient," and not, "when they prayed." 4 

Al-Qaari comments that patience is a dhiyaa* for the person in the 
grave. In other words, if a person has patience, meaning he fulfills the 



1 Al-Nawawi, Sharh Saheeh, vol. 3, p. 101. 

2 Al-Sabbaagh, p. 59. The same cannot be said for a small amount of light (noor). 

3 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 188. 

4 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 189. 
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obligatory and avoids the forbidden, Allah will reward him by giving him light 
in the darkness and compact space of his grave. 1 

"The Quran is either an argument for or against you." 

In this hadith, the Prophet (peace be upon him) makes it clear that the 
Quran is either a proof for someone or a proof against him. There is no third, 
neutral party. One must be from one group or the other. This is similar to what 
Allah has said in the Quran, 

- V ,, m 

"And We send down of the Quran that which is a healing and a mercy to those 
who believe. And it increases the wrongdoers nothing but loss" {al-Israa 82). 

This verse shows the diametrically opposite results that come about 
through the Quran. If a person rums to it with belief and seeks its guidance, it is 
a healing and a mercy. However, if a person ignores the Quran and refuses to 
follow it, that does not harm the Quran in any way. Indeed, that only harms the 
person himself. The Quran will then come as a witness against that person and 
will lead him to the Hell-fire. 

Commenting on this verse, Qatada stated that no one sits with the 
Quran except that it will either increase or decrease him. 2 In other words, any 
time one listens to the Quran, it will either increase his faith and blessings or it 
will cause him greater harm due to his neglect of it. One of the early scholars 
stated that a person may be reading the Quran while the Quran is cursing him. 
For example, in the Quran, Allah curses the wrongdoers while the person 
himself is reading the Quran and not applying it. He is, therefore, one of the 
wrongdoers. He is reading his own curse and not even realizing it. 3 

One of the early scholars stated that no one sits with the Quran and 
stands up from it while remaining the same as he was before. Either he profited 
from it or he lost due to it. And then the person recited the above verse. 4 
The Companion ibn Masood stated that if a person puts the Quran in front of 
him, as a guide, it will lead him to Paradise. If he puts it behind him, not using 
it as a guide, it will take him to the Hell-fire. On another occasion, he said, 
"The Quran will come on the Day of Resurrection. It will intercede for its 
companion and will be a guide to Paradise. Or it will come as a witness against 
him and drive him to the Hell-fire." 5 



1 Al-Qaari, vol. l,p. 320. 

2 Quoted in al-Qurtubi, vol. 10, p. 321 . 

3 Cf., al-Sabbaagh, p. 68. 

4 Quoted in ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 26. 

5 Quoted in ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 27. 
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Abu Musa al-Ashari, another Companion, stated, "This Quran will be a 
reward for you or it will be a burden upon you. Follow the Quran and do not 
have the Quran follow you up. For one who follows the Quran, he will descend 
with it into the gardens of Paradise. And for one who is followed up by the 
Quran, he will have it take him by the back of his neck and he will be thrown 
into the Hell-fire." 1 

The Quran is First and Foremost a Book of Guidance 

In the opening verses of surah al-Baqarah, at the beginning of the 
Quran, it is explicitly mentioned that the Quran is guidance. This demonstrates 
the major goal of the Quran: to guide humanity to the Straight Path with all of 
its connotations. As Abdul Hameed Siddiqi wrote, 

This explains the main purpose of this Divine Book. This Book 
is primarily meant as a Book of right guidance for humanity. It 
is neither the Book explaining the fundamentals of physical 
sciences nor the laws of medical science, it is meant to guide 
people to the path of righteousness. This book is in fact a 
visible expression of a very favourable response from the Lord 
for the supplication made to Him in the concluding part of 
Sura al-Fatiha that Allah, in His infinite mercy, should direct 
the humanity on the right path. 2 

Although this point should be quite obvious, it is something that is 
often forgotten. People have a tendency to rum to the Quran for reasons other 
than trying to receive the guidance of how to believe and live. People read it 
for the sake of barakah (blessings) or to cure illnesses. Some read it as some 
sort of intellectual journey, learning about the past, metaphysics or to get some 
temporary spiritual high. When this occurs, and the Quran is not looked upon 
first and foremost as a book of guidance, the true blessing and teaching of the 
Quran is lost, although people might still continue to read it. 3 

It also should be noted that the guidance that it gives covers all realms 
of human life. In other words, it is not simply a guidance related to ritual 
matters. It guides man in its relation to his Lord, to other humans in society, 
and even to himself. The fundamental and guiding principles for social, 
political and financial life are all encompassed as part of its teachings and 
guidance. 

The most important guidance it contains is the guidance related to 
knowing one's Lord and one's relationship with his Lord. Allah has made all of 



1 Quoted in ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 28. 

2 Abdul Hameed Siddiqi, The Holy Quran: English Translation and Explanatory Notes (Lahore, 
Pakistan: Islamic Book Centre, n.d.), vol. 1, p. 11, fn. 5. 

3 See the author's "How to Approach and Understand the Quran" (I), al-Basheer (Vol. 5, No. 2, 
July-August 1991), pp. 1 1-14, for a more-detailed discussion of this point. 
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these matters very clear in the Quran. If a person sincerely rums to the Quran 
and sincerely seeks this guidance from the Quran, this Quran will be a proof or 
witness for him on the Day of Judgment. However, if a person turns away from 
the Quran and does not bother to benefit from what the Quran has to offer him, 
then the Quran will be a proof against him on the Day of Judgment. 

Allah's revealing of the Quran is one of the greatest blessings that He 
has bestowed upon mankind. There is virtually no excuse for anyone's not 
benefiting from the Quran. The meaning of the Quran is clear. Its message to 
all of mankind is clear. If a person does not rum to it, leam it and apply it, he 
will be misusing one of the greatest blessings from Allah. On the Day of 
Resurrection, he will have no argument on his behalf. Instead, it will be the 
Quran that will be a witness against him. 

On the other hand, if a person turns to the Quran and benefits from this 
great blessing in a proper way, it will be a witness or proof for him on the Day 
of Judgment. He had followed the guidance that came from Allah and this was 
all that was required from him in this life. In the Hereafter, the Quran will be 
his guide to Paradise. 

"And everyone goes out in the morning and sells himself, either freeing or 

destroying himself." 

This part of the hadith is stating an important aspect of reality. Every 
day a human is faced with a new situation. Every morning he gets up, he is 
going to do something. Every day he is either going to obey Allah or he is 
going to disobey Allah. In essence, every day he is going to be setting himself 
free from the Hell-fire or leading himself to the Hell-fire and his own 
destruction. Like the stance toward the Quran, there is no third option. Every 
day of a person's life, he is either doing something that will set his soul free or 
he is doing something that will destroy himself. Even the person who sits and 
seemingly does absolutely nothing is, in reality, actually leading himself to 
some result. 

Allah says in the Quran, 

"Certainly, your efforts and deeds are diverse (different in aims and purposes); 
as for him who gives and keeps his duty to Allah and fears Him, and believes 
in a reward [from Allah], We will make smooth for him the path of ease 
[goodness]. But he who is greedy and thinks himself self-sufficient, and belies 
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the good reward, We will make smooth for him the path for evil" {al-Lail 4- 
10). 

The one who is successful is the one who sells himself to Allah or buys 
his freedom from Allah. Allah has said in the Quran, 

<J3 usj^ <Ljio j-L i -a- ^ ? o jh ^.-* Jsr-* ^ >— ^J-' r 8 - - 

EL El * 



"Verily, Allah has purchased of the believers their lives and their wealth for 
[the price] that theirs will be Paradise. They fight in Allah's cause, so they kill 
and are killed. It is a promise in truth which is binding on Him in the Torah and 
the Gospel and the Quran. And who is truer to his covenant than Allah? Then 
rejoice in the bargain which you have concluded. This is the supreme success" 
{al-Tauba 111). They have given their lives and wealth in this world for the 
sake of Allah. Actually, their lives and wealth were given to them by Allah. 
But, in His mercy, Allah will "take them back" in exchange for Paradise. 
In another verse, Allah says, 

C-J'JfrJ Al>l_} OUtf j-* fXjC^\ <^~-A-> (Jj-^-i Cf 

"And of mankind is he who would sell himself, seeking the pleasure of Allah. 
And Allah is full of kindness to [His] slaves" {al-Baqara 207). 

These are the people who "sell themselves" for the sake of Allah. 
However, the disbelievers sell themselves to Satan, to this world or to their 
desires. Such a trade can never bring about anything beneficial because, in 
reality, these trading partners have nothing to offer. All that they can offer are 
delusions and promises that end up to be punishment in the Hereafter. 

People sell themselves for money, power, lusts and so forth. Many 
times, they are willing to give up their dignity for these things. In reality, they 
are simply selling themselves in exchange for the Hell-fire. Their trade is an 
evil one indeed. This is why Allah describes some of the unbelievers in the 
following way, 

o - % - a 

"And how bad indeed was that for which they sold their own souls, if they but 
knew" (al-Baqara 102). 
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Al-Qari explains this hadith by saying, "Everyone who abandons this 
world and gives preference to the Hereafter has purchased himself from his 
Lord for this world. Therefore, he sets himself free. Whoever abandons the 
Hereafter and gives preference to this world, then he is selling the Hereafter 
and is destroying himself." 1 

Ibn Uthaimin gives a comparison between the believer and unbeliever 
in the light of this passage. He states that a believer gets up in the early 
morning and the first thing he does is make ablution and purify himself. And, 
"Purification is half of the faith." Then he goes and prays. Hence, he is 
beginning his morning with tauheed and belief in Allah. Indeed, as soon as he 
awakes, before he even gets to making ablution, he should recite certain words 
of dhikr. He is indeed setting himself free from the Hell-fire. 

On the other hand, an unbeliever gets up in disobedience to Allah. He 
does not remember Allah and does not begin his day with specific worship of 
Allah. In fact, the food and drink he gets in the morning will be a source of 
punishment in the Hereafter. The clothing he wears will be a source of 
punishment for him in the Hereafter. This is because they are all bounties from 
Allah, yet he refused to give gratitude to Allah for those bounties. Hence, 
everyday he is selling his soul and leading himself to his own destruction. 2 

Finally, the word that the Prophet (peace be upon him) used, 
implies one who exchanges something for something else. In that case, it 
applies equally well to a seller or a buyer. This is a type of speech in Arabic 
where the Prophet (peace be upon him) could have meant both aspects: buying 
and selling. In other words, every morning the person goes out and either buys 
himself from Allah or he sells himself to Satan. 

Other Points Related to this Hadith 

• This hadith demonstrates the great mercy and blessing of Allah. Allah has 
prescribed certain deeds that are very easy to perform. They do not require 
sacrifice of life or wealth; but their effects can be great on a person, while 
their reward in Allah's sight is very great. These acts are the statements of 
dhikr. al-hamdulillah and subhaanallaah. When a person realizes how 
merciful Allah is in this regard, it should make him love Allah more and 
remember Him even more fervently. 3 

• Al-Sindi states that no one will have the right attitude toward the Quran 
until he truly realizes who the Sender is and who it is sent to. The Sender is 
Allah, the Master of the Day of Judgment, the One in whose Hand is the 
Dominions of the Heavens and the Earth. It is sent to mankind — those who 
are lost without the guidance from their Lord and who are in need of their 



1 Al-Qaari, vol. 1, p. 321. 

2 Ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 1, p. 139. 

3 Al-Sabbaagh, p. 21. 



738 



Hadith #23: "Purification is Half of Faith..." 

Lord's help in every moment of their life. The Quran is the guidance that 
has come to them from their Lord. How can anyone ignore it and not apply 
it properly once he realizes exactly who it came from and what its purpose 
is? When a person realizes these aspects, he will turn to the Quran in the 
proper way and, in the Hereafter, the Quran will be a witness on his 
behalf. 1 

The believer is precious and worthy of great dignity. He knows that his 
soul is worth more than anything that this world has to offer. Hence, he 
will sell it only to the most qualified buyer and for the best price. He will 
only sell it to his Lord and only for his Lord's pleasure. Anything else 
would be an insult to the dignity and honor that a believer should have, for 
he is one of Allah's noble creatures. 2 

Summary of the Hadith 

"Purification is half of the faith." This either means that purification, such 
as ablution, is so essential to the prayer that it becomes like half of the 
prayer, with the word "faith" meaning prayer here. Or it means that 
purifying oneself from associating partners with Allah or from committing 
sins fulfills half of the faith. 

The simple words, al-hamdulillah, when said with belief and adherence are 

very great in Allah's sight. Indeed, these words fill the scale. 

The words, subhaanallaah and al-hamdulillah, together are also so great 

that they fill what is between the heavens and the earth. 

"Prayer is a light" means that the effect of prayer is like a light of guidance. 

Prayer keeps the person away from performing evil deeds. In addition, 

prayer will be transformed into a light for the person to guide him to 

Paradise on the Day of Judgment. 

"Charity is a proof." Charity is a proof of one's true belief in Allah. On the 
Day of Resurrection, when the slave is asked about his wealth and how he 
spent it, his charity will come as a clear proof that he used his wealth 
properly. 

Patience is a brightness that every individual needs. Indeed, this brightness 
is the source of light and guidance. It is this light that guides the person to 
performing the obligatory deeds, abstaining from evil deeds and behaving 
properly in the face of every situation he meets. 

The Quran will either be a proof for the individual or a proof against him. 
There is no third category. Either the person believes in and obeys the 
Quran or he does not. If he does, it will be a witness on his behalf. If he 
does not, it will be a witness against him. 



1 Al-Sindi, Sharh al-Arbaeen, p. 78. 

2 Cf, al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 1 70. 
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• Every day, whether the individual realizes this or not, he is either taking 
himself closer to his own rescue or to his own destruction. This is an 
inescapable fact of life. He can either free himself by selling himself to 
Allah or he can destroy himself by selling himself to Satan, his lusts or this 
world. 
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Hadith #24: 

"O My Servants, I Have Forbidden Wrongdoing for 

Myself..." 

C*il£ U Jtf 4j1 J^-J JP <£> £P 4JJ>: (^Lj 4^P 

03 4aUsr j ^ ^Ul c-»y- 

^ ^^k-ii tout! y h\ <*juv <^t> t* ^roif 
^jiJs-tt tfjir ^ ^ jip ^Ir <#i# u ^if 

J« > ^ ^rj (&Jfi ? 

u; ^& j du> ay 6 j& j*3 v« 
Jip \jx ^ ^>r, y ji 
i; ih» ^ a4 u urO ^ >*f 

^ I jitf ^r) j&Jij j£>Tj j^f ij y <^Cp 

' Jl *" * * t a' V *t ' 
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oi m > yj m o^ii i> a*j ^ 

- 

* ,0 * > .. 

(*™ JJ 

On the authority of Abu Dharr al-Ghifaari, may Allah be 
pleased with him, from the Prophet (blessings of Allah and 
peace be upon him), from among the sayings he relates 
from his Lord (may He be glorified) that He said, "O My 
servants, I have forbidden wrongdoing for Myself and I 
have made it forbidden for you. Therefore, do not wrong 
one another. O My servants, all of you are lost except for 
those whom I have guided. Therefore, seek guidance from 
Me and I will guide you. O My servants, all of you are 
hungry except for those whom I have fed. Therefore, seek 
food from Me and I will feed you. O My servants, all of you 
are naked except for those whom I have clothed. Therefore, 
seek clothing from Me and I will clothe you. O My 
servants, you sin by night and by day, and I forgive all sins. 
Therefore, seek forgiveness from Me and I will forgive you. 
O My servants, you will not be able to harm Me so as to 
bring any harm to Me, and you will not be able to benefit 
Me so as to bring any benefit to Me. O My servants, if the 
first and last of you and the human and jinn of you were as 
pious as the most pious heart of anyone among you, it 
would not add anything to My dominion. O My servants, if 
the first and last of you and the human and jinn of you 
were as wicked as the most wicked heart of anyone among 
you, it would not decrease anything from My dominion. O 
My servants, if the first and last of you and the human and 
jinn of you were to gather together on [the same sector] of 
land and all asked of Me and if I were to give everyone of 
them what he asked, that would not decrease what I have 
any more than a needle decreases what is in the ocean 
when it is put into it. O My servants, it is but your deeds 
that I reckon for you. Then I recompense you for them. 
The one who finds good is to give praises to Allah. The one 
who finds other than this should not blame anyone but 
himself." 

(Recorded by Muslim.) 
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Selected Vocabulary 

lj - "O," this is a term calling to someone or some people. 

^jUc - "My servants," the 14 at the end makes it a possessive first person. 

^"j^ - "I have forbidden," the ^ makes it past tense, first person. 

flkll - "oppression, injustice, wrongdoing"; see the discussion of its meaning below. 

- "my soul, self," is soul or self; the 1/ at the end makes it a possessive, first 
person. 

- "I have made it," the » at the end is the pronoun "it," while the ^ again makes 
it past tense, first person. 

j&a - "among you" (plural) 

- "therefore, do not" 

l^Ak; - "oppress, wrong one another" 

pSIS - "all of you" 

lM> - "lost, astray, misguided" 

- "I have guided him" 

^jj^iii - "therefore, seek guidance from Me", the <-» represents, "therefore, then"; the 
w gives the inference of seeking something; the 1/ at the end, in this case, 
implies, "from Me" 





- "hungry" 




- "I fed him" 


> 


- "naked" 




- "I clothed him" 




- "you (plural) commit sins" 


JJL 


- "by, during the night" 




- "the day" 




- "the sins" 




- "all" 


t y J jiii^\i- "therefore, seek forgiveness from Me' 


IjiLs 


- "reach, attain" 




- "harming Me" 




- "benefiting Me" 


pi 


-"first of you" 




- "last of you" 




- "most pious," having the most taqwa 




- "added" 




- "My dominion" 




- "most wicked, most impious" 




- "decreased" 




- "stand," plural 




-"then ask of Me" 


1 * n L<- 1 a 


- "then I gave" 




- "the needle" 




- "entered" 


J^ 1 


- "the ocean" 
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f^Aj' - "I recompense you," this comes from the word NjVjjJI which implies a 
complete and proper recompense without any shortcoming, whether the 
recompense be good or evil. 1 

J*j -"he found" 
- "he blames" 

Takhreej 

This hadith is authentic. It was recorded by Muslim, al-Bukhari in his 
book al-Adab al-Mufrad, ibn Khuzaima in his book al-Tauheed, al-Tabaraani 
in al-Dua and Musnad al-Shaamiyeen, al-Baihaqi, al-Haakim and many others 
through the chain of Saeed ibn Abdul Azeez from Rabeeah ibn Yazeed from 
Abu Idrees al-Khaulaani from Abu Dharr. 

It was also recorded, with slightly different wording, by Muslim, 
Ahmad, al-Tayaalisi and ibn Khuzaima in al-Tauheed from Humaam from 
Qataadah from Abu Qilaabah from Abu Dharr. Abdul Razzaaq also records it 
from Mamar from Ayyoob from Abu Qilaabah from Abu Dharr. 

Al-Tirmidhi, ibn Maajah, ibn Abu Shaibah and others recorded it from 
Shahr ibn Haushab from Abdul Rahmaan ibn Ghanam from Abu Dharr. 2 That 
narration includes the following passages that differ from the narration under 
discussion here: 

J* </* & 'c?'> ijjj^^ '<y ^1 J*i* G 

"O My servants, all of you are sinners except for the ones I pardoned. 
Therefore, seek forgiveness from Me and I will forgive you. Whoever knows 
that I have the power to forgive and he then seeks My forgiveness by My 
power, I forgive Him and I don't mind... You are all poor except for the ones I 
enrich. Therefore, ask of Me and I will enrich you... That [giving to all of you] 
does not decrease My dominion. This is because I am generous, noble and 



1 Al-Mudaabaghi, p. 199. 

2 Cf., ibn Muhammad, p. 1 56. 
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self-sufficient. My giving is a word and my punishment is a word. If I want 
something, I say to it, 'Be' and it becomes." 

General Comments About This Hadith 

Al-Sindi stated that this is one of the most important hadith; it is a 
must to memorize it and ponder over its meanings as it has uncountable 
important points to it. 1 Sultaan points out that it prohibits all forms of 
injustice and oppression — thus leading to justice, which is one of the main 
goals of the shareeah. Furthermore, he states, it encourages one to pray to 
Allah for guidance and one's worldly needs, for supplication is one of the 
greatest forms of worship. The hadith also discusses some of the attributes of 
Allah, such as His being free of any need of this creation. 2 

Whenever Abu Idrees al-Khaulaani narrated this hadith, he would fall 
down on his knees out of respect and awe for what this hadith contains. 3 

About the Narrator: Abu Dharr al-Ghifaari 

The life of Abu Dharr has already been discussed under Hadith 
Number 18. 

From among the sayings he relates from his Lord (may He be glorified) 

This means that this hadith is a qudsi hadith. Qudsi hadith are those 
hadith that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) related from the Lord. 
Mullah Ali al-Qaari has given the following excellent definition for hadith 
qudsi. He wrote, 

It is that which is related by the foremost of relaters and the 
most reliable of authorities, the best of blessings and 
salutations be upon him, from Allah, may He be glorified, 
sometimes through the medium of Gabriel, upon whom be 
blessings and peace, and sometimes by revelation, inspiration 
and dreams. Allah having entrusted to him the expressing of it 
in such words as he wished. It differs from the Quran in that 
the revelation of the latter was only through the medium of the 
Upright Soul [Gabriel] and is restricted to the wording 
specifically revealed from the Preserved Tablet... 4 

Such hadith usually take one of the following forms: (1) Some begin 
with, "The Prophet (peace be upon him) says from among the sayings he 



1 Al-Sindi, Sharh, p. 84. 

2 Sultaan, p. 210. 

3 Cf., al-Nawawi, Sharh Matn, p. 1 04. 

4 Quoted in Ezzedin Ibrahim and Denys Johnson-Davies, Forty Hadith Qudsi (Beirut: The Holy 
Koran Publishing House, 1980), p. 8. 



745 



Commentary on the Forty Hadith of al-Nawawi 

related from his Lord..." (2) Sometimes they begin with, "Allah the Almighty 
has said, from among the sayings related from Him by the Messenger of 
Allah..." (3) Or, "The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said that Allah 
has said..." (4) The words of Allah may be referred to as written instead of 
spoken. (5) Sometimes the words from Allah are between or introduced by a 
statement of the Messenger of Allah. (6) And, finally, an indirect but clear 
reference may be made to a statement of Allah in the words of the Messenger 
of Allah (peace be upon him). 

The Customarily Given Differences Between QudsiHadith and the Quran 

One might ask what the differences between a qudsi hadith and the 
Quran are. Al-Qattaan has noted what is commonly considered the five 
differences between the two. They are: 

(1) The Quran was revealed by Allah in both meaning and wording 
through the angel Gabriel to the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). It 
was not received through any form of inspiration, such as a dream, vision and 
so forth. Hadith qudsi, on the other hand, may be received through any of those 
means. 

(2) The Quran was established as a miracle and a challenge to all of 
mankind until the Day of Judgment. Hadith qudsi are not considered 
miraculous as such and are not a challenge to mankind. 

(3) The Quran is only stated or related with reference to Allah. One can 
only say, for example, "Allah says in the Quran..." Hadith qudsi, on the other 
hand, are reports narrated by the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) and, 
hence, are related from him from Allah. 

(4) All of the Quran is mutawaatir and qati'ee al-thaboot} The 
majority of the qudsi hadith do not meet the standards of mutawaatir. They are, 
therefore, subject to the rules and grading of hadith. Some such hadith are 
sahih, some are hasan, some are weak and others are fabricated. 

(5) With respect to the Quran, both the wording and the meaning were 
revealed to the Prophet (peace be upon him) from Allah. With respect to hadith 
qudsi, only the meaning was revealed to the Prophet (peace be upon him) while 
the wording came from the Prophet himself. Therefore, it is allowed to narrate 
qudsi hadith according to their meanings only (for those who allow narration of 
hadith according to their meanings) but this is not allowed for the Quran. 

(6) Finally, only the Quran is allowed for the recitation in the prayer. 
Furthermore, the one who recites it will receive ten rewards for each letter of 



Mutawaatir means that the transmission has been continuous since the time of the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) to such an extent that it is inconceivable that all of the narrators 
coincidentally made the same mistake or all agreed upon a forgery. If a hadith is mutawaatir, it 
does not need to be graded under to the rules of hadith because it is authentic a priori. Qati'ee al- 
thaboot, "definitively confirmed", implies that no Muslim has the right to reject any part of it. 
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the Quran that he recites. Hadith qudsi may not be recited as part of the prayer 
nor is there any special reward for reciting hadith qudsi. 1 

Critique of the Customary Approach 

There does not seem to be any room for dispute concerning (1), (2) (3) 
and (6) above. However, (4) and (5) need some clarification or comment. 

It is not correct to say that one of the differences between qudsi hadith 
and the Quran is that all of the Quran is mutawaatir while qudsi hadith may be 
sahih, hasan, weak and so forth. Many scholars state that the conditions for a 
narration to be considered part of the Quran are three: (a) it must be 
mutawaatir, (b) it must be consistent with at least one of the copies of the 
Quran that Uthman distributed throughout the Muslims lands, and (c) it must 
be consistent with the Arabic language. However, if (a) is met, the other two 
conditions become redundant or superfluous. By definition, (a) implies that the 
report is such that it cannot be questioned or doubted. Hence, what is the need 
for the other two conditions? Some specialists in Quranic recitation state that 
the first condition is not that of being mutawaatir but only that the chain must 
be sahih. 2 Indeed, al-Namlah states what the scholars mean when they that the 
recital be mutawaatir is simply that it has an authentic chain back to the 
Prophet (peace be upon him), 3 and not the usage of the term mutawaatir 
according to the scholars of hadith. In this way, the other two conditions 
become meaningful because they ensure that, although the chain might be 
sahih, that no mistake has been made in the transmission of the recitation. 

Furthermore, there are recitations of the Quran that are considered 
rejected or shaadh ("irregular"), since they do not meet the conditions stated 
above for the Quran. This is no different from saying that there are qudsi hadith 



1 Minaa al-Qattaan, Mabaahith fi Uloom al-Quran (Beirut: Muassasat al-Risaalah, 1981), pp. 
25-29. Virtually the same points are also made in Sultan, pp. 210-212; Muhammad Ubaidaat, 
Dirasaat fi Uloom al-Quran (Amman, Jordan: Daar Ammaar, 1990), pp. 53-55; Ahmad Von 
Denffer, Ulum Al-Quran: An Introduction to the Sciences of the Quran (Leicester, United 
Kingdom: The Islamic Foundation, 1994), pp. 20-21. 

2 This is the conclusion of the experts in Quranic recitation, Makki ibn Abu Taalib and ibn al- 
Jaziri. [For quotes from them, see Ahmad al-Baili, Al-Ikhtilaaf Bain al-Qiraat (Beirut: Daar al- 
Jeel, 1988), p. 77; also see Khaalid al-Sabt, Qawaaid al-Tafseer: Jamaan wa Diraasah (al- 
Khobar, Saudi Arabia, 1997), vol. 1, pp. 84-85.] According to al-Funaisaan's doctoral thesis, 
such was also the opinion of ibn Taimiya, although al-Funaisaan did not give a reference for that 
opinion. See Saood al-Funaisaan, Ikhtilaaf al-Mufassireen: Asbaabahu wa Athaarahu (Riyadh: 
Daar Ishbeeliyyah, 1997), p. 85. This was also the conclusion of Hasan Itr in his thesis, Al-Ahruf 
al-Sabah wa Manzalat al-Qiraat Minna (Beirut: Daar al-Bashaair al-Islaamiyah, 1988), pp. 320- 
321. This conclusion does not affect the fact that the Quran is definitively confirmed. The Quran, 
as a whole, is mutawaatir but not every reading need be mutawaatir to be considered part of the 
Quran. 

3 Abdul Kareem al-Namlah, Itihaaf Dhawee al-Basaair bi-Sharh Raudhat al-Naadhir fi Usool 
al-Fiqh ala Madhhab al-Imaam Ahmad ibn Hanbal (Riyadh: Daar al-Aasimah, 1996), vol. 2, p. 
304. 
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that are weak or rejected. Hence, (3) above cannot be considered a true 
difference between the Quran and qudsi hadith. 

Finally, if one is talking about the essential difference between the 
Quran and qudsi hadith, it is irrelevant to discuss whether one is mutawaatir 
and the other is not. Obviously, the essential differences between them existed 
at the time of the Prophet (peace be upon him) when the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) himself narrated these statements. At that time, there was no concept 
of mutawaatir and the Prophet (peace be upon him) would sometimes send 
individual teachers to specific tribes to teach the Quran. Hence, the question of 
mutawaatir is completely irrelevant to the issue of the difference in nature 
between qudsi hadith and the Quran. 

There is also a difference of opinion concerning the wording of qudsi 
hadith. Does that wording come from Allah or does it come from the Prophet 
(peace be upon him)? As stated above in (4), al-Qattaan is of the view that its 
wording is from the Prophet (peace be upon him). Al-Sabbaagh is also of this 
opinion. He states that if the wording and meaning were both from Allah, then, 
from the shareeah point of view, it should be given the same status as the 
Quran. He claims that there would then be no reason to distinguish between the 
two wordings from Allah. He then argues that if that were the case, it would 
not be allowed to narrate a qudsi hadith according to its meaning (which the 
scholars say is acceptable). He also states that then it could be used in worship 
like the Quran, but no scholar says that. 

Al-Sabbaagh then poses the following question, "If the wording is not 
from Allah, why is the quote attributed to Allah?" Al-Sabbaagh states that this 
is not problematic and is common in the Arabic language. It implies that what 
the quotation contains of meaning is from Allah and not that the exact words 
are from Allah. He argues that this is similar to Allah quoting the previous 
prophets in the Quran and saying, for example, "Moses said," while, in fact, 
Moses did not speak Arabic and those are not his exact words. 1 Those quotes 
only contain the meaning of what Moses said. Al-Sabbaagh then quotes 
Mustafa al-Zarqa as saying that qudsi hadith are like giving a person a text to 
translate. The translated text is still ascribed to the original speaker although 
the wording is not his. 2 

But that inevitably leads to the following question: If qudsi hadith are 
simply inspired by Allah and in the Prophet's wording, what is the difference 
then between qudsi hadith and the remainder of the Prophet's speech which 
was also inspired by Allah? The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) 
stated, 



1 Obviously, in such a case, that fact is understood by the listener, since the listener knows that 
Moses, for example, did not preach in Arabic. However, there is no need to make that assumption 
with respect to quoting what has been inspired from Allah. Allah can make that revelation in 
Arabic. 

2 Al-Sabbaagh, pp. 84-86. He also makes the argument that the Quran is mutawaatir while qudsi 
hadith are not. 
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"Certainly, I have been given the Book and what is similar to it with it." 1 
Furthermore, there are numerous verses in the Quran to the effect of the 
following verses, 



"Allah has sent down [revealed] to you the Book and the Hikmah and taught 
you that which you know not. And Ever Great is the Grace of Allah unto you" 
{al-Nisaa 113). 



"He [Allah] it is Who sent among the unlettered ones a Messenger from among 
themselves, reciting to them His Verses, purifying them, and teaching them the 
Book and the Hikmah 2 . And, verily, they had been before in manifest error" 
(al-Jumuah 2). Allah also says, 



"And remember that which is recited in your houses of the Verses of Allah and 
the Hikmah" {al-Ahzaab 34). 3 

Commenting on verses of this nature, al-Shafi'ee stated, 

I have heard from those with whom I am pleased of the people 
of knowledge of the Quran who said that the Hikmah is the 
sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him). This is 
the most likely opinion, Allah knows best. This is because the 
Quran has been mentioned and is followed by mention of the 
Hikmah. Allah also mentioned His bounties upon His creation 
by their being taught the Book and Hikmah. Therefore, it is not 
allowed, Allah knows best, to call the Hikmah here anything 



Recorded by Ahmad and Abu Dawood. According to al-Albaani, it is sahih. See al-Albaani, 
Saheeh al-Jaami, vol. 1, p. 516. Hence, the Prophet (peace be upon him) received two forms of 
revelation. One is recited in the Book or Quran. The second, his sunnah, is not recited but it is 
also revelation from Allah. 

2 Hikmah literally means, "wisdom". However, to translate it in such a general sense in this verse 
may not be proper, as the text above demonstrates. 

3 Also see al-Baqara 23 1 for another verse with clear reference to the revelation of al-Hikmah. 
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other than the sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (peace be 
upon him). 1 

In other words, the sunnah as a whole is considered a form of 
"inspiration" from Allah but in the wording of the Prophet (peace be upon 
him). 2 What then would distinguish qudsi hadith from other hadith of the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) if the inspiration in both cases is from Allah and 
the wording from the Prophet (peace be upon him)? In this case, also, there is 
no need for the Prophet (peace be upon him) to state, "Allah said," when, in 
fact, the words did not come from Allah. 

Perhaps, this is an issue that cannot be resolved based on the 
information available. There is no strong evidence to definitively conclude that 
the wording of qudsi hadith comes from either Allah or the Prophet (peace be 
upon him). Personally, this author leans toward the view that the wording 
comes directly from Allah. 

The important point is that such qudsi hadith are known not to be part 
of the Quran. This is known from the Prophet (peace be upon him) himself. 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) would distinguish between the Quran and 
qudsi hadith. Whenever a verse of the Quran was revealed to him, he would 
call one of his scribes — and he had specific scribes for the recording of the 
Quran, such as Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthmaan, Zaid ibn Thaabit and others. He 
would then tell the scribe to place that newly revealed verse in surah such and 
such. 3 Furthermore, the Prophet (peace be upon him) never recited qudsi hadith 
in the prayers nor did he read them back to the Angel Gabriel when going over 
the Quran. 

The important matter, then, is that the qudsi hadith were distinguished 
from the Quran by the Prophet (peace be upon him) himself. This is how it is 
known that such statements from Allah do not form part of the Quran. 
However, this in itself does not rule out the possibility that the wording of 
qudsi hadith are from Allah. The Prophet (peace be upon him) narrated them as 
Allah's words and this is probably the strongest indication concerning this 
matter. This implies that they are words from Allah but it was made clear to the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) that they did not form part of the Quran. This 
direct inspiration of wording is what distinguishes them from the remainder of 
the statements of the Prophet (peace be upon him). 



1 Muhammad ibn Idrees al-Shafi'ee, al-Risaalah (Ahmad Shakir, ed., no other publication 
information given), p. 78. 

2 An excellent discussion demonstrating that the sunnah is a revelation from Allah may be found 
in al-Husain Shawaat (al-Houcine Chouat), Hujjiyat al-Sunnah (Falls Church, VA: American 
Open University, n.d.), pp. 29-37. 

3 This was reported by ibn Abbaas and Uthmaan. Such reports have been recorded by al- 
Tirmidhi, Ahmad, ibn Hibbaan, al-Haakim and others. Cf, Khaalid al-Ik, Tareekh Tautheeq Nass 
al-Quran al-Kareem (Beirut: Daar al-Fikr, 1986), pp. 30-31; Muhammad Abu Shahbah, al- 
Madkhal li-Diraasat al-Quran al-Kareem (Cairo: Maktabah al-Sunnah, 1992), pp. 241-243. 
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"O My servants" 

Allah begins His statement by calling to human beings with the term, 
"My servants". This is significant for a number of reasons. First, from the point 
of view of the human, it highlights the relationship between the ones being 
addressed and the speaker. Allah is their Lord and Master. They are His 
servants and slaves. Reminding the listeners of this fact at the beginning should 
make them very attentive to what is about to be said. It is not coming from just 
anyone but it is coming from their Master and Lord. 

Second, it also demonstrates the relationship between Allah and 
humans. He is the Master and Lord of the Creation. He is not in need of them. 
They cannot benefit Him at all. They are simply His slaves that He created that 
if He willed, He could make them all believers or all disbelievers. Indeed, if He 
willed, He could do away with all of them. This aspect is directly related to the 
message that is given in this hadith. 

Furthermore, as Taataay points out, this address is general for all of 
mankind. It is not specific to any time or place. All of mankind are Allah's 
servants. The following prohibition of dhulm is not something that is specific 
to the Nation of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). Indeed, it was 
something that was taught to all of mankind and passed on in all of the genuine 
religions. 1 

"I have forbidden wrongdoing ( dhulm) for Myself 

The Meaning of the Word Dhulm 

Lane's Lexicon defines dhulm thusly, 

[dhalama] when intransitive usually means he did wrong; 
or acted wrongfully, unjustly, injuriously, or tyrannically: and 
when trans., he wronged; or treated, or used, wrongfully, 
unjustly, injuriously, or tyrannically... <*&>li [al-dhulm] signifies 
the putting a thing in a place not its own; putting it in a wrong 
place; misplacing it;... and it is by exceeding or falling short, 
or by deviating from the proper time and place: or the acting in 
whatsoever way one pleases in the disposal of the property of 
another: and the transgressing the proper limit;... or, according 
to some, it primarily signifies o^ 1 (as meaning the making to 
suffer loss, or detriment). 2 



Muhammad Taataay, Eedhaah al-Maani al-Khafiyyah fi al-Arbaeen al-N awawiyyah (Al- 
Mansoorah, Egypt: Daaral-Wafaa, 1994), p. 189. 
2 Lane, vol. 2, p. 1920. 
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Allah Does not Commit-DAu/m 

In numerous places in the Quran, Allah has denied that He has ever or 
would ever commit any wrongdoing or injustice toward anyone. For example, 
Allah has said, 



"And your Lord treats no one with injustice" {al-Kahf 49). Allah also says, 



"Surely, Allah wrongs not [even to the extent] of the weight of an atom" (al- 
Nisaa 40). Another verse states, 



"Allah wills no injustice to the world" {ali-Imraan 108). 1 

Hence, it is clear that Allah never has and never will commit any form 
of wrong. But the scholars differ as to how this phrase, "I have forbidden 
oppression for Myself," should be interpreted. This difference is a reflection of 
a greater difference related to issues of belief and textual interpretation. 2 Here, 
two approaches or understandings of this phrase shall be given. 

One Approach to Understanding This Phrase 

The first approach is to say that dhulm is something that was 
theoretically possible for Allah but that He has himself forbidden it for Himself 
and has removed its possibility. But if everything in this creation actually 
belongs to Allah and there is no authority greater than Him that He could 
wrong, what kind of dhulm could Allah have possibly committed? The answer 
to this question may be found in the verse, 

"And he who works deeds of righteousness, while he is a believer, then he will 
have no fear of injustice, nor of any curtailment [of his reward]" (Taha 1 12). 



1 Other relevant verses include Qaaf 29, Ghaafir 31 and Fussilat 46. 

2 Ibn Taimiya wrote, "The people dispute the meaning of this dhulm. They have become two 
extremes with a middle group in between them. And the best of affairs is the middle approach." 
Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 18, p. 137. Those who deny qadar and the fact that Allah creates 
humans' actions state that if Allah ordered two people to perform one deed and then He aided 
one of them in its performance, this would be an injustice on His part. In other words, they 
consider Allah not bestowing a certain blessing upon someone as a form of injustice. (Cf, ibn 
Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 18, p. 137.) They have ignored the fact that Allah has done such based on 
His knowledge and wisdom — He does not force a person to do a good deed if that person 
himself does not will or desire to do it. Therefore, His actions, based on His knowledge and 
wisdom, are fair and just. 
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Ibn Taimiya pointed out that the earliest scholars of Quranic 
commentary noted that the meaning of this verse is that a person does not have 
to fear that he may be punished for the sin of another, 1 nor does he have to fear 
that he may not get the full reward for a deed he committed. This, ibn Taimiya, 
argues is not something that is inconceivable or a priori not permissible for 
God. Indeed, God could have allowed for Himself that ability but He has 
decreed for Himself, in truth and justice and as a mercy for His servants, that 
He would never perform such an act. 2 

Allah has denied that He would ever commit dhulm in this hadith and 
He has specifically denied that He would ever commit that specific form of 
dhulm. Allah has also said in the Quran, 

±% f 0 ^% ^ 

"Or is he not informed of what is in the pages [scripture] of Moses and of 
Abraham who fulfilled all that [Allah ordered him]: That no soul shall bear the 
burden of another and that man can have nothing but what he strives for and 
that his deeds will be seen. Then he will be recompensed with a full and best 
recompense" {al-Najm 36-41). 

The matter is not simply a denial of dhulm. It is also and more 
importantly, according to ibn Taimiya, an affirmation of its opposite, justice, 
on the part of Allah. Even when Allah punishes a people, it is solely based on 
what is just, according to their deeds. When He rewards a people, however, it 
is a grace and mercy from Allah. Hence, as ibn Uthaimeen points out, all of 
Allah's acts are either acts of justice or grace. There is no third category of 
dhulm? Such has been stated by the Prophet (peace be upon him) who said, 

r^j y) rf" yj J* 1 -? - J*' <UI ° ] r 



That would obviously be unjust. However, this is a common Christian conception concerning 
God. They claim that Adam committed a sin that tainted all of mankind — even though it was 
only Adam who committed that sin and not the rest of mankind. In any case, that sin could only 
be forgiven by God sending His son as a sacrifice. This seems to be another form of injustice: no 
human could remove that sin from himself but only an act by another, the supposed son of God, 
could remove that sin. 

2 Cf., Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 18, p. 131. 

3 Ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 3, p. 138. 
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"If Allah were to punish the inhabitants of His heavens and the inhabitants of 
His earth, He would punish them and He would not be doing injustice to them. 
If He were to show mercy to them, His mercy would be better than [what they 
deserve from] their deeds." 1 Indeed, Allah multiplies the reward for every good 
deed out of His grace and reckons every evil deed as one deed, without 
multiplication, out of His justice. 

Then ibn Taimiya argues that if dhulm were not possible for Allah, as 
some people argue, then this statement of Allah's would not be a 
complementary one nor would it make much sense. If a person avoids a 
blameworthy act, such avoidance is only praiseworthy if he had the ability to 
do the act in the first place. For example, one does not praise a blind person 
because he does not look at what is forbidden. 2 Similarly, Allah is to be praised 
for His justice because He has determined that for Himself while he could have 
decreed otherwise. Additionally, it does not make any sense for Allah to say, "I 
have forbidden for Myself," concerning a matter that He is not able to do. 
Again, a blind person would not be making any sense if he were to say, "I have 
forbidden for myself the looking at forbidden sights." 

Ibn Taimiya continues by noting that dhulm includes placing 
something in a place it does not belong. It is known that Allah acts justly and 
He does not put anything in any place where it does not belong. But this is not 
because He could not have done so. This is because He has willed not to do so 
and, in fact, it is because He dislikes such acts. Therefore, He has forbidden 
such acts upon Himself. 3 

Ibn Taimiya summarizes his interpretation of this phrase by saying, 

This makes clear the middle approach. In other words: The 
dhulm that Allah has forbidden for Himself includes things like 
not rewarding the doer of good for his good deeds, punishing 
an innocent person for sins he did not commit, punishing a 
person for sins that another committed, not judging justly 
among mankind and so forth. These are the types of actions 
that the Lord is free of due to His equity and justice, although 
He has the ability to do them. Therefore, He is deserving of 
praise and glorification because He avoided those acts of 
dhulm although He had the ability to do them. In the same way 
that Allah is free of any blameworthy or shortcoming 
attributes, He is also free and exalted above any blameworthy 
or shortcoming actions. 4 



Recorded by Abu Dawood and ibn Maajah. According to al-Albaani, it is sahih. See al-Albaani, 
Saheeh Sunan Abi Dawood, vol. 3, p. 890. 

2 This example was taken from al-Haitami, Fath, p. 191. It forms part of his presentation of this 
view which he then goes on to refute. 

3 Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 18, pp. 143-145. 

4 Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 1 8, p. 146. 
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The conclusion is that Allah, in His Mercy and by His Wisdom, has 
decreed for Himself that He will commit no injustice. It is not the case that "by 
His nature" it was impossible for Him to have committed injustice. He 
definitely has the ability to commit many forms of injustice but He, no one 
else, has determined that He would not commit them. Allah alone has 
determined for Himself to act in this manner. Understanding this fact should 
increase the believers' love for Allah. It should also increase their glorification 
and praise of Him. 

This approach toward this phrase of the hadith — that Allah could 
commit dhulm but that He has forbidden it for Himself- — is the approach of ibn 
Taimiya, ibn Rajab, 1 Sultaan, 2 al-Sabbaagh 3 and ibn Uthaimeen. 4 

A Second Approach 

Other scholars take a very different approach to this phrase, "I have 
forbidden dhulm..." According to them, Allah is exalted and purified from 
committing any type of dhulm by His essence. In other words, dhulm is an a 
priori impossibility on Allah's part. 

They come to this conclusion by saying that dhulm is to violate another 
person's right without due right or to go beyond the limits. This in their view is 
the only proper meaning for the word dhulm. They say that both cases are 
impossible with respect to Allah because Allah is the Owner and King of all 
creation and no one has any rights upon Him. 

Al-Haitami argues that, in this hadith, the purpose is not to demonstrate 
one of Allah's attributes for which He must be praised. Hence, the argument 
that He must be able to commit dhulm as otherwise this would not be a 
praiseworthy statement is irrelevant. He argues that the point of this statement 
is to emphasize the prohibition of dhulm. If it is "forbidden" for Allah, then it 
must be even more so "forbidden" for His servants. This is a common form of 
exaggerating or stressing a statement in Arabic that no one, says al-Haitami, 
can refute. It is the same rhetorical style that Allah uses in the verse that was 
addressed to the Prophet (peace be upon him), 

liiu g j&4 ^=>^ £J lip ^ i0» ^3 

1 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 35. 

2 Sultaan, p. 215. It seems that Sultaan prefers this choice. He wrote (p. 215), "If Allah willed to 
commit dhulm no one could prevent Him from that." Despite that, right after stating this, he 
quoted al-Nawawi as saying that dhulm is an impossibility on Allah's part since all of the 
creation belongs to Allah. Apparently, he did not notice that al-Nawawi's view contradicts what 
he had just stated. Allah knows best. 

3 Al-Sabbaagh, p. 93. 

4 Ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 3, pp. 138-139. 
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"And indeed it has been revealed to you [O Muhammad], as it was to those 
before you, if you join others in worship Allah, [then] surely all your deeds 
will be in vain, and you will certainly be among the losers" {al-Zumar 65). This 
verse does not imply that the Prophet (peace be upon him) may conceivably 
commit shirk. Instead, it is meant to emphasize the prohibition of shirk and 
how even if the Prophet (peace be upon him) were to commit it, all of his deeds 
would then be in vain. 

According to al-Haitami, this is the view of the majority of the 
scholars. 1 It is the view of al-Nawawi, 2 al-Ubayy, 3 al-Azhari, 4 al-Bugha and 
Mistu, 5 Taataay 6 and al-Baitaar. 7 

Conclusion Regarding the Meaning of This Phrase 

The view of ibn Taimiya and others discussed above seems to be the 
stronger approach. It is more consistent with the literal meaning of this hadith 
and is consistent with the general meaning of dhulm. It is also consistent with 
the explanation of some verses of the Quran, as noted above. The other view 
represents a form of reinterpretation {tawed) that is not necessary or needed, 
while taweel is only to be resorted to in cases of need. 8 

The understanding of the first approach gives more meaning to this 
hadith. The result is that one praises and thanks Allah for His decree that He 
will not commit any form of dhulm. This should make Allah even more 
beloved in the hearts of His servants. Allah knows best. 

Another Related Point 

Some commentators point out that what this portion of the hadith 
implies is that one cannot pray to Allah for help in committing any form of 
wrongdoing or oppression. For example, when in an dispute with another, one 
can only pray to Allah to bring about what is true and correct, and not dhulm. 
This is because Allah has forbidden dhulm for Himself. He would not wrong 
any of His servants. Therefore, how could He be expected to help one person 
wrong another? 9 



1 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 191. 

2 Al-Nawawi, Sharh Saheeh, vol. 5, p. 439. 

3 Al-Ubayy, vol. 7, p. 28. 

4 Al-Azhari, p. 49. 

5 Al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 1 73. 

6 Taataay, p. 185. 

7 Al-Baitaar, p. 148. 
8 Seeal-Harbi,vol. l,pp. 137ff. 

9 Cf., ibn Daqeeq al-Eid, Sharh, p. 65. 
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"and I have made it 1 forbidden for you" 

Ibn Taimiya states that this statement covers all of the religion. 
Everything that Allah has forbidden is, in one way or another, a type of dhulm, 
while everything that He has ordered is a form of adl or justice. 2 In fact, Allah 
has said, 

iu( (j-*^ t^*3 «Ai J ^' Jr - ^' V Ib-b*Jl LjJjjl3 WT.fliL; 

"Indeed, We have sent Our messengers with clear proofs, and revealed with 
them the Scripture and the Balance (justice) that mankind may establish 
justice. And We brought forth iron wherein is mighty power as well as many 
benefits for mankind, that Allah may test those who will help Him and His 
messengers, while unseen. Verily, Allah is All-Strong, All-Mighty" {al-Hadeed 
25). So the messengers were sent, books revealed and the balance made so that 
mankind may establish and live by justice. Furthermore, iron has been created 
so that it may be used for the sake of truth and justice. The book guides to 
justice and the sword and iron assists it. 3 

The Companions understood well that the establishment of justice was 
one of the key goals of the religion of Islam. When asked by the Emperor of 
Persia what brought the Muslims to their lands, two different Companions 
answered in similar terms: "Allah has sent us to take whoever wishes from the 
servitude of mankind to the servitude of Allah, and from the tightness of this 
world to its expanse, and from the injustice of the ways of life [in this world] to 
the justice of Islam." 4 

The point is that mankind must establish justice. However, justice is 
only established by following what Allah has revealed. The polytheists 
established some of their own practices and forbid many things without any 
authority from Allah. Allah revealed to the Prophet (peace be upon him) to tell 
them that such are not the just matters that Allah has ordered him to do. 
Instead, Allah says, 



1 The Arabic word translated here as, "made it" is jal (J^?.). This word is used in a legal sense, as 
is the case here, to mean "order something". It can also be used in a cosmic or creational sense, 
meaning that Allah created or made something in a specific way. In the Quran, al-Naba 10-11 is 
an example of the word used in a cosmic sense. In al-Maaidah 1 03, the word is used in its legal 
sense. Cf, ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 3, pp. 139-140. 

2 Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 1 8, p. 1 66. 

3 Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 1 8, p. 158. 

4 Ismaaeel ibn Katheer, Al-Bidaaya wa al-Nihaaya (Beirut: Daar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyya, 1 985), vol. 
7, pp. 39-40. 
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"Say: My Lord has commanded me justice and that you should face Him alone 
in every place of worship, and invoke Him alone, making your faith sincere for 
Him" {al-Araaf 29). 

The greatest justice is tauheed and the greatest injustice is shirk 
(associating partners with Allah). The Prophet (peace be upon him) was once 
asked what is the greatest sin. He answered, 

"It is that you associate a partner with Allah while He created you." (Recorded 
by al-Bukhari and Muslim.) Allah is the only One with attributes that make 
Him worthy of worship. Allah also created every human and bestowed upon 
each numerous bounties. For humans to then turn to others and worship others 
alongside Allah is the greatest form of injustice. Allah bestows on them 
bounties and then they worship and thank others. This is like a person doing a 
favor for someone and then that person goes and thanks a third person for the 
favor. Such is not proper or just behavior by any means. 

The true source of justice and truth is to be found in what Allah has 
revealed. The greatest source of evil and injustice is the ignoring of what Allah 
has revealed. Allah describes those who do not abide by what He has revealed 
as the wrongdoers and oppressors. Allah says, 

"Whoever does not rule by what Allah has revealed, such are the wrongdoers" 
{al-Maaidah 45). 

Allah knows what is truth and justice. In His mercy, He has revealed 
the Books and sent Messengers to establish that true justice. However, ignorant 
humans actually turn their back on Allah's revelations in the name of justice. 
They believe that they can establish justice through their own man-made laws 
and systems. Democratic movements, liberal slogans, secularist philosophies, 
women's liberation movements 1 and so forth are all, they claim, meant to bring 



1 Unfortunately, many Muslim women todays — as well as many Muslim men — have fallen into 
listening to the slogans of the disbelievers. They have concluded that the laws of Islam are not 
"fair" or "just" to women. They must realize that if fairness and justice are not to be found in 
Allah's revelation, then they are nowhere to be found. It is only Allah who has the all- 
encompassing knowledge to know exactly what is fair and just in society. He is the One with the 
knowledge to know what the responsibilities of each and every individual should be. Allah 
created men and women with clear differences while many feminist leaders are trying to remove 
any semblance of differences between the two sexes. Surely nothing can be more unjust than the 
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about justice. But they can never bring about justice. They can never bring 
about justice because their very foundation is an extreme case of injustice or 
dhulm. Their very foundation is to ignore Allah as the source of guidance and 
to replace Him by man himself. This is putting man in the place of God and 
there can be no greater injustice than that. This is the reality although they may 
not realize it or they may claim to be calling to what is just and good. 

The Types of Dhulm 

In this hadith, Allah has forbidden dhulm in a general sense, including 
all of its various forms. There are three major different forms of dhulm. They 
are the following: 

(1) The dhulm that the person commits to himself by acts of 
disobedience to Allah: This type of dhulm comprises many acts but the most 
heinous of them, as mentioned above, is to ascribe partners to Allah. Allah has 
said in the Quran, quoting and, therefore, approving of what Luqman said, 



"Verily, joining others in worship [with Allah] is a great form of dhulm 
indeed" (Luqmaan 13). 1 Commenting on this verse, al-Maidaani wrote, 

Truly associating partners with Allah is great wrongdoing 
(dhulm). This is because it is Allah's right upon His servants 
that they believe in Him, worship Him alone and not ascribe as 
partner anyone in His worship. Furthermore, they must obey 
Him by abiding by what He has ordered and abstaining from 
what He has prohibited. Whoever worships someone other 
than Allah, in a manner that Allah is to be worshipped, is 
placing his worship in an improper place. He is taking a 
creation of Allah's creation and making him equal to Allah, 
even if just in a specific matter or attribute. All of that is great 
dhulm... Scientifically speaking, this is dhulm because no one 
other than Allah is deserving of being worshipped other than 
Him or alongside Him. Morally speaking it is also dhulm. This 
is because Allah alone is the Creator, the Sustainer, the One 
who bestows life, will, intelligence and all other great 
blessings. He is the giver of Life and the One who brings about 



call to ignore any differences while differences do, in fact, exist. This is not to deny the fact that 
in many Muslim countries, Muslim women do not get the rights that are given to them by the 
shareeah. This is also an injustice and wrong. Injustice comes about whenever the shareeah is 
neglected or ignored. The only remedy for such problems is not a modernist movement or a 
reinterpretation of the faith but a true, sincere and complete return to the Quran and sunnah. 
1 Ibn Rajab and al-Haitami point out that the most common meaning in the Quran for dhulm and 
dhaalimeen (those who commit dhulm) is shirk and disbelief (kufr). For example, Allah says, 
"The disbelievers are the dhaalimoon" (al-Baqara 254). See ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 36; al- 
Haitami, Fath, p. 193. 
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death. He brings about all good things. Morally speaking, it is 
obligatory upon a human who has received all of these 
blessings and good things from his one Lord that he thank Him 
alone for those bounties, believe in Him alone as the creating 
Lord, submit to Him alone, worship Him alone and not join 
anyone as a partner to Him in his worship. 1 

In addition to this, any kind of sinful behavior is a type of dhulm 
against oneself. The sinner is harming himself and not behaving properly 
toward his own soul when he commits a sin. This is why Allah describes going 
beyond the limits He has set as a kind of dhulm. Allah says, 



"And whosoever transgresses the set limits of Allah, then indeed he has 
wronged himself ' {al-Talaaq 1). 

(2) The dhulm that a person commits toward others: Any kind of harm 
that a person does to another is a form of dhulm and is forbidden. A Muslim 
may not harm another's honor, wealth or life. The Prophet (peace be upon him) 
made that clear when he said, 



"All of a Muslim is inviolable to every other Muslim, with respect to his 
blood, wealth and honor." (Recorded by Muslim.) If a person strikes, abuses, 
curses, cheats, backbites or harms another person or if he helps another 
wrongly against someone, falsely accuses someone, lies about someone, and so 
forth, then he is committing dhulm. 2 In fact, if a person prevents another from 
getting his due rights, he has committed dhulm. Dhulm is also inclusive of the 
misuse of power by people in positions of authority. 

(3) A third type of dhulm is that committed toward the other creatures 
Allah has created or toward creation in general. For example, if a person kills 
an animal just for sport or play, he has committed dhulm. If a person mutilates 
an animal, he has committed dhulm and is deserving of being cursed. Al- 
Bukhari records from ibn Umar that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon 
him) cursed the person who mutilated animals. 3 



' Abdul Rahmaan Habankah al-Maidaani, Al-Akhlaaq al-lslaami wa Ususuhaa (Damascus: Daar 
al-Qalam, 1992), vol. 2, pp. 92-93. 

2 The word dhulm is often translated as "oppression" and this gives some people the impression 
that it refers only to, for example, the relationship between a ruler and his subjects. However, 
although that is obviously a type of dhulm, that is not the proper complete understanding of the 
word dhulm. To avoid that misunderstanding, it has been translated in a much more general sense 
here as "wrongdoing" instead of "oppression," while oppression is simply one form of dhulm. 

3 Cf, Naadhim Sultaan, al-Dhulm Dhulumaat Yaum al-Qiyaamah (al-Dammam, Saudi Arabia: 
Daar ibn al-Qayyim, 1413 A.H.), pp. 9-10. 
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A Second Way of Categorizing Dhulm 

Another important way of categorizing dhulm is into the following 
three divisions, as done by al-Hakeemi:' 

(1) The dhulm that is not forgiven by Allah (unless one repents), which 
is shirk described above. Allah has said about such shirk, 



"Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up with Him, but He 
forgives whatever is less than that for whom He wills. And whoever associates 
partners with Allah has indeed invented a tremendous sin" (al-Nisaa 48). 

(2) Dhulm that will not be overlooked until it is reconciled in either 
this life or the next, and that is the wrongdoing toward other humans. This kind 
of wrongdoing cannot be left without it being resolved — either by forgiveness 
from the wronged person or punishment in this life or the Hereafter. Allah has 
said, 



"And your Lord is not at all unjust to [His] slaves" {Fussilat 46). If someone 
does wrong to another person, it cannot be left unresolved, not forgiven or 
unpunished. Indeed, the Prophet (peace be upon him) stated, 



"Whoever has wronged another concerning his reputation or anything else 
should beg him to forgive him before the Day of Resurrection when there will 
be no money [to compensate for wrong deeds], but, if he has good deeds, those 
good deeds will be taken from him according to the wrong he has done. And if 
he has no good deeds, the sips of the oppressed person will be loaded on him." 
(Recorded by al-Bukhari.) 



1 Muhammad al-Hakeemi, Al-Dhulm wa Atharahu al-Sayyi (Jeddah: Daar al-Mujtama, 1995), pp. 
21-22. Ibn Taimiya makes the same distinctions and says that such has been recorded from the 
early scholars. Cf., Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 18, p. 161. It seems ibn Taimiya was either 
unaware of the hadith to be quoted in the text above, "There are three types of dhulm..." or he 
must have considered it a weak hadith. 
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In another hadith, also from Sahih al-Bukhari, the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) said, 

"When the believers pass safely over (the bridge across) Hell, they will be 
stopped at an arched bridge in between Hell and Paradise where they will 
retaliate upon each other for the injustices done among them in the world. 
When they are then purified of all their sins, they will be admitted into 
Paradise." 

(3) Dhulm that Allah may either overlook or punish one for. These are 
the sins, other than associating partners with Allah, which a person commits 
and which only affect himself. 

These three categories of dhulm are explicitly mentioned in the 
following hadith of the Prophet (peace be upon him), 

pkn di >u v jikj >u jik, & v j&i abs pkn 

#i jttii >j g^i jSSiB dj 2ag v Sffjau >j v ^ 
1 t " > °> * i * 

(_>^a*J ^j* >>i» ) liTjlj V l-aij <JJ (j^J 

* 

"There are three types of dhulm. a type of d/ia/m that Allah does not leave, a 
type of dhulm that can be forgiven and a type of d/w/m that is not forgiven. The 
dhulm that is not forgiven is shirk that Allah does not forgive. The dhulm that 
is forgiven is what is between a person and his Lord. And the dhulm that is not 
left is the dhulm between the servants [humans]. Allah gives them retribution 
from one another." 1 

The Importance of Avoiding Dhulmand Being Adl(5ust, Righteous) 

This qudsi hadith is just one of many texts that demonstrate the 
importance of avoiding any form of dhulm and, hence, being characterized by 
its opposite of adl or justice. 2 Allah also says in the Quran, 



1 This hadith was recorded by Abu Dawood al-Tayaalisi in his Musnad and by Abu Nuaim in al- 
Hilyah. Although there is some problem with the chain, al-Albaani concludes that it is hasan 
based on supporting evidence. See al-Albaani, Silsilat al-Ahadeeth al-Saheeha, vol. 3, pp. 560- 
561. 

2 For a discussion of the necessity of a believer being adl, see Mahmood al-Khizindaar, Hadhihi 
Akhlaaquna Heena Nakoona Mumineen Haqqan (Riyadh: DaarTaibah, 1997), pp. 231-239. 
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{Jit v aji 

"Verily, the people who commit dhulm will never be successful" {al-Anaam 
21). 

Dhulm is something that is hated by Allah. Another verse states, 

"And Allah does not like those who commit dhulm" {ali-Imraan 57). 

The one who commits dhulm must realize that Allah is not unaware of 
what he is doing. Allah will take him to task even though Allah may be giving 
him some respite at the present moment. Allah has stated in the Quran, 

"Consider not that Allah is unaware of that which those who commit dhulm do, 
but He gives them respite up to a Day when the eyes will stare in horror..." 
{Ibraaheem 42). 

One of the reasons that a people are destroyed by Allah is the dhulm 
that they commit. Allah has said, 

"And these towns [of Ad and Thamud] We destroyed when they did wrong 
(dhalamoo)" {al-Kahf59)} 

There are also numerous hadith of the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
that condemn and censure dhulm. The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) 
said, 



"Beware of dhulm, for dhulm is darkness on the Day of Resurrection." 
(Recorded by Muslim. Al-Bukhari has it without, "Beware of dhulm") Another 
hadith states, 



1 Also seeal-Naml 52. 
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"Allah gives respite to one who commits dhulm but when He seizes him, He 
never releases him." Then the Prophet (peace be upon him) recited the verse, 
"Such is the seizing of your Lord when He seizes the [population of] towns. 
Verily, His seizing is painful and severe" (Hud 102). (Recorded by al-Bukhari.) 

The one who commits dhulm must be especially fearful when he 
realizes that the supplication of the one he is wronging will be responded to by 
Allah, even if that wronged person were an unbeliever. The Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon him) said, 



"Protect yourself from the supplication of the one who is wronged, even if he 
be a disbeliever, for there is no barrier for it [between it and Allah]." 1 

On the other hand, Allah praises the opposite of dhulm, which is the 
characteristic of justice and integrity. Allah has ordered this characteristic in 
the verse, 



"Verily, Allah enjoins adl (justice)" {al-Nahl 90). 2 

There are numerous hadith that also stress the importance of adl. In a 
hadith in Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim, the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
stated that a just ruler will be shaded by Allah's shade on a day during which 
there will be no shade but His. The Prophet (peace be upon him) also stated 
that among the things that will save a person is that he is just while angry or 
pleased. 3 The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) also said, 

u»?i' JdJ* &f j J*-j j* Cr^S 1 u&i 'J* jy J* ^ JsJa^iJ* 01 



"The just will be with Allah on pulpits of light on the right-hand of the 
Merciful — and both of His hands are right. Those are the ones who are just in 
their rulings, with their families and whatever they are in charge of." (Recorded 
by Muslim.) 

One of the characteristics that must distinguish the true believers from 
all others is their justice even with respect to people they hate. Their hatred for 



Recorded by Ahmad. According to al-Albaani, it is hasan. See al-Albaani, Saheeh al-Jaami, 
vol. 1, p. 84. 

2 As noted earlier, the greatest form of justice and its foundation is tauheed. 

3 Recorded by al-Bazzaar and others. According to al-Albaani, it is hasan. See al-Albaani, Silsilat 
al-Ahaadeeth al-Saheeha, vol. 4, p. 412. 
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a people does not allow them to swerve from justice in any way. Allah has 
stated in the Quran, 



"O believers! Stand firmly for Allah as just witnesses; and let not enmity and 
hatred of others make you swerve from justice. Be just: that is nearer to piety; 
and fear Allah. Verily, Allah is well-acquainted with what you do" {al- 
Maaidah 8). 1 

How to Keep Oneself from Committing-DAu/m 

In the Quran, Allah has described mankind as apt to committing a great 
deal of dhulm to itself and others. For example, Allah has said, 



"If you count the blessings of Allah, never will you be able to count them. 
Verily, man is indeed an extreme wrongdoer, an extreme ingrate" (Ibraaheem 
34). 2 This gives the impression that it is easy for man, given his nature, to 
commit dhulm and he is prone to committing dhulm often. When a Muslim 
realizes this fact and he also realizes how dangerous dhulm is to his religion 
and well-being, he will seek the means that will help him avoid dhulm as much 
as possible. 

Sultaan mentions the following means that may help a person in 
preventing himself from committing. First, the person must develop taqwa 
within himself. Taqwa will help the person remain away from dhulm as dhulm 
is an act that is very displeasing to Allah and He has forbidden it. Second, the 
person should try to develop humility within himself. Sultaan mentions this 
point because he says that humility is the opposite of pride and arrogance, 
which are two of the factors that lead many people to commit dhulm. Third, the 
person should try to free himself from any feeling of hasad (envy) because 
hasad is also a major cause behind much dhulm. Fourth, the person should read 
about the great reward for being just and righteous (the opposite of dhulm) and 



1 This is a teaching that needs to be revived among Muslims. It seems that many Muslims 
consider the world to be the Muslims against everyone else. Therefore, they do not hesitate to 
cheat, lie or do other acts of injustice on behalf of other Muslims against non-Muslims. However, 
this is not proper behavior. Even while hating disbelievers and disbelief, one must still be just 
and fair. One must be as just toward the disbelievers as he is toward the Muslims. He is ordered 
and commanded to be just even if this should favor a disbeliever over his brother Muslim. 

2 Also note al-Ahzaab 72. 
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how pleasing that is to Allah. In other words, he should read those verses and 
hadith, some of which were mentioned above, that will incite him to take on 
those praiseworthy characteristics. Fifth, he should turn to Allah and pray for 
guidance and help in purifying his soul of this great evil. 

Sixth, the person should think about and take seriously the evil results 
of committing dhulm. He should realize that no real success or prosperity will 
ever come to those who are dhaalimeen (wrongdoers). He should reflect upon 
Allah's words, 

"Certainly, the wrongdoers will not be successful" (al-Anaam 135). He should 
reflect upon the fact that committing dhulm may keep one from getting guided 
by Allah. In his prayers, while reciting surah al-Faatiha, he may ask Allah to 
guide him to the straight path but he may not be so guided because of his acts 
of dhulm which are a barrier to his complete guidance. Allah says, 

"Allah does not guide the wrongdoing folk (al-dhaalimeen)" {al-Tauba 19). He 
should also consider the punishment for the wrongdoers as was mentioned in 
verses and hadith quoted earlier. He should recall that the punishment for the 
wrongdoers is not just in the next life but, one way or another, they will receive 
some punishment in this life. Allah says, 

ujLiz y p^lJ 'jfiy lu/i ^ ^jJb 

"And verily, for those who do wrong Qj*^), there is another punishment (that 
is, the torment in this world and in their graves) before this, but most of them 
know not" {al-Toor 47). In the Hereafter, he will have no friend or supporter to 
help him, as Allah states in ali-Imraan 192 and Ghaafir 18.' 

A Muslim's Attitude TowardZ?Au/m 

First, the believer should dislike the wrongdoer for the dhulm he is 
committing. He should dislike him because Allah dislikes him. Allah says, 

"He [Allah] does not like the wrongdoers" (al-Shoora 40). 

Second, the Muslim must oppose the wrongdoer. The Messenger of 
Allah (peace be upon him) said, 

51. & i££ if z&f £4 j* i ji^L' 'S ij&ji \% ill ^ilii oi 

1 Cf., Sultaan,a/-D/iw/m,pp. 25-40. 
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"If the people see a wrongdoer and they do not take him by his hand [to stop 
him], then soon Allah may inflict them all with a punishment from Him."' 

Third, it is an obligation upon the Muslim to help both his brother the 
wrongdoer and his brother the wronged. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, 

"Help your brother whether he be the wrongdoer or the one who is wronged." 
The Companions responded to the Prophet (peace be upon him) by saying that 
they knew how to help the wronged person but, given Islam's opposition to 
dhulm, they asked him how they are supposed to help the wrongdoer. The 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) replied, 

"Prevent him from commiting dhulm, and that is helping him [in the true 
sense]." (Recorded by al-Bukhari.) 

Fourth, when a person himself is being wronged, he has the right to 
redress the wrong by going through the proper judicial procedures. If he is 
being attacked or someone is trying to steal his wealth or kill him, he has the 
right to defend himself. If while trying to defend himself, he ends up being 
killed, he will be rewarded as a martyr. The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon 
him) said, 

J4> X* °3> lP 0*3 J4> W °3> lP 0*3 J4> °3> J? O* 

<d*1 Js» j 

"Whoever is killed defending his wealth is a martyr. Whoever is killed 
defending his religion is a martyr. Whoever is killed defending his life is a 
martyr. Whoever is killed defending his family is a martyr." 2 

"Therefore, do not wrong one another." 

According to al-Sabbaagh, this portion of the hadith is meant to 
emphasize what precedes it. The first part prohibits dhulm in general while this 
portion orders humans not to commit dhulm toward one another. This is 
because, he says, it is man's nature to be apt to wrong others if there is nothing 



1 Recorded by al-Tirmidhi, Abu Dawood and others. According to al-Albaani, it is sahih. See al- 
Albaani, Saheeh al-Jaami, vol. 1 , p. 398. 

2 Recorded by Ahmad, al-Tirmidhi and others. According to al-Albaani, it is sahih. See al- 
Albaani, Saheeh al-Jaami, vol. 2, p. 1 100. 
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preventing him from doing so. Hence, Allah has stated this to further restrain 
humans from committing acts of wrong toward one another. A person is not 
allowed to wrong himself, nor is he allowed to answer a wrong with another 
wrong. 1 

Some of the common forms of dhulm that people commit toward one 
another are cheating in business transactions, denying one's debt to another, 
backbiting, killing one another and so forth. All of these are acts that a Muslim 
must do his best to avoid for Allah has strictly forbidden them. 2 

"O My servants, all of you are lost except for those whom I have guided." 

This passage and the remainder of this hadith demonstrate that all of 
creation is in need of Allah to bring about good and to ward off evil. This is 
true with respect to both worldly and Hereafter matters. In reality, humans do 
not possess any power or ability to benefit themselves, unless Allah, in His 
grace, wills such. If a person is devoid of guidance and sustenance, he will lose 
this life. If a person is not graced by Allah with forgiveness for his sins, his sins 
will destroy him in the Hereafter. 

Allah says in the Quran, for example, 

\x~>j-* LjJj *j Jj^j ^-Ls Ji->j jjl^JI y^t m J^_J 

"He whom Allah guides, he is the rightly guided. But for him whom He sends 
astray you will find no guiding friend to lead him [to the Straight Path]" (al- 
KahfM). 

No individual can bring about his own benefit. Instead, he must turn to 
Allah and beseech Allah for his own good. Ibn Taimiya points out that good 
and harm may be related to one's worldly life or one's religion. Guidance and 
forgiveness mentioned in this hadith are related to one's religion. Food and 
clothing are related to one's worldly needs. 3 

The points mentioned in this hadith are some of the keys in 
distinguishing who has the right to be worshipped from these false gods that 
are worshipped. The Prophet Abraham (peace be upon him) made many of the 
same arguments mentioned in this hadith to negate the worship of anything 
other than Allah. Note the following verses of the Quran, 




1 Al-Sabbaagh, pp. 93-94. 

2 Cf., ibn Uthaimeen, Shark Riyaadh, vol. 3, pp. 140-145. 

3 Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 1 8, p. 171. 
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"He [Abraham] said, 'Do you observe that which you have been worshipping, 
you and your ancient fathers? Verily, they are all enemies to me, save the Lord 
of the Worlds, who has created me, and it is He who guides me. And it is He 
who feeds me and gives me to drink. And when I am ill, it is He who cures me. 
And it is He Who will cause me to die, and then will bring me to life [again]. 
And who, I hope, will forgive my faults on the Day of Recompense. My Lord! 
Bestow right judgment upon me and join me with the righteous'" {al-Shuaraa 
75-83). Obviously, the One who alone creates, gives guidance, gives 
sustenance, gives life and brings about death in this world and can forgive in 
the Hereafter is the only one who is worthy of worship and being submitted to. 
These essential characteristics of Godhood have been aptly stated in this qudsi 
hadith and in the above passage from the Quran. 

When one considers that Allah grants all that He does out of mercy to 
His servants and with no benefit to Himself whatsoever, as shall also be noted 
in this hadith, he will realize that God is most deserving of worship and 
gratitude. This fact should make the servant even more fervent in his worship 
of Allah. 

"All of You Are Lost Qhaal)": The Meaning of al-Dhalaal (JXJI) 

This hadith states that all of mankind is "lost, astray". The word 
dhilaal implies any kind of straying from the Straight Path. It is the opposite of 
guidance. It includes an intentional straying as well as a mistaken straying. It 
includes the one who does not know the truth as well as the one who rejects the 
truth. It also includes a small straying as well as a large straying. Even when 
one is following the Straight Path, one may perform many acts that are not 
consistent with that Straight Path and are acts of dhilaal. Hence, one must 
always turn to Allah to help him follow and be as perfect as possible along the 
Straight Path. 

According to al-Teebi, because dhilaal refers to any kind of straying 
from the Straight Path, it includes what is done either intentionally or 
unintentionally. For that reason, it may even be used in describing the mistakes 
of the Prophets as well as the misguidance of the unbelievers — although there 
is actually a big difference between the two forms of straying. For example, 
Allah says about the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), 
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"And He found you [O Muhammad] unaware {dhaal) [of the laws of the 
Straight Path] and He guided you" {al-Dhuha 7). Similarly, Moses (peace be 
upon him) stated about himself, 

"He [Moses] said, 'I did it then when I was of the ignorant (dhaaleen)."' {al- 
Shuaraa 20).' 

Some may argue that this passage contradicts another qudsi hadith in 
which Allah says, 

|»fai2ft-\j u^w^ 1 j*-^ 1 p4*Jj (*4» <^ is^e i^i 

"I created all of My slaves with sincere devotion to One God alone. But the 
devils came to them and drew them away from their religion." (Recorded by 
Muslim.) One might also argue that this hadith contradicts another hadith of 
the Prophet (peace be upon him), 

.>'*'»> f '* • f .,-*'•» v 'f' -'i .?i \' * r in \> - ° i' 

"No child is born except that he is born on the natural disposition [of Islam] 
and then his parents turn him into a Jew, Christian or Magian." (Recorded by 
al-Bukhari and Muslim.) 

Ibn Rajab and al-Haitami show that there is no contradiction between 
these two hadith. Allah created humans with the natural inclination to accept 
Islam and to worship only Allah. Hence, they are ready and they have the 
potential to be true Muslims. However, the human is still in need of actually 
learning what Islam is. For when a person is born, he is born ignorant, unaware 
of the details of the truth. As Allah has said, 

"And Allah has brought you out from the wombs of your mothers while you 
know nothing" {al-Nahl 78). 2 

When the person is exposed to the true guidance from Allah, he then 
must choose to follow that guidance which is consistent with his nature or 
reject it. However, until he is exposed to that guidance, he is ignorant of it and, 
therefore, he is dhaal since one cannot follow a path that he is ignorant of. This 
is the implication of this qudsi hadith. 



1 Al-Teebi, vol. 6, pp. 1837-1838. 

2 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, pp. 39-40; al-Haitami, Fath, p. 194. 
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Man is Not Guided Unless Allah Guides Him 

The greatest blessing that Allah bestows upon mankind is the blessing 
of guidance. Perhaps, al-Haitami states, this is why Allah has mentioned this 
aspect first in this qudsi hadith. 1 Faith or following guidance is not a favor that 
mankind does toward God or to the Prophet (peace be upon him); it is a favor 
bestowed by God upon humans. Allah says in the Quran, 




"They regard as a favor to you [O Muhammad] that they have embraced Islam. 
Say: Count not your Islam as a favor to me. Nay, but Allah has conferred a 
favor upon you that He has guided you to the Faith, if you indeed are true" {al- 
Hujuraat 17). 

Different Types of Guidance 

In Madaaraj al-Saalikeen, ibn al-Qayyim discusses ten different levels 
or types of guidance that Allah gives. 2 However, his discussion is too detailed 
for the purposes here. Instead, al-Raaghib al-Isfahaani's and ibn Taimiya's 
discussion will be followed. 3 They divided Allah's guidance for mankind into 
virtually the same four categories: 

(1) The first type of guidance is that which is needed for welfare in this 
worldly life. This type of guidance is given, in general, to all humans, whether 
believers or not. This includes the natural disposition that people have at birth 
to pursue what benefits them and refrain from what harms them. It also 
includes the guidance given to the young infant who, for example, knows how 
to suckle at his mother's breast. Moses said in response to being asked who 
was his Lord, 

"He said, 'My Lord is He who gave to each thing its form and nature, then 
guided it aright'" (Taha 50). Al-Isfahaani points out that if a person does not 
have this type of guidance, which includes mental capacity, then he will not 
have the other types of guidance. In fact, he will not be held responsible for his 
actions in this life. 

(2) The second type of guidance is showing mankind what benefits 
them in a religious sense and, thus, concerning the Hereafter. For this purpose, 



1 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 194. 

2 Ibn al-Qayyim, Madaarij, vol. 1, pp. 37-5 1 . 

3 Cf., al-Isfahaani, pp. 539ff; ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 18, pp. 171-175. 
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clear signs have been shown, messengers have been sent and books have been 
revealed. This type of guidance is also offered to all of mankind, believers and 
disbelievers — the believers, of course, accept the guidance while the 
unbelievers do not. For example, Allah says about the people of Thamood, 

"And as for Thamood, We showed and made clear to them the Path of Truth, 
but they preferred blindness to guidance" (Fussilat 1 7). This type of guidance 
may be "attributed" to the Quran, the prophets or anyone who shows another 
what the Straight Path is. 

(3) The third type of guidance is in reference to the placing of faith and 
guidance in the heart of the individual. This is something that can only be done 
by Allah, as mentioned in the commentary on al-Nawawi's introduction. This 
type of guidance is referred to in numerous places in the Quran. For example, 
Allah says in a verse recently quoted, 

i - U » 
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"He whom Allah guides, he is the rightly guided. But for him whom He sends 
astray you will find no guiding friend to lead him [to the Straight Path]" (al- 
KahfM). 



(4) The fourth type of guidance is the guidance in the Hereafter or the 
guidance to the path to Paradise. Allah says in the Quran, 




"Verily, those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, their Lord will guide 
them through their faith, under them will flow rivers in the Gardens of Delight" 
(Yoonus 9). 

The last type of guidance is the result of following the second type of 
guidance, which can only be followed if one has been granted the blessing of 
the third type of guidance. 

Note that of the different types of guidance, three of them come only 
from Allah. That is, others may show the straight path and try to convince 
others to follow it but the other types of guidance are solely from Allah alone. 
Therefore, any individual who has been blessed by Allah to achieve those 
different types of guidance must be very thankful to Allah for that great 
blessing. 

In fact, even the other category of guidance originates with Allah as He 
is the one who revealed the true guidance, like the Quran. Without that 
revelation and Allah's sending of messengers, that type of guidance would also 
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be unknown to humans. Hence, Allah must be praised and thanked for every 
type and aspect of guidance that there is in this world. 

It seems, and Allah knows best, that the type of guidance that is 
referred to in this hadith is the third type of guidance. This is the type of 
guidance that truly distinguishes the one who is guided from the one who is 
straying. Everyone may possess or have access to the first and second types of 
guidance but that does not keep them from being among those who are astray. 

"Therefore, seek guidance from Me and I will guide you." 
Allah says in the Quran, 



"Verily, you [O Muhammad] guide not whom you like, but Allah guides whom 
He wills. And He knows best those who are guided" (al-Qasas 56). 

Everyone must seek guidance from Allah for He is the only true source 
of guidance. One has to pray to Him and Him alone for guidance. If a person 
sincerely seeks true guidance from Allah and beseeches Him, Allah will guide 
him to the straight path, as shown in this hadith. 1 

Some people claim that they turn to God for guidance and yet they are 
not guided to Islam, the true guidance. The only way, based on this hadith, that 
this could happen is if they did not want the true guidance. Yes, they prayed 
but not with the sincere intention to follow the true guidance, regardless of 
whether that true guidance goes against their desires, wishes and ego. Instead, 
they prayed for "guidance" but they had already determined what that 
"guidance" was. They had their heart set on some specific path and that is what 
they were going to follow. In other words, they did not sincerely and purely 
pray to God to guide them to the Straight Path. Their hearts were not pure to 
accept the truth. Hence, they were not guided to the Straight Path of Islam. 

This turning to Allah for guidance includes the second and third types 
of guidance mentioned above. Ibn Rajab states that a person must beseech 
Allah for the general guidance of having faith placed into his heart. However, a 
person must also pray to Allah for guidance regarding the detailed actions of 
his day to day life. He must know what is correct and what deeds to follow in 
every moment of his life. For this reason, he has been instructed to pray in 
every prayer, 





Cf., ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 3, p. 149. 
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"Guide us to the Straight Path" {al-Faatiha 6). 1 Furthermore, the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) used to make the following supplication as he began his 
late-night prayers, 



"O Allah, Lord of Gabriel, Michael and Israafeel, Originator of the Heavens 
the Earth, Knower of the Unseen and Seen, You judge between Your servants 
concerning what they differed about, so guide me to the truth in the matters 
concerning which they differ, by Your permission. You guide whomever You 
will to the Straight Path." (Recorded by Muslim.) 2 



A Refutation of Some Heretical Views 



The Qadariyyah, a heretical sect that developed in the history of Islam 
who deny the reality of qadar, claim that the human by himself attains 
guidance. According to them, the only aspect of guidance coming from Allah is 
the sending of messengers and revealing of books. Beyond that, Allah plays no 
role in the guiding of mankind. There is no aspect of Divine Grace that leads 
mankind to faith. According to this argument, Allah does not bless the believer 
by giving guidance any more than He blesses an unbeliever. This claim of 
theirs is false and contradicts the Quran and sunnah. 3 A person cannot attain 
guidance on his own. Only by the grace of Allah can one attain guidance, as 
this hadith clearly demonstrates. Hence, the individual must turn to Allah and 
sincerely beseech Him if he truly wishes to be guided. 

According to the Mutazilah, another heretical sect that developed in 
the history of Islam, Allah willed or wanted all of mankind to follow the right 

1 Ibn Uthaimeen points out that when most people recite this verse in their prayers, their hearts 
are not attuned to what they are saying and, therefore, they get no response from Allah to this 
prayer. Cf., Ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 3, p. 149. A Christian missionary was once 
trying to use this verse as an argument that the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and the 
Muslims know that they are misguided. Therefore, they pray for guidance. This is typical of the 
false claims used by the enemies of Islam. Sincere Christians will have to agree that a person 
needs guidance in every moment of his life. 

2 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 40. Ibn Rajab and al-Haitami also point out that after one who 
sneezes is responded to, he should say, "May Allah guide you." Then they state that some of the 
jurists of Iraq reject this practice as they argue that a believer is not in need of a prayer for 
guidance. The majority of the scholars differ from them and follow what is stated in the sunnah. 
Cf, ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 40; al-Haitami, Fath, p. 194. If what they state from some of the 
jurists of Iraq is true, it demonstrates a lack of a complete understanding of the concept of 
guidance. Allah knows best. 

Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 18, pp. 173-4. 
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guidance but much of mankind refused to do so. This belief is incorrect and is 
refuted by this hadith. Instead, Allah guides whom He wills. According to His 
Wisdom and Knowledge, He has decreed to guide some of mankind while 
allowing the rest to stray. This is according to His will and decree and not 
against it. If He had willed to guide all of mankind, He would have done so. 1 

"O My servants, all of you are hungry except for those whom I have fed. 
Therefore, seek food from Me and I will feed you." 

After mentioning the "food of the soul" (guidance), Allah mentions the 
food that is needed for the physical body. Food is one of the greatest blessings 
man can have. Without it, he cannot survive. Eating can also be a pleasing 
experience. In addition, proper nutrition is needed for the human being to be 
able to think and develop in a proper manner. 

Allah makes it clear that it is by His will that humans have food, water 
and fire or energy. Allah says in the Quran, 

* ' ' f - * ^ * ' 
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"Then tell Me about the seed you sow in the ground. Is it you that makes it 
grow or are We the Grower? Were it Our will, we could crumble it to dry 
pieces, and you would be regretful. [Saying,] 'We are indeed ruined. Nay, but 
we are deprived.' Then tell Me about the water you drink. Is it you who causes 
it to come down from the rain clouds or are We the Ones who cause it to come 
down? If We willed, We verily could make it salt [and undrinkable]. Why then 
do you not give thanks [to Allah]? Then tell Me about the fire which you 
kindle. Is it you who made the tree thereof to grow, or are We the grower?" {al- 
Waaqiah 63- 72) 2 



1 Al-Nawawi, Sharh Saheeh, vol. 16, pp. 131-132. 

2 Even atheists have to admit that they have no control over the laws of nature; they can simply 
try to use the given laws to their advantage. Who then makes those "laws of nature" and makes 
everything in this creation work? It is Allah and Allah alone. Even with all of the advances in 
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According to ibn Uthaimeen, there are two ways by which food is to be 
sought from Allah. One way is by speech and the other is by action. As for 
speech, it is to ask Allah to provide and give sustenance. As for action, it has 
two aspects. The first aspect is the performance of pious deeds. This is one of 
the greatest causes that bring about sustenance from Allah. Allah says in the 
Quran, 

ji^ji c-^=>; u^sj ipjij \px zj'Jm 3_if jjf jij 

"And if the people of the towns had believed and had piety, certainly, We 
would have opened for them blessings from the heaven and the earth. But they 
belied [the Messengers], so We took them [to punishment] for what they used 
to earn" (al-Araaf 96; also see al-Maaidah 65-66). 

The second aspect related to action is to perform the outward "causes" 
that lead to the production of food. In other words, besides asking from Allah, 
one must then follow the steps that will lead to food production or to the ability 
to purchase food and so on. This is also part of the seeking of food from Allah 
as Allah requires humans to act upon the means He has shown to His creation. 1 

Ibn Uthaimeen makes one more point. He says that the seeking of 
sustenance from Allah requires that one have good expectations of Allah. 2 In 
other words, one must believe that if he seeks sustenance from Allah, Allah 
will provide for him. He says that it is not permissible to ask from Allah while 
one's heart is not in the supplication or one does not believe that it will have 
any effect. Similarly, he states that if one simply relies on the worldly causes 
and his own strength, he may be disappointed since Allah may not will them to 
have their intended results. 3 

According to al-Haitami, the meaning of, "I will feed you," is that 
Allah will make it easy for the people to get their food. For example, He will 
cause rain to fall in specific areas that will provide the people of that land with 
plentiful crops and so forth. All of this is under the control of Allah and He is 
the true Provider. 

Ibn Daqeeq al-Eid and al-Haitami point out that this also contains a 
lesson for the poor and impoverished. They should not turn to anyone other 



technology, without the mercy of Allah and Allah allowing the proper growth of food and access 
to pure water, humans cannot bring about any food for themselves. 

1 Ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 3, p. 152. 

2 In his commentary to this hadith, ibn Taimiya stresses putting one's trust in Allah rather than 
simply the physical causes of this world. The discussion by ibn Uthaimeen and ibn Taimiya are 
somewhat parallel. Ibn Taimiya also stresses that it is not permissible to rely on the physical 
causes alone. Instead, one must rely upon Allah who is the "force" behind the physical causes. 
Cf., ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 18, pp. 178-185. 

3 Ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 3, p. 1 52. 
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than Allah to feed them because, in reality, they will not be provided for except 
by Allah. 1 

"O My servants, all of you are naked except for those whom I have clothed. 
Therefore, seek clothing from Me and I will clothe you." 

Another great blessing that Allah has bestowed upon mankind is that of 
clothing. Clothing is a protection from the weather. It is also a means by which 
one may cover one's private parts. And, finally, it is also an adornment. 

Many people overlook this great blessing from Allah and take it for 
granted. Others, especially in today's world, misuse this great blessing and, 
instead of using clothing to cover one's private parts, use clothing as a tool of 
seduction and displaying one's beauty. 

Humans come out of their mothers' wombs without any clothing on. 
They are in need of clothing to cover their physical private parts. In the same 
way, according to ibn Uthaimeen, they are in need of good deeds to cover their 
"spiritual nakedness." This type of covering is the covering of taqwa (fear of 
Allah and God-consciousness). Allah says in the Quran, 

"O Children of Adam! We have bestowed clothing upon you to cover 
yourselves and as an adornment. And the covering of taqwa (righteousness), 
that is better. Such are among the signs of Allah, that they may remember" {al- 
Araaf 26). Hence, one needs a physical covering as well as a spiritual covering. 
Ibn Uthaimeen goes on to say that those people who interpret dreams state that 
if a person sees himself naked in a dream, he should seek forgiveness from 
Allah as that is a sign that he has a shortcoming in his taqwa, as taqwa is a 
covering. 2 

Ibn Uthaimeen states that seeking clothing from Allah is to be done in 
a fashion similar to what was stated concerning seeking food from Allah. It 
must be done both with statements and actions. 3 

Finally, ibn Uthaimeen discusses the tie between these three portions 
of this hadith concerning guidance, food and clothing. He states that food is 
clothing for the stomach as when one is hungry, it means that the stomach is 
not lined with food. He then states that clothing covers the outer body. 
Guidance covers the most important part of the body, the heart and soul, from 
the blemish of sins. 4 



1 IbnDaqeeq al-Eid, Sharh, p. 66; al-Haitami, Fath, p. 195. 

2 Ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 3, pp. 153-154. 

3 Ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 3, p. 155. 

4 Ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 3, p. 155. 
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"O My servants, you sin by night and by day, and I forgive all sins. 
Therefore, seek forgiveness from Me and I will forgive you." 

Besides providing guidance, food and clothing, Allah offers humanity 
another great bounty: the bounty of forgiveness for one's sins. This bounty is 
as important as the previously mentioned bounties because, as Allah states 
here, mankind is bound to commit sins. 1 

Daytime and nighttime means that at all times humans commit sins. 
Every believer should be ashamed of this fact. During the daytime, in general, 
his actions are witnessed by others and he should be too shy to commit sins in 
view of others. During the nighttime, he is not seen by anyone and this is the 
best time for him to perform good deeds that are free of any form of show and 
display. Instead, that time is often used to commit sins. 

However, Allah calls out to His servants. He informs them that He 
forgives sins. He is, in fact, the Forgiving, the Merciful. If the sinning humans 
would repent to Him and seek His forgiveness, He is willing to forgive them. 

All humans are prone to commit sins. However, what distinguishes 
some sinners from others is the admission of committing the sin, the feeling 
that it was wrong and the want to ask Allah for forgiveness. This was made 
clear by the Prophet (peace be upon him) when he said, 

SsrfaS >3 r ST jJ* 

"All humans are sinners. And the best sinners are those who repent much." 2 

This is an important point for the human psyche. If Allah were to 
refuse to accept repentance and pleas for forgiveness, then all of mankind 
would be doomed, because all of mankind is apt to commit sins. If they would 
be doomed, there would be no hope of redemption. Indeed, there would even 
be no need to reform and change one's sinful ways. However, Allah makes it 
clear that no one should ever despair of Allah's mercy and forgiveness. The 
door to repentance and forgiveness is always open as long as the person is still 
alive and the pangs of death have not reached him. Allah says, 



' The word LL^-i (which has a four-letter root) implies that a person did something wrong, 
whether intentionally or unintentionally. However, c^ 1 ^ ("the sinner"), which is from the 
three-letter root Li^, implies one who does something wrong intentionally. This is the word that 
is being used in this hadith. See al-Haitami, Fath, p. 195; al-Qaari, vol. 5, p. 125. 
2 Recorded by Abu Dawood, al-Tirmidhi, al-Nasaai and ibn Maajah. According to al-Hilaali, it is 
sahih. See al-Hilaali, Eeqaadh, p. 345. However, according to al-Amaoot and Baajis, its chain 
may be considered hasan. See al-Amaoot and Baajis, vol. 2, p. 41. 
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"Say: O My servants who have transgressed against themselves [by committing 
sins], despair not of the Mercy of Allah. Verily, Allah forgives all sins. Truly, 
He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful" {al-Zumar 53). 

No matter how great one's sins might have been, one need not despair. 
The door to sincere repentance and forgiveness will always be open. In Sahih 
al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim, the Prophet (peace be upon him) told of a person 
who killed one hundred people, yet because of his desire to repent, Allah 
showed mercy on him. In Surah al-Burooj, Allah tells of a people who burnt 
some believers alive simply because they believed in Allah. Yet Allah then 
says about them, 



"Verily, those who put to trial the believing men and believing women and then 
do not turn in repentance, they will have the torment of Hell, and they will have 
the punishment of the burning Fire" {al-Burooj 10). That punishment is 
awaiting them for that grievous crime only if they do not first sincerely repent. 
Such is the willingness of Allah to forgive and the expanse of His mercy. Even 
shirk, the greatest sin a person could commit, is forgiven by Allah once the 
person repents and gives up shirk. (However, dying upon shirk is not forgiven.) 

The Meaning of Ghafar{J^f 

Ghafar means to conceal something. With respect to sins, it implies 
concealing a sin, removing its effect and making one safe from its evil 
consequence. Allah does this with respect to a sin when He forgives a person. 2 

According to al-Haitami, the meaning of seeking forgiveness in this 
hadith is actually repenting. He states that repenting completely wipes away the 
sin while al-istighfaar (seeking forgiveness) simply lessens the evil 
consequence or delays the punishment for a sin. Hence, what is meant here is 
repentance and not simply asking for forgiveness. 3 Ibn Abu al-Izz explains the 
usage of the two terms, istighfaar and taubah by saying, "Istighfaar is 
sometimes mentioned by itself and sometimes along with tawbah (repentance). 
When it is mentioned alone it implies tawbah, just as when tawbah is 
mentioned alone it implies istighfaar. Each is included in the connotation of 



1 The statement, for example, MjZLA ("I seek Allah's forgiveness") comes from this root. 

2 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 1 96. 

3 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 196. Ibn Taimiya was of the opinion that both taubah and istighfaar are 
meant in this portion of the hadith. See ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 1 8, p. 1 92. 

4 Ibn Abu al-Izz, vol. 2, p. 452. 




the other; 
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Ibn Uthaimeen is in agreement with the above explanation. He states 
that seeking forgiveness is not simply a matter of a person saying, "O Allah, 
forgive me." Instead, it must be accompanied by a sincere repentance. He then 
states that for the repentance to be correct, it must meet certain conditions, 
which are given below. 1 

The Criteria for a Sound Repentance 

There are five conditions that must be met in order for an act of 
repentance to be considered sound and proper. These five are: 2 

(1) The act of repentance must be done solely for the sake of Allah. 
The person cannot repent, for example, for the sake of reputation, to be seen by 
others or to get closer to them. His sole intent must be a return to the proper 
submission to Allah. This condition of purity in one's intention is a condition 
for any deed to be accepted by Allah, including the deed of repentance. 

(2) The repenting person must feel remorse for the sin that he has 
committed. The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said, 



"Remorse [is the main part of] repentance." 3 He must feel that the act that he 
did was wrong and he must feel very sorry about that. If a person committed a 
sin and he does not feel any different had he committed or not committed that 
sin, he does not feel remorse. Therefore, he is not repenting properly. Instead, 
in his heart, he should wish that he had never committed that sin. 

(3) The repenting person must stop committing the sin. Allah describes 
those who repent with the words, 



"And those who when they have committed illegal sexual intercourse or 
wronged themselves with evil remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their 
sins — and none can forgive sins except Allah — and do not persist in what 
[wrong] they have done, while they know" {ali-Imraan 135). The one who says 



' Ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 3, p. 1 56. 

2 For the most part, the following is based on ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 3, pp. 1 56- 



3 Recorded by Ahmad and others. According to al-Albaani, i ti s sahih. See al-Albaani, Saheeh al- 
Jaami, vol. 2, p. 1 1 50. 





161. 
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he repents and continues to commit the same sin is, says ibn Uthaimeen, lying 
and ridiculing Allah. 

Part of repentance is to undo a wrong that someone has committed 
toward someone else. For example, if a person stole something from someone 
else, he must return the stolen property to the rightful owner, if possible. If that 
is not possible, the thief should give the item or a similar amount of wealth 
away in charity, with the intention that the reward will go to the one from 
whom he stole. If a person backbit another or fought with another, he must go 
to that person and ask that person for forgiveness. 1 

(4) The person must be determined not to repeat that sin again. If a 
person claims to repent but he knows that if he could get the opportunity to 
perform that sin again, he would do so, he has not repented properly. If, 
however, he should slip in the future and commit that sin again, although he 
desired never to do so again, this would not affect his original act of 
repentance. Instead, he must repent anew for the new sin that he has 
committed. 

(5) The person must repent before it is too late. A person must repent 
before he starts feeling the pangs of death and knows that he is dying. Allah 
says in the Quran, 

opt [Jm£4 >^ 131 Jp. olifU I 'cj&% i^Stf 
U-L^pI £Lpj\ f j\j^=> ^jjJj-j ^1 C-h jjjjJt JL5 

"And of no effect is the repentance of those who continue to do evil deeds until 
death faces one of them and he says, 'Now, I repent,' nor for those who die 
while they are unbelievers. For them We have prepared a painful torment" (al- 
Nisaa 1 8). 

Every sinner should do his best to rum to Allah and seek forgiveness 
from Allah. Allah is pleased with the repentance of His servants and is willing 
to forgive them. Instead of feeling complete despair for past sins, everyone 
should realize that the door to repentance is open. Furthermore, due to the 
effects of repentance and the change in one's heart in the process, one may be 
in a better state after repentance then he was before he committed the sin. This 
was the case, for example, with Adam. Adam committed a sin. He then felt 
remorse and his heart turned sincerely to Allah with repentance. Thereafter, his 
faith and belief were better than before. Allah says, 

' s > 



The exception to this general rule is if the person felt that by doing such, the harm would be 
much greater than the benefit. 
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"Thus did Adam disobey his Lord, so he went astray. Then his Lord chose him, 
and turned to him with forgiveness, and gave him guidance" (Taha 121-122). 

"O My servants, you will not be able to harm Me so as bring to Me 
any harm, and you will not able to benefit Me so as to bring Me any 

benefit." 

Allah is not in need of any of His creation. He is self-sufficient and 
perfect. He is not in need of any assistant, spouse or son to assist Him or 
benefit Him in any way. All creatures can neither benefit nor harm Allah in any 
way. Allah has said, 

Uj Sjj Ji 1J U Q #/4y \ir>^ oT^ ^3 

"And I [Allah] created not the jinn and mankind except that they should 
worship Me [alone]. I seek not any provision from them nor do I ask that they 
should feed Me. Verily, Allah is the All-Provider, Owner of Power, the Most 
Strong" {al-Dhaariyaat 56-58). Allah also says, 

CyjjT ^iilTy» ST3 f\ J i *TjSiTJif ^-uT 0Lj 

"O mankind! It is you who stand in need of Allah. But Allah is Rich [free of all 
needs], Worthy of all praise" {Faatir 1 5). 

In numerous places in the Quran, Allah makes it clear that the 
unbelievers cannot harm Allah in any way. For example, Allah states, 

"And let not those grieve you [O Muhammad] who rush with haste to unbelief; 
verily, not the least harm will they do to Allah" (ali-Imraan 1 76). 

All of the creation belongs to Allah while He is not in need of any of it. 
A verse states, 

i_ 'VCjT ijijt ^jJT Qitsj ^3 <J$ ^*3 oylfjT <4 u. Jj j 

"And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. And, 
verily, We have recommended to the people of the Scripture before you and to 
you [Muslims] that you (all) fear Allah. But if you disbelieve, then unto Allah 
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belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. And Allah is Ever 
Rich [Free of all wants], Worthy of all praise" (al-Nisaa 131). 

Allah loves for His slaves to be pious and to repent. But He does not 
benefit from this in any way. All of this is for their own good. Similarly, He 
hates for His slaves to disbelieve and commit sins. However, He is not harmed 
by their disbelief or sins by any means. They are simply hurting themselves. It 
is only out of Allah's mercy, kindness and goodness to His creation that He 
loves what is beneficial for them and dislikes what is harmful for them. It is by 
His grace and mercy that He guides people to the Straight Path, while He does 
not benefit at all from that. 

"O My servants, if the first and last of you and the human and jinn of you 
were as pious as the most pious heart of anyone among you, that would not 
add anything to My dominion. O My servants. . . that would not decrease 
anything from My dominion." 

Ibn Taimiya explains that the word mulk ("dominion") could mean: (1) 
the power to administer and manage affairs, (2) the actual administering and 
arranging of affairs of the creation or (3) the objects (in this case, humans and 
jinn) of the dominion. The word could also imply all three meanings at one 
time. 1 

If all of mankind and jinn were the same as the Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him) in piety, this would not add anything to Allah's dominion 
and kingdom. In other words, Allah's kingdom is not enriched or made greater 
by obedience to Him by human and jinn. Indeed, they are all within His 
kingdom and part of His creation, regardless of whether they obey Allah or not. 

Similarly, if all of mankind and jinn were as evil as Satan, this would 
also not diminish Allah's kingdom and dominion in any way. Disobedience to 
Allah does not affect His dominion at all. 

Ibn Taimiya notes that this demonstrates how different Allah's 
dominion is from that of man. The weak human "kings" of this world are 
greatly in need of servants and citizenry to provide support and obedience. The 
more citizens the king has, the greater is his kingdom. If the citizenry decides 
not to obey him, his kingdom may be lost. Allah's kingdom, therefore, is the 
true and absolute dominion. 2 

He is the real "king" and "owner" of all of creation. He has power over 
all things. Nothing escapes His rule. He is not in need of anything to assist Him 
in His rule. He is perfect and complete in and of Himself. In fact, He has no 
need to drive people to His worship, as that does not benefit Him at all. 
Similarly, He has no need to force people not to disobey Him, as such 
disobedience does not harm Him. 



1 Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 1 8, p. 195. 

2 Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 18, p. 194. 
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"O My servants, if the first and last of you and the human and jinn of you 
were to gather together on a piece of land and all ask of Me . . . any more 
than a needle decreases what is in the ocean when it is put into it." 

The similitude here is that of one of the largest masses known to 
mankind (the ocean) in comparison with a very small object. A needle does not 
actually hold anything in it The amount it could take from an ocean is virtually 
nil. The similitude is emphasized by the fact that all of mankind and jinn are at 
one place and at one time requesting something. If all of their requests were 
answered at that one time and place, this would not exhaust any of Allah's 
treasures. 

Allah is Generous, Free of all want, Rich, able to give anything. This 
statement is meant to demonstrate how great Allah is. He is able to give and 
give endlessly without it subtracting anything from His dominion. If a person 
puts a needle into the ocean and draws it out, with respect to what is in the 
ocean, the needle has taken virtually nothing out of the ocean. 

When the believer realizes this fact, he will turn to Allah and ask of 
Him. He will realize that it is Allah who can grant his requests. Allah is always 
able to grant requests made to Him. Allah will never be in a state where He is 
not able to grant the request of a questioner. In another hadith, the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) said, 

"Allah's hand is full. [Its fullness] is not affected by continuous spending, day 
and night." He [the Prophet (peace be upon him) then] said, "Do you see what 
He has spent since He created the Heavens and the Earth? All of it did not 
decrease what is in His hand." (Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.) 

Ibn Taimiya's Discussion of This Portion of the Hadith 

Ibn Taimiya has one of the most detailed and informative discussions 
of this portion of the hadith. He states that it has been interpreted in two 
different ways. 1 

The first interpretation is that Allah has everything existing with Him 
and from that storage He gives to whomever He wills. In this case, what He 
gives does actually decrease, although relative to the large amount He 
possesses, the decrease is virtually nothing. This is why, in this portion of the 
hadith, Allah said, "decrease what is with me," and He did not say, "decrease 
My dominion." Now, when things are given from one to another, they 



1 Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 1 8, pp. 196-201. 
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sometimes decrease their source and sometimes they do not, depending on their 
nature. For example, if a person has one hundred dollars and gives ten dollars 
to somebody else, what he has left is ninety dollars. However, one person may 
impart to another person some of his knowledge; the other person receives it 
while the giver's knowledge has not decreased in any fashion. So if the 
reference is to things that are with Allah, they may decrease. But His dominion 
does not decrease at all because what He gives is still part of His dominion. 

The second way of viewing this phrase is to understand the word, 
"decrease," in the same way that it is used in the famous hadith concerning 
Moses and Khidr. In that hadith, recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim, Khidr 
told Moses, upon seeing a bird take a drink from the sea, "O Moses, my 
knowledge and your knowledge does not decrease Allah's knowledge except 
like what this bird has taken from this sea." Obviously, Allah's knowledge 
remains with Him at all times and does not leave Him at all, even when He 
imparts some of it to others. In other words, the word "decrease" here does not 
mean decrease in the way that word is normally understood. 

Therefore, what Allah gives could be part of His dominion but it can 
be imparted to others without any decrease in the original, in the same way that 
Moses' and Khidr's knowledge is separate and distinct from Allah's 
knowledge. Alternatively, Allah gives from what is with Him and part of His 
dominion but what He gives is virtually nothing in comparison to all that He 
has, in the same way that a needle takes virtually nothing from the mass of an 
ocean. 



"O My servants, it is but your deeds that I reckon for you. Then I 
recompense you for them." 

This hadith began by Allah stating the fact that He does not commit 
any dhulm. At the end of the hadith, He demonstrates His justice by showing 
that He is preserving the deeds that mankind is performing. All of mankind will 
be recompensed according to those deeds. No one will be wronged in any way. 
Everyone's deeds will be presented and weighed. Allah says, 

"So whoever does good equal to the weight of an atom shall see it. And 
whoever does evil equal to the weight of an atom shall see it" {al-Zalzalah 7- 
8). 

The most apparent meaning of this phrase is that the people shall be 
recompensed in the Hereafter. Allah has said, 

"And only on the Day of Resurrection shall you be recompensed in full" (ali- 
Imraan 185). 
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Ibn Rajab points out the recompense could possibly be both in this 
world and the Hereafter. Allah has said, 

y£ J*** a* 

"Whoever works evil will have the recompense thereof {al-Nisaa 123). Ibn 
Rajab then states that it has been reported from the Messenger of Allah (peace 
be upon him) 1 that the believers will be recompensed for their evil deeds in this 
world while the reward for their good deeds will be stored for them for the 
Hereafter. However, the disbelievers will be recompensed for their good deeds 
in this life while their evil deeds will be stored and recompensed in the 
Hereafter. 2 

"The one who finds good should give praises to Allah." 
Allah says, 

"Whoever brings a good deed shall have ten times the like thereof to his credit, 
and whoever brings an evil deed shall have only the recompense of the like 
thereof, and they will not be wronged" (al-Anaam 1 60). 

Allah records all deeds and recompenses them. But His reward for 
good deeds is so just and excellent that He is deserving of praise. He is the One 
who mercifully ordered those good deeds, who guided the people to them 
deeds and helped people to perform them; He is also the One who recorded 
those deeds and then recompensed the person for those deeds. All of this is due 
to Allah's grace and goodness and He is to be praised for it. 

Ibn Taimiya points out that although it is true that Allah has prescribed 
for Himself mercy and has promised to help the believers, this obligation that 
Allah has put upon Himself is different from the obligations that people have 
upon one another. Human obligations are based on justice but not on grace. 
Humans do acts on behalf of each other to benefit one another. Therefore, they 
are deserving of a fair and just recompense. With respect to Allah, the situation 
is very different, as this hadith demonstrates. Believing servants do not benefit 
Allah in any way. Hence, when Allah rewards them it is not a "just 
recompense". In reality, then, no one has a right upon Allah due to the good he 
has done toward Allah. Instead, it is Allah and Allah alone who, out of His 



1 The way ibn Rajab stated this implies that he does not consider it a sound narration. 

2 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 52. Cf., al-Haitami, Fath, p. 1 99. 
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grace and mercy, has made that right upon Himself. This is all a bounty and 
mercy from Allah. 1 

"The one who finds other than that should not blame anyone but himself." 

The one who finds that his deeds are evil has no one to blame but 
himself. He is the one who has chosen to remain astray, as in this hadith, "You 
are all astray..," instead of following the guidance that has come from Allah. 

Those who do wrong may try to blame many others for their sins. 2 
They sometimes blame their leaders for taking them down the wrong path. 
They will blame Satan for enticing them to do evil. They may even blame 
society for convincing them to accept as right what they must have known was 
wrong. This portion of the hadith shows that, in reality, they have no one to 
blame but themselves. When it comes to right and wrong, the influence of 
others is no excuse. The person himself makes his own decision what path to 
follow and what acts to perform. Hence, he can only blame himself for the 
decisions that he has made. It is him and him alone who is responsible for what 
he has done. 

On the Day of Judgment, he will be alone with the book of his deeds. 
Then he will completely realize that he has no excuse and he can only blame 
himself for his actions. Allah says, 

ij^j aIJC. ^js- Xa ilMill cJtT L ^ j l I L ; (ggs) 1~>\L*- C jSt 

"But as for him who will be given his Record in his left hand, he will say, 
'Woe to me, I wish that I had not been given my record and that I had never 
known how my account is. Would that it [death] had been my end. My wealth 
has not availed me. My power has gone from me.' [It will be said,] 'Seize him 
and fetter him. Then throw him in the blazing Fire'" {al-Haaqah 25-31). 

Ibn Rajab points out that these last two phrases in this hadith may be 
with respect to this world or the Hereafter. In other words, if someone finds a 
good result due to his good deeds, he should thank and praise Allah for the 
good reward that Allah has given him in this world. Allah does promise a 
"good life" for those who do good in the verse, 



1 Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 1 8, pp. 202-203. 

2 According to al-Haitami, this is why the word yaloomann ("blames") contains the letter noon 
with a shaddah (stress), which emphasizes that the person might try to blame others but he, in 
fact, has no one to blame but himself. Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 200. 
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"Whoever works righteousness — whether male or female — while he is a true 
believer, verily, to him We will give a good life [in this world] and We shall 
certainly pay them a reward [in the Hereafter] in proportion to the best of what 
they used to do" {al-Nahl 97). On the other hand, if a person does evil and then 
sees the bad result of it for him in this life, he should only blame himself for 
his original act and quickly repent to Allah. Allah says, 

"And, verily, We shall make them taste of the near torment [in this life] before 
the supreme torment [in the Hereafter], in order that they may [repent and] 
return [to submitting to Allah]" {al-Sajdah 21). 1 

Three Categories of People 

Ibn Taimiya states that with respect to attitude toward good deeds and 
sins people can be divided into three categories. 2 

The worst people are those who excuse their sins by saying that they 
were decreed by Allah and there was no way to escape them while at the same 
time they take full credit for the good deeds they perform. Hence, they blame 
Allah for their sins. They say, "Why did Allah make me do that?" At the same 
time, though, they take credit for their good deeds since they performed them 
by choice. They do not give Allah any hand in their doing of good deeds. They 
forget that Allah has made it easy for them to perform good deeds and has 
guided them to those good deeds. Ibn al-Jauzi has described these people by 
saying that when it comes to their sins, they are compulsionists but when it 
comes to their good deeds, they are free-willers. This is the result of nothing 
but their own vain desires. 

The best people and those of the correct approach are those who, when 
they perform any good deed, thank and praise Allah for His blessing of having 
guided them to that deed. They realize that they are in need of Allah and cannot 
actually accomplish anything without Allah's grace and help. Like those who 
reach Paradise, they say as described in the Quran, 



1 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 53. 

2 Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 18, pp. 204-209. 
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"[They say,] 'All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has guided us to this, 
never could we have found guidance, were it not that Allah had guided us. 
Indeed, the messengers of our Lord did come with the truth'" (al-Araaf 43). 

When these people commit sins, they confess their sins and admit that 
their sins were of their own doing and free-will. When they commit sins, they 
do not blame Allah but, instead, turn to Allah seeking forgiveness and 
repenting to Him. They are like their "parents" Adam and Eve who said, 




"Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If you forgive us not, and bestow not 
upon us Your mercy, we shall certainly be of the losers" {al-Araaf 23). Their 
approach is much different from that of Iblis who arrogantly stated, 



"[Iblis] said, 'Because You have sent me astray, surely I will sit in wait against 
them on Your Straight Path" (al-Araaf 1 6). 

Although these people believe in Qadar, they do not use it as an 
excuse when they commit sins. They know that everything is by the Decree of 
Allah yet they realize that their committing of sins is by their own choice and 
will. 

The third category of people are those who mix what is true with what 
is false. These are the people who believe that they alone guide themselves to 
goodness or evil. They believe that they do good, for example, without any 
guidance or help from Allah. 

All Acts of Worship are for the Benefit of the Human Himself 

This hadith makes it clear that Allah does not benefit from being 
worshipped by humans. Nor is He harmed by being disobeyed. Instead, all of 
the acts of worship and purification are simply for the benefit of the human 
himself. If he chooses to follow the path of goodness, he is only helping 
himself by the grace of Allah. If he chooses to follow the path of evil, he is 
simply harming himself and will have no one else to blame but himself. 



This is a very important message. Allah has made this message very 
clear in numerous verses of the Quran. Note, in particular, the following: 




789 



Commentary on the Forty Hadith of al-Nawawi 

"Verily, proofs have come to you from your Lord, so whosoever sees, will do 
so for [the good of] his own self; and whosoever blinds himself, will do so to 
his own harm" (al-Anaam 1 04). 

L^U J^au L^U J^b ^r^i 

"Say: O mankind! Now truth has come to you from your Lord. So whoever 
receives guidance, he does so for the good of his own self; and whoever goes 
astray, does so to his own loss" {Yoonus 108). 

"And whoever strives, he strives only for his own [good]. Verily, Allah stands 
not in need of any of the creation" (al-Ankaboot 6). 

"And he who purifies himself, then he purifies himself only for the benefit of 
his own self. And to Allah is the final return" {Faatir 1 8). 

"Whoever does righteous deeds, it is for [the benefit of] his own self; and 
whoever does evil, it is against his own self. And your Lord is not at all unjust 
to [His] servants" {Fussilat 46). 

iat J; 
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"And whoever gives thanks, he gives thanks for [the good of] his own self. And 
whoever is unthankful, then, verily, Allah is All-Rich [free of wants], Worthy 
of all praise" {Luqmaan 12). 

Other Points Related to This Hadith 

• Although Allah creates the acts of humans and humans commit dhulm, this 
does not mean that dhulm can be attributed to Allah. The acts of humans 
cannot be attributed to Allah, although He has created them and decreed 
them. He is only to be attributed by His own acts. The acts of humans are 
part of what He has created, just like the heavens and the earth. Obviously, 
He does not have the same attributes of what He created, nor is He to be 
described by such attributes. 1 

• The importance of establishing justice and avoiding any kind of 
wrongdoing is so great in the shareeah that ibn Taimiya concluded that 



' Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 36; al-Haitami, Fath, p. 192. 
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Allah would establish and support a just nation even if it were non-Muslim 
while He would not establish and support an oppressive nation, even if it 
were Muslim. 1 

Justice requires knowledge. The one without knowledge cannot know what 
justice is. Hence, humans are ignorant wrongdoers unless they turn to the 
guidance of Allah. 2 

Included among the acts of dhulm that one must avoid is causing harm to 
one's own body and soul. The physical body and life is a trust from Allah. 
A person is not allowed to use it any manner he wishes. Instead, he must 
use it properly according to the guidance of Allah. Therefore, any act that 
is proven to be dangerous or harmful to one's health is considered 
forbidden in Islam. Ibn Uthaimeen, under this category, gives the example 
of smoking as an act that is forbidden because it is a kind of dhulm against 
oneself. Allah has said, 



"And do not kill yourselves" {al-Nisaa 29). 3 

Violating another person's honor is a kind of dhulm. The one whose honor 
has been violated will be recompensed in the Hereafter, as stated earlier. 
Ibn Uthaimeen records that it was told to one of the early, pious Muslims 
that someone had backbitten him. He asked to make sure that this was true. 
When it was confirmed, he sent a present to the one who backbit him. The 
backbiter was surprised that he backbit the person and then that person sent 
him a present. The pious man stated, "You sent me [your] good deeds as a 
present [due to your backbiting]. And those good deeds are lasting. 
However, I sent you a present that will vanish in this world. That is the 
reciprocation of the present that you sent to me." 4 

Ibn Taimiya points out that a person who has committed a great deal of 
dhulm and wrong toward others must exert himself to perform as many 
good deeds as he can in this life. This is because these people whom he 
wronged and for whom he could not redress their wrong in this life will be 
take some, if not all, of his good deeds in the Hereafter. Unless he has a 
large number of good deeds in the Hereafter, he may be left "broke", 
without any good deeds but with the bad deeds of others thrown on top of 



1 Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 28, p. 146. 

2 Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 1 8, p. 1 69. 

3 Ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 3, p. 142. Ibn Uthaimeen also includes under this category 
organ transplants from deceased Muslims. He says that such is not allowed even if the deceased 
left a will allowing it. He argues that such a will is not valid because the act itself is forbidden 
and a kind of dhulm against his body. For this author's conclusion on that question, see Jamaal 
Zarabozo, "Organ and Blood Donation," al-Jumuah (Vol. 8, Issue 10, Shawaal 1417 A.H.) p. 1 8. 

4 Ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 3, p. 145. 
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him. He should also earnestly beseech Allah's help since Allah can redress 
his wrong to others by compensating them on his behalf. 1 

• If a person commits any form of dhulm toward another, for example, 
backbiting or lying about the other, and the other person was not aware of 
that act, what should the sinner do to repent? Some say that he must inform 
the person he harmed and ask for his forgiveness. The majority say that he 
does not need to do that. Instead, the sinner should act on behalf of the one 
he harmed by praying for him, asking Allah to forgive him and performing 
good deeds with the intention that the reward will go to the one he 
wronged. 2 If a person backbit someone else, he should try to make amends 
by saying good things about the person and remove the harm that he may 
have created. 

• One of the great forms of dhulm that often exists in society is for people to 
be treated differently due to wealth, status or class. The Prophet (peace be 
upon him) mentioned this type of dhulm and its result when he said, 

"The people who came before you were destroyed because when a noble 
among them stole, they would leave him. But if a weak person among them 
stole, they would inflict the punishment upon him. By the One in whose 
hand is my soul, I would certainly cut the hand of Faatimah ibn 
Muhammad off if she were to steal." (Recorded by Muslim.) 

• If a person is guided to Islam, he should realize that this is a great blessing 
from Allah. He should then be thankful and grateful to Allah for that 
blessing — and he should never be ungrateful. When he responds in that 
proper fashion, Allah will increase His blessings upon him. Allah states, 

JbJiiJ 

"And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed: If you give thanks, I will 
give you more [of My blessings]. But if you are thankless, verily, My 
punishment is indeed severe" (Ibraaheem 7). 3 



1 Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 1 8, p. 1 87. 

2 Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 1 8, p. 1 87. 

3 Cf., ibn Daqeeq al-Eid, Shark, p. 65; al-Haitami, Fath, p. 194. 
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Ibn Daqeeq al-Eid and al-Haitami point out that part of the wisdom 
underlying having a person ask for guidance is that if guidance were 
bestowed upon him before his asking, he may believe that it is simply due 
to some knowledge he possesses. However, making him ask for guidance 
establishes the correct relationship between the servant and his Lord. 1 
Believers should call others to the path of Allah. However, they must 
realize that guidance is not in their hands. Only Allah can place faith in the 
hearts of humans. Therefore, when someone embraces Islam at the hand of 
a Muslim, that Muslim must realize that it was not his work that brought 
the other to Islam. He cannot remind the other person of how he brought 
him to Islam. It was, in fact, Allah who gave the other person guidance and 
not the Muslim himself. 2 

According to ibn Rajab, this hadith is evidence that Allah loves to be asked 
for all of the needs of human beings, both of this world and the Hereafter. 
He points out of that some of the early pious Muslims would ask Allah for 
all of their needs, including salt for their dough and fodder for their sheep. 3 
A person's faith is not complete until He relies upon Allah for his guidance 
as well as his worldly needs. If he relies on anyone other than Allah for any 
of these matters, his faith is lacking and incorrect. 4 

This hadith demonstrates the importance of supplication and how beloved 
it is to Allah. 

Every human should think about how weak a creature he truly is. He 
cannot bring about his own guidance. He cannot bring about his own food, 
drink and clothing. Only if Allah wills these things for him will he ever be 
able to achieve them. He is completely dependent upon Allah and 
completely weak on his own. When humans consider this fact, they should 
become humbled. They should lose all the pride and arrogance that many 
of them display in this world. Instead, they should turn to Allah as true 
slaves realizing that they have no power or might except by the will and 
mercy of Allah. They should submit to Him with complete humility and 
servitude. 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) was the best example when it came to 
seeking forgiveness from Allah. In a hadith in Sahih al-Bukhari, he is 
recorded to have said that he seeks Allah's forgiveness and repents to Him 
more than seventy times a day. 

This hadith also provides evidence that the root of taqwa or of evil is the 
heart. If the heart is sound, the actions will be sound. If the heart is not 
sound, the actions will not be sound. 



1 Ibn Daqeeq al-Eid, Sharh, p. 66; al-Haitami, Fath, p. 195. 

2 Cf., Taataay, p. 196. 

3 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, pp. 38-39. 

4 Taataay, p. 185. 
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• At the end of the hadith, Allah states that one must praise Allah if he finds 
"good" and must only blame himself if he finds "other than that". Allah did 
not mention the word "evil", for example, explicitly. Al-Haitami states that 
this might be meant to show how one should express evil things. Instead of 
stating them explicitly, the best speech is to make a reference to them that 
would be understood without having to mention them explicitly. He also 
states that if it is improper just to mention the evil, then how wrong must it 
be to actually perform the evil. 1 

Summary of the Hadith 

• Allah has decreed for Himself that He will not commit any form of 
wrongdoing or injustice. 

• Allah has also prohibited all forms of dhulm or wrongdoing for His slaves. 

• All of mankind is lost and astray except for those whom Allah has guided. 
Hence, one must rum to Allah and Allah alone for guidance. Allah will 
guide those who sincerely turn to Him for guidance. 

• All of mankind is hungry and naked save for those whom Allah feeds and 
clothes. Hence, everyone must turn to Allah for their sustenance and 
provisions as He is the only One who can grant such. 

• Mankind constantly sins against its Lord. They are, therefore, in need of 
forgiveness. The only One who can offer forgiveness is Allah. If humans 
sincerely repent and turn to Allah for forgiveness, Allah will forgive them. 

• Mankind cannot help or harm Allah in any way. Allah is Self-Sufficient 
and free of any wants. No matter how pious or evil humans are, they do not 
increase or decrease Allah's dominion in any way. 

• Allah's dominion is so great that He could give all of the creation all that it 
could possibly ask for and yet that would not decrease Allah's dominion in 
the least. 

• Allah is recording and preserving all of the deeds of mankind. Allah does 
no injustice whatsoever. All deeds will be presented exactly on the Day of 
Resurrection and everyone will be fully and fairly recompensed for them. 

• If the end result of one's deeds is good, the person should praise and thank 
Allah for guiding him and helping him perform the good deeds. 

• If the end result of one's deeds is evil, the person has no one to blame but 
himself. Allah is not wronging him in the least, but his own deeds and his 
own choice of remaining astray are what led him to his final resting place. 



1 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 199. Cf., Taataay, p. 192. 
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Hadith #25 
Acts of Charity 

u; (JL) Jii ijfti ,JLj a* Jji 

Also on the authority of Abu Dharr (may Allah be pleased 
with him): Some of the Companions of the Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said to 
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), "O 
Messenger of Allah, the affluent have made off with the 
rewards. They pray like we pray, fast like we fast and they 
also give in charity from their extra wealth." He [the 
Prophet (peace be upon him)] said, "Has not Allah made 
things for you to do in charity? Verily, every tasbeehah is a 
charitable act, every takbeerah is a charitable act, every 
tahmeedah is a charitable act, every tahleelah is a 
charitable act, ordering good is a charitable act, forbidding 
evil is a charitable act, and you having sexual intercourse 
[with your wife) is a charitable act." They said, "O 



795 



Commentary on the Forty Hadith of al-Nawawi 

Messenger of Allah, when one of us fulfills his desire, he 
will have a reward for that?" He said, "Tell me, if he were 
to fulfill it unlawfully, would he bear that sin? Similarly, if 
he fulfills it lawfully, he will have a reward." 
Recorded by Muslim. 



Selected Vocabulary 
jjjJI . This is the plural of j^; it means lots of wealth. 

j^-Vl - This is the plural of it means reward, wages. It refers to what one may 
receive in either this life or the Hereafter. It is used only for a reward that is 
beneficial and not harmful, as opposed to the word which means 

"recompense" whether good or bad. 1 

u J^i - "they pray" 

^ . "as, like" 

- "we pray" 

J^ia - "excess, superfluous, extra" 

f*JI>>l - "their wealth," the f» at the end gives the meaning, "their" 

- the saying of, "Subhaanallaah" 

- the saying of, "Allaahu akbar (Allah is greatest)" 

soiAaJ - the saying of, "al-Hamdulillaah (All praise is due to Allah)" 

- the saying of, "La ilaaha illa-llaah (There is none worthy of worship except 
Allah)" 

- "charity, act of charity" 

£^*> - this could stand either for the private part of the woman or the actual act of 

sexual intercourse 
^-M- 1 - "his desire" 



Takhreej 

This hadith is authentic. It was recorded by Muslim, al-Bukhari in cd- 
Adab al-Mufrad, Abu Dawood, Ahmad, ibn Hibbaan, al-Baihaqi and ibn 
Khuzaima. It is also recorded by Ahmad, al-Baihaqi in al-Adaab and al-Nasaai 
in Ashrat al-Nisaa with a different chain from Abu Dharr. 2 

Muslim records a similar hadith on the authority of Abu Huraira. That 
hadith states: 



1 Al-Mudaabaghi, p. 203. 

2 Ibn Muhammad, pp. 158-159. 
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frlliJ 4jJj 4JJI Jli* dJJj jU^J LS^ <J 

"The poor of the Emigrants went to the Prophet (peace be upon him) and said, 
'The people of wealth have taken all of the highest ranks and blessed places.' 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, 'How is that?' They said, 'They pray 
like we pray and they fast like we fast, but they give charity and we do not give 
charity and they free slaves but we do not free slaves.' The Prophet (peace be 
upon him) told them, 'Shall I not teach something by which you will reach 
those who surpassed you and surpass those after you and no one will be 
superior to you except the one who does similar to what you do?' They said, 
'Certainly, 0 Messenger of Allah.' He told them, 'Say, subhaanallah, allaahu 
akbar and al-hamdulillaah thirty three times after every prayer.'" Abu Saalih, 
the subnarrator said, "The poor Emigrants returned to the Messenger of Allah 
and said, 'Our brothers of wealth have heard about what we do and they do the 
same.' Then the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) stated, 'That is 
Allah's grace that He bestows upon whomsoever He wills.'" 1 Most likely, this 
was another similar incident that took place during the time of the Prophet 
(peace be upon him). 



General Comments About the Hadith 

This hadith is important because it indicates the different types of 
charity that exist and shows that there are various and many types of good 
deeds available to every Muslim. It also shows that the good deeds are not 
simply the ritual acts of worship that are performed by all. Instead, there are 
numerous good deeds that are available to the one who seeks them. 2 



About the Narrator: Abu Dharr 
Abu Dharr was discussed under Hadith Number 1 8. 



1 Ibn Rajab (vol. 2, p. 57), al-Hilaali (Eeqaadh, p. 355) and al-Arnaoot and Baajis (vol. 2, p. 57) 
state this hadith is also in al-Bukhari. Al-Bukhari has virtually the same narration but without the 
important last portion in which the Prophet (peace be upon him) explains to them that such is 
Allah's grace that He bestows upon whom He wills. It would have been beneficial had these 
authors pointed out that important difference in the text of al-Bukhari. 

2 Cf., al-Nawawi, Sharh Matn, p. 107. 
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"Some of the Companions of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of 

Allah be upon him) said..." 

This hadith is one of the many examples that demonstrate how eager 
the Companions were to perform acts that were pleasing to Allah. The poorer 
Companions did not display any jealousy toward their richer comrades with 
respect to this world. They did not complain that the richer Companions had 
nicer clothing, nicer camels or nicer housing. That was not their concern. Their 
concern was only that the richer Companions, due to their wealth, were able to 
perform many deeds that they were not able to perform. They heard the verses 
of the Quran and they knew the great importance of giving in charity for the 
sake of Allah. This is what made them sad. They feared that they were possibly 
not able to please Allah as much as the richer Companions were able to. 

In the Quran, Allah gives another glaring example of how sad the 
poorer Companions were when they could not do something for the sake of 
Allah. The example in the Quran is that of jihad — going out and sacrificing 
one's life and wealth for the sake of Allah. The poorer Companions were very 
sad that they did not have the means to make jihad for Allah's sake. Note how 
Allah describes their situation: 



"There is no blame on those who are weak or ill or who find no resources to 
spend [in jihad], if they are sincere and true to Allah and His Messenger. No 
ground can there be against the doers of good. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful. Nor [is there blame] on those who came to you to be provided 
with mounts, when you said, 'I can find no mounts for you,' they turned back, 
while their eyes overflowing with tears of grief that they could not find 
anything to spend [for jihad]" {al-Tauba 91-92). 

This is the area in which believers compete. They do not compete for 
material things. That is not their purpose or goal in life. The Hereafter is their 
concern and not the petty things of this world. Instead of competing with each 
other for the things of this world, they race with each other for the sake of 
pleasing Allah more and entering Paradise. This is the true "healthy 
competition" that will benefit everyone. Allah says, 
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"Verily, the pious will be in delight [Paradise], on thrones, looking [at all 
things] . You will recognize in their faces the brightness of delight. They will be 
given to drink of pure sealed wine. The last thereof will be the smell of musk. 
And for this let [all] those who strive who want to strive" {al-Mutaffifeen 22- 
26). 

Ibn Rajab wrote, 

When the Companions heard Allah's words, "So hasten toward 
all that is good" [al-Baqara 148 and,] "And march forth 
quickly in the way to forgiveness from your Lord, and for 
Paradise as wide as the heavens and earth" [ali-Imraan 134], 
they understood from it that it meant that each one of them 
should strive to be first [in doing good] before the others for 
that noble place and for that lofty rank. If one of them saw 
someone else doing something he was not capable of, he feared 
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In fact, the path of knowledge — when that knowledge is truly 
applied — is the only path that leads directly to Allah. It is the path of Allah's 
revelation, of the knowledge that He revealed to His messengers. In this life, it 
guides the person out of the darkness of ignorance and confusion. In fact, for 
this reason, the Book of Allah has been called "light," because it leads out of 
darkness into light. Allah says, 



"Indeed, there has come to you from Allah a light and a plain Book wherewith 
Allah guides all those who seek His Good Pleasure to ways of peace, and He 
brings them out of darkness by His Will unto light and guides them to the 
Straight Way" (al-Maaidah 15-16). 



1 Ibid. 

2 Cf., Sultaan, p. 317. 
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Hence, the one who seeks knowledge is following the best and easiest 
path to Allah. Therefore, the path to Paradise will be made easy for him in both 
this life and the Hereafter. 

Actually, there is no way for a person to know what the path to 
Paradise is except through knowledge. What is meant here by "knowledge," 
again, is that knowledge which is contained in the books Allah revealed and 
which His messengers taught mankind. If a person is ignorant of that 
knowledge, he, in reality, has no knowledge of the path to Allah or the path to 
Paradise. 

The reason true knowledge should lead one to Paradise is that true 
knowledge increases one's knowledge of Allah. This knowledge leads to love 
of Allah as well as fear and hope in Allah. 1 It leads one to act in ways that are 
pleasing to Allah. In fact, Allah has said about the people who have that true 
knowledge, 



"It is only those who have knowledge among His slaves who fear Allah" 
(Faatir 28). 

The Concept of Seeking Knowledge 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, 



"For whoever Allah desires good, He gives him understanding of the religion. 
And, verily, knowledge comes through learning." 2 The Prophet (peace be upon 
him) also said, 



"Seeking knowledge is an obligation upon every Muslim." 3 In the hadith under 
discussion here, the Prophet (peace be upon him) stated, 



It is said that knowledge is of two types: knowledge of the tongue and knowledge of the heart. 
The knowledge of the tongue is that knowledge which the person knows and can read out to 
anyone but it does not have any real effect on his actions. The knowledge that has the real effect 
is the knowledge of the heart, by which one fears Allah, loves Allah and puts his hope in Allah. 
The knowledge of the tongue is a proof against the person on the Day of Judgment while the 
knowledge of the heart is a proof for the person on the Day of Judgment. 

2 Recorded by al-Bukhari in mualaq form. 

3 Recorded by al-Baihaqi and numerous others. According to al-Albaani, it is sahih. See al- 
Albaani, Saheeh al-Jaami, vol. 2, p. 727. Knowledge is of two types: knowledge which is 
obligatory upon every individual and knowledge which is obligatory upon the community as a 
whole. Concerning the first type, every Muslim must know what to believe in (in general), how to 
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" Whoever follows a path in order to seek knowledge by it. . . " 

When one studies these hadith and others similar to them, one 
important conclusion is clear: Knowledge does not come to a person without 
effort. The person must seek that knowledge. In reality, therefore, he must 
sacrifice something in order to gain that knowledge. Usually, he must sacrifice 
his time and, often times, he must sacrifice some of his wealth in order to attain 
that knowledge. When he does that, then Allah makes it easy upon him to attain 
that knowledge and follow it to Paradise. 

The most knowledgeable Muslims of all time were the Companions of 
the Prophet (peace be upon him). They set the example of what it means to 
strive and sacrifice for the sake of knowledge. 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) made a special supplication for ibn 
Abbaas, that Allah grant him knowledge and understanding of the Quran. Yet 
by what means did ibn Abbaas attain that knowledge? Was it through sacrifice 
and valuing knowledge or was it by him expecting that knowledge would come 
to him? He would sit outside of the doors of the older Companions waiting for 
them to come out of their houses, putting up with the heat and the hot wind. 
His purpose was to ask them about hadith of the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
which they knew better than him, because they were older during the time of 
the Prophet (peace be upon him). When they would come out to him, they 
would say, "Why didn't you send someone for us?" He would reply, "No, it is 
more proper that I come to you." 1 

Another example is Abu Huraira. The Prophet (peace be upon him) 
made a supplication that Abu Huraira acted upon. That supplication meant that 
he would not forget any hadith of the Prophet (peace be upon him) afterwards. 
However, it is recorded of Abu Huraira that he would divide the night into 
three portions. One portion was for sleep, one for prayer and the other for 
studying hadith. 2 

Imam al-Bukhari recorded in his Sahih that Jaabir ibn Abdullah 
traveled for one month to get a single hadith from Abdullah ibn Unais. In a 
version recorded by al-Tabaraani, it states that Jaabir said, "I used to hear a 
hadith on the authority of the Prophet about retribution and the one who 



pray, how to fast and so forth. Everyone has to know these things because everyone has to 
perform these acts. It is required for a Muslim to seek this type of knowledge. If he has the ability 
to do so but he does not do so, he is sinful. Knowledge which is obligatory upon the community 
as a whole would include more detailed knowledge concerning those matters which not everyone 
is required to know as well as knowledge of matters that do not concern every individual in the 
community. Cf, al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 299. 

' Cf., Mohammad Mustafa Azami, Studies in Early Hadith Literature (Indianapolis: American 
Trust Publications, 1978), p. 40. 

2 Muhammad Ijaaj al-Khateeb, Abu Hurairah: Raawiyah al-lslaam (Maktabah Wahbah, 1982), 
p. 126. 
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narrated that hadith [directly from the Prophet] was in Egypt, so I bought a 
camel and traveled to Egypt. . ."' 

The Companion Abu Ayyoob traveled all the way to Egypt to ask Uqba 
ibn Amr about one hadith. He told Uqba that only he and Uqba were left who 
had heard that particular hadith directly from the Prophet (peace be upon him). 
After hearing the hadith his business was completed in Egypt and he returned 
to Madinah. 2 

Furthermore, the Follower Yahya ibn Abu Katheer said, "Knowledge 
is not acquired with laziness." (Recorded by Muslim.) 

Unfortunately, nowadays, too many people want knowledge to be 
served to them on a silver platter. They want everything according to what is 
convenient and easy for them. They are not very much willing to sacrifice in 
order to attain that knowledge. If there is going to be a lecture, it has to be at a 
time and place convenient for the person otherwise he will not attend. Many 
times, people will not even give up their time for shopping in order to benefit 
from a visiting speaker's lecture. If there is a book for sale on Islam, they will 
only buy it if it is cheap — much cheaper than any other book that they could 
purchase today, either on computers, cooking or whatever. Is it any wonder, 
with this kind of attitude, that the number of scholars and the number of people 
who have a relatively deep knowledge of Islam are very few today? This 
knowledge is something very precious. It will lead a person to great heights in 
Paradise, Allah willing. Therefore, no one should expect to get it without a 
corresponding willingness to sacrifice and strive for it. 

"No people gather together in a house of the houses of Allah, reciting the 
Book of Allah and studying it among themselves..." 

After mentioning the importance of seeking knowledge, the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) mentioned one of the greatest means by which knowledge 
is attained: the reading and study of the Quran. This also implies that if one 
seriously reads and studies the Quran, the path to Paradise will be made easy 
for him. 

This hadith demonstrates the great blessings that come about through 
the reading and study of the Quran. Indeed, in another hadith, the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) stated, 



f 5 je* 



Ibn Hajr says that this version has a good chain. See ibn Hajr, Fath al-Bari, (Dar al-Ifta), vol. 
l.p.174. 

Al-Khateeb al-Baghdaadi, Al-Rihlah fi Talab al-Hadeeth (Beirut: Daar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyah, 
1975), p. 118-120. 
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"The best of you is one who learns the Quran and teaches it." (Recorded by al- 
Bukhari.) 

The purpose of the Quran is not simply its recitation. The purpose of 
reading it is to ponder over its meaning and to understand it. Allah has said, 

"[This is] a Book that We have revealed to you, full of blessings, that they may 
ponder over its verses and that men of understanding may remember" (Saad 
29). 

However, the purpose of understanding it is to apply it. As was noted 
earlier, the Quran is either a proof for a person or a proof against a person. 
When a person understands it and applies it, it takes him along the path to 
Paradise. 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) stated, "No people." The way that he 
said it, in the indefinite, implies that the blessings mentioned here accrue to any 
people who do this act. They do not have to be scholars or pious people or 
whatever. Any group of people who come together and do this act will receive 
these blessings, as long as their intention is sincere for the sake of Allah. 1 

Reading the Quran is the Best form of Z?Mr("Remembrance of Allah") 

There are numerous verses of the Quran and hadith of the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) demonstrating the importance of dhikr or making 
remembrance of Allah. For example, Allah has said, 

"Recite what has been revealed to you of the Book and establish the prayers. 
Verily, the prayer prevents one from great sins and evil deeds. And the 
remembering of Allah is indeed greater. And Allah knows what you do" (al- 
Ankaboot 45). The remembrance of Allah should have a great effect on a 
person, as it should drive him to worship and obey Allah. 

However, in applying those verses and hadith concerning the virtues of 
dhikr, some people seem to forget that the best form of dhikr is the reciting of 
the Book of Allah. Allah has said, 

"And We have not taught him [the Prophet (peace be upon him)] poetry, nor is 
it suitable for him. This is only a reminder (dhikr) and a plain Quran" (Yaseen 
69). Allah also says, 

1 Cf., ibn Daqeeq al-Eid, Sharh, p. 95. 
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^JJ-a ^LUj ^ulj |p ^_fi ijla 

"This is a reminder (dhikr). And verily for the pious is a good final return" 
(Saad 49). 

How and Where to Study the Quran 

In this hadith, there is a particular reference to gathering together to 
read and "study" the Quran in one of the houses of Allah. 

According to al-Teebi, the Prophet (peace be upon him) explicitly said, 
"houses of Allah," instead of "mosque" so that all of the places that have been 
built with the intention of pleasing Allah and spreading His religion would be 
included in the reward mentioned in this hadith. In other words, it is also 
inclusive of the Quran schools and other places which are not mosques but 
were built with the intention that people would come there to study and read 
the Quran. 1 

Others say that the Prophet (peace be upon him) did not intend to 
imply anything by his specific mention of "the houses of Allah." The houses of 
Allah were mentioned by the Prophet (peace be upon him) because, in general, 
those are the places in which the Quran is read and studied. However, this does 
not mean that the reward mentioned by the Prophet (peace be upon him) just 
applies to those houses. Instead, it applies to any place in which people gather 
together to read and study the Quran. 2 

In this hadith, the Prophet (peace be upon him) also explicitly 
mentioned the gathering together to recite and study the Quran. According to 
the majority of the scholars, to study the Quran in a group in the mosque itself 
is a preferred way of studying the Quran. 3 

However, it is narrated that Imam Malik disapproved of such an act. 
But his followers have interpreted his statement as referring to a specific type 
of group study, where the group as a whole recites the Quran together 
simultaneously. In this way, the teacher cannot tell whether or not they are all 
properly reciting it as he may not be able to hear some of the voices very well. 
This was not the practice of the early scholars. Instead, everyone should read a 
portion of the Quran, one at a time in a clear and comprehensible fashion. 4 

According to Taataay, the proper fashion to study the Quran which this 
hadith is referring to is the manner in which the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
learned the Quran from the angel Gabriel. This is where the teacher first recites 
the Quran to the student and then the student repeats what the teacher has 
recited. This is Taataay 's interpretation of the hadith of ibn Abbaas recorded 



1 Al-Teebi, vol. 2, p. 665. 

2 Cf, al-Haitami, Fath, p. 259. 

3 Cf., al-Nawawi, Sharh Saheeh, vol. 1 7, p. 21. 

4 This topic i s discussed in detail by Taataay, pp. 332-333. 
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by al-Bukhari and Muslim in which he stated that during every Ramadhan, the 
angel Gabriel would "study" (-^j 1 -^) the Quran with the Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him). 1 However, that is not what the hadith of ibn Abbaas 
explicitly states. Therefore, it is difficult to be definitive with respect to that 
conclusion. 

Al-Teebi says that the word translated here as, "study," includes all of 
the aspects by which one understands the Quran. This includes the learning and 
teaching of the Quran itself. It also includes the study of the commentary and 
explanation of the meaning of the verses. 2 

Al-Teebi 's interpretation seems to be feasible. In this hadith, the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) mentioned both the reading of the Quran and its 
study. There must be some difference between the two facets. The first aspect 
is the actual reciting of the words of the Quran, which is a must. The second 
aspect is the effort to understand what those words mean and how one must 
apply them in one's life. 

The Results of Reading and Studying the Quran 

This hadith mentions, implicitly or explicitly, the five very important 
results that accrue from reading the Quran: 

(1) Reading and studying the Quran is a path to gaining knowledge. 
Therefore, when a group of Muslims read and study the Quran, Allah will 
make the path to Paradise easy for them. 

(2) When people read and study the Quran, tranquillity is descended 
upon them. 3 In a hadith in both Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim, it is 
recorded that a Companion was reciting Surah al-Kahf when clouds 
surrounded him and continued coming closer and closer to him. His horse was 
becoming fearful at the sight. In the morning, he mentioned that to the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) and he said, 

jly&f °cJ"y3 iLCjl ilL" 

"That is the tranquillity that descends with the Quran." 

This is a special feeling of calm and peace when a person remembers 
Allah or recites the Quran. The heart becomes at rest and peace with itself. In 
fact, this is the only real way for the heart to become truly full of peace and 
tranquillity. Allah says in the Quran, 



1 Taataay, p. 349. 

2 Al-Teebi, vol. 1 , p. 665. 

3 Qaadhi Iyaadh understood this as referring to "mercy". However, most commentators refute this 
idea because mercy is mentioned in the following phrase of this hadith. See al-Nawawi, Sharh 
Saheeh, vol. 17, p. 21. 
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"Those who believed and whose hears find rest and tranquillity in the 
remembrance of Allah: verily, it is in the remembrance of Allah that hearts do 
find rest and tranquillity" {al-Rad 28). 

(3) When reading and studying the Quran, the Muslims are covered 
with mercy. The meaning of this phrase is that they are literally covered and 
completely enveloped by Allah's mercy. The reading and study of the Quran is 
an act of piety. And Allah has said in the Quran, 

"Verily, the mercy of Allah is close to the pious doers of good" (al-Araaf 56). 

(4) The angels surround those who read and study the Quran. Al- 
Haitami states that the angels of mercy and blessings surround them and cover 
the spaces between them and the lowest heaven, as is mentioned in some other 
hadith. They do this to listen to the words of remembrance and to invoke 
blessings upon those who are remembering Allah. They protect those people 
from any form of evil. They also do not leave any opening for the Satan to 
enter. 1 

(5) Allah mentions those who read and study the Quran to those in His 
presence. Al-Sindi wrote that the One making the mention is the greatest One 
and He is mentioning them to a very great creation, the noble angels. If this 
were the only honor bestowed upon those who remember Allah, this would be 
sufficient for them. 2 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, 

* ? f ■* 

"Allah has said, T am as My servant expects of Me. I am with him when he 
mentions [or remembers] Me. If he remembers Me to himself, I mention him to 
Myself. If he mentions me to a gathering, I mention him to a gathering that is 
better than his." (Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.) Allah has also said, 

> OS % » ^ 

"Therefore, remember Me, I will remember you" {al-Baqara 152). Allah's 
mentioning of a slave is in reference to His mentioning that slave and praising 
him in the presence of the angels that are with Allah. 3 



1 Cf., ibn Daqeeq al-Eid, Sharh, p. 95; Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 260. 

2 Al-Sindi, Sharh al-Arbaeen, pp. 110-111. 

3 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 307. 
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These last four results of reading and studying the Quran actually 
occur with respect to every form of dhikr or remembrance of Allah. The 
Prophet (peace be upon him) stated, 



"No people sit together remembering Allah except that the angels surround 
them, mercy covers them, tranquillity descends upon them and Allah mentions 
them to those in His presence." (Recorded by Muslim.) 



"Whoever is slowed by his deeds will not be hastened forward by his 

lineage." 

All of mankind comes from the same source. Allah says, 

SOs-'j Lj —iu j^^Sli^ ^AH j^Ssjj |j_U! ( _ r -Ull Lfjtj 

"O mankind, fear your Lord who created you from one soul and created from it 
its mate and from them spread forth many men and women" (al-Nisaa 1). All 
people share this common lineage. And they have all been created for the same 
purpose and they are all expected to heed the guidance that has come from 
Allah. 

In reality, there is nothing naturally or inborn that separates one human 
being from another. There is no difference, other than superficial ones, 
between a white man and a black man, an Arab or a non-Arab. The only thing 
that is going to distinguish them is their taqwa that is in their hearts and which 
is manifested in their deeds. Allah has said, 




"O mankind, We have created you from a male and female and We have made 
you into nations and tribes, so that you may recognize one another. Verily, the 
most honorable of you with Allah is he who has the most taqwa. Verily, Allah 
is All-Knowing, All- Aware" {al-Hujuraat 1 3). 

Furthermore, all humans will stand in front of Allah by themselves and 
alone. At that time, all of the worldly blood ties and relations will be forgotten 
and will mean nothing. Everyone will just care about themselves and be 
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worried about themselves. They will not be coming to the aid of others. Allah 
describes that day in the following words: 

"Then, when the Trumpet is blown, there will be no kinship among them that 
Day, nor will they ask [about one another]" (al-Muminoon 101). 

The only helpful factor for the person on that day will be the good 
deeds that he performed in this life. 1 Allah says, 




"For all there will be ranks according to what they did. And your Lord is not 
unaware of what they do" (al-Anaam 1 32). 

If a person himself did not work for Paradise, then he is not going to be 
blessed with Paradise due to what others have done, no matter how close their 
blood relationship may be. Allah has said, 

"Man can have nothing but what he strives for" (al-Najm 39). 

If the deeds are not there, one's lineage is not going to help the person 
whatsoever. This is true for the noblest lineage of mankind. In fact, when Allah 
revealed the verse, 

"And warn your tribe of near kindred [O Muhammad]" (al-Shuaraa 214), the 
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) went to the top of the hillock of Safa 
and said, 



0 £ o *o * ( ^ ( °£o**oi*o o * o 

l js\ *y »_il£«jlp ^ Ij aUI j^SsIi- ^s-\ ^ ^Isjdl I jJl$\ <J-iJ Ij 

'i * *o, * 9 i * *° os s 0 f *o * o * 

~£s- "tJjup Vjj l£i aJJI ^ iilp l js-\ ^ elk llJLP 'Jj ^jlCs- Ij' 4JJI ^ *£>oi- 

s 0 0 s & f s O * ' 'o ^ O O £ $ f 

"O gathering of Quraish! Purchase your own souls for I cannot save you from 
Allah. Oh tribe of Abd Manaaf, I cannot save you from Allah. O Abbaas ibn 
Abdul-Muttalib, I cannot save you from Allah. O Safiyyah, the aunt of the 
Messenger of Allah, I cannot save you from Allah. O Fatima daughter of 



1 Deeds without faith are of no avail. When the words "good deeds" are used, they imply a deed 
that is done with the proper faith and the proper intention of pleasing Allah. 
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Muhammad, ask of me what you will of my wealth but I cannot save you from 
Allah." (Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.) 

What then are the deeds that a person should wish to have filling his 
record of deeds since his blood relations are not going to be able to come to his 
rescue? The Prophet (peace be upon him) has already alluded to such deeds. 
The person should help his brother when he is in need, he should rescue him 
from distressful situations, he should be forgiving when his brother is in dire 
circumstances and he should conceal his brother's sins. Furthermore, he should 
strive after knowledge and he should get with others to read and study the 
Quran. These are some of the most important acts that he can perform. If he 
performs these acts sincerely for the sake of Allah, then, regardless if he were 
from the noblest or the lowest of families, Allah will be pleased with him and 
Allah will enter him into Paradise. 

Other Points Related to This Hadith 

As stated in the commentary above, the reward for an act is of a similar 
nature to the act itself. However, the mercy and grace of Allah is so great 
that the act itself cannot compare to the type of reward that Allah will give 
for it. For example, although relieving a brother's difficulty in this world is 
rewarded by Allah relieving one's own difficulty, there is no comparison 
between removing a worldly difficulty and a difficulty or hardship on the 
Day of Judgment. The latter, which is the reward for the act from Allah, is 
much greater and much more needed by the human than the former. This 
demonstrates how gracious and merciful Allah is. Every believer should 
consider and remember these facts. If he does so, this should make his 
heart softer and filled with love for Allah. 

Al-Baitaar points out that Muslim society is built upon two foundations, as 
is implied by this hadith: mutual support and knowledge. Muslims must 
help each other and relieve each others' suffering. But that must be done in 
accordance with what is correct and approved by the shareeah. Many times 
people of this world help each other but they help each other in actions that 
are not proper or which are acts of dhulm and wrongdoing. The only way to 
avoid that is by knowing what is correct and what are the proper actions to 
take. 1 

A Muslim should help all others in what is righteous and good. However, a 
Muslim should never take part in anything or support anything that is evil 
and sinful. Therefore, if a person is begging a Muslim for money with 
which he wants to buy cigarettes or alcohol, the Muslim should not help 
him or give to that cause. Even if the beggar is the person's father or 
mother, he should not give him or her anything. This is because, in reality, 



1 Al-Baitaar, p. 226. 
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he is not helping the person in anyway but he will be contributing to 
something which is an evil. 1 

A Muslim's mind is not solely on dollars and cents of this world. First, 
when it comes to giving a loan, he must do so interest-free and he should 
never be thinking later about how much interest he is losing or how much 
value his money is losing because he has followed the teachings of Islam. 
Furthermore, when it comes to his brother's debt, he should be willing to 
be flexible and even forego the debt if he finds that his brother is truly not 
able to repay it. He should be more concerned for his brother and the 
Hereafter than for a few dollars. If he takes that approach, Allah may be so 
pleased with him that He forgives his sins in the same way that he forgave 
the person's debt. 

Al-Haitami states that the phrase, "Whoever alleviates [the situation of] 
one in dire straits who cannot repay his debt, Allah will alleviate his lot in 
both this world and the Hereafter," also applies to the scholar who answers 
a religious question for a layman. This is because the layman was in dire 
straits with respect to that question and it was the scholar who relieved him 
of his difficulty. 2 

In the same way that it is not proper for a Muslim to demand his money 
back from a poor Muslim who honestly cannot afford to repay him, it is 
also a form of dhulm (wrongdoing) for a Muslim who can afford to repay 
his debt to delay in doing so. The Prophet (peace be upon him) has said, 

"The delaying of repayment by one who has the means is a form of 
dhulm." (Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.) 

"Concealing a Muslim" may be in reference to either a spiritual or physical 
concealment. If a person is in need of clothing to cover his body properly, 
it is possible that the meaning of this hadith also applies to such a case. It 
may also include concealing a "spiritual shortcoming"; for example, when 
one is having a difficulty because he is not married, one helps him get 
married and thereby conceals his shortcoming. 3 

If a person is known for his piety and religious knowledge, his writings and 
works should not be examined with a fine-tooth comb to find any mistakes 
or slips that he has made in his efforts. If he is mistaken in his ijtihaad on 
some point, this should not be made a public farce and the person should 
not be condemned due to a mistake or two. 

Especially in countries where the Islamic penalties are not invoked, if a 
person committed a crime that no one knows about (such as illegal sexual 



1 Cf., ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 5, pp. 24-25. 

2 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 255. 

3 Cf., al-Haitami, Fath, p. 256; al-Mudaabaghi, p. 256. 
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intercourse) and wishes to repent, he should repent privately between 
himself and his Lord. It is not necessary for him to go to the Muslim 
community and admit his sin to them. Instead, Allah concealed that sin and 
he should also conceal it and make a sincere repentance to Allah. 
This hadith has important implications for what can be called "Islamic 
media". It demonstrates that, in reality, there is no benefit in broadcasting 
every mistake and every crime that is committed in society. Nowadays, one 
small mistake by an otherwise good person could lead to his reputation 
being ruined forever in the media. Indeed, the constant and general 
depiction of sins and crimes could have a very negative impact as people 
begin to believe that everyone is committing sins and therefore there is 
nothing wrong if they also commit sins. Instead, the media has a heavy 
moral responsibility and obligation to present facts truthfully but within the 
light of the overall goals of Islamic society. One of these goals is to not 
broadcast the sins and mistakes of the pious people who have erred. 
Many of the commentators stressed the importance of having the proper 
intention upon seeking knowledge.' They say that although this condition 
is true for all deeds, it needs to be emphasized in the case of attaining 
knowledge because it is in this area that many people slip and do not have 
the proper intention. In fact, there is a hadith of the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) which states: 

X 

"Whoever seeks knowledge in order to compete with the scholars or to 
debate with the ignorant or to have people turn their faces to him will be 
entered by Allah into the Fire." 2 

The example of coming together, reciting, learning and studying the Quran 
was set by the noblest of messengers and the noblest of angels. Al-Bukhari 
and Muslim record that the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and 
the Angel Gabriel would meet every Ramadhan to go over and recite the 
Quran. In the last year of the Prophet's life, they went over the Quran 
twice. 

One of the ways by which Satan gets to man is by making him believe that 
the righteousness or prestige of his lineage or his family is going to save 
him from destruction in the Hereafter. In this hadith, the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) made it clear that if a person's deeds are not sufficient to get 
him to Paradise, his lineage is definitely not going to take him to Paradise. 



1 Cf ., al-Nawawi, Sharh Sahih, vol. 1 7, p. 20. 

2 Recorded by al-Tirmidhi. According to al-Albaani, it is hasan. See al-Albaani, Saheeh al- 
Jaami, vol. 2, p. 1 09 1 . 
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Al-Qaari points out that in line with what the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
said, that it is not lineage but one's deeds and taqwa that separates people, 
most of the early scholars whose names are still remembered today were 
from ex-slave families or client families to the larger, more noble tribes. 
Those people, with their non-distinctive lineage, are still remembered 
today and people pray for them when they mention their names. However, 
the people from that time who had the great and noble lineage have, for the 
most part, become something forgotten. 

Summary of the Hadith 

The reward for deeds is of the same nature as the deeds themselves. 
Therefore, if a Muslim relieves his brother of some distress, Allah will 
relieve him of some greater distress in the Hereafter. If a person alleviates a 
person's debt, Allah will alleviate a difficult situation for him. If a person 
conceals his brothers' sins, Allah will conceal his sins. Indeed, if a Muslim 
is helping his brother in any way, then Allah will be helping him as long as 
he is helping his brother. 

The path to Paradise is made easy by seeking knowledge. Through 
knowledge one can recognize that path and can have the qualities in the 
heart that will lead him to follow that path. 

Gathering together to read and study the Quran is one of the most 

important means of attaining knowledge. It is a deed that is very pleasing to 

Allah and has many resultant benefits associated with it. 

If a person's deeds are not sufficient to earn him entrance into Paradise, his 

lineage, no matter how noble, will also not be able to assist him in any 

way. 
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Hadith #37 
"Allah recorded the Good Deeds..." 
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On the authority of ibn Abbaas (may Allah be pleased with 
both of them): On the authority of the Messenger of Allah 
(may Allah's blessing and peace be upon him) from amo g 
the sayings that he related from His Lord (glorified and 
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exalted be He) is that He said, "Verily, Allah recorded the 
good deeds and the evil deeds. Then He clarified how (that 
recording should occur:) whoever decided to do a good 
deed but he did not do it, Allah records it with Him as a 
complete good deed. And if he decided to do it and actually 
did it, Allah records it with Him as ten good deeds up to 
seven hundred times up to many times over. If he decided 
to do an evil deed but he did not do it, Allah records it with 
Him as one complete good deed. If he decided to do it and 
he actually did it, Allah records it as one evil deed." 
Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim in their two Sahihs 
with that wording. 

Dear brother, may Allah guide us and you, look at Allah's 
great kindness. Ponder over the wording [of this hadith). 
His statement, "With Him," indicates Allah's great care for 
it. His statement, "complete" is for emphasis and extreme 
care for it. About the evil that one considers and then 
leaves, [He says,) "Allah records it with Him as one 
complete good deed," and He emphasizes it with, 
"complete". "If he does it, he records it as one evil deed." 
He has emphasized its insignificance by saying, "one" and 
he did not stress it by saying, "complete." And to Allah is 
all praise and graces. He is far above every imperfection. 
We cannot praise Him enough for His bounties. And all 
grace is from Allah. 

Selected Vocabulary 

- Tabaarak This is a common expression used for Allah; it implies, "hallowed 
and pure is He, blessed is He, highly exalted, greatly magnified be He," and so 
forth. The word baraka (*$>j>) implies a great deal of good. 1 This and the 
following expression may only be used for Allah and may not be used for 
anyone else. 2 

- This is also a common word used for Allah; it implies, "lofty, exalted, 
extolled and elevated be He; exalted is He above any shortcoming or fault". 

cjU^aJI . "the good deeds" 

CjliUI - "the evil deeds" 

dk - "he explained, he made clear" 

f» - "considered," see the discussion below 

jJs - "and not, then not," the <-* is for "then" while the ^ is a negation for 
something in the past 



1 Cf., Abdullah al-Ghunaimaan, Sharh Kitaab al-Tauheed min Sahih al-Bukhari (Damanhoor: 
Maktaba al-Leenah, 1988), vol. 2, p. 331. 

2 Cf., al-Mudaabaghi, p. 262. 
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- "he does it" 

- "recorded it" 
•Jje - "with him" 

- "complete" 
jt*- - "ten" 

iiL«»j^ . "seven hundred" 
^-i*^* - "times" 
s^lj -"one" 

Takhreej 

This hadith was recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, Ahmad, al- 
Tabaraani, al-Daarimi and others on the authority of ibn Abbaas. 

This hadith has also been narrated from a number of other 
Companions, including Abu Huraira, Abu Saeed al-Khudri, Abu Dharr, Maalik 
ibn Sasaah and Anas ibn Maalik. In particular, the hadith from Abu Huraira is 
also recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim and Ahmad. Al-Bukhari and Muslim also 
recorded the similar hadith of Maalik ibn Sasaah. 1 

In the ending of a narration in Sahih Muslim, there are the additional 

words, 

"Allah obliterates [that evil]. And Allah does not put anyone to destruction 
except the one who is to be destroyed." 

General Comments About the Hadith 

This hadith demonstrates both the great justice as well as the great 
grace of Allah. No one is wronged by Allah in any way. If a person does an 
evil, it is considered one evil. If a person does a good deed, it is rewarded 
handsomely by Allah. A believer should think about hadith of this nature. This 
information makes the person realize that Allah is truly the Compassionate, the 
Merciful. The response from the believer should be full devotion and love for 
his Merciful Creator. 

About the Narrator: ibn Abbaas 
Ibn Abbaas was discussed in the commentary to Hadith Number 1 9. 



1 Cf., ibn Muhammad, pp. 206-209. 
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On the authority of ibn Abbaas: On the authority of the Messenger of Allah 
(may Allah's blessing and peace be upon him) 

Ibn Hajr notes that he knows of no narration in which it is explicitly 
stated that ibn Abbaas heard this hadith directly from the Prophet (peace be 
upon him).' When the Prophet (peace be upon him) died, ibn Abbaas was still 
quite young. Therefore, many of the hadith that he narrated, he had actually 
heard from the older Companions and not directly from the Prophet (peace be 
upon him). At that time, though, it was not considered necessary to mention the 
link between the Companion who narrated the hadith, having heard it from 
another Companion, and the Prophet (peace be upon him). This method of 
passing on hadith, where the Companion did not mention his source and he did 
not hear the words directly from the Prophet (peace be upon him), is known as 
the mursal of the Companions. 

This is a type of mursal hadith that is universally accepted by the 
hadith scholars. 2 When a Companion like ibn Abbaas used the term, "On the 
authority of the Prophet (peace be upon him)," he most likely heard this quote 
from either the Prophet (peace be upon him) himself or from another 
Companion. Note that in either case the validity of the hadith will not be 
affected given the fact that all Companions are considered trustworthy and 
people of integrity. Therefore, this type of hadith is accepted and is considered 
valid for proof. 

In general, the Companions only narrated from other Companions or 
the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) himself. It is true that some 
Companions did narrate hadith from Followers on the authority of other 
Companions. But they usually only narrated sayings of other Companions or 
Followers or stories of the Tribes of Israel from the Followers. Furthermore, 
when they related the hadith from the Followers, they many times probably 
would mention that fact. Plus, the Companions were very careful about 
accepting reports from narrators who may not be completely trustworthy. 

Ibn Abbaas himself was quoted as saying that they would take hadith 
only from people they knew. Furthermore, Ibn Hajr stated that he collected the 
reports of the Companions from the Followers from another Companion and he 
found none of the Followers that they quoted from to be weak. Al-Iraqi stated 
that there are only twenty known hadith of Companions from Followers from 
other Companions. 4 



1 Ibn Hajr, Fath, vol. 13, p. 121. 

2 Abu Ishaq al-Isfraaeeni is one scholar who argued that this type of hadith should be considered 
the same as any other mursal hadith but this is generally regarded as a weak opinion. 

3 Ibn Hajr, al-Nukat, vol. 2, p. 570. Ibn Hajr has compiled a book containing the known hadith 
wherein a Companion narrated from a Follower. The work is published as Ahmad ibn Hajr, 
Nuzhat al-Saamieen fi Riwaayah al-Sahaabah an al-Tabieen (al-Thuqbah, Saudi Arabia: Daar 
al-Hijrah, 1995). 

4 Quoted in Khaldoon al-Ahdab, Asbaab Ikhtilaaf al-Muhaditheen (Jeddah: al-Daar al-Saudiyah, 
1985), vol. 1, p. 223. 
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From among the sayings that he related from His Lord (glorified and exalted 

be He) 

This is a qudsi hadith. The second in this collection. A discussion of 
the concept of qudsi hadith may be found in the commentary to Hadith Number 
24. 

Some of the other narrations of this hadith are much more explicit in 
their quoting hadith of this nature as a narration from Allah. For example, one 
of the narrations from Abu Huraira states: 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said, "Allah has said, 'If My 
slave considers doing a sin, do not record it against him. If he acts upon it, 
record it as a sin. If he considers doing a good deed and does not do it, record it 
as a good deed. And if he actually does it, record it as ten [good deeds].'" 
(Recorded by Muslim.) 

If the words found in the hadith quoted by al-Nawawi, "Verily, Allah 
has recorded the good deeds and the evil deeds," are considered part of this 
qudsi hadith, then they are understood to mean, "Allah said, 'Verily, Allah 
has...'" However, those words could be considered a statement of the Prophet 
(peace be upon him), describing what Allah has done followed by quoting what 
Allah has said. 1 

"Verily, Allah recorded the good deeds and the evil deeds." 

Allah recorded and decreed which deeds are deserving of reward and 
which deeds are deserving of punishment. 

In some narrations of this hadith, it states that Allah is the one who 
recorded the good deeds and the evil deeds. 2 In other narrations, it states that 
the angels record the deeds at the order of Allah. This second understanding is 
a very common understanding for this hadith. It helps one understand the 
following passage: "Allah ordered that the good and bad deeds be recorded and 



1 Cf., ibn Hajr, Fath, vol. 13, p. 121. 

2 There i s nothing in Islamic beliefs that should lead one to state that it i s impossible for Allah to 
be the one who records the deeds. Allah can record them and He records them in a way that is 
befitting His divinity. Unfortunately, some writers, such as Taataay (pp. 362-364) object to such 
a concept and insist that there must be another interpretation to this hadith. On the other hand, 
Ibn Hajr {Fath, vol. 13, p. 121), for example, finds no difficulty in accepting the fact that Allah 
has recorded the deeds. 
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then Allah explained to the angels how the good and bad deeds were to be 
recorded." 

According to ibn Uthaimeen, this recording by Allah implies two 
matters: One is the recording of the good and bad deeds by Allah in the 
Preserved Tablet. This is referred to in the verse, 



"And everything small and big is written down" (al-Qamar 53). Allah recorded 
the good and bad deeds in the Preserved Tablet. This recording took place 
before any of the deeds were actually performed, according to Allah's 
knowledge of what will occur. No one has knowledge of what is recorded 
therein. 

The second recording is when the person actually performs the deeds. 
At that time, they are recorded according to Allah's justice, mercy and 
beneficence. 1 

In any case, the fact that all good and bad deeds are recorded should 
not be taken lightly. A person's deeds are recorded, the good and the bad. 
Nothing escapes Allah's knowledge, not even contemplating doing a bad or 
good deed. 

"Then He clarified how [that recording should occur:] whoever decided to 
do a good deed but he did not do it, Allah records it with Him as a complete 

good deed" 

Allah did not state what are the good deeds and the evil deeds that are 
recorded and how they are recorded. 2 The explanation for that recording is in 
the words following it: deeds have been divided into four categories (doing 
good deeds, deciding to do good deeds and then not doing them, evil deeds, 
deciding to do evil deeds and then not doing them). These categories shall be 
discussed separately below. 

Baitaar explains this passage by saying, "Allah has legislated for 
mankind that such are good deeds and such are evil deeds and then he made 
that clear to them upon the tongue of His messenger. Therefore, after this 
explanation and clarification, this matter is not hidden to anyone." 3 



1 Ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 1, p. 65. 

2 According to al-Qaari (vol. 5, p. 159), the words, "then He clarified that" might be from the 
narrator and not form part of the text of the hadith. Al-Qaari, though, does not offer any evidence 
for that speculation. Ibn Uthaimeen (Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 1, p. 65) states that the pronoun he 
refers to the Prophet (peace be upon him): "Then the Prophet (peace be upon him) explained 
that..." Al-Mudaabaghi (p. 263) also mentions that as one of the possible interpretations. Most 
commentators did not state who the "He" refers to. However, al-Aini (vol. 23, p. 79) and al- 
Munaawi (vol. 2, p. 247) explicitly state that it is in reference to Allah. 

3 Al-Baitaar, p. 236. 
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The Definition of Some Important Terms 

In order to completely understand this hadith, one must understand 
what is the meaning of hamm <>» ("considered, decided") and what is the 
difference between it and other similar terms. 

Another important relevant word is al-haajis (o^W 1 )- This is a fleeting 
thought that occurs in one's mind. It does not stay but a second. The person 
does not give the thought any consideration and it leaves the person's mind 
quickly. 1 This kind of thought can occur to anybody and its content can be 
quite evil. Satan may try to put many thoughts into a person's mind. However, 
the person is not sinful in any way with respect to this type of thought, if he 
repels it and leaves it as no more than a fleeting thought. 

The second concept is that of al-khaatir This is also a thought 

that comes to one's mind. However, in this case, the person gives the thought 
some consideration before it leaves his mind. 2 This thought can also be quite 
evil, either coming from Satan or one's soul. Once again, if the person does not 
act upon it nor give it any further consideration once it leaves him, he is not 
sinful or held responsible for that thought. 

The third notion is "the speech of the person to himself {o*& 
This goes beyond the above levels in that the person actually contemplates 
whether or not he should perform the act that he is thinking about. 3 In the 
above cases, there was no such consideration. If the act that he thought about 
was an evil act and he did not follow it through, he will not be held responsible 
for this thought that occurred to him. 

Again, by the mercy and grace of Allah, the person is not held 
responsible for any of the above types of thoughts that occur to his mind. When 
Allah revealed the verse, 

t \ * * „ e > *, f , • f - .» • , " " - t if • i ' 1"? 

* , ■*■* t 

(_}==» AMiJ f-^-i £f S->~>-*-jJ pL^-J »4 » AiJl 4j jvJN^b^-J 

» * "■ 

"To Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth, and 
whether you disclose what is in your ownselves or conceal it, Allah will call 
you to account for it. Then He forgives whom He wills and punishes whom He 
wills. And Allah is able to do all things" (al-Baqara 284), the Companions 
found this very difficult. No human can control the thoughts that comes to his 
mind. This verse implies that a person will be held responsible even for those 



1 Taataay, p. 370. 

2 Taataay, p. 370. 

3 Taataay, p. 370; al-Sadlaan, al-Niyyah, vol. 1 , p. 1 24. 
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thoughts whose appearance he did not intend and cannot repel. The 
Companions stated that they are able to pray, fast and make jihad but this was 
beyond their means. Then Allah revealed the verses correcting the above 
misunderstanding. Allah said, 



"Allah burdens not a person beyond his scope. He gets rewarded for that which 
he has earned, and he is punished for that [evil] which he has earned. 'Our 
Lord, punish us not if we forget or fall into error. Our Lord, lay not on us a 
burden like that which You did lay on those before us. Our Lord, put not on us 
a burden greater than we have strength to bear. Pardon us and grant us 
forgiveness. Have mercy on us. You are our protector. Give us victory over the 
disbelievers'" (al-Baqara 286). The Prophet (peace be upon him) mentioned 
that Allah has answered positively to all of those supplications mentioned in 
that verse. (Recorded by Muslim.) 

Another hadith, recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim, states, 



"Verily, Allah has overlooked for [the members of] my nation what their souls 
think about as long as they do not act on it or speak about it." 

Although one is not held responsible for the above types of thoughts, if 
evil thoughts do come to one's mind, the person should seek refuge in Allah 
from the accursed Satan. Those evil thoughts should then be repelled. 
However, there are times in which the person's faith might be weak and he 
allows those thoughts to grow. Hence, he should immediately seek refuge in 
Allah from those evil thoughts in order not to allow them to blossom into 
anything more harmful. Allah has said, 

J^Afr ->4jI aJOL; _u_i^Ls £j_J *.l l ^ l *JO i pj^ 

"And if an evil whisper comes to you from Satan, seek refuge in Allah. Verily, 
He is the All-Hearer, All-Knower" (al-Araaf 200). The Messenger of Allah 
(peace be upon him) also said, 
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"Satan comes to one of you and he says, 'Who created this and who created 
that?' until he says, 'Who created your Lord?' If he reaches that stage with a 
person, he [that person] should seek refuge in Allah and stop such thoughts." 
(Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.) 

The next level is a "decision" or al-hamm which is what is 
mentioned in this hadith of the Prophet (peace be upon him). 1 This term is 
defined in the supplement to Lane's Lexicon in the following manner, 

He purposed, or intended, a thing... He meditated, proposed to 
himself, purposed or intended to do the thing, he desired to do 
the thing... he endeavoured to do the thing... He intended it, 
meant it, desired it, or determined upon it, in his mind. . . 2 

This is where the person thinks about doing a deed and makes the 
decision to do the deed rather than not do it. Hence, it is the actual first step in 
doing a deed. He might even take some step toward that act that he wants to 
perform. The intention and the want to do the act is present in the person's 
mind. In this case, though, the decision is not so strong that the person 
necessarily fulfills what he has decided he is going to do. 3 

After al-hamm comes determination or al-azm This is where the 

heart is completely determined to do a specific act. 4 When a person reaches this 
level, it is only his incapability to do the act that could possibly keep him from 
doing it. Otherwise, if there are no barriers keeping him from doing this act, he 
does it. 

What is the Meaning of" //a/77m(Decide)" in this Hadith? 

According to al-Baaqilaani , if a person is seriously considering the 
performance of a sin and he allows that thought to grow in his heart, he is 
considered sinful simply for that thought and consideration. In other words, 
even if he did not perform the act, he is still sinful. Al-Baaqilaani understands 
the word hamm in this hadith only to mean that it is simply a thought that 
occurs in a person's mind although the person does not nurture it or truly 
consider it. He says that this is also called hamm and it is different from azm, 



According to ibn al-Jauzi, al-hamm differs from the previous categories in that it is considered 
one of the actions of the heart. That is why the person is held responsible for this deed. Quoted in 
ibn Hajr, Fath, vol. 1 3, p. 1 25. 

2 Lane, vol. 2, p. 3044. 

3 Al-Sadlaan, al-Niyyah, vol. 1, pp. 1 17-118. 

4 Al-Sadlaan, al-Niyyah, vol. 1 , pp. 1 08-1 10. 

5 Quoted in al-Yahsoobi, vol. 1 , pp. 5 1 8-5 1 9. 
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where one has truly intended to do a certain deed. According to this 
interpretation, then, this hadith is more in reference to what was defined above 
as the first three types of thought for which all scholars agree that one is not 
held accountable or considered sinful. 

Al-Baaqilaani's opinion can be supported by other texts. For example, 
the Prophet (peace be upon him) stated, 

iii 4Ji jj^j l,' cJLa jiDi j> j j&s 3 r n6 °,i::,. : jix,„u j&\ b| 

"If two Muslims meet with their swords, then both the killer and the killed are 
in the Hell-fire." I [the narrator Abu Bakrah] said, "That is [obviously] for the 
killer but what crime did the killed commit?" He stated, "He was eager to kill 
his companion [the other person]." (Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.) 

Qaadhi Iyaadh al-Yahsubi states that the majority of the early scholars 
and the scholars of fiqh and hadith are in agreement with al-Baaqilaani's 
interpretation. Abdullah ibn al-Mubaarak asked Sufyaan, "Is one going to be 
held responsible for his hammahT He replied, "If it is determination, he will 
be held responsible for it." 1 

Qaadhi Iyaadh further argues that there are many hadith that prove that 
one is held accountable for the actions of the heart. He states that continually 
thinking and determining to do a sin is a sin itself. If the person actually then 
does commit that sin, it will be recorded as one complete sin. 2 If the person 
leaves it out of fear of Allah, it will be recorded as one good deed. The fighting 
against one's soul and its evil inclinations is a type of jihad and is, in itself, a 
good deed. Then he states that the hamm that is not recorded against a 
person — in other words, the hamm that is mentioned in this hadith — is 
nothing more than what is defined above as khaatir and which passes quickly 
without any intention behind it. 3 

Qaadhi Iyaadh stated that many of the jurists and scholars of hadith 
differ from al-Baaqilaani and follow the apparent meaning of this hadith. 4 
Indeed, it seems that al-Baaqilaani's, al-Yahsoobi's and al-Nawawi's 
interpretations are untenable for a number of reasons: 



1 Quoted in al-Yahsoobi, vol. I, pp. 521-522. 

2 In al-Yahsoobi, it states that a complete sin will be recorded for the person. In al-Nawawi, 
Sharh Saheeh (Dar al-Marifah), this quote is recorded with the wording, "a second sin [will be 
recorded]." It seems that a second sin is not the correct wording. If that were the case, everyone 
who commits a sin would be held accountable for two sins: the intention behind it and the act of 
the sin itself. The intention and the act are usually treated together as one act. 

3 Al-Yahsoobi, vol. 1, pp. 522-523. Virtually, the exact same words may be found in al-Nawawi, 
Sharh Saheeh, vol. 2, pp. 150-151. 

4 Al-Yahsoobi, vol. I, p. 519. 
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First, this interpretation is distorting the wording of the Prophet (peace 
be upon him) and choosing a lesser known usage for the word hamm. 

Second, the hadith is "symmetric" in that it states that if a person has 
hamm concerning a good deed, he will be rewarded for that. Certainly, al- 
Baaqilaani and the others did not mean to imply that if a thought of a good 
deed simply appears to a person's mind and he does not even intend that deed, 
he will get the full reward of that deed for that fleeting thought. However, that 
is a necessary conclusion of their argument. If the necessary conclusion of an 
argument is false, then, in general, the argument itself must be considered false. 

Third, the hadith about the killer and the killed being in the Hell-fire is 
irrelevant to the discussion at hand here. In that example, the person was trying 
to fulfill his intention but he was not able to do so. It was not the case that he 
decided not to do a bad deed. If he wills to do an evil deed but is simply not 
able to do it, he will be held responsible for it. If he decides to do an evil and 
then changes his mind and decides not to do it for the sake of Allah, he will be 
rewarded for that. 

Fourth, there must be a difference between deciding to do an evil deed, 
due to some fleeting desire, and having a love and desire to that deed in the 
heart. The latter aspect one may be held responsible for but not the former. If a 
person, in his heart, continually has love for doing some evil deed and he likes 
that feeling in his heart, then he will be held responsible for that even if he 
never performed that evil deed. He will be held responsible for his continuance 
of that evil desire and love of something evil. This is consistent with how ibn 
al-Mubaarak is said to have explained Allah's saying, 

j s ° ji s s * * ° > % *r s ^ ' •» j, , s 



"And those who, when they have committed illegal sexual intercourse or 
wronged themselves with evil, remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their 
sins — and none can forgive sins but Allah. And they do not persist in what 
[wrong] they have done while they know" (ali-Imraan 1 35). 
Allah also says, 



"Verily, those who love that lewdness should be spread among those who 
believe, they will have a painful torment in this world and in the Hereafter. 
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And Allah knows and you know not" (al-Noor 19). Allah also warns about 
having evil thoughts and evil intentions in the heart when He says, 

"And know that Allah knows what is in your souls, so be aware of Him" {al- 
Baqara 235). 

Fifth, their interpretation runs counter to what is stated in another 
version of this hadith which is also found in Sahih al-Bukhari: 

"Allah says [to the angels,] 'If my servant wants {araacr) to do an evil deed, 
do not record it against him until he does it. If he does it, record it as it is. If he 
leaves it for My sake, record it as a good deed. If he wants to do a good deed 
and he does not do it, record it as one good deed. And if he does it, record for 
him ten like it up to seven hundred fold." 

Ibn Rajab is one scholar whose conclusion agrees with this author's 
assessment. He says that the hamm is not simply a thought that occurs to one's 
mind and leaves. But it is the decision that is just short of a complete 
resolution to do the deed. 2 Similarly, al-Bugha and Mistu say that hamm is 
the decision to do an act and it is greater than simply a contemplation that 
occurs in the heart. Sultaan also agrees with that assessment. 4 

The Reward for Deciding to do a Good Deed even if One Does not Do it 

When a person decides to do a good deed, even though he ends up not 
doing it, Allah records for him one good deed. Allah states that He records it 
"with Him". This is a way of giving honor or prestige to that act. Furthermore, 
Allah stresses that it is a "complete" good deed, without any deficiency. That 
way, no one can imagine that there is a good deed recorded but it is not a 
complete good deed. 5 



1 Here the word is araad ("wants to do"), which definitely implies that the intention is there. In 
other words, it could not simply be a fleeting thought that has occurred to the person's mind but 
it is hamm as defined above. 

2 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 3 19. 

3 Al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 316. 

4 Sultaan, p. 326. 

5 Cf., ibn Hajr, Fath, vol. 13, p. 122. Also note the statements by al-Nawawi after he recorded the 
hadith. 
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Al-Toofi stated that having the intention or deciding to do a good deed 
is in itself a good deed. This is because it is the first step that leads to doing a 
good deed. Therefore, Allah records it as one good deed. 1 

At this point, though, someone could ask: If deciding to do a good deed 
is a good deed in itself, why is it not multiplied like other good deeds, as in the 
verse, 

J- 

"Whoever brings a good deed shall have ten times the like thereof (al-Anaam 
1 60)? The response is that this verse is talking about the actual physical deeds 
while the thought in the heart is an exception to that general ruling. Hence, the 
decision in the heart gets recorded as a good deed but the multiplication is only 
when the decision is actually acted upon. 2 

However, this might still lead to another question: If this decision in 
the heart is enough to warrant the recording of one good deed, why is the 
simple decision to do an evil deed not enough to warrant the recording of one 
evil deed? The response is that when the person then decides not to perform 
that evil deed, he has done an additional act that expiates his evil decision and 
he has gone against his desires. This, in itself, is good on his part. Therefore, a 
good deed is recorded for him in that case too. 

According to al-Qaari, the reward for deciding on a good deed is only 
in the case where the person wants to do the deed but is not able to do it. 3 
However, the apparent meaning of this hadith is that the person ends up not 
doing the good deed regardless of whether that was due to some preventing 
factor or not. Indeed, if it had been as al-Qaari concluded, one would expect 
the Prophet (peace be upon him) to have said, "If one decides to do a good 
deed but he is not able to perform it. . ." 

According to ibn Hajr, the level of reward will be different depending 
on the reasons that the person did not perform the act. If the person is 
prevented from performing the deed due to external reasons beyond his control 
and, in addition, he is saddened by the fact that he could not perform the act, 
then his reward would be the greatest. However, if he decided not to do the act 
of his own volition, then his reward would be less than in the previous case. If 
the person does something opposite of what he was originally going to do, such 
as instead of giving a dollar in charity he spends it on something forbidden, 
then, according to ibn Hajr, he would not have a good deed recorded for him at 
all. 4 

In another hadith, the Prophet (peace be upon him) said, 



1 Quoted in ibn Hajr, Fath, vol. 13 p. 123. 

2 Ibn Hajr, Fath, vol. 13, p. 123. 

3 Al-Qaari, vol. 5, p. 159. 

4 Ibn Hajr, Fath, vol. 1 3, p. 123. 
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"This world is made up of only four types of people: [First is] a servant [of 
Allah] whom Allah provided with wealth and knowledge. He fears his Lord 
concerning them and he keeps the ties of kin and he recognizes Allah's rights 
in them. He is the person of the best station. Second is a person to whom Allah 
gave knowledge but did not give wealth. He is sincere in his intention when he 
says, 'If I had wealth, I would have used it in the way that so and so [the first 
person] uses it.' Due to his intention, the reward of the two of them will be the 
same. [A third person] is a servant to whom Allah gave wealth but He did not 
bless him with knowledge. He spends his wealth without knowledge, not 
fearing his Lord with respect to it, not keeping the ties of kin and not 
recognizing Allah's right in it. He is in the worst station. And [the fourth] is a 
servant to whom Allah gave neither wealth nor knowledge. He says, 'If I had 
wealth I would use it in the way that so and so [the third person] uses it. ' Those 
two are equal in their burden." 1 

This hadith gives the impression that the reward for the two (the one 
who did the act and the one who simply intended the act) would be the same. 
Therefore, it seems to contradict this present hadith from al-Nawawi's 
collection. According to ibn Rajab, the two of them are equal in the essential 
reward for the deed. However, the multiplication of the deed is only for the one 
who actually performs the deed. In other words, the one who would like to do 
the act has recorded for him one complete good deed. With respect to that 
recording, he is equal to the one who did the deed. But the one who actually 
did the deed gets that recording plus the additional multiplication of the deed. 
Hence, there is no contradiction between these two hadith. 2 

Therefore, the one who actually does the deed gets a special reward 
(the multiplication of the deed). Another example of this nature is found in the 
Quran: 



1 Recorded by al-Tirmidhi, ibn Maajah and Ahmad. According to al-Hilaali, it is sahih. See al- 
Hilaali, Eeqaadh, p. 510. 

2 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 321. 
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"Not equal are those who sit [at home], except for those who are disabled, and 
those who strive hard in the way of Allah with their wealth and their lives. 
Allah has preferred in grades those who strive with their wealth and lives over 
those who sit. Unto each, Allah has promised good, but Allah has preferred 
those who strive over those who sit by a great reward. Degrees of [higher] 
ranks from Him and forgiveness and mercy. And Allah is ever Oft-Forgiving 
and Most Merciful" (al-Nisaa 95-96). It is narrated from ibn Abbaas and others 
that those who strive are preferred to those who were not able to strive by one 
rank. And those who strove are preferred to those who did not strive, although 
they had no physical or material excuse, by many ranks. 1 

Hence, there is a difference between those who would have striven if 
they had the ability to do so and those who actually did strive for the sake of 
Allah. Perhaps this is due to the real suffering and hardship that those who 
actually performed the act had to encounter. They are thereby deserving of 
grace or bounty in addition to those who would have performed the same deed 
if they had the ability to do so. Other than that one grace, they are equal in 
reward. That is the bounty of Allah that He bestows upon whom He wills. 2 

"And if he decided to do it and actually did it, Allah records it with Him as 
ten good deeds up to seven hundred times up to many times over." 

Such is the mercy of Allah that when a person actually does perform a 
good deed, Allah does not record it for him as simply one good deed. Instead, 
Allah multiplies it a minimum of ten times. This is also confirmed by the 
Quranic verse, 



"Whoever brings a good deed shall have ten times the like thereof (al-Anaam 
160). 



1 Quoted in ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 321. 
2 Cf., al-Tabari, vol. 4, p. 231. 
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But the deed could also be multiplied seven hundred times. One deed 
that is specifically multiplied seven hundred fold is the act of giving wealth for 
the sake of Allah. Allah says in the Quran, 

a. . a. „ 

XJLf- £>j *TJL^ ^-J ^a*^a-> *Mlj UJU* JT (J 

"The likeness of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is as that of 
a grain [of corn]. It grows seven ears and each ear has a hundred grains. Allah 
gives manifold increase to whom He wills. And Allah is all-sufficient for His 
creatures' needs, All-Knowing" {al-Baqara 261). This verse implies a seven- 
hundred fold reward for spending in the way of Allah.' Furthermore, there is 
the following hadith: 

O L^T ajHj jtfbi oQJl ^jj Lgj jU~*J ^ ^s^* ^ J j—j 

On the authority of Abu Masood al-Ansaari who said: A man came with a 
camel and its reigns, saying, "This is for the sake of Allah." The Messenger of 
Allah (peace be upon him) said, "For you, on the Day of Resurrection, will be 
seven hundred camels, all of them with their reigns." (Recorded by Muslim.) 

The deed could also be multiplied so many times over that the total 
amount is known only to Allah. For example, the Messenger of Allah (peace be 
upon him) has said, 

"Every good deed that a human performs is multiplied ten times up to seven 
hundred. And Allah has said, 'Except for the fast for it is done for My sake and 
I shall reward it [even more]. The person leaves his desires and food for My 
sake...'" (Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.) 

Patience and perseverance is another deed that is rewarded by an 
amount that is known only to Allah. Allah has stated in the Quran, 



Some people argue that the seven-hundred fold reward is only for the act of giving for the sake 
of Allah. No other deed shall be multiplied to such an extent. Ibn Hajr [Fath (Maktabah al- 
Tijaariyyah, vol. 13, p. 124] presents the argument for that view. It seems, though, that there is no 
strong reason to restrict that merciful reward from Allah just to that act. Allah knows best. 
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"Only those who are patient shall receive their reward in full without measure" 
(al-Zumar 10). 1 

The same deed may be performed by two different people and the 
manifold reward for each of them may be different. Ibn Rajab states that the 
amount of the multiple of the reward is based on a number of factors. It is 
determined by the excellence of one's Islam, the excellence of one's sincerity 
and purity in the action, the excellence of the deed itself and the need for the 
deed done. 2 

"If he decided to do an evil deed but he did not do it, Allah records it with 
Him as one complete good deed." 

If a person changes his mind and decides not to do an evil deed, a 
complete good deed is recorded for him, without any shortcoming in the nature 
of that good deed. Restraining oneself from committing an evil deed is, in 
itself, a good deed. Hence, the person deserves to have that act on his part 
counted among his good deeds. 

Based on other narrations, it is clear that this recording of a good deed 
is conditional upon the person leaving that good deed out of fear of Allah or for 
the sake of Allah. The narration from Abu Huraira in Sahih Muslim explicitly 
states this condition: 

"He left it only due to Me." 3 The act of changing one's mind and deciding not 
to do an evil deed due to fear of Allah is defi nitely a good deed and, as such, it 
will be recorded as a good deed. 4 

Indeed, if a person makes this a common characteristic of his behavior, 
he, Allah willing, will be from among the inhabitants of Paradise. Allah says, 



It should be noted that this is just one understanding of the verse and it may be based on a 
report that is questionable. Another understanding of the verse is that those who were patient 
shall receive their reward without any reckoning in the Hereafter. See the commentary of al- 
Samaani vis-a-vis ibn Katheer: Abu al-Mudhafar al-Samaani, Tafseer al-Quran (Riyadh: Daaral- 
Watn, 1997), vol. 4, p. 462; ibn Katheer, Tafseer, vol. 4, p. 51. 

2 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 3 1 6. 

3 A hadith in Sahih al-Bukhari also gives the same meaning. 

4 Ibn Hajr [Fath (al-Maktab al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 13, p. 124] says that it is possible that when one 
does not do an evil act that he had decided upon, it is in itself a good deed and will be recorded 
as a good deed. But if the person refrains from that evil deed for the sake of Allah, then that act 
of refrain will be multiplied and will not simply be one good deed. Although this may be feasible 
and well within what one may expect of Allah's mercy, it is not what is explicitly stated in either 
this hadith or the other related hadith. Allah knows best. 
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"But as for him who feared standing before his Lord and restrained himself 
from impure evil desires and lusts, verily, Paradise will be his abode" (al- 
Naaziaat 40-41). 

Sometimes a person may decide not to perform an evil deed simply out 
of fear of others or for the sake of show. In this case, some scholars say that he 
will be held responsible for that intention as he gave preference to the fear of 
men over the fear of Allah or because he is intending to show himself as a 
pious person. 1 

Furthermore, if a person decides to do an evil deed and does what he 
can to perform it but he is simply not to able to do it, he will also be held 
accountable for that evil intention. This is like the case mentioned earlier of the 
killer and the killed both being in the Hell-fire because each did what he could 
to kill the other. In fact, in the hadith just quoted, praising the one who refrains 
from an evil deed, the word tarakaha ("left it") is used. Al-Khattaabi pointed 
out that, in general, this word is only used for the person who has the ability to 
do something but he does not do it. 2 

Some have questioned that since it is the case that when a person 
decides to do a good deed and it is counted as a good deed, shouldn't his 
decision to do an evil deed be counted as an evil deed. The response is that this 
is part of the mercy and blessings from Allah. Allah records the evil deeds of 
people and holds them responsible for them as an act of justice on His part. 
And He forgives some deeds and disregards the decision to do evil as an act of 
mercy on His part. 

Furthermore, there may be a great wisdom behind this mercy from 
Allah. When a person commits a sin, the sin is not going to be multiplied. Now, 
if he is already going to be held sinful just for deciding to commit a sin, then he 
might as well go ahead and commit that sin. There is no incentive for him not 
to commit the sin as, if he does it or not, he will already be receiving one sin 
for his decision. However, by Allah's mercy, if he changes his mind and 
decides not to commit that sin, not only will that not be held against him as one 
sin but, instead, it will be transformed into a good deed for him. On the other 
hand, when a person decides to do a good deed, he should not stop there simply 
because he has a good deed recorded for him. Instead, he should go forward 
and do that good deed as, when he actually does it, it will be multiplied for 
him. And all praises are to Allah. 



1 Cf., ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 321. 

2 Quoted in ibn Hajr, Fath, vol. 13, p. 124. 
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"If he decided to do it and he actually did it, Allah records it as one evil 

deed." 

Allah never wrongs any of His creatures in any way. If a person 
commits an evil deed, it is recorded as one deed and only one deed without any 
multiplication to it. This is also stated in the Quran where Allah says, 

"Whoever brings an evil deed shall have only the recompense of the like 
thereof, and they will not be wronged" {al-Anaam 1 60). 

Note that when a person intends to do a good deed, that in itself is a 
good deed and the performance of that deed leads to it being multiplied a 
minimum of ten times. When a person intends on committing a sin, that is not 
recorded as a sin. But when he does the sin, it is recorded as one evil deed. He 
does not get one evil deed recorded for his intention and a second evil deed 
recorded for his actually performing the deed. 1 

Evil Deeds are Not Multiplied But Their Magnitudes May Differ 

This hadith makes it clear that the evil deeds are not multiplied by 
Allah. There is a narration from Mujaahid, a Follower, that states, "Sins 
committed in Makkah are multiplied, in the same way that the good deeds are 
multiplied." 2 Mujaahid's statement is a very common notion. However, it may 
not be correct. 

Commenting on that notion, ibn Baaz wrote, 

As for sins, according to those scholars who researched this 
matter in detail, they are not multiplied with respect to their 
quantity although they may be increased with respect to their 
quality. But their quantity is never multiplied. This is because 
Allah has said, "Whoever comes with a good deed shall have 
ten like similar to it and who ever comes with an evil deed 
shall be recompensed only what is similar to it." Therefore, 
sins are never multiplied, not during Ramadhan 3 , not in the 
confines of the Noble Sanctuary nor at any other time [or 
place]. Certainly, one sin is always one sin and this is part of 
His mercy and grace. 4 

In that passage, ibn Baaz has noted two important points: First, Allah 
never multiplies a person's evil deed. One evil deed is always going to be one 
deed in the scale. Second, though, the evil deeds are not all of the same weight 



1 Cf., ibn Abdul-Salaam's statement in ibn Hajr, Fath, vol. 13, p. 123. 

2 Quoted in ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 3 1 8. 

3 Al-Haitami (Fath, p. 265) noted that there are some weak hadith that state that the sins are 
multiplied during Ramadhan. 

4 Quoted in Sultaan, p. 33 1 . 
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and gravity. Some deeds are much graver than others. For example, there are 
some sins that the Prophet (peace be upon him) called the destructive sins, 
these including associating partners with Allah, adultery, murder and so forth. 

At the same time, depending on numerous factors, one sin may be 
graver at one time than at another time. This could occur for a number of 
reasons, including: 1 

(1) The sanctity of the time may increase the gravity of a sin. For 
example, according to Qataadah, dhulm (wrongdoing) committed during the 
Inviolable Months is a greater sin than when committed at other times. Dhulm 
at all times, he said, is unacceptable but Allah has the right to declare it a worse 
sin for whatever time He wills. This is based on the Quranic verse, 




"Verily, the number of months with Allah is twelve months, so was it ordained 
by Allah on the day He created the heavens and the earth. Of them, four are 
sacred. 2 That is the right religion. So wrong {dhulm) not yourselves therein" 
(al-Taubah 36). 3 

(2) The sanctity of the place may also increase the heinousness of the 
sin. Allah says about the Inviolable Mosque in Makkah, 

i " f 

"And whoever inclines to evil therein or to do wrong, him We shall cause to 
taste a painful torment" (al-Hajj 25). For this reason, many of the pious 
forefathers, including ibn Abbaas, Abdullah ibn Amr ibn al-Aas and Umar ibn 
Abdul Azeez, opted not to live in the confines of the Noble Sanctuary. 
Abdullah ibn Amr was quoted as saying that a sin committed therein is 
greater. 4 

(3) The nobility of a person or the fact that he is taken as an example 
can also make a sin graver. For example, Allah threatened the Prophet (peace 
be upon him) with a very great and extreme punishment in the verse below. 



1 For more on this point, see any of the following: al-Ghazzaali, vol. 4, p. 32; Ahmad Fareed, 
Tahdheer al-Daani wa al-Qaasi min Uqoobaat al-Dhunoob wa al-Maasi (Alexandria: Daar al- 
Aqeedah li-l-Turaath, 1991), pp. 22-27; Ahmad ibn Qudaama al-Maqdisi, Mukhtasar Minhaaj 
al-Qaasideen (Daar al-Dawah, 1978), pp. 257-259. 

2 These are the first (Muharram), seventh (Rajab), eleventh (Dhu-l-Qaadah) and twelfth (Dhu-1- 
Hijjah) months of the Islamic calendar. 

3 Qataadah was quoted in ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 317. 

4 Cf, ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 3 18. 
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This is because the referred to action is completely inexcusable from someone 
in the Prophet's position. Allah has said, 

bi © ^ji isi 0 f 

cdi iu j&j -9 p olUji Jj^3 sj^ji JJU, iiiJS £ v 

"And had We not made you stand firm, you would nearly have inclined to them 
[the disbelievers] a little. In that case, We would have made you taste a double 
portion [of punishment] in this life and a double portion after death. And then 
you would have found none to help you against Us" (al-Israa 74-75). 
Allah also says concerning the Prophet's wives, 

"O wives of the Prophet! Whoever of you commits an open illegal sexual 
intercourse, the torment for her will be doubled. And that is easy for Allah" 
{al-Ahzaab 30). 

(4) Many of the early scholars noted that when a person belittles a sin, 
Allah considers it greater. Any sin is displeasing to Allah. Therefore, no 
believer should downplay his sins and consider them unimportant. Abdullah 
ibn Masood once said, "A believer sees his sins as if he is at the foot of a 
mountain and he fears that they will fall upon him. The evildoer views his sin 
like a fly that lands on his nose that he just swats at." (Recorded by al- 
Bukhari.) 

(5) A person showing pleasure at a sin he has committed is also 
considered a cause for the enormity of the sin to be greater. If a person, for 
example, brags and boasts about how he cheated somebody else in a business 
dealing, he is compounding the seriousness of that sin by his actions. 

(6) A sin is also made greater by exposing it and spreading the news of 
one's sins to others. The Prophet (peace be upon him) stated, 

lip ^juiSo ^>Wj *o 

"All of my Nation are to be forgiven except those who publicize their sins. 
Publicizing the sins includes a person doing something during the night and 
then in the morning, although Allah had kept that act concealed for him, he 
says, 'O so and so, last night I did such and such.' He spent the night being 
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concealed by his Lord and in the morning he uncovered what Allah had 
concealed for him." (Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.) 

(7) The enormity of a sin is also greater when there is less drive 
causing the person to commit that sin. In such cases, there is very little excuse 
for the person. He was not in a state where he was so overcome by desire that 
he could not control himself. This is what the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
stated, 

"jfZJ. j^j L,iir iiu} jij 

"There are three [categories of people] to whom Allah will not speak [any 
pleasing words], for whom Allah will not cleanse of their sins and at whom 
Allah will not look and they shall have a grievous punishment. [They are] an 
old man who commits illegal sexual intercourse, a lying king and an arrogant 
impoverished person." (Recorded by Muslim.) 

"Allah obliterates [that evil]. And Allah does not put anyone to destruction 
except for one who is to be destroyed." 

Another qudsi hadith in Sahih Muslim states, 




"Allah says, 'If anyone does a good deed, he gets ten like it or I increase that 
number. If anyone does an evil deed, its recompense is [one] similar to it or I 
forgive it."' In this hadith, one sees how mercifully Allah deals with evil deeds. 
They are either to be counted as one evil deed, without any addition or 
multiplication of it, or Allah will forgive or wipe away those deeds. Allah 
wipes away evil deeds through various means, such as repentance, following 
up the evil deed with a good deed and so forth. 

If one considers how mercifully Allah deals with deeds, one will 
realize that the only ones who will be destroyed are those who destroy 
themselves and who truly deserve to be destroyed. Allah records every evil 
deed as just one. If a person decides to do an evil deed and then does not do it, 
it is recorded as one good deed. If a person does a good deed, it is multiplied 
for him. It is multiplied at least ten times to a multitude of times. If a person's 
evil deeds outweigh his good deeds, then he must be doing great acts of evil or 
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evil to the amount of at least ten times the good he does. If someone is of that 
nature, he is truly deserving to be destroyed by being sent to the Hell-fire. 1 

The Companion Abdullah ibn Masud is quoted to have said, "Woe to 
the one whose single [acts of evil] outweigh his ten time multiple [of a single 
good deed]." 2 

Other Points Related to This Hadith 

Al-Tabari 3 noted that this hadith is evidence that the recording angels even 
record what a person is determined to do in his heart. He said that there are 
some who claim that the recording angels only record the outward or 
visible deeds but this hadith is an argument against them. 4 
This is another hadith, like Hadith #1 in this collection, that demonstrates 
the importance of having a good intention. A person will have recorded for 
himself good deeds simply because of his intention. Hence, once again, his 
good intentions can take him beyond what his actual deeds might be. 5 
Based on the previous point, a Muslim should try to always have the 
intention to do good. When he contemplates to himself, he should consider 
doing good things. When that contemplation turns into a decision to do the 
act, he will be rewarded for that decision even if he ends up not doing the 
act. Furthermore, the continually present intention to do good deeds 
should, Allah willing, turn into the actual doing of more good acts. 6 
Allah does not mention how much He may multiply deeds nor does He 
specify which deeds are multiplied by only ten or seven hundred or more 
than that. Al-Qaari states that, as a method of exhortation, it is wiser or 
more effective to leave the reward unknown to the doer. It is sufficient for 
the doer to know that there is a great reward but he does not have to know 
exactly what it is. This approach can be found in other hadith and in the 
Quran. For example, Allah says, 

"No person knows what is kept hidden for them of joy as a reward for what 
they used to do" (al-Sajdah 17). 7 

This hadith is further evidence that Allah's mercy and His willingness to 
reward overrides His anger for the performance of evil. The Messenger of 
Allah (peace be upon him) said, 



1 Cf., al-Yahsoobi, vol. 1 , p. 525. 

2 Quoted in ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 328. 

3 In al-Nawawi, Sharh Saheeh, vol. 2, p. 151, it states al-Tahaawi instead of al-Tabari. 

4 Quoted in al-Yahsoobi, vol. 1 , pp. 525-6. 
5 Cf, al-Qaari, vol. 5, p. 160. 

6 Cf., al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 3 19. 

7 Al-Qaari, vol. 5, p. 160. 
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"When Allah created the creation, He recorded [this] in His book and He 
prescribed for Himself and He placed it with Himself upon the Throne: 
'Verily, My mercy overrides My anger."' (Recorded by al-Bukhari.) This 
fact is one of the greatest blessings for mankind. Every individual should 
think about how much mercy Allah has decreed for Himself- — while no 
one is able to force Allah to make such a decree. This aspect alone should 
make anyone who has decided to commit an evil deed — which is 
displeasing to the Most Merciful — change his mind and not commit that 
deed as why should anyone want to do something displeasing to the Lord 
who is so merciful? 

• Allah's multiplication of one's good deeds and His lack of multiplication 
of evil deeds is an obvious manifestation of Allah's mercy and grace. In 
fact, al-Aini wrote, "If it were not for that great bounty and grace no one 
would enter Paradise for the servants' evils deeds are greater than their 
good deeds. But Allah has been gentle to His servants and He multiplies 
for them their good deeds but not their evil deeds." 1 

• It seems, Allah knows best, that this hadith is in reference only to the 
physical acts that a person can perform, such as adultery, stealing and so 
forth. There is a consensus that there are some acts that are held against a 
person whether the person acted upon them or not. This would include acts 
such as pride, arrogance, envy, acting for show and so forth. 2 
Similarly, if a person is having doubts about Allah or the truthfulness of 
the Prophet (peace be upon him), 3 even if he does not act upon those 
doubts, he will held accountable for them. In fact, such doubts and 
thoughts are tantamount to disbelief. Included in this category of sinful 
thoughts of the heart are loving what Allah dislikes or disliking what Allah 
has approved of. 4 

• Allah's grace which is brought forth in this hadith has also been alluded to 
in the following verse of the Quran, 5 



1 Al-Aini, vol. 23, p. 80. 

2 Cf., al-Qaari, vol. 5, p. 160. Ibn Bataal originally made a similar statement. See ibn Hajr, Fath, 
vol. 13, p. 127. 

3 These are more than simply the thoughts that uncontrollably occur to a person's mind, as were 
discussed earlier. But these are the doubts that a person holds and adheres to in his mind. 

4 Cf., ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 324. 

5 This verse is part of a group of verses that were already quoted. They are very closely related to 
the topic at hand because they demonstrate that a person is not held responsible for the thoughts 
that come to his mind and which he cannot control. 
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"Allah burdens not a soul beyond what it can bear. He gets reward for that 
[good] which he has earned. And he is punished for that [evil] which he 
has earned" {al-Baqara 286). In this verse, Allah has used the word kasaba 
for what the person earns and iktisaba for what will be held against the 
person. In most English translations, like the above from Khan and al- 
Hilaali, there is no distinction made between these two terms. However, 
there is a difference between the two words. The first word implies what 
one earns even with very little effort. This would include what a person 
decides to do and then he does not do it. He still has earned one good deed. 
The second word, which is what one is going to be held responsible for, 
implies more effort. In other words, as in this hadith, if a person simply 
decides to do an evil deed but he does not go out and do it, that will not be 
held against him at all. 

Summary of the Hadith 

• Allah has decreed what the good deeds and evil deeds are. He has recorded 
the deeds of mankind or has ordered the angels to record the deeds of 
mankind in the manner described in this hadith. 

• First, if a person truly decides to do a good deed and then ends up not 
doing it, Allah will have recorded for him one good deed. 

• Second, if the person actually performs the good deed, it will be multiplied 
for him by a multiple of ten up to a multiple of whatever Allah, in His 
mercy and grace, wills. 

• Third, if a person decides to do an evil deed and then, for the sake of Allah, 
he changes his way and does not do that deed, Allah will record for him 
one good deed. 

• Fourth, if a person actually does perform the evil deed, Allah will only 
record one evil deed against him. 

• Such is the mercy and grace of Allah. With this type of reckoning, only 
those who truly deserve to be destroyed and punished will be destroyed and 
punished. 
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Hadith #38 



Whoever Shows Enmity to... 




On the authority of Abu Huraira who said: The Messenger 
of Allah (upon whom be Allah's blessings and peace) said, 
"Allah the Almighty has said, 'Whoever has mutual 
animosity with a friend (wali) of Mine, I declare war upon 
him. My servant does not draw near to Me with anything 
more beloved to Me than the religious duties that I have 
imposed upon him; and My servant continues to draw near 
to Me with supererogatory works such that I love him. And 
when I love him, I am his hearing with which he hears, his 
seeing with which he sees, his hand with which he strikes, 
and his leg with which he walks. Were he to ask of Me, I 
would surely give him; and were he to ask Me for refuge, I 
would surely grant him it."' 
Recorded by al-Bukhari. 




Selected Vocabulary 



- "enmity, opposition between two" 

- "I have announced, declared to him 

- "war" 

- "draw near, get close" 
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'Jl 


- to me 




- "my servant," the 14 represents, "my" 


» 


- witn a tning, witn anytning, trie m is witn, t>y, is a tning 


| 


- "most beloved" 


^ *: • til 


- "I have made it obligatory" 




- "he continues" 


Ul III . 


- "by voluntary deeds," the v is "with, by" 


A. i 


til 1 1 " i» 

- I love him 


- C 


- 1 was 




- "his hearing" 




- "his vision" 




- his hand 




- ne strikes 




- nis leg 


» 


- ne waiKS 


oil 


- "if... were" 




- "ask me" 




- "I would surely grant him," the J and the 0 imply stress, emphasis or certainty 




- "seek refuge in me" 



Takhreej 

From among the famous "six collections," 1 this hadith was only 
recorded by Imam al-Bukhari. Al-Bukhari recorded it in "The Book of Hadith 
affecting the Emotions" in the chapter on humility. At the end of the hadith, 
one finds the following words that al-Nawawi omitted from his 40 Hadith, 

s 

"And I do not hesitate to do anything as I hesitate to take the soul of the 
believer, for he hates death and I hate to harm him." 2 



There are six collections of hadith that, due to historical events, began to be grouped together 
and referred to as "the six". Usually, "the six" is a reference to the following works: Sahih al- 
Bukhari, Sahih Muslim, Sunan al-Nasaai, Sunan Abu Dawood, Sunan al-Tirmidhi and Sunan ibn 
Maajah. (Some replace Sunan ibn Maajah with the Muwatta of Maalik while others replace it 
with Sunan al-Daarimi.) Some even refer to these works as, "the six authentic collections." 
Although it is true that the vast majority of the hadith in these six works are sahih or hasan, it is a 
bit of an exaggeration to refer to the six works as a whole as, "the six authentic collections," as 
this makes people believe that all of the hadith that they contain are authentic. 
2 It is interesting to note that al-Nawawi also omitted those final words from his collection 
Riyadh al-Saaliheen ("Gardens of the Righteous"). This author is not aware of any explanation 
for this action on his part. 
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The hadith is also recorded by al-Baihaqi in al-Zuhd al-Kabeer, Sunan 
al-Kubra and in some of his other works. Al-Baghawi also recorded it in both 
Sharh al-Sunnah and Masaabeeh al-Sunnah. 

Ibn Rajab points out that the chain of this hadith in Sahih al-Bukhari 
has been criticized by some scholars. This is because ibn Kiraamah has 
singularly narrated this hadith from Khaalid ibn Mukhlad. There is some 
question about Khaalid's status as a narrator of hadith. 1 

In general, the hadith in Sahih al-Bukhari are the cream of the crop of 
authentic hadith. It is very difficult to level any type of criticism toward them. 
Concerning those relatively few hadith that have been criticized, the criticisms 
have been easily responded to by other scholars. This particular hadith, though, 
was problematic for many scholars, to the point that al-Dhahabi said, 

That hadith is very ghareeb (strange). If it were not for the 
great respect for [al-Bukhari's] al-Jaami al-Sahih, I would 
have counted it among the rejected reports of Khaalid ibn 
Mukhlad. 2 

The hadith does have supporting evidence in hadith narrated from 
Aisha, ibn Abbaas, Abu Umaamah, Anas ibn Maalik, Ali ibn Abu Taalib and 
Hudhaifah. Most of those chains have some weakness. Many of the problems 
with them are major problems. However, there are some with minor problems. 
Therefore, taken as a whole, those with minor problems can support one 
another to make the hadith acceptable. 3 

General Comments About the Hadith 

The importance of this hadith lies in its describing how one can 
become one of Allah's auliyaa (devoted servants and beloved). It describes the 
steps that need be followed and also describes the magnificent results that 
accrue to one who follows those steps. 

Many important points can be derived from this hadith. It is, therefore, 
deserving of a very extensive commentary. Al-Shaukaani once noted, 

The commentators on this hadith, may Allah have mercy on 
them, did not give this hadith the full treatment that it deserves. 
Ibn Hajr, may Allah have mercy on him, only commented on 
this hadith in Fath al-Baari for about three pages, although his 



1 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 330. 

2 al-Dhahabi, Meezaan, vol. 1, p. 641 

3 Cf., ibn Muhammad, pp. 210-214. Al-Albaani has discussed this hadith in detail and has 
concluded that it is authentic. See al-Albaani, Silsilaat al-Ahadeeth al-Saheeha, vol. 4, pp, 1 83- 
193. 
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commentary is the most comprehensive commentary of al- 
Bukhari, with the most detail and benefit to it. 1 

Therefore, al-Shaukaani himself wrote a book explaining this hadith, covering 
some three hundred pages. 

This hadith is one of many hadith that demonstrate the importance of 
interpreting the Prophet's words in the light of the entire teachings of the 
Quran and sunnah. This hadith has been misinterpreted by many over the years. 
Furthermore, it has been misinterpreted in very dangerous ways; such 
misinterpretations can actually lead one to blasphemous acts or beliefs. 

About the Narrator: Abu Huraira 
Abu Huraira was discussed under Hadith Number 9. 

"Allah the Almighty has said" 

This is a qudsi hadith. The third in this collection. A discussion of the 
concept of qudsi hadith may be found in the commentary to Hadith Number 24. 

"Whoever has mutual animosity with a friend (Ar., wall) of Mine." 

This qudsi hadith begins with a very stern warning: Allah declares war 
upon the one who opposes His devoted servants or His auliyaa. 2 

To understand this statement properly, the correct understanding of 
who is a wali of Allah must be established. 

The Concept of Wali According to the Quran and Sunnah 

Here the word wali (from the root wala) has been used. It has been 
translated as "friend" for lack of a better term. Wali (pi., auliyaa) or walaaya 
means, according to its Islamic understanding, support, love, honor, respect and 
being with one's beloved in both a spiritual and material sense. 3 

In Allah's description of the auliyaa, He points out two essential or 
necessary characteristics for anyone to be among the auliyaa of Allah. The first 
condition is imaan ("faith") while the second is taqwa ("God-consciousness"). 
Allah says in the Quran, 



Muhammad ibn AH al-Shaukaani, Qatr al-Wali ala Hadeeth al-Wali (Beirut: Daar Ihyaa al- 
Turaath al-Arabi, n.d.), pp. 229-230. 

2 The word ^ ("Mine") appears before the i^j (wali), although it could be said the other way 
around. This has some significance in the Arabic language. It implies that the person is Allah's 
wali and only Allah's. Furthermore, the way it is stated implies a great dealing of honor to the 
one who is a wali of Allah. See al-Shaukaani, Qatr, p. 361. 

3 Muhammad ibn Saeed al-Qahtaani, Al-Walaa wa al-Baraa fi al-lslaam (Riyadh: Daar Taiba, 
n.d.), p. 90. 
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"Lo, verily the friends of Allah are those on whom fear comes not, nor do they 
grieve. Those who believe and keep their duty (Ar., yattaqoon) to Allah" 
(Yoonus 62-63). Al-Raazi points out that imaan and taqwa imply that they have 
a strong theoretical belief as well as correct practice and deeds. Hence, both 
theory and practice is exhibited by the auliyaa of Allah.' They are the ones 
who sincerely and continually obey Allah. 2 

The first and foremost of the auliyaa of Allah are those who are of the 
highest level of imaan and taqwa. They are most deserving of that honorific 
title. But Allah's auliyaa are not all of the same rank. Instead, as many Quranic 
commentators have pointed out, they fall into one of three categories. Allah has 
said, 

cA — Lj ^Li lis ^> ^. -^ i Lollp £^ \ dkT^l ^ jJ I >_ 'VCj I LIjj} I p 

AMI piU o'j^JL) (JjI—i jv4^-»_? -WaJJL* 

"Then those who We chose of Our servants inherited the Book. But of them are 
some who wrong themselves and of them are some who are intermediate, and 
of them are some who outstrip others through good deeds, by Allah's leave" 
(Faatir 32). The exact characteristics of these three groups have been 
explained in the books of Quranic commentary. Concerning those "who wrong 
themselves", ibn Katheer says that they are the believers who are negligent in 
the performance of some of the obligatory duties and who perform some 
forbidden acts. Those "who are intermediate" are those who perform the 
obligatory duties and abstain from the forbidden acts yet at the same time do 
not perform all of the recommended acts and may perform some of the 
reprehensible (makrooh) acts. Those "who outstrip others through good deeds" 
are those who perform both the obligatory and recommended deeds and abstain 
from both the forbidden and reprehensible deeds. 3 

What this means is that, by the grace of Allah, perfection is not a 
requirement for being one of the auliyaa of Allah. Those who have imaan and 
taqwa and who may commit some sins are still fortunate enough to be among 
the auliyaa of Allah. At the same time, anyone who does not have imaan or 
taqwa and does not follow the guidance of the Messenger of Allah (peace be 
upon him) and yet claims to be one of the beloved of Allah is nothing but a liar. 



1 Al-Raazi, vol. 5, p. 11. 

2 Ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Maktaba al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 13, p. 144. 

3 ibn Katheer, Tafseer, vol. 3, p. 609. 



1133 



Commentary on the Forty Hadith of al-Nawawi 



Furthermore, since faith and taqwa in the heart cannot be seen by 
others, it is not possible to know who exactly is a wali of Allah (unless, of 
course, such is stated in revelation from Allah). Unless Allah or the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) has stated that a particular person is one of His devoted 
servants, no one can claim for certainty that "so and so", no matter how pious 
he might outwardly seem, is definitely one of the auliyaa of Allah. 1 

The greatest of the auliyaa of Allah are the angels and messengers and 
then the prophets. After them come the Companions of the Prophet (peace be 
upon him). They believed in Allah and obeyed Him. They sacrificed for the 
sake of Allah under the most difficult of times and they supported Allah's 
messenger. Allah has declared His approval of them. 

After the Companions would come the true and sincere scholars of 
Islam. These are the "heirs of the Prophet" (peace be upon him). They act upon 
their knowledge. They also pass that knowledge on to others. They order what 
is right and eradicate what is evil. One of the early pious people said about the 
scholars, "If they are not the auliyaa of Allah, then there are no auliyaa of 
Allah." 2 Allah has said about them, 



"Allah will exalt in degree those of you who believe and those who have been 
granted knowledge" (al-Mujaadilah 1 1). 

Allah Defends, Protects and Supports His Auliyaa 

If a person is a wali ("close friend") of Allah, that, in turn, means that 
Allah is also his wali. This is because wali implies closeness and something 
cannot be close to something else without that other object also being close. 
Hence, both Allah and His wali become close to each other. 3 

Hence, Allah is the protector and wali of anyone who is His devoted 
servant and wali. This fact is explicitly stated by Allah in the Quran. Allah 
says, 



' Cf., Mubaarak al-Meeli, Risaalah al-Shirk wa Mudhaahiruhu (Alexandria, Egypt: Maktaba al- 
Imaan, n.d.), p. 122. 

2 Quoted in al-Shaukaani, Qatr, p. 307. 

3 Cf., al-Raazi, vol. 5, p. 11. 
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"Allah is the Protecting Friend (wo//) of those who believe. He brings them out 
of darkness into light. As for those who disbelieve, their patrons (auliyaa) are 
false deities. They bring them out of light into darkness. Such are rightful 
owners of the Fire. They will abide therein" (al-Baqara 257). Allah will 
protect His auliyaa in return for their observance of His laws, commands and 
prohibitions. 

Incorrect and Heretical Concepts of Who is a Wali 

According to Lauh, the above concept of wali was well-known and 
accepted among Muslims before the appearance of some heretical groups, in 
particular the Sufis. 1 This fact is admitted by some modern Sufi writers. 2 
However, the Sufis did not confine their beliefs to the above aspects that are 
confirmed in the Quran and sunnah. 

One of the mistakes of many of the Sufis is that they have confined this 
wide Quranic concept of wali of Allah and have claimed that the auliyaa of 
Allah are but a few special people. According to the correct Islamic beliefs, the 
most superior of the auliyaa of Allah are the prophets and messengers of Allah 
and, after them, the Companions of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon 
him). But many Sufis have come up with the strange idea that wali of Allah is a 
special rank. One poet stated, "The position of the wali in barzakh 1 is below 
the messengers and above the prophets." 

Al-Qushairi, in his well-known Risaalah, a standard work for many 
Sufis, states that the wali worships Allah in such a way that there is no slip or 
gap for any act of disobedience whatsoever. 4 

Lauh's extensive research in this area has made him conclude that their 
goal is to raise the wali to the position of some kind of demi-god. People then 
serve him and worship him. 5 Among some Sufis is the belief that, besides 
being superior to the prophets, the auliyaa also have all of the attributes of 



Hilaal points out that the distortion of the meaning of the term wali started first among the 
Shiah and was adopted and distorted further by the Sufis. This is just one of the areas in which 
there is a historical close bond between the Shiahs and the Sufis. For more on this point, see 
Ibraaheem Hilaal, Introduction to al-Shaukaani, Qatr, pp. 76-117; Ihsaan Ilaahi Dhaheer, Al- 
Tasawwuf: al-Mansha wa al-Masaadir (Lahore, Pakistan: Idaarah Tarjumaan al-Sunnah, 1986), 
pp. 137-275. 

Lauh quotes Abu al-Alaa Afeefi to substantiate his claim. See Muhammad Lauh, Taqdees al- 
Ashkhaas fi al-Fikr al-Soofi (al-Thuqbah, Saudi Arabia: Daaral-Hijrah, 1996), vol. 1, p. 52. 

3 Barzakh is one's life during the time between one's worldly death and the Day of Resurrection. 

4 Abdul Kareem al-Qushairi, Al-Risaalah al-Qushairiyyah (Cairo: Daar al-Kutub al-Hadeetha, 
n.d.), pp. 420-421. Lauh (vol. 1, pp. 57-59) quotes many Sufis who made similar statements. The 
Prophet (peace be upon him) described Umar ibn al-Khattaab as having the greatest insight and 
inspiration. However, Umar himself realized that he could not rely upon that insight. Everything 
he did had to be judged according to the Quran and sunnah. He took advice and consulted with 
his companions to ensure that what he was doing was correct. This further demonstrates that no 
one is ever in a position where he is free from error or is not in need of judging himself according 
to the Quran and sunnah. Cf, ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Maktaba al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 1 3, p. 1 48 . 

5 Lauh, vol. l,p. 57. 
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Allah and the Sufis pray to the auliyaa for aid in this world. This is, of course, 
a type of shirk or associating partners with Allah. 1 

These misconceptions, which are unfortunately not rare among some 
Muslims today, concerning the auliyaa of Allah must be corrected or 
eradicated. The auliyaa of Allah are the people of imaan and taqwa as clearly 
mentioned in the Quran. 

Among the masses, even those who are not openly influenced by 
Sufism, the concept of wali has taken on a strange new meaning. As al-Meeli 
points out, the masses in many parts of the Muslim world consider the fortune- 
tellers, charmers, magicians and others as auliyaa — even if they are known to 
be completely ignorant of the religion, do not pray or fast and are known to 
commit all sorts of sins. The standard is no longer the adherence to the Quran 
and sunnah but the standard is whether or not the person can perform some 
kind of act that will amaze and astound the masses. If he can do that, he is 
considered a wali? 

The Statement is in the Reciprocal Form 

The words lS j ^ i> ("whoever opposes") are in the reciprocal form. In 
other words, they mean whoever has an enmity with a wali, wherein the enmity 
is from both sides. 

This has brought up the following question: How is it that a wali is 
having mutual animosity toward others when a wali should be forgiving and 
patient with those who do him wrong? 

Ibn Hajr replies by saying that animosity is not merely of a worldly 
nature. The animosity described here is related to the kind of animosity that 
stems from the fact that one of the two persons is a wali of Allah, following the 
Quran and sunnah and free of innovations and evil. 3 

It is an obligation upon the believer to love and hate for the sake of 
Allah. This is why the pious person has enmity for these others; on the part of 
the wali, the enmity is solely for the sake of Allah. In this matter, they are 
following the example of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) who 
used to get very upset whenever the laws of Allah were violated. 

Al-Shaukaani states that this kind of religious enmity only exists 
between: one who is following the Prophet (peace be upon him) vis-a-vis an 
innovator, one who is a complete believer vis-a-vis an evildoer, one who is a 

' See Lauh, passim; Abdul Rahmaan Abdul Khaaliq, Al-Fikr al-Sufi fi Dhau al-Kitab wa 
al-Sunnah (Kuwait: Maktaba ibn Taimiya, 1986), p. 38. The Sufis also have many other different 
ranks and orders in their beliefs, all of which have nothing to do with the teachings of the Quran 
and sunnah. Cf., Muhammad Amaan al-Jaami, "Al-Tasawwuf min Saur al-Jsahiliyya," Majallat 
al-Bahooth al-Islaamiya (Riyadh: Daar al-Ifta, Vol. 12, 1405 A.H.), pp. 285-287. 

2 Al-Meeli, pp. 122-123. A great danger that results from this incorrect understanding of wali is 
that such people who perform such tricks may be very impious and they use the people's belief 
that they are auliyaa to get money and other benefits from them. 

3 Cf., ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Maktaba al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 13, p. 144. 



1136 



Hadith #38: "Whoever Shows Enmity to..." 

pious person vis-a-vis an impious person, one who is a scholar vis-a-vis an 
ignorant person or one who is from the devoted servants of Allah vis-a-vis an 
enemy of Allah. 

For example, the people of innovations, in general, hate those people 
who strictly follow the sunnah. Their hatred is solely based on the fact that 
those auliyaa are refusing to follow their innovations and heresies. Their hatred 
is intensified by the fact that many times the innovators know that the people 
who are truly following the Prophet (peace be upon him) have the knowledge 
and information that it takes to refute the people of innovations. Hence, the 
innovators' hatred for the people of the sunnah can be so great that they hate 
them even more than they hate the disbelieving Jews and Christians. 1 

Similarly, the evildoers hate the auliyaa because the auliyaa are 
against what they are doing. The auliyaa try to convince them to stop their 
practices and they also try to convince others not to join in with their evil. 
Furthermore, the auliyaa are reminders to the evildoers of the evil that they are 
doing and how they are supposed to behave with respect to Allah. Hence, the 
evildoers' hatred for the auliyaa is directly related to the fact that the auliyaa 
are obeying Allah and having taqwa? 

According to al-Shaukaani, the enmity that exists between a scholar 
and ignorant person is obvious. The scholar stays away from the ignorant 
person and has enmity toward him due to the latter' s ignorance of the religion, 
his failure to learn the religion and his lacking in applying the religion. 3 

The closer one gets to Allah, the greater he will be envied and hated by 
those who want such blessings but are not willing to strive for them. They 
possess a strong hatred in their hearts for those who sacrifice and earn the love 
of Allah. 

Ibn Hubairah also states that the meaning of this phrase is that the 
person opposes the other only because he is from the auliyaa of Allah. 4 When a 
person does that, then he is deserving of the punishment stated in this hadith. 
This is because he is opposing the auliyaa of Allah simply because they are 
obeying Allah. Hence, in reality, they are not just opposing the auliyaa of 
Allah but they are truly opposing Allah. 

What is Not Meant by This Threat from Allah 

The hadith being explained here is a warning to those who dislike the 
auliyaa of Allah or oppose them simply because they do their best to 
implement and follow the law of Allah. The enmity referred to in this hadith 



1 Cf., al-Shaukaani, Qatr, p. 275. 

2 Cf'., ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Maktaba al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 13, p. 144; al-Shaukaani, Qatr, pp. 273- 
275. 

3 Al-Shaukaani, Qatr, p. 274. 

4 Quoted in ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Maktaba al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 13, p. 144. Also see al-Sindi, Sharh, 
p. 114. 
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does not apply to worldly disputes that may occur between two people who still 
have a love for each other in their hearts. For example, Abu Bakr and Umar 
once disputed with each other, as did al-Abbaas and Ali. At the same time, they 
still loved each other for the sake of Allah and, furthermore, it is clear from the 
Quran and the sunnah that all four of them are from the auliyaa of Allah. 1 

If two believers — two auliyaa or a wali and another person — have a 
dispute wherein each believes that the other has done some wrong, there is no 
harm if they take their dispute to the proper authorities to have their case 
decided. In fact, this is part of the goal of the judicial system in Islam. The 
dispute can be decided in a fair and just matter according to what is evident, 
the issue can be put behind them and there is no need for any hard feelings 
between the two disputants. Neither party should feel any hard feelings for the 
one who decided the matter, as long as the one did so justly based on the 
information placed in front of him. 

However, if a person brings up a case against a wali that is definitely a 
false case and it is just meant to harm the wali, then the warning found in this 
hadith applies to such a person. He is wrongfully harming one of the auliyaa of 
Allah and, hence, Allah will protect His wali. 2 

Al-Haitami points out that the enmity referred to in this hadith does, 
however, include cursing or reviling the believers or not having the proper 
respect for them (such as for the Companions). These types of acts are not 
excused by the shareeah. 3 

"I declare war upon him." 

This is the result of opposing the auliyaa of Allah simply because they 
are obeying Allah. Once again, this expression is in the reciprocal form; in 
other words, the two are going to war against each other. Hence, it implies that 
the person himself is also going to war against Allah. However, how can a 
human go to war against Allah when he is nothing more than Allah's slave? Ibn 
Hajr states that this was stated in this manner in order for the listener to 
understand exactly what is taking place. War is the result of enmity. Enmity is 
the result of differing with another. The goal of war is to destroy the enemy. 
Hence, in other words, this means that the person has exposed himself to being 
destroyed by Allah as a wartime enemy is destroyed by a much greater force. 4 
Obviously, there is no force greater than Allah and there can be no destruction 
like that which Allah can mete out. 

Al-Shaukaani adds that although a human is an insignificant creature 
and should not dare go to war against Allah, his own soul can deceive himself 



1 Cf., ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Maktaba al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 13, p. 144. 

2 Cf., al-Shaukaani, Qatr, pp. 277-281. 

3 Cf., al-Haitami, Fath, p. 270. 

4 Ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Maktaba al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 13, p. 144. 



1138 



Hadith #38: "Whoever Shows Enmity to..." 



and think that he is capable of such a war. Therefore, he goes ahead and 
opposes Allah's auliyaa although he knows that such is hated by Allah.' 

The Importance of Having Love for Allah's/4«//yaaand Its Contrary of Having 
Dislike for Allah's Enemies 

One of the most important characteristic of a believer is his support 
and love for his fellow believers. In another hadith, the Messenger of Allah 
described the attributes possessed by the one who has tasted the sweetness of 
imaan. One of those characteristics is that he loves others solely for the sake of 
Allah. 2 

In the hadith under discussion here, Allah has given a warning to 
anyone who opposes His auliyaa; conversely, this may also be taken as a 
warning to those who support and love the enemies of Allah. Whoever dislikes 
something that Allah likes (such as the believers), opposes Allah. And whoever 
opposes Allah takes Him as his enemy. And whoever takes Allah as his enemy, 
Allah will destroy him. That is established for the one who opposes Allah's 
auliyaa and the opposite is the case for the one who supports believers and 
auliyaa. 

This point is often forgotten by unjust rulers as well as by many 
common Muslims. Many Muslims today prefer or give preference to the 
unbelievers over the believers. Such people should consider that if anyone 
opposes the believers and auliyaa of Allah, then Allah has declared war against 
him. This, of course, means that Allah will destroy him (unless he repents) as 
no one can possibly be victorious when Allah declares war against him. And 
his destruction may occur both in this life and in the Hereafter, not necessarily 
just in the Hereafter. As ibn Hajr pointed out, whoever opposes a wali of Allah 
by either his speech or action or both has left himself open to being destroyed 
by Allah. And Allah will treat him in the same way that a wartime enemy is 
treated. 3 

Allah has promised to defend all of the believers and He protects their 
honor. That is, He does not wish to see them harmed by anyone. Allah says, 



"Lo, Allah defends those who believe" (al-Hajj 38). 

Many people support and love the unbelievers, as opposed to the 
believers, in order to get honor, prestige, worldly benefits and so on. But it is 



1 Al-Shaukaani, Qatr, p. 365. 

2 The complete hadith is: Anas reported that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said, 
"There are three characteristics, if anyone possesses them, he has tasted the sweetness of faith. 
[The three are:] Allah and His messenger are more beloved to him than anything else; he loves a 
person and he loves him solely for the sake of Allah; and he hates to return to kufr in the same 
way that he hates to be thrown into the Fire." (Recorded by al-Bukhari.) 

3 Ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Maktaba al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 13, p. 144. 
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the law of Allah that these dreams are never fulfilled if pursued in that manner. 
In fact, Allah makes it clear that such people are simply hypocrites who lose 
both this life and the Hereafter. Note the following verses from the Quran: 

C^*y^ ] Cr? Cf-^rf^ 1 O^ 4 }^ 1 V 

JL 

diit ^jo^j Ijj^*^. i^au 0 l VI f ^ l5 *»l 




"Let not the believers take the disbelievers for their friends in preference to the 
believers. Whoever does so has no connection with Allah, unless you indeed 
fear a danger from them. And Allah warns you concerning Himself. And to 
Allah is the final return." (ali-Imraan 28). 

"Bear unto the hypocrites the tidings that for them there is a painful doom, 
those who choose disbelievers for their friends instead of believers! Do they 
look for power at their hands? Lo, all power appertains to Allah" (al-Nisaa 
138-9). 

"Might and honor belongs to Allah and to His messenger and the believers; but 
the hypocrites know not" {al-Munaafiqoon 8). 

^j^iL: c LJj! ^j^p Ijo^lj lj_^lf ji-ul L^jIIj 

5.3 j-<J Lj 

"O you who believe! Do not take My enemy and your enemy as a friend, 
showing affection toward them" (al-Mumtahina 1). 
Allah also says, 

^jf^^Tj s^t ijiis- ya; life 

* •! I I * ' v'l ""l i l * ' I ■m/' * * 1 ■ ' ' ' • ' ''T ^ I •» f 

fJiJ! t^J^j ^ aUI f * + L* ^Ls j^S^ p-flj^ cr 4 -? c/»H 'W^J 1 
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"O you who believe, take not the Jews and Christians for friends (auliyaa). 
They are friends one to another. He among you who takes them for friends is 
one of them. Lo, Allah guides not wrongdoing folk. And you see those in 
whose heart is a disease race toward them, saying, 'We fear lest a change of 
fortune befall us.' And it may happen that Allah will vouchsafe unto you the 
victory or a commandment from His presence. Then they will feel remorse for 
their secret thoughts" (al-Maaidah 51-52). Commenting on this verse, 
Maudoodi has written, 

This refers to the condition of the hypocrites during the period 
when the conflict between Islam and kufr had not come to any 
decisive conclusion. Although Islam had become a power by 
dint of the sacrifices of its followers, the opposing forces were 
also very powerful and there were equal chances of the victory 
of either side. The hypocrites, while living among the 
Muslims, wanted to keep good relations with the Jews and 
Christians so that if the conflict ended in the defeat of the 
Muslims, they might safely take refuge with their enemies. 
Then there was also the economic factor; at that time, the Jews 
and the Christians were economically the most powerful 
people in Arabia. The money-lending business was almost 
entirely in their hands and they had a strong economic hold 
upon the people. Moreover, the most fertile regions of Arabia 
were in their possession. This also led the hypocrites to 
preserve their old relations with them. In short, they considered 
it very dangerous to break relations with these people because 
of the conflict between Islam and ku fr, for they feared that it 
might ruin them economically and politically. 1 

A cursory look at history will demonstrate that the enemies of the 
believers have time and again met the same fate. There is a sunnah of Allah or 
a "law of nature" at work here. For example, after the Muslims had ruled Spain 
for centuries, the Muslim rulers began to conspire and work with the Christians 
against their fellow Muslims. Abu Abdullah conspired with Ferdinand against 
his father Muhammad ibn Saad and against his uncle. Abu Abdullah and 
Ferdinand were victorious. Then Ferdinand turned against Abu Abdullah and 
also drove him out of Spain. It was Abu Abdullah who turned over the keys of 
the last Muslim city in Spain to the Christians. Abu Abdullah spent the last 
years of his life in poverty and begging in the streets of North Africa. 



1 Abul Ala Maudoodi, The Meaning of the Quran, vol. 3, pp. 52-3, fn. 84. 
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Another more recent example is the fate of the Russian allies in 
Afghanistan. Leaders such as Dawood Khan, Nur Turaqi and Hafeedhullah 
Ameen were killed by the Russians whenever they were finished using them. 
Some of these Afghani leaders had been members of the Communist Party and 
close associates with the Russians for over twenty years but when their 
usefulness to the Russians came to an end, the Russians killed them. The Shah 
of Iran, the close ally of the West, could hardly find a country to accept him to 
live out the last days of his life in misery. 

The punishment from Allah is not just for the leaders who fall in line 
with the unbelievers but, instead, it applies to anyone who supports the 
unbelievers and shows enmity to the believers. A case in point is ibn Abu 
Dawood who pleaded with the caliph to have Ahmad ibn Hanbal killed. The 
result, though, was that ibn Abu Dawood was the one who met a terrible death 
in this world while to this day Ahmad is still held in high esteem by the 
Muslims. Similarly, many of the people who tortured the Muslims in the 
prisons of Egypt during the 1950's and 1960's have, to this day, psychological 
problems and have troubles coping in this world that they are living in.' 

But the greatest punishment that those who show enmity to the auliyaa 
of Allah will have to face will occur in the Hereafter. Allah says, 

^fc-itf J* Jf^ ^ © ^sjf* ^ Jf^ © 

"On the day when the wrong-doer gnaws his hands, he will say, 'Ah, would 
that I had chosen a way together with the messenger of Allah. Alas for me. Ah, 
would that I had never taken such a one for friend. He verily led me astray from 
the Revelation of Allah after it had reached me.' Satan was ever man's deserter 
in the hour of need" {al-Furqaan 27-29). 

"On the Day when their faces are turned over in the fire, they say, 'Oh would 
that we had obeyed Allah and had obeyed His messenger.' And they say, 'Our 
Lord, we obeyed our leaders and great men, and they misled us from the Way. 



For references for the above historical events concerning Spain, Egypt, Turkey and 
Afghanistan, see al-Jalood, vol. 2, pp. 897-904. 
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Our Lord, give them double torment and curse them with a mighty curse'" 
{al-Ahzaab 66-68). 

"(On the Day) when those who were followed disown those who followed 
them, and they behold the doom, and all their aims collapse with them. And 
those who were but followers will say, 'If a return were possible for us, we 
would disown them even as they have disowned us.' Thus will Allah show 
them their own deeds as anguish for them, and they will not emerge from the 
Fire" {al-Baqara 166-167). 

Supporting or having love for the enemies of Allah will not aid the 
person at all in the Hereafter. He will be like the one who worshipped idols; the 
idols will not benefit him in the Hereafter. Such "Muslims" have practically 
taken the disbelieving people as their idols; they have preferred them to Allah, 
His messenger and the believers. Allah says, 

"He said, 'You have chosen idols instead of Allah. The love between you is 
only in the life of the world. Then on the Day of Resurrection you will deny 
each other and curse each other, and your abode will be the Fire and you will 
have no helpers'" {al-Ankaboot 25). 

Instead, one's love must be for the believers. Allah says, 

OjJ>J oy-^JI Qy*?*-> ji-Ul Ij^U ji-Ulj ^j-jj m (►Xjjj UJI 

"Your friend (wo//) can only be Allah and His messenger and those who 
believe, who establish worship and pay the poor-due, and bow down (in 
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prayer). And whoever takes Allah and His messenger and those who believe 
for friends (will know that), lo, the party of Allah, they are the victorious" 
{al-Maaidah 55-56). 

A Societal Law or Sunnah of Allah 

The importance of attaining Allah's love and giving one's love to 
Allah from the point of view of the society as a whole should also be noted. In 
the Quran, Allah sets down many "laws" which apply to the workings of entire 
communities and societies. One famous law that is quoted by many Muslims is 
from the verse, 




"Allah does not change the condition of a people until they change what is in 
themselves" (al-Rad ll). 1 

Another law that Allah shows in the Quran is that any community of 
Muslims who in fact do not love Allah does not deserve to exist on this earth. 
Furthermore, this love of Allah that they must possess is one that is 
demonstrated by their deeds, including their willingness to sacrifice for the 
sake of Allah. The relevant verse concerning this law is, 




"O you who believe, whoever of you becomes a renegade from his religion, 
know that in his stead Allah will bring a people whom He loves and who love 
Him, humble toward the believers, stern toward the disbelievers, striving in the 
way of Allah and not the reproach of any one who reproaches" (al-Maaidah 
54). 2 This verse shows that if the Muslim community turns away from the 



Commenting on this verse, Jaudat Saeed wrote, "[The verse makes clear] that this is a societal 
sunnah (Maw of Allah') and not one that refers to individuals. The word 'people' [in the verse] 
means a plural or a community... One should not understand from the verse that it is referring to 
specific individuals. The proof for that is that Allah did not say, 'Verily Allah does not change the 
condition of a person until he changes what is in himself...' The person should keep this point in 
mind. It is not a condition that Allah will change the condition of a person if he changes what is 
in himself as it is similarly not a condition that Allah will not change the condition of a person if 
he does not change himself..." Jaudat Saeed, Hatta Yughayyir ma bi-Anfusihim (Damascus, 
1984), p. 38. 

2 Allah ends the verse with the words, "Such is the grace of Allah which He gives unto whom He 
wills. Allah is Ail-Embracing, All-Knowing." This means that it is a wonderful grace to be given 
the love of Allah and that Allah is All-Embracing but All-Knowing at the same time and knows 
who deserves this great blessing and who does not deserve it. 
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religion of Allah, does not love Allah, is not soft to the believers nor stern 
against the unbelievers, nor does it strive in the way of Allah without any fear 
of any harm, then it does not deserve to be left to exist and Allah will change 
that community and bring another people who do fit that description. 

Actually all of the deeds mentioned in this verse are simply an 
extension of having a love for Allah and, if a community is without those 
characteristics, it is a clear sign that they do not truly love Allah. Loving Allah 
also implies loving those things that Allah loves and disliking those things that 
Allah dislikes. Put into practice, this would include being soft and loving 
toward His believers and stern toward those who do not believe in Him. 
Similarly, when this love is put into action, it implies the willingness to stand 
up or sacrifice for the sake of the Beloved. 

This verse from surah al-Maaidah is, in fact, closely related to the 
hadith under discussion here. The beginning of this hadith qudsi states, 
"Whoever shows enmity to a friend (Ar., wali) of Mine, I shall be at war with 
him." The verse in question states the law for the community as a whole but 
this hadith states the same law for the individual. In the former case, the 
community will be removed by a new community and, in the latter case, the 
individual will have Allah declare war upon him which means that he will be 
ruined. So in this case, the destruction of those who oppose the true believers 
while giving wala or love and loyalty to the unbelievers (as opposed to the 
believers) is not just a societal sunnah ("law of creation") but it applies to the 
individual also. 

"My servant does not draw near to Me with anything more loved by Me than 
the religious duties I have imposed upon him." 

After mentioning that no one should oppose the devoted servants of 
Allah, Allah then gives a description of those devoted servants or auliyaa. The 
root of the word al-mawaala (from which the word auliyaa is derived) is "to 
come closer". 1 Therefore, the real "devoted servants" or auliyaa of Allah are 
those who work to get closer to Allah by performing the deeds that take them 
closer to Him; and the true enemies of Allah are those who go farther away 
from Allah by performing those deeds that take them farther away from Him. 

It is clear from this hadith that those who claim to love Allah and claim 
to get closer to Allah but at the same time do not follow the commands of 
Allah as stated by His messenger are actually lying — either to themselves out 
of ignorance or knowingly to everyone. This was the case with the polytheists 
who claimed to be getting closer to Allah by worshipping the intercessors that 
they invented. Allah says, 



1 While the opposite of that, al-muaadat, means to "go farther away". 
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l. ;i^j)f ^jji ^ y&*$ <j*$b ^uji ^aji Jj f 

"Surely pure religion is for Allah only. And those who choose protecting 
friends beside Him (say): We worship them only that they may bring us near 
unto Allah. Lo, Allah will judge between them concerning that wherein they 
differ. Lo, Allah guides not him who is a liar, an ingrate" (al-Zumar 3). 

The same is true for the Jews and Christians who claim to be the 
beloved "children" of God while at they same time they deny the messengers of 
God and the clear teachings of those messengers as found in their own 
scriptures. Allah says about them, 

ijj yL; J 'd* J* p$ Ur* ^ ^ 

* _ 

"The Jews and Christians say: We are sons of Allah and His loved ones. Say: 
Why then does He chastise you for your sins? No, you are but mortals of His 
creating. He forgives whom He wills and chastises whom He wills. Allah's is 
the Sovereignty of the heavens and the earth and all that is between them. And 
unto Him is the journeying. O people of the scripture, now has Our messenger 
come to you to make things plain after an interval (of cessation) of the 
messengers, lest you should say: There came not unto us a messenger of cheer 
nor one who warned. Now has a messenger of cheer and one who warns come 
unto you. Allah is able to do all things" (al-Maaidah 18-19). 

Al-Shaukaani points out that the term, "getting closer" to Allah implies 
that the action is being done with pure sincerity. This is because if a person 
does not worship Allah purely and sincerely, he cannot be considered getting 
closer to Allah. He then says that a person who performs the obligatory deeds 
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only to avoid the punishment from Allah has not performed the deed in the best 
manner that will take him closest to Allah. 1 

The Importance of Obligatory Deeds 

This hadith makes it clear that the most important deeds that a person 
can perform to take himself closer to Allah are the deeds that Allah Himself 
has made obligatory upon His servants. Allah is the One who determined that 
His slaves must perform these deeds and, as is made clear here, He is most 
pleased by those deeds. 2 

Previously, based on a verse from the Quran, there was a discussion of 
three categories of Allah's auliyaa. However, another way of categorizing the 
auliyaa can be found in this particular hadith. In this manner, the auliyaa are 
divided into two groups: those who perform the obligatory deeds and those 
who perform both the obligatory deeds as well as the voluntary deeds.. 

As just mentioned, the first group gets closer to Allah by fulfilling the 
obligatory duties. This includes avoiding the forbidden deeds as that is a type 
of obligation from Allah. These are known as the "companions of the right 
hand" (see al-Waaqiah 38). The performance of the obligatory duties is 
important and beloved to Allah. Umar ibn al-Khattaab said, "The most virtuous 
deed is to perform the deeds Allah has made obligatory and remain away from 
what Allah has forbidden accompanied with a pure intention in Allah's sight." 4 
Umar ibn Abdul Azeez also said, "The best acts of worship is the fulfilling of 
what is obligatory and the abstaining from what is forbidden." 5 In fact, Allah 
has made those deeds obligatory upon the believer in order for the believer to 
get closer to Allah and to earn Allah's pleasure and mercy. 

The obligatory deeds are like the foundation or roots while the 
voluntary deeds are like the branches. If a person first fulfills those 
foundations, he is demonstrating his foundation of being willing to submit to 
Allah. Hence, that is the best way that he earns his Lord's approval. 6 
However, if one does not first fulfill those deeds that Allah has made 
obligatory, one does not demonstrate his willingness to submit and obey 



1 Al-Shaukaani, Qatr, p. 369. 

2 The obligatory deeds referred to here, according to ibn Hajr, include both the deeds that are 
obligatory on the individuals as well as those deeds that are obligatory on the community as a 
whole. Ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Maktaba al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 13, p. 145. 

3 The prohibition of adultery, for example, is actually an obligation to avoid adultery. Many 
scholars even consider avoiding sins more important than performing the obligatory deeds. This 
is based on the hadith, discussed earlier in this collection, "When I order you to do something, 
then do what you can of it. And if I forbid you something, then do not go near it." (Recorded by 
al-Bukhari.) 

4 Quoted in ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 336. 

5 Quoted in ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 336. 

6 Cf, ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Maktaba al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 13, p. 145. 
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whatever Allah has ordered. Therefore, the first step must be the fulfillment of 
the obligatory duties. 

Some people do not seem to understand that Allah obligated specific 
deeds as a mercy to the believers. By performing the obligatory deeds the 
person actually comes closer to Allah and becomes a better person. 1 Allah says, 
for example, about the prayers, 



"Verily the prayers restrain one from evil and lewdity" {al-Ankaboot 45). And 
about the fast, 



"O you who believe, fasting has been prescribed for you as it was prescribed 
for those before you in order for you to attain God-consciousness (taqwa)" {al- 
Baqara 183). 

About the zakat, Allah has said, 



"Take alms from their wealth in order to purify them and sanctify them by that" 
{al-Tauba 103). 

One of the deeds that brings the person closest to Allah is the prayer. 
Allah says in the Quran, 



"But prostrate yourself and draw near (unto Allah)" {al-Alaq 1 9). The Prophet 
(peace be upon him) also said 



"The closest a servant is to his Lord is when he is prostrating." (Recorded by 
Muslim.) 

The obligatory deeds first and foremost include the obligatory deeds of 
the heart. These include having a pure intention, being honest and sincere, 
having patience, being repentant, being free of envy and hatred toward the 
believers, being free of pride and arrogance, being free of superstitions and so 
forth. 2 



This point was discussed in more detail in the commentary to Hadith Number 3. 
2 Cf.,Hilaal, pp. 145-146. 
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"My servant continues to draw near to Me with supererogatory works so 

that I shall love him." 

The Importance of Voluntary Deeds 

As alluded to earlier, the second group moves even closer to Allah by 
not only fulfilling the obligatory duties but by also additionally performing the 
voluntary deeds (and these are numerous). When a person performs the 
obligatory deeds, he demonstrates his willingness to submit to Allah. In 
addition, he is doing what he needs to do to protect himself from Allah's 
punishment. However, if on top of those deeds he also performs voluntary 
deeds, this demonstrates his sincerity to Allah and his true willingness to please 
Allah. This is no longer a matter of fulfilling a command from Allah or 
rescuing oneself from punishment. Now one is doing the acts to get even closer 
and become more beloved to Allah. ' 

Ibn Hajr points out that, in general, a person becomes beloved to 
another by doing more than the minimum or doing more than what is simply 
required. If a person, for example, returns money to another person and he also 
gives him some presents in addition, he is usually more beloved to the other 
person than the one who simply returned the money. The same aspect is true 
with respect to Allah, in a manner, of course, that is befitting of Allah and free 
of any imperfections. 2 

The performance of voluntary deeds also includes staying away from 
the disliked acts. These people exert themselves to come even closer to their 
beloved Lord by performing more deeds of obedience for His sake and staying 
away from the acts that are simply disapproved of. 

There is ample evidence showing that the truly pious person must stay 
away from those things that are simply disliked (that is, not strictly forbidden) 
as well as those matters that are simply doubtful. The Prophet (peace be upon 
him) said, 

' ',,4 Wi* '•"is**' f J o 



1 Al-Nawawi (Sharh al-Arbaeen, p. 143) states that the meaning of Allah loving someone is that 
Allah wants good for that person. He and others have made similar statements because they are 
not willing to accept the fact that Allah could have love for someone, as love implies some 
emotions that are befitting humans but not befitting Allah. There is no need for such 
interpretations. Allah loves His auliyaa. That is a true love but it is also a love that is becoming 
of Allah and it does not have the deficiencies that a human love has. 

2 Ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Maktaba al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 13, p. 145. 
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"Place between you and the forbidden acts a covering [or barrier] of 
permissible acts." 1 In another hadith found in this collection of al-Nawawi, the 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) stated, 

"Leave what makes you doubt for what does not make you doubt." 2 

Also the Prophet (peace be upon him) said, in yet another hadith in this 
collection by al-Nawawi, 

dp vf ^ ^ 05 Stf ~ gs a ^ a> ^ 

"That which is lawful is plain and that which is unlawful is plain and between 
the two of them are doubtful [or ambiguous] matters about which not many 
people are knowledgeable. Thus, he who avoids these doubtful matters clears 
himself in regard to his religion and his honor. But he who falls into the 
doubtful matters falls into that which is unlawful like the shepherd who 
pastures around a sanctuary, all but grazing therein. Verily every king has a 
sanctuary and Allah's sanctuary is His prohibitions." (Recorded by al-Bukhari, 
Muslim and others.) 

Unfortunately, too many people consider the "legal" definition of 
makrooh (a disliked act), which states that it is an act that the person will be 
rewarded for avoiding and will not be punished for committing, and consider it 
permissible to engage in such actions. But the pious Muslim must look beyond 
such a legal definition and consider the act from another point of view: what is 
the value of that act in Allah's sight. When looked at from this angle, the 
nature of the disliked acts, although they are not forbidden, radically changes. 
The person who is seeking the love of Allah can place no value in such acts 
and can receive no joy or benefit from performing them. Therefore, he does his 
best to remain away from them although, according to the jurists, they are not 
strictly forbidden. 



Recorded by ibn Hibbaan. Al-Albaani declared it sahih. See al-Albaani, Silsilat al-Ahadeeth 
al-Saheeha, vol. 2, p. 594-596. 

2 Recorded by Ahmad, al-Tirmidhi and ibn Hibbaan. This was Hadith Number 1 1 of this 
collection. 
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Furthermore, when a person involves himself in the disliked deeds, he 
may very easily fall into committing the forbidden acts. The case is different 
with those people who avoid even the disliked deeds. If these people should 
slip, as all humans are apt to do, then, most likely, they will simply slip into the 
disliked deeds and not fall all the way to those deeds that are greatly hated by 
Allah. 

Another important aspect of the voluntary deeds that, unfortunately, 
some people tend to forget or neglect is that they make up for the shortcomings 
of the obligatory deeds that the person performs. It can be argued that very few 
Muslims, if any, perform the prayer in the manner that they are supposed to 
perform it. Many Muslims move about while praying, fidgeting with their 
clothing, looking here and there. And, more importantly, for many of them, 
their hearts are not attuned to the prayers. Satan comes to them and makes them 
think about almost everything except what they should be concentrating on in 
their prayers. Again, this is the case with many Muslims, even with some who 
are righteous. But the difference between the righteous and the lackadaisical 
Muslims is that the righteous make up for such shortcomings by performing 
voluntary prayers (or deeds in general) that take them closer to Allah. In 
another hadith of the Prophet (peace be upon him), it is clear that this principle 
is true for all of the actions that a person performs. Abu Huraira reported that 
the Messenger of Allah said, 



"The first deeds for which the slave of Allah will be held accountable on the 
Day of Judgment will be his prayers. If they are in order, he will have 
prospered and been successful. But if they are wanting, he will have failed and 
been a loser. If there is some shortcoming in his obligatory prayers, the Lord 
will say, 'See if My slave has any voluntary prayers with which may be 
completed that which was wanting in his obligatory prayers.' Then the rest of 
his deeds will be judged in like fashion."' 

Therefore, it is no wonder that such people, who perform the voluntary 
deeds (which includes staying away from the disliked deeds), receive the love 
of Allah in both this life and in the Hereafter. Allah says about such a servant, 



Recorded by al-Tinnidhi and others. According to al-Albaani, it is sahih. See al-Albaani, 
Saheeh al-Jaami, vol. 1 , p. 405. 
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"My servant continues to draw near to Me with supererogatory works so that I 
shall love him." 

In this hadith, Allah describes those persons who have earned His love. 
This makes this a most important hadith. This is the goal of the true believers: 
to gain the love, mercy, pleasure and forgiveness of Allah. In other words, the 
goal is to become a wali of Allah. Unfortunately, some Muslims do not seem to 
realize what a great blessing this achievement is. No one can take the person's 
religion or Allah's love from him. It is, indeed, the greatest blessing. Anyone, 
by Allah's leave, may destroy whatever another person possesses and prizes of 
this world. But no one can ever touch his religion and his relationship to Allah. 

This love of Allah leads to all the good in the heavens and the earth. 
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said, 



U>}VI ui Sj# if 

"If Allah loves a slave, He announces to Gabriel, 'Verily Allah loves so and so, 
so love him.' Then Gabriel loves him and he announces to the inhabitants of 
the heavens, 'Verily Allah loves so and so, so love him.' Then the inhabitants 
of the heavens love him. And then he is granted the acceptance of the people 
on earth." (Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.) 

Allah Himself will never take this special relationship and love away 
from the person as long as that person is sincere to Allah. Indeed, in His ever 
abundant mercy to His creatures, He turns to them whenever they turn to Him. 
This is made clear in another hadith qudsi in which Allah says, 
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"I am as My servant expects Me to be. I am with him when he makes mention 
of Me. If he makes mention of Me to himself, I make mention of him to 
Myself. And if he makes mention of Me in an assembly, I make mention of him 
in an assembly better than it. And if he draws near to Me a hand's span, I draw 
near to him a forearm's length. And if he draws near to Me a forearm's length, 
I draw near to him an arm's length. And if he comes to Me walking, I go to him 
at speed." (Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.) 
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When a believer gets to that state, then all the minor things of this life 
become irrelevant. Any harm that should come to him, any worldly disaster or 
the like thereof, will not mean anything to him as long as he knows that by his 
actions he is pleasing Allah. 

Many unbelievers of today are fond of saying, "As long as I have my 
health I cannot complain," but to the true believer even his health is not of 
everlasting importance. Indeed, to him, his health is simply an important 
resource and blessing from Allah to be used for the sake of Allah. 1 But if his 
health and everything else of this world is taken from him and he is left in a 
most miserable condition, he will still have happiness as long as he knows that 
the deeds that he is performing are those that Allah wants him to perform. 2 

This puts the believer on a completely different level from the rest of 
humanity who are not blessed with the knowledge of their Lord and Creator. 
This level comes when the person tastes the sweetness of faith, when he comes 
to realize and experience the real meaning of "There is no one worthy of 
worship except Allah." This sweetness of faith is a type of paradise in this 
world, as ibn Taimiya once said, "There is a paradise in this world and the one 
who does not enter it will not enter the paradise in the next world." This 
paradise is that which is achieved by performing the obligatory deeds followed 
by the voluntary deeds, all done for the sake of Allah and according to the 
revelation from Allah. 

Allah's Mercy as Exhibited in the Voluntary Deeds 

Allah, the Creator and Fashioner of humans, has obligated certain 
deeds. Those are deeds that are needed by all humans for the purification of 
their souls. Beyond those deeds, though, Allah has left the door wide open for 
individuals to concentrate on those deeds that they are most inclined to. For 
example, some people are dedicated to the voluntary prayers. They receive 
great increases in their faith and benefit from them. They feel sorrow whenever 
they miss those prayers. Hence, they tend to them to the best of their ability. 
Those voluntary prayers — in addition to the general obligatory deeds — may 



Of course, given that it is such an important need for the one who wants to strive and work for 
the sake of Allah, it becomes obligatory upon that believer to preserve his health as this will help 
him become a stronger worker for the sake of Allah. 

2 The essence of this point is demonstrated in the Prophet's supplication to Allah, "O Allah, give 
us certainty [in faith] such that it would make the hardships of this world easy upon us... And do 
not make our trials related to our religion..." [Recorded by al-Tirmidhi. According to al-Albaani, 
it is hasan. See al-Albaani, Sahih Sunan al-Tirmidhi, vol. 3, p. 1 68.] The greatest harm that could 
come to any Muslim is the type of trial that could affect his relationship with Allah and because 
of his own shortcomings make him a weaker Muslim. The Prophet has instructed, by example, 
that the Muslim should ask Allah to keep him safe from such a trial. And the first part of the 
supplication demonstrates that the person with a firm faith will be able to face any trial related to 
this world. 
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be the way that they get closer to Allah. It may be the key to them entering 
Paradise. Others may be attracted to fasting, charity or the pilgrimage. 

There are others who are more inclined to doing good toward others. 
They perform the obligatory deeds and then beyond that they spend their time 
tending to others' needs. Those good voluntary deeds bring them closer to 
Allah and more beloved to Him. Yet others are attracted to voluntary jihad, 
teaching the religion, calling non-Muslims to Islam and so forth. When these 
people tend to those matters, they become the key by which they come closer to 
Allah and enter Paradise. Someone else might do a little of all of the different 
types of voluntary deeds and that is what makes him beloved to Allah.' 

This reality is all by the mercy of Allah. Beyond the obligatory deeds, 
people are free to pursue those good voluntary deeds that they are most 
attracted to. There are so many areas of voluntary deeds that it seems 
inconceivable that a person could not find some voluntary deed or deeds that 
he would like to perform in order to get closer to Allah. Allah's path to 
paradise is wide enough to accommodate all of those different leanings. 
However, this is all dependent on the individual first fulfilling, in general, the 
obligatory deeds. If the person does not do that, then he may not be on the 
straight path at all. 

A Possible Source of Confusion 

It seems that this hadith is saying that the most beloved deeds to Allah 
are the obligatory deeds but a person does not become beloved to Allah until he 
performs the voluntary deeds. It seems that a person should become beloved to 
Allah simply by the performance of the obligatory deeds without any need to 
also perform voluntary deeds. 

This point has been clarified by a number of commentators. Ibn Hajr, 
for example, responds by saying that what is meant by the voluntary deeds here 
are those deeds that complement and complete the obligatory deeds. 2 In other 
words, as was noted earlier, it is by the voluntary deeds that one truly 
completes and fulfills the shortcomings in the obligatory deeds. Hence, the 
obligatory deeds are never really completed without the voluntary deeds. 
Therefore, it is through the two of them that one becomes beloved to Allah. 

That response, though, does not seem satisfactory. Indeed, al- 
Shaukaani has gone to great lengths to show that it is not the correct 
explanation. He states that a person performs the obligatory deeds because he 
knows that they are obligatory and if he does not perform them, he may be 
punished. That, in itself, is sufficient to drive him to perform those deeds. As 
for the voluntary deeds, he knows that there is not going to be any punishment 



1 Cf., Quoted by Fareed (pp. 30-31) from Muhammad ibn al-Qayyim, Tareeq al-Hijratain, p. 
179. 

2 Ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Maktaba al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 1 3, p. 145. 
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awaiting him if he does not perform them. When he performs the voluntary 
deeds, he is doing so simply to get closer to Allah and not because they are a 
must upon him. Hence, he is doing them out of his love to get closer to Allah. 
The reward for that deed is a special love from Allah, even though the 
obligatory deeds receive a greater reward. 

Like ibn Hajr before him, al-Shaukaani also states that such a 
phenomenon can be witnessed among humans. Suppose a person has two 
slaves or servants. The first of them fulfills what the master requires of him. 
Therefore, the master is pleased with him because he has no shortcoming in his 
performance. However, the second one does what his master asks of him and, 
beyond that, he does other things that he knows that his master would like. The 
only reason he does those deeds is because he knows that they are pleasing to 
his master. The master then will be pleased with the second slave and he will 
also have a special love for him due to those extra actions that he is 
performing. 

This is the love, al-Shaukaani argues, that this hadith is referring to. It 
is the additional love that Allah bestows upon a person for doing deeds that 
Allah has not obligated of him. The slave is doing more than what is required 
of him simply to please Allah more. Therefore, this is a different type of love. 
The one who performs the obligatory deeds is beloved to Allah. There is no 
question about that. But the one who goes beyond that is even more beloved to 
Allah and gets the special love from Allah that is described herein. Hence, 
there are two types of love that come about due to two different cause. But, it 
should not be forgotten, that the first cause is a prerequisite for the second type 
of love. In other words, if a person does not perform the obligatory deeds, he 
will not receive the first or second type of love, even if he performs numerous 
voluntary deeds. 1 

The result of this second type of love is what is described in the 
following portion of the hadith: Allah becomes the person's hearing by which 
he hears and so forth. 

"When I love him, I am his hearing with which he hears, his seeing with 
which he sees, his hand with which he strikes, and his foot with which he 

walks." 2 

The most obvious question that arises from these words of the hadith 
is: How does Allah become a person's hearing, seeing and so forth? This 
question has been answered in a number of ways. Ibn Hajr presents seven 
different interpretations for this passage. 3 There are yet others that ibn Hajr did 



1 Al-Shaukaani, Qatr, pp. 419-421. 

2 Other versions of the same hadith state that Allah also becomes, "his heart with which he 
reflects and his tongue with which he speaks." 

3 Ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Maktaba al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 13, pp. 146-147. 
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not mention. These include the following (note that some of them may be 
overlapping): 

(1) It is a kind of metaphor. Its meaning is, "I become like his seeing 
and hearing with respect to his being influenced by My command. He loves to 
obey Me in a way as strong as his love for the limbs of his body." Al- 
Shaukaani states that this interpretation is far-fetched. It requires a severe 
twisting of the meaning of the words and it also contradicts another narration 
which states, "And by Me he hears and by Me he sees." 1 

(2) The person's whole being becomes busy with what is related to 
Allah. Hence, he never listens to anything except what is pleasing to Allah. He 
never looks at anything except what is pleasing to Allah and so forth. This is 
the understanding of al-Khattaabi and al-Daawoodi. Al-Shaukaani states that 
this is better than the first interpretation. 2 

(3) The person makes Allah his goal and purpose and, therefore, it is as 
if Allah has become the person's hearing, seeing and so forth. Al-Shaukaani 
argues that this interpretation makes no sense. It virtually robs the phrases of 
the hadith from any significance whatsoever. For example, there would be no 
significance in mentioning leg and hand if this were the correct interpretation. 3 

(4) Allah supports His wali in the same way that a person uses his 
hands and legs to fight his enemy. According to al-Toofi, there is agreement 
among the scholars who are respected that this hadith is allegorical and it is in 
reference to Allah's helping and supporting His wali. Al-Shaukaani, though, 
argues that Allah is much greater than being compared to the weak arms and 
legs that a human possesses to fight off his enemy. Allah's help is much greater 
than what an individual could ever possibly muster by those limbs. 4 

(5) Allah protects the person's hearing to the point that he only hears 
what is good and pleasing to Allah. This interpretation requires taqdeer 
(assuming some missing words) and is, in essence, similar to the second 
interpretation stated above. 

(6) A sixth meaning is a little more detailed than the fifth. In this 
interpretation, Allah becomes what the person listens to or hears, sees and so 
forth. In other words, the person only listens to "My remembrance"; he only 
finds pleasure in reciting "My book"; he only sees the splendor of "My 
creation" and so forth. Al-Shaukaani finds this interpretation even more far- 
fetched than the previous interpretation. He argues that if this is the 
understanding, what is one going to say about Allah becoming the person's leg 
and hand? Furthermore, he argues, this interpretation is not compatible with 
other authentic narrations of this hadith. 5 



1 Al-Shaukaani, Qatr, p. 428. 

2 Al-Shaukaani, Qatr, p. 429. 

3 Al-Shaukaani, Qatr, p. 429. 

4 Al-Shaukaani, Qatr, p. 429. 

5 Al-Shaukaani, Qatr, p. 430. 
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(7) A seventh interpretation, that ibn Hajr ascribes to al-Khattaabi, is 
that these words refer to how quickly Allah responds to such a person's 
supplications which he makes by means of the limbs mentioned in this hadith. 
Al-Shaukaani quickly brushes this interpretation aside by saying that it has no 
relevance to the wording of the hadith itself. 1 

(8) An eighth interpretation is given by Muhammad Rasheed Ridha. 
According to him, this hadith implies that Allah turns evil and lewdness away 
from His wali. He guides His wali to what pleases Him. It is by this guidance 
and blessing that a person now hears, sees, grasps, walks and ponders. He no 
longer follows his desires and lusts but he follows that guidance coming from 
Allah. 2 

(9) In this author's view, ibn Rajab's explanation seems to be one of 
the best. According to him, 

Whenever anyone strives to get close to Allah by performing 
the obligatory deeds and then the voluntary deeds, he will 
come closer to Him and it will raise him from the degree of 
faith to the degree of ihsaarv' and he will begin to worship 
Allah with an aura of [His] presence and watching as if he is 
seeing Him and his heart is filled with the recognition of Allah, 
His love, His grandeur, fear of Him, reverence for Him and His 
greatness. He will become delighted by His presence and crave 
turning to Him until his heart is so filled with the clear 
recognition of Him that it will be as if he is seeing Him with 
his eyes. 4 

When the heart is filled with the greatness of Allah, there is no room in 
the heart for anything else. The slave gets to a point where he abandons his 
own desires and cravings and only desires those things that Allah is pleased 
with. At that time, when he looks, he looks for the sake of Allah; when he 
speaks, he speaks for the sake of Allah; when he listens, he listens for the sake 
of Allah. This seems to be a plausible meaning for Allah's words in this hadith, 
"I am his hearing with which he hears, his seeing with which he sees, his hand 
with which he strikes..." 

Allah describes the pious people for whom He becomes their eyes, ears 
and so on, in the Quran. They are the type of people who do not even turn to 
the evil that they see. They are completely numb to the effects of others' sins. 
This does not mean that they do not fulfill their duty of ordering good and 
eradicating evil but it means that they cannot even be tempted by the evil 
around them. Allah says about them in the Quran, 



1 Al-Shaukaani, Qatr, p. 433. 

2 Quoted by Hilaal, p. 435. 

3 In the famous hadith of the Angel Gabriel, the Prophet (peace be upon him) defined ihsasn as, 
"Worshipping Allah as if you see Him and, [although] you do not see Him, [you know] that He 
sees you." That is Hadith Number 2 in this collection. 

4 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 345-346. 
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"And when they hear vanity, they withdraw from it and say: Unto us our works 
and unto you your works. Peace be unto you. We desire not the ignorant" 
(al-Qasas 55). And, 

^3 J* hfi^H CL*^ J*~$ *ty 

"The faithful slaves of the Beneficent are those who walk on the earth 
modestly and when the foolish ones address them answer: Peace" (al-Furqaan 
63). 

This refers to the real essence of pure tauheed. The complete meaning 
of "/a ilaaha illa-llaah" means that the person devotes all of his love, hope, 
fear and obedience to Allah only. If the person's heart is completely filled with 
this tauheed, then there is no love or hatred left in his heart save the love for 
that which Allah loves and the hatred for that which Allah hates. When a 
person reaches that state, all of his actions will be in the service and obedience 
of Allah. In fact, sins only arise when the person loves something Allah hates 
or dislikes something Allah loves — even if just for a fleeting moment. At 
moments like that, the person will commit a sin; that is, he will perform an act 
which is not pleasing to Allah. He will, at that moment, prefer the desires of his 
own soul over the love and fear of Allah. This is actually a type of deficiency 
with respect to the complete and obligatory tauheed. 1 

(10) Al-Shaukaani offers his own interpretation and supports it with a 
great deal of evidence. He says that the meaning is that Allah supports those 
limbs mentioned in this hadith by His Light. By this Light, Allah makes bright 
the path of guidance for the person. The Quran states that Allah is the Light of 
the heavens and the earth. Furthermore, the Prophet (peace be upon him) used 
to make the following supplication in his prayers, 



1 Cf., ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, pp. 345-348. Unfortunately, ibn Rajab, to substantiate some of the 
points made above, quotes the hadith, "Whoever spends the morning and his thoughts are on 
other than Allah, then he is not from Allah [that is, from the beloved of Allah]." It is amazing that 
ibn Rajab who was very knowledgeable in hadith would quote such a hadith. The hadith is 
actually very weak or fabricated and he should not have recorded it. See Muhammad Naasir 
al-Deen al-Albaani, Silsilat al-Ahadeeth al-Dhaeefa (Beirut: al-Maktab al-Islaami, 1 398 A. H.) , 
vol. 2, pp. 320-323. 
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"O Allah, place light in my heart, light in my sight, light in my hearing, light on 
my right side, light on my left side, light above me, light below me, light in 
front of me and light behind me. And make for me a light." (Recorded by al- 
Bukhari and Muslim.) 

There is nothing to prevent Allah from supporting His servant by His 
light such that the person becomes clean of the impurities of this animal life 
and walks on a plane that is more akin with the spiritual world. He hears by 
Allah's light. He sees by Allah's light. He grasps by Allah's light. He walks by 
Allah's light. Such an occurrence is not inconceivable with respect to Allah. 

This means that the true wali hears with the help of light from Allah. 
Hence, he does not hear like others hear. With respect to sensory matters, for 
example, he senses aspects that the others simply do not sense. With respect to 
the limbs, for example, they now have strength or ability that goes beyond what 
most people have. 

This interpretation, al-Shaukaani also argues, is most consistent with 
the other authentic narrations of this hadith that state, "By Me he hears, by Me 
he sees, by Me he grasps and by Me he walks." 1 

The Path of Purification According to the Sunnah of the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) 

This hadith describes how the person becomes beloved to Allah. In 
reality, this hadith, therefore, is describing how a person can purify himself. It 
is by purification of one's soul and heart that one becomes close to Allah and 
becomes truly successful. As Allah says, 

"The Day [of Judgment] whereon neither wealth nor sons will avail, except 
him who comes to Allah with a clean, sound heart" {al-Shuaraa 88-89). 
Elsewhere, after stating ten different oaths, Allah says, 

"Certainly, one who purifies himself has succeeded. And certainly one who 
corrupts himself has failed" {al-Shams 9-10). 

The purification of the soul is one of the main reasons for which the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) was sent. Allah says in the Quran, 



1 Al-Shaukaani, Qatr, pp. 433-435. 
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"He it is who sent among the unlettered ones a messenger from among 
themselves, reciting to them His verses, purifying them, and teaching them the 
Book and the Sunnah. And, verily, they had been in manifest error" (al-Jumuah 
2). This purification of the soul is, obviously, for the benefit of the human 
himself. It does not help or benefit Allah in the least. 

Since the Prophet (peace be upon him) was sent to purify the souls of 
the people, there can be no question that his method of purification of the soul 
is the method that is approved by Allah and that is pleasing to Allah. 

The path espoused by the Quran and sunnah is very clear and open for 
every human to follow. It basically is comprised of three components: 

(1) The first step on the road to purification of the soul is to purify 
one's beliefs and heart from any form of shirk or associating partners with 
Allah. One's heart must possess the minimum of tauheed as described and 
discussed in the commentary to Hadith Number 2. Allah has said in the Quran, 




"O believers! Verily, the polytheists are impure" (al-Tauba 28). This is a 
spiritual impurity — which is the opposite of purification of the soul — and not 
a physical impurity. 

A hadith qudsi states, 

^> tf* *A. ^ J-i y fJkM £ ^JiJ\ J& 4 

"I am the most self-sufficient and am in no need of having a partner. Whoever 
does a deed for My sake as well as for someone [or something] else will have 
that action rejected by Me with the one he associates [with Allah]." (Recorded 
by Muslim.) 

This was the first step that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) 
took in purifying the souls of his Companions. Indeed, he was in Makkah for 
thirteen years virtually giving nothing but the message of tauheed. The heart 
must be purified first with tauheed before one can truly move on to anything 
else. If that is not done first, then all of the following steps will be in vain. 

(2) The second obligatory step in purifying the soul and becoming 
beloved to Allah is the performance of the deeds that Allah has made 
obligatory upon the believers. (This goes hand in hand with the increase in 
imaan and tauheed.) This point is made very clearly in this hadith. Allah has 
said, "My servant does not draw near to Me with anything more loved by Me 
than the religious duties I have imposed upon him." 
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As has already been stated, these obligatory acts help purify the person 
and rectify his behavior. The five daily prayers, the fasting of the month of 
Ramadhaan and the giving of zakat, for example, all help in purifying the 
person. Remaining away from adultery, alcohol and interest — to remain away 
from such acts is obligatory — all are necessary steps to keep a person pure and 
reformed. 

Al-Toofi stated, 

The order to perform the obligatory duties is a strict one. The 
one who does not perform them falls into punishment. On both 
of these matters, the case of the voluntary deeds is different. 
They are similar to the obligatory deeds in that in both of them 
one earns a reward. However, the obligatory deeds are more 
complete. For that reason, they are more beloved to Allah and 
take one closer to Him. The obligatory deeds are like the 
foundation while the voluntary deeds are like the branches and 
the building. If a person fulfills the obligatory deeds in the way 
that they are commanded to be fulfilled, with proper respect 
and esteem by submitting to Him and demonstrating the 
greatness of His Lordship and submission of His worship, one 
gets closer to Him in the greatest way. 1 

(3) The third step in the purification of one's soul is the performance of 
the voluntary deeds after one has attended to the deeds that are obligatory upon 
him. These deeds include all of the deeds that are not strictly obligated and 
which have some sign that they are praiseworthy acts. These deeds are also at 
different levels of virtue. Some virtuous deeds were greatly emphasized by the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) while others were not so emphasized. In other 
words, some voluntary deeds are much more virtuous than others. The more 
virtuous a voluntary deed, the closer it takes a person to Allah. 

Fareed states that one can understand from this hadith that if a person 
is lacking in his performance of the obligatory deeds — in the sense that he 
does not perform them and is lackadaisical with respect to them 2 — but he 
performs many voluntary deeds, that will not lead him to becoming a beloved 
of Allah. One only comes closer to Allah by performing voluntary deeds after 
the person fulfills the obligatory deeds. This is the path of purification 
according to the ahl al-Sunnah} In fact, as ibn Hubairah pointed out, 



1 Quoted in Ahmad Fareed, Al-Tazkiyah baina Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Soofiyah (no publication 
information given), p. 22. 

2 This portion between the dashes is not from Ahmad Fareed but it must be added. This is 
because a person's shortcoming with respect to his obligatory deeds is made up by his voluntary 
deeds, unless, of course, he simply does not perform them or is not keen on performing them. 
Allah knows best. 

3 Fareed, Tazkiyah, p. 24. 
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something can only be "extra" if the necessary or obligatory portions are 
fulfilled. 1 

The above is the correct path of purification and getting closer to 
Allah. If anyone follows a path other than that patli — of obeying and 
submitting to Allah by performing the obligatory and voluntary deeds — he is 
simply deceiving himself. If he claims that he is getting closer to Allah by 
another path, his claim is no different from that of the polytheists who claimed 
that they were getting closer to Allah by worshipping their idols. Allah states 
their claim in the Quran, 

c a^Jjf z>lj/j i/j&jt J^^Ji ^ajT & 4 

<L3 --ft I* ^ ^.g I. ; *3o~ Ail I j\ Jjii j Alii ^1 Ljjj^fiJ VI 

"Surely, the religion (worship and obedience) is to Allah alone. And those who 
take protectors and helpers besides him [say,] 'We worship them only that they 
may bring us near to Allah.' Verily, Allah will judge between them concerning 
that wherein they differ. Truly, Allah guides not him who is a liar, and a 
disbeliever" (al-Zumar 3). 

It is very important to note that this path is not a path that necessarily 
takes a long amount of time or requires that the person passes through certain 
stages. A person can become one of the auliyaa of Allah very quickly by 
sincerity and devotion to Allah. This true sincerity and devotion may come 
after he performs only a few deeds. Indeed, from the outset, he may perform 
those deeds that are obligatory upon him and he becomes beloved to Allah. 
Then he continues on that path, with Allah guiding him to what is good and 
proper. This will be a sign that he is continuing as one of Allah's auliyaa. This 
is part of the great mercy and blessings of Allah. 2 

The Goal of Purification According to the Quran and Sunnah 

When a person is seeking a path of purification, it is important that he 
recognize what is the goal of his purification. An incorrect goal can be very 
dangerous to his process of purification. 

The goal of Islamic purification is clear: the goal is to become as 
complete and truthful a servant of Allah that one can be. The goal of life is to 
worship and please Allah — and receive His pleasure in return. This is 
accomplished by strengthening one's faith and humbly submitting to Allah 



1 Quoted in Fareed, Tazkiyah, p. 24. 

2 Cf, Hilaal, p. 149. 
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through the obligatory and voluntary deeds. This submission includes the 
outward submission as well as a submission of the acts of the heart. 

Allah has described the most noble of creation as His slaves and 
servants. This is the foremost praise that Allah has bestowed on any of the 
creation. Allah has said about the angels, for example, 



"To Him belongs whosoever is in the heavens and on earth. And those who are 
near Him (the angels) are not too proud to worship Him, nor are they weary (of 
His worship)" {al-Anbiyaa 19). Allah also says, 



"The Messiah [Jesus] will never be so proud to reject being a slave to Allah, 
nor the angels who are near (to Allah). And whosoever rejects worshipping 
Him and is proud, then He will gather them all together unto Himself (al- 
Nisaa 172). 

Allah has described the Messenger of Allah Muhammad (peace be 
upon him) as His slave and servant in numerous places in the Quran. For 
example, Allah said, 



"Exalted be He who took His slave [Muhammad (peace be upon him)] for a 
journey by night from al-Masjid al-Haraam (in Makkah) to the farthest 
mosque (in Jerusalem), the area of which We have blessed, in order that We 
might show him some of Our signs. Verily, He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer" 
(al-Israa 1). 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) was the most purified of 
mankind. He was the most complete servant and slave of Allah. Through his 
teachings, he also purified his noble Companions. In his teachings, the Creator 
and the creation always remained distinct. There was never any merging of the 
two of them. The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) was always the 
slave and Allah was always the Lord. The two never became united into one. 
Such "unification" is not the purpose or goal of mankind. The purpose or goal, 








1163 



Commentary on the Forty Hadith of al-Nawawi 

again, is to recognize Allah as the Lord and to worship Him alone. The goal is 
not to try to become Allah or try to become united with Allah. 

The Path and Goal of Purification of the Sufis vis-a-vis the Way of the 
Sunnah 

Before beginning this discourse an important point needs to be made. 
Like all heretical groups, not all Sufis are the same. 1 Indeed, not everyone 
who has a leaning toward Suf'ism is the same. Some are much more steeped in 
heretical beliefs and practices than others. The important point, though, is that 
once a person starts following a heresy or innovation, it becomes easier for him 
to start following a greater and worse heresy. This is a very dangerous path that 
can lead one to pure kufr and falling out of the fold of Islam. 2 The only real 
way to save oneself from such a danger is to avoid all heresies and innovations, 
no matter how "small" they seem to be. 

Historically and contemporarily speaking, it has been the Sufis who 
claim to follow the path of purification. 3 Non-Sufis may have studied law, 
hadith and so forth, but they, they claim, have concentrated on purifying the 
hearts and bringing people closer to Allah. This claim of theirs, though, needs 
to be studied. This hadith, in particular, is one of the main sources by which 
their claim may be evaluated in that this hadith is showing the path that one 
must follow in order to become beloved to Allah. 

The next obvious question then is: What is the path of purification that 
is prescribed by the Sufis and how does that differ, if at all, from the way 
taught by the Quran and the sunnah? 4 



1 Mahmood Al-Qaasim has convincingly argued that all Sufi groups have, in essence, the same 
beliefs and the same goals. [See Mahmood al-Qaasim, Al-Kashf an Haqeeqah al-Soofiyah li- 
Awal Marrah fi al-Tareekh (Amman, Jordan: al-Maktabah al-Islaamiyah, 1413 A.H.), pp. 9-308.] 
However, even if that is the case, it does not mean that everyone who is influenced by Sufism is 
knowledgeable of the actual teachings and goal of the Sufi group that he is in contact with. 

2 One of the ways of Satan is to lead people into greater and greater sins. What starts out as 
something small is made bigger and bigger over time. For more on this point and its relation to 
innovations, see Saeed al-Ghaamdi, Haqeeqat al-Bidah wa Ahkaamuhu (Riyadh: Maktabah al- 
Rushd, 1992), vol. 1, pp. 79-86. 

3 Al-Ghazzaali once wrote, "I learnt with certainty that it is above all the mystics [Sufis] who 
walk on the road of God; their life is the best life, their method the soundest method, their 
character the purest character; indeed, were the intellect of the intellectuals and the learning of 
the learned and the scholarship of the scholars, who are versed in the profundities of revealed 
truth, brought together in the attempt to improve the life and character of the mystics, they would 
find no way of doing so; for to the mystics all movement and all rest, whether external or 
internal, brings illumination from the light of the lamp of prophetic revelation." [Taken from the 
translation of al-Ghazaali's al-Munqadh min al-Dhilaal in W. Montgomery Watt, The Faith of 
Practice of al-Ghazali (Chicago: Kazi Publications, 1982), p. 60.] Al-Ghazzaali 's claim that their 
path is "from the light of the lamp of prophetic revelation" is, at the least, to be questioned, if not 
denied outright, as shall be demonstrated in the text. 

4 Due to space limitations, this topic cannot be dealt with in great detail. However, the interested 
reader may consult the different sources that are quoted throughout this section. 
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The path to become a wali of Allah is a lengthy and arduous journey 
for the Sufis. A person must pass from state to state. He must exert himself and 
go through specific spiritual exercises and routines before he can get to the 
exalted state of being a Sufi wali. 

That path starts with fulfilling obligatory deeds. However, in the 
second level, when the "student" moves on, al-Ghazzaali recommends that he 
only perform the obligatory deeds and not perform the voluntary deeds as there 
are more important matters to tend to. 1 

Their path also entails many aspects that are not to be found in the 
Quran and sunnah. These include a type of zuhd (renunciation of the world) 
that is not found in the Quran or sunnah. 2 One is also expected to practice a 
kind of monasticism where one retires from the relations of this world, even if 
one has a wife and children. 3 Then they also have their own special forms of 
dhikr 4 and rhythmic chanting 5 , listening to songs and music as well as 



1 Abu Haamid Muhammad al-Ghazzaali, Ihyaa Uloom al-Deen (Beirut: Daar al-Marifah, n.d.), 
vol. 2, pp. 19-20. 

2 For example, Sahl ibn Abdullah al-Tustari favored near starvation as a part of zuhd. He even 
was opposed to those who ate only with the intention of making themselves strong enough to 
perform the obligatory deeds. He stated that not being able to perform the obligatory deeds 
because one has not eaten enough is better than being able to perform the deeds with a full 
stomach. He argued that the prayer of a near starving person made sitting is better than the prayer 
performed standing. Ibn al-Jauzi responds by saying that when one eats to make oneself strong 
enough to perform the obligatory deeds, that act of eating is a form of worship in itself. See 
Abdul Rahmaan ibn al-Jauzi, Talbees Iblees (Beirut: Daar al-Qalam, n.d.), p. 204; Hilaal, pp. 
154-155; Fareed, Tazkiyyah, pp. 37-41. Furthermore, although it is confirmed that the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) ate meat and did not say that it was spiritually harmful, some Sufis stated, 
"Eating just a quarter's amount of meat deadens the heart for forty days." Quoted in ibn al-Jauzi, 
p. 203; Hilaal, p. 156. 

This retirement and monasticism is considered a must at the beginning of the rites of passage. 
(See Hilaal, p. 157.) Al-Qushairi said, "The servant cannot completely get close to Allah unless 
he gets away from the creation." [See Abdul Kareem al-Qushairi, Al-Risaalah al-Qushairiyyah 
(Muhammad Ali Sabeeh, 1957), p. 42.] On the other hand, al-Shaukaani pointed out that if he 
interacts with the people in the proper way (such as teaching them or ordering good and 
eradicating evil), he gets closer to Allah by his interaction with the creation. (See al-Shaukaani, 
Qatr, pp. 417-418.) 

4 A common form of their dhikr is simply to repeat Allah's name over and over again or simply to 
say, "He, He," over and over again. This is not the type of dhikr that was taught by the Prophet 
(peace be upon him). Every expression of dhikr taught by the Prophet (peace be upon him) was a 
complete sentence with an understandable meaning. For example, one repeats, "Allah is 
greatest," "All praise be to Allah," "There is none worthy of worship except Allah" and so forth. 
See Fareed, Tazkiyyah, pp. 35-37. 

5 Much of their dhikr is more akin to chanting than it is to dhikr. Al-Sahuwaardi said, "Our 
purpose is not to make mention of Allah but to make all of the heart concentrate on one matter in 
order for it to be ready for what appears to it." (Quoted in Hilaal, p. 173.) Ibn Taimiya also 
quotes a similar passage from one of them who also said that it makes no difference what the 
person is chanting at that time, whether it be the name of Allah or even some idol. (Quoted in 
Hilaal, p. 1 73.) For more about their dhikr, see M. al-Qaasim, pp. 338-341 . 
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dancing. 1 After all of these, one finally "witnesses" Allah. This, for them, is 
the essence of being a wali. 2 

This is the path that al-Ghazzaali claimed no one could ever improve 
upon. In reality, it is a heretical path that is not related to the way of the 
Prophet (peace be upon him). Therefore, it will not lead to one becoming a 
beloved of Allah or a true wali as has been expressed in this hadith. 

As mentioned earlier, the goal of tazkiyyah (purification) according to 
the Quran and sunnah is to become as complete a servant of Allah as one can 
be. The goal of tazkiyyah among the Sufis is completely different. It is not the 
worship of Allah that is their goal. Instead, it is either the witnessing of Allah 
in this life, getting knowledge directly from Allah (which makes them no 
longer in need of the Quran and sunnah 3 ), the supposed temporary unification 
with Allah or the complete loss of one's humanity in the realization that 
everything is Allah. 4 

For example, the widely accepted Abu Haamid al-Ghazzaali wrote that 
al-mukaashifah ("unveiling" of Allah) refers to "a light that appears in the 
heart when it is purified and cleansed of all base qualities." Hence, it is a result 
and goal of the process of tazkiyyah according to the Sufi al-Ghazzaali. He then 
says that this light opens to the person many realities, including all of Allah's 
attributes and qualities. This light gives the person the knowledge of prophecy 
and how the angel brought the revelation to the Messenger of Allah (peace be 
upon him). All of the dominions of the heavens and the earth will become clear 
and exposed to the person who has experienced this unveiling. 5 

If a person's goal is simply to witness the reality of Allah or to realize 
that everything is actually only Allah, once he has achieved that goal, what is 
the purpose of continuing to perform deeds or acts of worship of Allah? Many 
Sufis themselves answered this question. They claimed that they were no 
longer obliged to pray or perform any of the acts of worship because they had 



Like many modern-day Christians, Sufis considered singing and dancing as a way of getting 
closer to Allah. These actions stir the emotions, which they claim is simply another way of 
expressing one's love for God. In fact, for many of them, listening to the Quran does not have as 
much effect on them as the music and singing that they prefer. See Hilaal, pp. 161-166; Fareed, 
Tazkiyyah, pp. 32-35, 
2 Cf., Hilaal, pp. 149-181. 

3 The early Sufi Abu Yazeed al-Bustaami said, "Those poor people [referring to the scholars of 
hadith, fiqh, tafseer and so forth]. They take their knowledge from the dead on the authority of 
the dead while we take our knowledge directly from the Living who does not die." (Quoted in ibn 
al-Jauzi, p. 320.) The knowledge from the "dead on the authority of the dead" is the knowledge 
of the Quran, hadith and fiqh that has been passed on from the Prophet (peace be upon him) and 
his Companions. That type of knowledge is not what those people are interested in. 

4 This last concept is known as wahdat al-wujood (pantheism or monism). It is believed in by a 
number of Sufis, especially the more extreme among them. It is a kufr that is worse than the kufr 
of the Christians. The Christians claimed that Jesus and God form one unity while these Sufis 
claim that all of creation is nothing but Allah Himself. For more on this concept, see Mahmood 
al-Qaasim, pp. 105-262 and 703-712. 

5 See Abu Haamid Muhammad al-Ghazzaali, Ihyaa Uloom al-Deen (Beirut: Daar al-Marifah, 
n.d), vol. 1, pp. 19-20. 
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already reached their goal. Furthermore, all the forbidden becomes permissible 
because the purpose of the forbidden is to help the person reach his goal. 1 

For the pantheistic Sufis, the question then becomes: When a person 
comes to the realization that everything is Allah, what is the purpose of good 
deeds or acts of worship? Everything is Allah and Allah is entirely perfect and 
good. There is then no such thing as evil or sin. Hence, ibn Arabi 2 , one of the 
most extreme of the pantheists and monists, once said in well-known lines of 
poetry, 

"The Lord is reality and the slave is [the same] reality 
Woe to me, then who is the one who is 
responsible for doing deeds? 
If you say, 'The slave,' but he is the Lord 

And if you say, 'The Lord,' then who can burden 
him with responsibility?" 3 
Ibn Taimiya wrote, 

The knowledgeable shaikh Kamaal al-Deen al-Maraaghi, the 
shaikh of his time, narrated to me, when he came and it 
reached him what [the Sufis] say about tauheed: I read some of 
what they say of al-Afeef al-Tilimisaani [the leading Sufi of 
his time] and I found him in contradiction with the Quran and 
sunnah. When I mentioned that to him, he said, "The Quran 
does not contain tauheed. In fact, all of it is shirk. Whoever 
follows the Quran will not achieve tauheed." I said to him, "In 
your people's opinion, what is the difference between [having 



1 For comments from Sufis on that matter, see ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 1 1, p. 403. 

2 Muhiyy al-Deen Ibn Arabi (560-638 A.H.) is a rather controversial figure in Islam. Many 
authors like to refer to him as, "the greatest Shaikh". Like the lines of poetry upcoming in the 
text, his words are filled with clear and blatant kufr (blasphemies). Some people claim that he 
was writing at an esoteric level that only those who are deeply ingrained in the Sufi tradition can 
understand. If, as these people claim, ibn Arabi was presenting the same truths that are clearly 
and understandably presented in the Quran, hadith, statements of the Companions and thousands 
of scholars, there was no need for him to resort to such esoteric and confusing language. The 
Prophet (peace be upon him) and his Companions never spoke words that were clearly kufr while 
apparently having some hidden meaning to them. Again, if he were supposedly presenting those 
same Islamic truths, he should be considered a poor writer who had no conception of how to 
present his material in a clear fashion while the Quran and the Prophet (peace be upon him) were 
able to present such information clearly. However, if ibn Arabi was teaching ideas that contradict 
the Quran and sunnah — which was more likely the case as it is very difficult to try to reconcile 
his writings with the Quran and sunnah — then his writings should be condemned for the pure 
kufr and blasphemies they contain. This much more logical approach has been the approach of 
many great scholars throughout the history of Islam. One could consult numerous works for 
further information about ibn Arabi including: Burhaan al-Deen al-Buqaaee, Masra al-Tasawwuf 
au Tanbeeh al-Ghabi ila Takfeer ibn Arabi (Daar al-Taqwa, n.d.), passim; Kamaal Isa, 
Nadharaat ft Mutaqidaat ibn Arabi (Jeddah: Daar al-Mujtama, 1986), passim; Abdul Qaadir al- 
Sanadi, Kitaab ibn Arabi al-Soofi fi Meezaan al-Bahth wa al-Tahqeeq (Buraida, Saudi Arabia: 
Daar al-Bukhaari, 1991), vol. 2, passim; Kamaal Aoon, Kitaab al-Fatoohaat al-Makkiyyah wa 
ma Waraahu min Ayaad Khafiyyah (Tanta, Egypt: Daar al-Basheer, 1 989), passim. 

3 Quoted in Fareed, p. 50. 
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sexual intercourse with] a wife, a non-related woman and a 
sister. Or are they all the same?" He said, "The people who are 
veiled [from the truth] believe that they are forbidden [that is, 
to have sexual intercourse with a non-related woman or one's 
sister]. They are forbidden for them. But for us, they are not 
forbidden." f 

These errant results are all the byproduct of an errant path and an 
errant goal of purification. After making some of the above points, Fareed 
concluded, 

We have presented this clear kufr — and quoting kufr is not in 
itself kufr — so that it may be made clear to our brethren how 
innovated methodologies take their followers away and where 
the path of misguidance leads its adherents. [We also presented 
it] to demonstrate the purity of the way of the salaf and how 
their path is the path of safety and success in this life as it is 
also the path to Paradise, for it is the path of the prophets and 
those who followed in their footsteps. 2 

This Hadith Does not Lend Support to the Sufi Concepts of Hulool 'or Ittihaad 

Unfortunately, this hadith is sometimes used to prove a belief that is 
clear kufr (blasphemy) or heresy. Some Sufis try to use this hadith as evidence 
for their concepts of fanaa "annihilation and loss of oneself in God"), 
hulool (Jjla- "incarnation in God") and ittihaad "union with Allah"). 3 
They argue that this hadith states that Allah is becoming one's vision, hearing 
and so forth. Hence, the person must be becoming one with Allah. 4 Through 
"spiritual exercises" and grace from Allah, a wali becomes one with Allah. 



Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 2, pp. 244-245. Ibn Taimiya then goes on to refute such 
blasphemous belief 's. 

2 Fareed, p. 5 1 . 

3 Al-Qushairi is one Sufi who made such a claim. See al-Qushairi, (Sabeeh) p. 148. Also see ibn 
Hajr, Fath (al-Maktaba al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 13, pp. 136-7 for more of the Sufi arguments and a 
reply to them. The claim that this hadith supports such concepts has also been rejected outright 
by al-Haitami, Fath, p. 272; al-Mudaabaghi, p. 272; al-Sindi, Sharh, p. 115 and others. The 
concepts mentioned above are discussed by the author in more detail in, "Ibn Taimiya: Mujahid, 
Mujtahid and Mujaddid, (IV)" Al-Basheer (Vol. 4, No. 2, July-August 1990), pp. 21-24. 

4 One must be careful how one writes about such hadith, as some statements can easily be 
misinterpreted. For example, while commenting on this hadith, Abbasi wrote, "When a stage of 
complete identification is reached, the man is exalted and becomes one with his Lord then Allah 
becomes his sight, his hearing and his limbs. This was demonstrated when the Companions of the 
Prophet took an oath to stand fast with him, 'Those who swear allegiance to thee do but swear 
allegiance to Allah. The hand of Allah is above their hands.'" [Muhammad Yusuf Abbasi, Forty 
Gems: Al-Arba'in (Lahore: Islamic Publications Limited, 1986), p. 207.] The first portion of the 
quote could easily be misunderstood as implying hulool or ittihaad. However, the example that 
he gives seems to make it clear that such is not what he was implying. Allah knows best. 
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Although this thought is quite common among Sufis, it clearly goes against the 
teachings of the Quran and sunnah. 1 

In reality, this hadith is an argument against them. The hadith makes a 
clear distinction between the Creator Allah and the created wali. At the 
beginning, Allah makes it clear that there are people who may oppose His 
auliyaa. Those auliyaa are different from Allah. Hence, there is the existence 
of the Protector and those He protects. 

The remainder of the hadith states, "Were he to ask [something] of Me, 
I would surely give it to him; and were he to ask Me for refuge, I would surely 
grant him it..." If the person becomes one with Allah or Allah transforms 
Himself into the person, how is that the human is still asking of Allah and 
seeking refuge in Him? Furthermore, who is it that Allah does not want to harm 
by taking his soul at death? It is not Allah but it is the human who is separate 
and distinct from the Creator. 

This demonstrates that no matter how pious a wali becomes, he will 
always be dependent upon Allah. He will still have to turn to Allah for help and 
will still have to seek refuge in Allah. He will not have some superhuman 
powers that, by his own will and power, he can do what he wishes. Instead, 
still, nothing good or bad can occur to him except by the will of Allah. 
However, he will be blessed by the fact that he is close to Allah and, hence, 
Allah will protect him and help him when he needs Allah's help and protection. 

"Were he to ask [something] of Me, I would surely give it to him; and were 
he to ask Me for refuge, I would surely grant him it." 

Obviously Allah is able to give the slave whatever he desires without 
any need for the slave to ask for it. But by being asked and granting, Allah 
becomes even more beloved to the slave and this moves the slave that much 
closer to Allah. 

This hadith proves that the person who performs the obligatory and 
voluntary deeds and remains away from the forbidden and disliked deeds will 
be honored with a special place with respect to Allah. Allah's love will cover 
him so much that if he asks anything, Allah will surely grant it to His 
beloved slave. 2 Similarly, if the slave seeks refuge in Allah, Allah will give him 



1 For more on the concept of hulool, see Abdul Khaaliq, Al-Fikr al-Soofi, pp. 65-68. He begins 
his discussion (p. 65) by saying, "Since seeking paradise and escaping from Hell is not a goal 
according to the Sufis, in fact that is the goal of the commoners and ignorant according to them, 
the Sufis created their own different goals other than that. [Their goal] is for everyone of them to 
become a god and lord, knowing all of the Unseen in the same way that Allah knows it and to 
manage the affairs of all of this creation in the same way that Allah manages such affairs, giving 
life and death... The goal of the Sufi was to reach the level of Prophethood first and then they 
ascended until one of their members, they claim, reached the level of Godship and Lordship." 

2 A number of stories of pious souls' supplications being answered could be recorded here but 
there is no need for that. The interested reader may consult ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, pp. 348-356; 
al-Laalakai, vol. 9, passim. 
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refuge and respite. The Prophet (peace be upon him) emphasized this point 
when he said, 

I'yS *Ul ^ jilil y 'J* *Ul illp °^ Jl 

"There are from the slaves of Allah people who, if they were to make an oath 
upon Allah, He would certainly fulfill it." (Recorded by al-Bukhari.) 

In many cases, the pious prefer to bear patiently the afflictions of this 
world and hope that by doing so they will receive their rewards from Allah. 
Such was the case with the Companion Saad ibn Abu Waqqaas who had lost 
his sight and was told by his friends that he should ask Allah to return his sight. 
His reply to them was, "The decree of Allah is more beloved to me than my 
eyesight." 

Some of the early scholars stated that Allah knows what is in the best 
interest of His slaves. Sometimes a believer will ask for something while Allah 
knows that what he asks for is not the best for him. Therefore, Allah does not 
answer that supplication but instead gives him something that is better than that 
in both this life and the Hereafter. The Prophet (peace be upon him) stated, 

<_£Uj>-I l^j aIH eQai-l "Vj jvf-j AaJsj pj\ l^j ^pJ jpJb jt-p~* (j* ^* 

s 'o' - - e ^ 9 . f , S . ✓ „ ^ y?i . *'\ ' *■ * 9 . f i * i ' a ^ *'\ ' \^ 9 f I * i III 

^4^J j»flJ Jl Wj Sj^-U* y§ *J U jgH* Jl *Jj« *J J*»«* Jl L«l 

"There is no Muslim who supplicates Allah with a supplication that does not 
contain anything sinful or asks for the ties of kinship to be broken save that 
Allah gives him one of three things: either He will give him what he asks for 
soon, or He will delay it for him for the Hereafter or He will keep a similar evil 
away from him."' 

Furthermore, one should not be confused by the fact that many pious 
people might supplicate to Allah and their prayers are not answered. According 
to al-Shaukaani, this hadith is talking about the auliyaa of Allah and this is one 
the highest level one can achieve. There are many levels of piety and goodness. 
Those of lower levels may not be granted the same blessings as the auliyaa 
mentioned in this hadith. 2 



1 Recorded by Ahmad, Abu Yala, al-Haakim and others. According to al-Shaukaani {Qatr, p. 
441), its chain is good. Al-Haithami stated that the chain of Ahmad, Abu Yala and one chain of 
al-Bazzaar contains narrators of the two Sahihs of al-Bukhari and Muslim, save for Ali ibn Ali al- 
Rifaai who is, though, a trustworthy narrator. Al-Haakim called the hadith sahih and al-Dhahabi 
approved of his conclusion. See al-Banna, vol. 14, p. 266. 

2 Al-Shaukaani, Qatr, p. 482. 
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What is the Benefit of Asking Allah 

Al-Shaukaani poses the following question: What is the point of 
actually asking Allah for something or seeking refuge in Him when He already 
knows what is in the soul of the person and He can fulfill those needs without 
the person resorting to such asking, especially those who are His auliyaa and 
who have a special relationship with Him? Al-Shaukaani offers the following 
points in response to this question: 

First, when Allah gives after the person has asked, the person realizes 
that it is Allah who has responded to his supplication. This realization and lofty 
experience — that Allah has responded to his prayers — brings him a greater 
joy than the joy that came from what Allah gave him. This encourages him to 
do even more good deeds as he now realizes how Allah responds to him when 
he gets closer to Allah. 

Second, supplication is one of the greatest forms of worship, as was 
discussed earlier in this work. Hence, all the benefits of such prayers would be 
lost to the person if Allah would give him before he even supplicates to Allah. 

Third, the wali will be freeing himself from the arrogance of not 
praying to Allah. Allah has said in the Quran, 

"Verily, those who scorn My worship will surely enter Hell in humiliation" 
{Ghaafir 60). According to the scholars of Quranic interpretation, "My 
worship" here is in reference to supplicating to Allah. 

Fourth, supplications are one of the "causes" that lead to certain effects 
in this world. If the person does not follow such a cause, he will not be granted 
the desired result. 1 

"And I do not hesitate to do anything as I hesitate to take the soul of the 
believer, for he hates death and I hate to harm him." 

Allah has decreed death for every individual. Allah says in the Quran, 

"Every soul shall taste death" (ali-Imraan 1 85). Death is when the soul actually 
leaves the body. According to ibn Rajab, "This only occurs with greatly intense 
pain. It is the greatest pain that afflicts the slave in this world." 2 This hadith 
demonstrates that a person may be one of Allah's auliyaa yet, at the same time, 
he still hates and fears death. This hatred of death, in itself, does not remove 
him from being a wali. 



1 Cf, al-Shaukaani, Qatr, pp. 480-481 . 

2 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2 , p. 356. 
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Note that this is the real death of a human, where the soul is taken by 
the angels from the physical body of the person. This is not to be confused with 
the near-death experiences that many people talk about today. Such people who 
supposedly have "come back from the dead" were not dead at all. And, most 
likely, the visions that they saw in their "death" states — that of the white light 
at the end of a tunnel, the feeling of tranquillity — are nothing but tricks from 
Satan to convince the person that he is living a good life and that he has 
nothing to fear when death actually comes to him. 

Some members of the early generations of Muslims preferred to strive 
their best at the time of death. Umar ibn Abdul Aziz said, "I do not wish for the 
harshness of death to be made easy for me. It is the last act for the believer by 
which [sins] may be obliterated." 1 

Others feared that final test and they prayed to Allah to make it easy 
for them. And if Allah wills for death to be easy for a slave, He makes it so. 

Al-Shaukaani points out that the hatred for death could be for a number 
of reasons and none of the reasons must necessarily be excluded from the 
implication of this hadith. One may hate death due to the hardships that usually 
precede death. One may also hate death because it implies parting from one's 
beloved, family, wealth and friends whom one loves for the sake of Allah. 2 

The hatred for death alluded to in this hadith may also refer to the fear 
that every believer should have toward Allah. He should fear that he did not 
please Allah in this world and that Allah will hold him accountable for even 
the smallest sins that he committed in this world. He may fear because he is not 
satisfied with the deeds he performed or with the repentance he made from 
some deeds. These kinds of fear are in the heart of every believer. But when the 
actual time of death comes, the believer will be given the glad tidings of what 
is to come and his situation will change. He will then look forward to what is to 
come to him and his fear will be turned into tranquillity by the descending 
angels. 

In the two Sahihs, it is recorded that the Prophet (peace be upon him) 

said, 

"When the believer reaches the time of death, he is given the glad tidings of 
pleasure and honor from Allah. Then there is nothing more beloved to him that 
what is in front of him. He loves [then] to meet Allah and Allah loves to meet 
him." Muhammad ibn Kaab said, "The angel of death says to the one who is to 



1 Quoted in ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 357. 

2 Al-Shaukaani, Qatr, p. 5 1 8. 
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die, 'Peace be upon you, O devoted slave of Allah. Allah sends you greetings 
of peace.'" Then he read the following verse of the Quran, 

iliJl Ijjjs-Ol j^SClit- ^JL- ^-J^J^-i 

' *i ' ^ '.. • i 

"Those [believers] whom the angels cause to die. They say: Peace be unto you. 
Enter the Garden because of what you used to do" {al-Nahl 32). 1 

What is the Meaning of Allah Hesitating? 

Hesitation, in general, implies that one is not sure about the deed that 
he is about to perform. This uncertainty gives rise to hesitance. Allah, though, 
has knowledge of all things and there seems to be no need for Allah ever to 
hesitate in any act that He does. Therefore, what is meant by Allah hesitating in 
this hadith? 

Once again, this question has been responded to in a number of ways. 
Ibn Hajr presents four explanations. 2 This author knows of at least eight 
explanations. These include: 

(1) A person may be about to die due to an illness that he has. 
However, he supplicates to Allah and Allah removes that disease and hardship 
from him. This action is like a "hesitation" in that the deed was about to take 
place but then Allah decreed not to have that deed take place. However, when 
the person's time is due, he will then pass away without any delay. 3 

(2) A second interpretation is that Allah is saying, "I never send My 
messenger over and over like I do when I send him to one of My believing 
servants." Some say that the hesitation is on the part of the angel while Allah 
ascribes it to Himself. Some argue that the angel has mercy upon the slave and 
his attachment to this world. However, when he remembers Allah's command, 
he fulfills the command. This hesitation out of mercy for the human is what is 
being referred to in this hadith. This interpretation, though, distorts the 
meaning of the words itself and implies a completely different meaning. 
Furthermore, there is no hesitation on the part of the angel because he does 
actually take the soul at its destined time. 4 



Quoted in ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 358. 

2 Ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Maktaba al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 1 3, pp. 148-149. 

3 Al-Shaukaani's conclusions on this matter shall be stated shortly. However, he (Qatr, p. 489) 
states that the disease and the cure do not imply any kind of "hesitation" on the part of Allah. 
Hence, he rejects this interpretation outright. However, if one sees that the cure was due to the 
supplication of the person himself, this interpretation must be considered a part of what al- 
Shaukaani himself concludes. 

4 Cf., al-Shaukaani, Qatr, p. 490, p. 493 and p. 494. 
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(3) Since death comes with such harshness and since it is a must for 
every human, Allah hates to harm and hurt the believer and therefore He calls 
his act "hesitation" on His part with respect to the believers. 

(4) This hadith is addressed to humans and put in a fashion that they 
would understand. Ibn Hajr states, for example, when a father wants to hit his 
son to keep him from some wrongdoing, his compassion for his son makes him 
hesitate just a little. However, when he remembers the overall need of what he 
is going to do, he goes ahead and hits his child. Allah has expressed taking his 
waW s soul in this fashion so that its meaning could be clear to everyone: 
Although Allah does not wish to harm His wali, the overall good of taking His 
wall's soul must take precedence. Therefore, He causes His wali to die. 

(5) Ibn Hajr quotes al-Karamaani as stating that this hadith implies that 
Allah takes the soul of the wali slowly, softly and in stages, as opposed to how 
the soul of other humans are taken. This is what is meant by the "hesitation" on 
the part of Allah and the act is referred as "hesitation" in order to stress this 
aspect of it. 

(6) Ibn al-Salaah stated that the meaning is not that Allah hesitates at 
all. Instead, Allah takes the soul of the believer in a way that is similar to one 
who is hesitating when he is doing something that he dislikes. Because Allah 
loves the slave, He does not want to do anything to harm him but Allah knows 
that this matter must be fulfilled. However, this hadith makes it clear that Allah 
does not take the soul of a wali in order to disgrace the wali. Instead, He takes 
his soul in order to elevate the person and move him to a life which will be 
much greater and more pleasing to him. 1 

(7) Ibn Taimiya has offered the following explanation: When the 
servant becomes beloved to Allah, Allah fulfills his wants and needs, since he 
loves what Allah loves and hates what Allah hates. Therefore, Allah hates to 
harm this beloved of His. However, Allah has decreed that all souls must face 
death. This decree is also what Allah wants and it is something good. So Allah 
wants him to die, according to what He has decreed, yet He does not want to 
harm His servant through death. In one sense, then, death is desirable and, in 
another sense, it is undesirable. This is the reality of this "hesitation". When 
something is wanted due to one reason and, at the same time, not wanted due to 
another, it is something about which one would hesitate. 2 

(8) Al-Shaukaani takes a very different approach in interpreting this 
portion of the hadith. He begins by stating some important premises. He says 
that the "hesitation" must be of some benefit to the wali. This is because the 



1 Quoted in al-Bugha and Mistu, pp. 326-327. 

2 Ibn Taimiya is quoted in Usaamah Hamzah's footnotes to Ahmad ibn Taimiya, Al-Soofiyyah wa 
al-Fuqaraa (Cairo: Daar al-Fath, 1 984), pp. 35-36. Hamzah stated that this quote came from ibn 
Taimiya's work, al-Risaalah al-Muduniyyah. However, this author could not find it in the edition 
of that Risaalah available to him (which is different from the edition referred to by Hamzah). 
However, the author did fi nd a very similar passage from ibn Taimiya in Muhammad Rashaad 
Saalim, ed., Jaami al-Rasaail l-ibn Taimiya (Cairo: Matbaah al-Madani, 1984), vol. 2, p. 107. 
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hadith is a type of encouragement for people to reach the status of being a wali 
of Allah. If the wall's death is no different from any other servant, then there 
would be nothing special concerning the wall} 

He also states that all scholars recognize that nothing occurs but by the 
will of Allah. However, he argues, that they neglect the fact that Allah is able 
to do everything that He wills and there is nothing constraining Him. He may 
even change what He has decreed from one thing to another — although all of 
that was within His knowledge and His preordainment. He knew that certain 
causes would occur. This is why one's supplications and prayers have some 
effect. Allah changes the decree because of one's supplications. If there were 
no effect to prayers, and a person only received what is decreed, this would 
imply that Allah does not actually respond to the supplication. That conclusion 
contradicts what is stated in this hadith, "Were he to ask of Me, I would surely 
give it to him." Indeed, there is a hadith of the Messenger of Allah (peace be 
upon him) that states, 



"Nothing repels the Decree except supplications and nothing increases 

one's lifetime except righteousness." 2 The Messenger of Allah (peace be 

upon him) used to seek refuge in Allah from an evil decree. (Recorded by al- 

Bukhari.) 

Allah says in the Quran, 

« > j- 

"Allah blots out what He wills and confirms [what He wills]. And with Him is 
the preserved tablet" {al-Rad 39). This means that Allah erases or confirms 
whatever He wills of what has been decreed — although all of that is according 
to His pre-knowledge and what He has already recorded in the Preserved 
Tablet. Thus, Allah may confirm or change a person's life-span, sustenance 
and so forth. Allah also says, 

"And no aged man is granted a length of life, nor is a part cut off from his life, 
but it is in a Book. Surely, that is easy for Allah" (Faatir 1 1 ). This means there 



1 Al-Shaukaani, Qatr, p. 495. 

2 The last part of this hadith is also interpreted as meaning, "keeping good relations with 
relatives," instead of "righteousness". Recorded by al-Tirmidhi. According to al-Albaani, it is 
hasan. See al-Albaani, Saheeh al-Jaami, vol. 2, p. 1271. 
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can be a change in a person's life-span but that change has already 
recorded in the Preserved Tablet. Allah also says, 

j^UP j!*J* JipJ S^-t ^JaJ JJ g±k Ja j^lii- \ y> 

"He it is who created you from clay, and then has decreed a stated term. And 
there is with Him another determined term" (al-Anaam 2). This means that a 
person has two life-spans and Allah decrees and fulfills whichever He wills. 1 

Then al-Shaukaani states that when "a person's time comes," there will 
be no advance or delay with respect to that time. However, before that time 
actually comes, it is permissible for Allah to delay or change that time due to a 
person's prayer or righteous deeds. Similarly, He may advance that time due to 
some evil the person did, such as cutting off relations with relatives and so 
forth. The hadith that mention the fulfillment of a decree should be understood 
to imply that the person did not do anything special to delay that decree. The 
hadith that imply a change in a decree refer to cases where the person has done 
some act to change that decree. This is the only way to reconcile such 
apparently conflicting hadith. 

After these premises, al-Shaukaani returns to the hadith. He states that 
the "hesitation" is expressing Allah's love for His servant doing some deed that 
will delay his death. Allah is giving him a chance to supplicate or do some 
other deed that will prolong his life. If the slave does not do any such act and 
his time comes, Allah will then take his soul without any delay. So the 
"hesitation" is Allah waiting for the person to do some deed that will be a 
cause for Allah changing the decree and prolonging his life. (However, Allah 
did know beforehand whether the person would do such an act or not.) Al- 
Shaukaani states that this interpretation does not imply anything unacceptable 
of Allah nor does it contradict any other text. 2 

Although al-Shaukaani took some twenty pages to completely present 
his argument, for his argument to be truly convincing, he would need stronger 
evidence to tie it directly to what is stated in this hadith. 

In conclusion, it is difficult to determine what is meant by Allah's 
hesitation in this hadith. It is clear that Allah "hesitates" but none of the 
explanations offered by the scholars seems convincing enough to consider it 
definitely the correct and proper interpretation. Allah knows best. 



' It should be noted that the interpretation that al-Shaukaani gives for this verse goes against what 
is commonly accepted as the correct interpretation. For example, it has been narrated from ibn 
Abbaas and numerous others that the second "determined term" is in relation to the resurrection 
or life in the Hereafter. Cf., ibn Katheer, Tafseer, vol. 2, p. 139. In al-Shaukaani's own 
commentary on the Quran, he mentions the interpretation mentioned above in the text but he does 
not ascribe it to anyone. See Muhammad ibn Ali al-Shaukaani, Fath al-Qadeer (Cairo: Mustafa 
al-Baba al-Halabi, 1 964), vol. 2, p. 99. 
2 Al-Shaukaani, Qatr, pp. 496-516. 
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Other Points Related to This Hadith 

Whoever opposes the Companions of the Prophet (peace be upon him) is 
actually opposing the auliyaa of Allah. This is a point that many heretical 
groups, including but not restricted to the Shiah, have neglected. It is clear 
from the Quran and hadith that the Companions were people of imaan and 
taqwa. If a person opposes them, then Allah is declaring war upon him. 1 
It was stated earlier that it is not possible to identify one of Allah's auliyaa 
with certainty. If that is the case, how is that one must avoid having mutual 
animosity toward them when a wali cannot truly be identified in the first 
place? The key here is that the animosity is based on the person's 
obedience to Allah and following the way of the Prophet (peace be upon 
him). Hence, the solution is that a Muslim should never oppose any other 
Muslim for something that he is doing in application of the Quran and 
sunnah. If he dislikes him for anything of that nature, then he is disliking 
him for his obedience to Allah and then the threat of this hadith may apply 
to him. 

This hadith shows the great status of one of Allah's auliyaa. The wali 
moves from his own planning and management to the guidance of Allah, 
from his helping himself to Allah's help and from his ability to Allah's 
power and ability. 2 

Ibn Taimiya wrote the following important points concerning Allah's 
auliyaa, 

The auliyaa of Allah have no visible signs that distinguish 
them from others. It is not necessary that they wear a particular 
dress or shun some clothing that is permissible. They do not 
necessarily have to shave their heads, cut their hair short or 
clip it, as long as it is within the permissible limits. There is a 
saying that states that there are many pious men in plain 
clothing and many heretics in religious garb. The auliyaa of 
Allah may come from any sector of the ummah of Muhammad. 
What is required to be from them is that one stays away from 
every doctrine which is unjustified and eschew any practice 
which is immoral. They may be scholars of the Quran, masters 
of knowledge, men of the sword and jihad, traders, craftsmen, 
industrialists, farmers and so forth. Allah has mentioned 
different groups of them in the verse, "Verily, your Lord 



1 Al-Shaukaani (Qatr, p. 305) points out that the source of the enmity between the Shiah and the 
Companions is the fact the Companions preserved the sunnah of the Prophet (peace be upon 
him). The hadith of the Prophet (peace be upon him) provide some of the strongest arguments 
against the claims of the Shiah and other heretical groups. Therefore, if the credibility of the 
Companions can be put in doubt — as both the Shiah and the Orientalists have tried to do in 
vain — the entire structure of the sunnah can be destroyed and the door would be wide open for 
the heretical groups. 

2 Ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Maktaba al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 13, p. 149. 
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knows that you do stand [to pray at night] a little less than two- 
thirds of the night, or half the night, or a third of the night, and 
so do a party of those with you. And Allah measures the night 
and the day. He knows that you are unable to pray the whole 
night, so He has turned to you [in mercy]. So, recite of the 
Quran as much as may be easy for you. He knows that there 
will be some among you sick, others traveling through the 
land, seeking Allah's bounty, and yet others fighting in Allah's 
cause. So recite as much of the Quran as may be easy [for 
you], and perform the salaat, give the zakat, and lend to Allah 
and goodly loan. And whatever good you send before you for 
yourselves, you will certainly find it with Allah, better and 
greater in reward. And seek forgiveness of Allah. Verily, Allah 
is oft-forgiving, most merciful" (al-Muzzammil 20). 1 

It is very important to realize that the obligatory deeds which are beloved 
to Allah are not only the outward deeds but they also include the deeds of 
the heart. The obligatory deeds of the heart are indeed of greatest 
importance and it is those deeds that a person might find the hardest to 
fulfill. Al-Shaukaani quotes an ex-Hindu who converted to Islam as saying, 
"One night, my soul told me to go and destroy the idol that I was 
worshipping and I was able to destroy it. However, I have spent about 
twenty years trying to destroy the idol that is inside of me and I have not 
been able to do it. My struggle against it has not helped me at all." Al- 
Shaukaani further adds that the most dangerous portions of a person's 
faults and sins are respect to internal matters. One may be stopped from 
doing the visible sins by cowardice, shyness or the authorities. However, 
there are no such restraints on the internal sins which no one of mankind 
witnesses. When a person purifies the internal aspects, then he is truly 
ready to join the ranks of the foremost auliyaa of Allah. 2 
If there is some kind of conflict between performing an obligatory act and a 
recommended act — wherein they cannot both cannot be performed — the 
obligatory act takes precedence over the recommended act. 3 
It has been said, "Whoever occupies himself with the obligatory deeds 
instead of the voluntary deeds is excused. And whoever occupies himself 
with the voluntary deeds instead of the obligatory deeds is deceived." 4 In 
fact, it is one of the goals and deceptions of Satan that he gets the person 
occupied with some specific deeds while other deeds are much more 
important or much more virtuous. Unfortunately, many people do not 
realize that this is one of the traps of Satan. Such people have no idea, 



1 Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 1 0, p. 1 94. 

2 Al-Shaukaani, Qatr, p. 454. 

3 Cf, Abdul Rahmaan al-Saadi, Buhjat Quloob al-Abraar wa Qurrat Uyoon al-Akhyaar fi Sharh 
Jawaami al-Akhbaar (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Maarif, 1 984), p. 1 04. 

4 Quoted in Fareed, al-Tazkiyah, p. 23. 
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when they fall into it, that they are being tricked by Satan. They may think 
that since they are doing good deeds, there is no way that they are falling 
for one of the traps of Satan. 

• Al-Shaukaani notes that there is nothing in this hadith that indicates that a 
person must continually perform voluntary deeds in order to get closer to 
Allah. Instead, he may perform them from time to time. Whenever he 
performs them, he is getting closer to Allah, even if he does not perform 
them on a continual basis. However, the more he performs them and the 
more continual he is, the closer he continues to get to Allah. 1 

• Ibn Rajab points out that one of the greatest deeds by which one comes 
closer to Allah is the recitation and study of the Quran. Khabaab ibn al- 
Arat said, "Get as close to Allah as you can. And realize that you do not get 
closer to Him by anything that is more beloved to Him than His own 
speech." In general, the one who loves another loves to hear the other's 
speech. Uthmaan ibn Affaan said, "If your hearts become pure, you will 
never have enough of the words of your Lord." Ibn Masood said, 
"Whoever loves the Quran loves Allah and His messenger." 2 

• Al-Bukhari recorded this hadith in the "Book of Riqaaq (those hadith 
which make the heart tender by affecting the emotions and feelings)," 
"Chapter on Humility". He put it there because getting close to Allah by 
voluntary deeds is only done by those people who are completely humble 
and submissive to Allah. Similarly, having love for the beloved servants of 
Allah (His auliyaa) only comes about through humility and humbleness. 
Furthermore, some of Allah's auliyaa are the poorest and most humble 
people of this world. One must love them and be kind to them and accept 
them as one's brothers. This can only be accomplished by those who are 
humble and free of pride. 3 Therefore, this hadith demonstrates the 
importance of having humility and humbleness. The Messenger of Allah 
(peace be upon him) stated, 

-b-l J* Jb-I j*ju V J*- \ yui»\ y d\ J\ ^ jl *Ul 0\ 

"Allah has revealed to me that you must be humble, so that no one boasts 
over another." (Recorded by Muslim.) 

• No matter what noble status a believer reaches, he will always be in need 
of Allah and in need of worshipping Him. As is shown in this hadith, he 
will still have to ask of Allah and he will still need to seek refuge in Allah. 
This was the way of the prophets and messengers. They always had hope in 
Allah. Yet, they also had a fear of Allah, even though they were from 



1 Al-Shaukaani, Qatr, p. 421 . 

2 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, pp. 342-343, 

3 Cf ., ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Maktaba al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 13, p. 1 50. 
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Allah's most exclusive auliyaa. The Prophet (peace be upon him) himself 
said, 

"By Allah, although I am the Messenger of Allah, I do not know what He 
will do with me." (Recorded by al-Bukhari.) If anyone believes that he has 
reached a level wherein he is no longer in need of Allah, beseeching Him 
and worshipping Him, he has become deluded. He will then be one of the 
enemies of Allah instead of one of His auliyaa. Indeed, as a person comes 
closer and closer to Allah, His reliance upon Allah, his understanding of 
his need for Allah and his worship of Him becomes even greater. Those are 
some of the signs that he is getting closer to Allah and is truly one of His 
auliyaa. 1 

Everyone should realize that every act of disobedience is a type of fighting 
or war against Allah. Al-Hasan al-Basri once said, "O children of Adam, 
do you have the ability to fight against Allah. Whoever disobeys Allah is 
fighting against Him. But the greater the sin, the greater is the battle 
against Allah." 2 Allah describes the people who devour interest as fighting 
Allah and His messenger because of their great crimes and their great 
injustice to the slaves of Allah. Therefore, the people who commit these 
crimes are also opposing the servants of Allah and Allah has given support 
and love to His devoted servants. This hadith clearly states an important 
point that is misunderstood by many Muslims — as well as non-Muslims. 
There are many people who claim, perhaps sincerely, to love Allah or God 
and be devoted to Him but at the same time they commit acts that are 
clearly sins or, in other words, deeds that Allah hates (such as not 
performing the obligatory prayers, not fasting the month of Ramadhaan, 
not avoiding the taking of interest, not avoiding adultery and so on). This 
hadith shows that, if such people are sincere in their claims, they have no 
understanding of God. Their religion or thinking is not based on the clear 
teachings of the His revelations but is simply based on ignorance or their 
own desires. 3 By their performing of these deeds — and their lack of any 



1 Cf., al-Shaukaani, Qatr, pp. 485-6. 

2 Quoted in al-Haitami, Fath, p. 270. 

3 This is clearly the case with respect to Christians, many of whom claim that they believe in God 
and love Him yet they continue to perform the deeds that God clearly abhors and opposes. An 
example of this type of behavior, so common in the United States, is the homosexuals who try to 
defend their practice by saying that they believe in Jesus and that "Jesus did not come to 
condemn their sexuality." Similarly, many of the people who have been influenced by Sufis also 
have a tendency to behave in this manner — believing that the faith in the heart is sufficient and 
need not be followed by deeds. But this beliefs — which the unbelievers (including the Orientalists 
and missionaries) have always attempted to enter into Islam — is clearly inconsistent with the 
teachings of Islam. In Islam, as is clear in the Quran and sunnah, the real faith, besides being firm 
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conscience or ill feeling from performing these deeds — they are testifying 
against themselves. They are showing that their claim to love Allah is a lie 
because by their deeds they are proving that they are not working for the 
sake of Allah but they are fighting against Allah by committing sins; 
consequently, Allah also is fighting or opposing them. 

Summary of the Hadith 

• To oppose one of Allah's devotees is equivalent to opposing or fighting 
Allah. 

• This hadith demonstrates the "power" of the beloved slaves of Allah. Such 
slaves are never left on their own but instead they have the full support and 
aid of Allah, the Ail-Powerful. 

• There is nothing equal to the obligatory deeds. 

• Obligatory acts are the most beloved to Allah and one should perform them 
first and then move on to the voluntary deeds, and not vice-versa. 

• The one who performs the obligatory and voluntary deeds moves closest to 
Allah. 

• Allah blesses His beloved servants with special guidance and mercy as 
well as answering their prayers. 

• Whatever "level" a slave reaches, he must always keep his relationship 
with Allah in complete submission. When he is in need, he must turn to 
Allah. When he seeks refuge, he must seek refuge in Allah. Due to his 
close relationship with Allah, Allah will respond quickly to him under 
those circumstances. 



in the heart, is demonstrated by the proper deeds or, in other words, the implementation of the 
guidance of the Quran and sunnah. 
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Hadith #39 
"Allah Has Pardoned..." 

A to t» ✓ A 

On the authority of ibn Abbaas (may Allah be pleased with 

both of them): The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's 

blessing and peace be upon him) said, "On my behalf, 

Allah has pardoned for my Nation [what is done) 

mistakenly, out of forgetfulness or under duress." 

A hasan hadith recorded by ibn Maajah, al-Baihaqi and 

others. 

Selected Vocabulary 

jj^ - "to pardon, overlook, pass over something without any punishment or 
reckoning" 

- "for me, on my behalf 
LLiJI - "mistake" 1 
ljU-uII - "forgetfulness" 

Ij4 - "coercion, duress, being forced to do something one does not like" 

Takhreef 

This is a well-known hadith quoted in a number of books related to 
Islamic legal theory. In those texts, this hadith is quoted with a number of 
different wordings. Therefore, the goal of this section of takhreej will be 



1 In reading the commentaries to this hadith, one may conclude that "unintentional" would be the 
correct translation of the word here. However, it seems that the word "mistake" or "mistakenly" 
is better since the term also implies an act that was done on purpose but it contained some aspect 
of a mistake. For example, if a person kills another person in the heat of battle, thinking that the 
other person was a non-Muslim while it turned out that he was a Muslim, his act of killing was 
completely intentional but he was mistaken with respect to who he thought the other person was. 

2 Those readers not interested in the details of the takhreej may skip ahead to the subsection 
entitled, "Conclusions about the Grading and Wording of the Hadith." 
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twofold. One goal is to determine the authenticity of the hadith. The second 
goal will be to determine the exact or correct wording of the hadith. The hadith 
will be discussed according to its different narrations. 

(1) This hadith is recorded with the following wording, 



"Forgiven, for my sake, for my Nation is [what is done] by mistake, out of 
forgetfulness or out of coercion." With this wording, it seems that it was only 
recorded by ibn Adi in al-Kaamil fi Dhuafaa al-Rijaal. ] The chain is the 
following: 

Ibn Adi — » Khaalid ibn al-Nadhr and Muhammad ibn Yoosuf al-Asfari —> 
Muhammad ibn Musa al-Harashi — > Abdul Raheem ibn Zaid al-Ammi — > Zaid 
[the father of Abdul Raheem] — > Saeed ibn Jubair — » ibn Abbaas — > the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) 

This chain, however, is completely unacceptable. Ibn Adi called this 
hadith a rejected hadith. About Abdul Raheem ibn Zaid, al-Bukhari stated that 
he was abandoned as a narrator. Abu Dawood and Abu Zarah called him weak. 
Al-Nasaai stated that he is abandoned (matrook) as a narrator. It is reported 
from Yahya ibn Maeen that he called him an evil liar. 2 Furthermore, his father, 
Zaid ibn al-Hawari was also a weak narrator, although it seems that his quality 
was better than that of his son. 3 

In conclusion, this chain and wording is unacceptable. It can neither be 
supported by other chains nor can it be used to support other chains. 

(2) A second wording for this hadith is, 



"Allah has raised 4 from this Nation three things: mistake, forgetfulness and a 
matter that is forced upon them." With this wording, it is recorded by ibn Adi 
in al-Kaamil and by Abu al-Shaikh in Tabaqaat al-Muhaditheen bi-Isbahaan. 5 
Ibn Adi's chain for this hadith is the following 6 : 

Ibn Adi — > Hudhaifah ibn al-Hasan — > Abu Umayyah Muhammad ibn 
Ibraheem — > Jafar ibn Jasr ibn Farqad — > Jasr ibn Farqad — > al-Hasan — > Abu 
Bakrah — » The Prophet (peace be upon him) 



' ibn Adi, vol. 5, pp. 1920-1921. 

2 See ibn Adi, vol. 5, p. 1920; Ahmad ibn Hajr, Tahdheeb al-Tahdheeb (Beirut: Muassasah al- 
Risaalah, 1996), vol. 2, pp. 569-570. 

3 Cf., ibn Hajr, Tahdheeb (Muassasah), vol. I, pp. 663-664. 

4 Meaning, "removed". 

5 The work by Abu al-Shaikh is not available to this author. However, according to ibn 
Muhammad (p. 2 19), the chain of narrators used by Abu al-Shaikh is the same as that used by ibn 
Adi and discussed above. 

6 Ibn Adi, vol. 2, p. 573. 
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Like the previous narration, there are two problems with this chain: 
Jafar ibn Jasr ibn Farqad and his father Jasr ibn Farqad. Ibn Adi records this 
hadith as one of Jafar's rejected reports and he said that the possible source is 
his father Jasr. Al-Uqaily said about Jafar that his memory was very poor and 
he would narrate rejected reports. Al-Dhahabi described his hadith as rejected.' 

Jasr has also been heavily criticized. Al-Bukhari, al-Nasaai and al- 
Daaraqutni all mentioned him in their short collections of weak narrators. Al- 
Nasaai said his hadith should not be recorded while al-Daaraqutni described 
him as a rejected narrator. Yahya ibn Maeen stated, "He is [equal to] nothing," 
implying that he is a weak narrator. Al-Dhahabi and ibn Hajr have also 
declared him to be weak. 2 

The conclusion is that this narration and wording is rejected. It is 
neither to be used as supporting evidence or to be supported. 

(3) A third narration of this hadith is the following: 

"Allah has removed for my Nation [what is done] by mistake, out of 
forgetfulness and under coercion." This is the wording of the hadith that is 
most often found in the books on Islamic legal theory. 

With this wording, this hadith is recorded by ibn Maajah 3 , Abu Nuaim 
in Hilyat and al-Baihaqi in al-Sunan al-Kubra. 4 This wording has what looks 
like three different chains but, in reality, that may not be the case. Figure 39. 1 
gives the details of these chains. 

These chains all revolve around both al-Waleed ibn Muslim and 
Muhammad ibn Musaffa. (They are highlighted in the figure.) This means that 
these two or one of them related this same hadith in three different ways. There 
are some scholars of hadith, like al-Zuhri, who were well-known for collecting 
many different chains for the same hadith. It would not be strange for al-Zuhri 
to narrate the same hadith in many different ways or with many different 
chains. However, if a narrator is not of that caliber, when he narrates the same 



1 For more about Jafar ibn Jasr, see ibn Adi, vol. 2, p. 573; al-Dhahabi, Meezaan, vol. 1 pp. 403- 
4; al-Dhahabi, Al-Mughni fi al-Dhuafaa, vol. 1, p. 132; ibn Hajr, Lisaan al-Meezaan, vol. 2, pp. 
140-141. 

2 For more about Jasr, see Muhammad ibn Hibbaan, Kitaab al-Majrooheen, pp. 217-218; al- 
Dhahabi, Meezan, vol. 1, pp. 398-399; ibn Hajr, Lisaan, vol. 2, pp. 132-133; Abdul Azeez al- 
Seerwaan, Al-Majmoo fi al-Dhuafaa wa al-Matrukeen (Beirut: Daar al-Qalam, 1985), p. 75, 295 
and418. 

3 Al-Nawawi was not being very precise when he stated, after recording the hadith, "Recorded by 
ibn Maajah, al-Baihaqi and others." Ibn Maajah has recorded this hadith twice. One is through 
ibn Abbaas and it is not the wording that al-Nawawi presented. The second is the wording that al- 
Nawawi recorded but it is not through ibn Abbaas. 

4 See, respectively, Muhammad ibn Maajah, Sunan (no publication information given, 1984), 
vol. 1, p. 378; Abu Nuaim al-Isbahaani, Hilyat, vol. 6, p. 352; al-Baihaqi, vol. 7, p. 357. 
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hadith in different manners, it is a sign that he did not record it or memorize it 
properly. In other words, it is a sign that he is confused concerning the matter. 

Al-Waleed ibn Muslim is a very famous, trustworthy narrator. He was 
known for being especially knowledgeable concerning the hadith of al-Auzaai. 
Ahmad ibn Hanbal did, though, say about him that he made a lot of mistakes. 
Furthermore, al-Haitham ibn Khaarij ah told him that he ruined the hadith of al- 
Auzaai. This was because al-Waleed used to perform an act known as tadlees 
al-taswiyyah. This is where he would drop a weak narrator from further up the 
chain and replace that weak narrator's name with the term an (a vague term 
meaning "on the authority of). When he heard hadith from al-Auzaai on the 
authority of weak narrators, he would drop the weak narrators name from the 
chain and that would make the hadith look better. 1 

The source of the problem in these narrations is probably Muhammad 
ibn Musaffa. Ibn Hibbaan wrote about this narrator, 

He was one of the people with a poor memory, to the point that 
he would exchange the chains of the hadith and narrate mursal 
reports completely back to the Prophet (peace be upon him). It 
is not allowed to use him as evidence when he is solitary in 
what he reports. When he is in agreement with the trustworthy 
narrators, he may be used as evidence. When he is not in 
disagreement with the trustworthy narrators, I see no harm in 
considering him as possible corroborating evidence. 2 

From his entry in Tahdheeb al-Kamaal, there seems to be wide agreement that 
he was a narrator who, although honest, committed a large number of 
mistakes. 3 



For more about al-Waleed ibn Muslim, see his entry in al-Mizi, vol. 31, pp. 86-99. 

2 Ibn Hibbaan, al-Majrooheen, vol. 2, p. 293. 

3 See al-Mizi, vol. 26, pp. 465-469. 
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Muhammad 
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Abdullah ibn 
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Abu Nuaim 




Abu al- 
Husain al- 
Qattaan 



al-Baihaqi 



Figure 39.1. Chains for the Hadith, "Allah has removed from My 

Nation..." 



In addition to the confused way that either al-Waleed or ibn Musaffa 
narrated it, each one of these chains has some other problems. In the first chain, 
the link is broken between Ataa and ibn Abbaas. The second chain goes 
through Imam Malik. There seems to be agreement that this is definitely not 
one of Imam Malik's hadith.' After recording the hadith, Abu Nuaim wrote, "It 
is strange as a hadith of Malik. Only ibn al-Musaffa on the authority of al- 



1 See ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 363. 
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Waleed narrates it in that fashion." 1 As has been noted, they also narrate it 
in other ways and this narration through Malik is considered one of their 
mistakes. The third chain goes through Abdullah ibn Laheeah, who was a weak 
narrator. 2 In addition, he committed tadlees and this narration from him is in a 
vague form (using the word an, "on the authority of). 

Ibn Abu Haatim asked his father, Abu Haatim al-Raazi, about the three 
chains depicted in Figure 39.1 . Ibn Abu Haatim wrote, 

My father said, "Those hadith are rejected," as if they were 
fabricated. And my father said, "Al-Auzaai did not hear that 
hadith from Ataa. Instead, he heard it from a man whom he did 
not name. It was possibly either Abdullah ibn Aamir or 
Ismaaeel ibn Muslim. That hadith is not authentic and its chain 
is not confirmed. 3 

The conclusion concerning this third wording is that it is not supported 
by any strong chains. However, there are other chains that have a very close 
meaning to it. The problem is with the word or "removed". 4 This does not 
seem to be the correct word in this particular hadith. 

(4) A fourth wording for this hadith is the following, 

"Allah has pardoned for my Nation [what is done] by mistake, out of 
forgetfulness or under duress." 5 With this wording, this hadith has been 
narrated through numerous chains and recorded by al-Tabaraani in al-Kabeer 
and al-Sagheer, al-Uqaili, al-Haakim, ibn Hibbaan, al-Daaraqutni and ibn Adi. 1 

1 Abu Nuaim, vol. 6, p. 352. 

2 There is some dispute about exactly how weak a narrator ibn Laheeah was. Some say that he 
only became a weak narrator after a fire destroyed his books and he was forced to narrate from 
his memory. Others say that even before that fire, his narrations were weak. One of the best 
discussions of ibn Laheeah may be found in Ahmad Abdul-Kareem's footnotes to Muhammad 
ibn Sayyid al-Naas, Al-Nafih al-Shadhi fi Sharh Jaami al-Tirmidhi (Riyadh: Daar al-Aasimah, 
1409 A.H.), vol. 2, pp. 854-863. 

3 Abdul-Rahmaan ibn Abu Haatim al-Raazi, Hal al-Hadeeth (Makkah: Daar al-Baaz, 1985), vol. 
I, p. 431. Ahmad ibn Hanbal's son asked Ahmad about this hadith and he said this father 
strongly rejected it. Then he said, "It is only narrated [meaning, Allah knows best, with a good 
chain] from al-Hasan from the Prophet (peace be upon him)." See Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Kitaab al- 
llalwa Marifah al-Rijaal (Beirut: al-Maktab al-lslaami, 1988), vol. 1, pp. 561-562. 

4 It is this wording that one finds in many of the books on Islamic legal theory. After stating that 
wording, the legal theorists then discuss what is meant by the hadith since acts of forgetfulness, 
mistake and coercion still exist in the Nation of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). 

5 There are some very slight differences in the way this hadith is narrated. However, they do not 
affect the meaning at all. Some are as shown in the text above. Others begin with, jj 1 -?^ or "Allah 
pardons," without the emphasizing word inna. Others state, ^1 cf- JJ^ ^ u! ("Allah has 
pardoned my Nation with respect to three. . ."). 

See, respectively, Sulaimaan al-Tabaraani, Al-Mujam al-Kabeer (Cairo: Maktabah ibn 
Taimiyah, n.d.), vol. 2, p. 97 and vol. 11, pp. 133-134; Amreer, Al-Raudh, vol. 2, p. 52; 
Muhammad al-Uqaili, Kitaab al-Dhuafaa al-Kabeer (Beirut: Daar al-Kutub al-llmiyyah, 1984), 
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It has been narrated from the Companions ibn Abbaas, ibn Umar, Thaubaan 
and Abu al-Dardaa. It has also been narrated in mursal form 1 from al-Hasan 
al-Basri, as recorded by Abdul Razzaaq, ibn Abu Shaibah, Saeed ibn Mansoor 
and ibn al-Jauzi. 2 Ibn Abu Shaiba also records another mursal report from Ata. 3 
Figure 39.2 shows the different chains coming from the Companions other than 
ibn Abbaas. Figure 39.3 shows the different chains coming from ibn Abbaas. 



vol. 4, p. 145; al-Haakim, , vol. 2, p. 198; ibn Hibbaan in al-Faaris, vol. 16, p. 202; Ali al- 
Daaraqutni, Sunan al-Daaraqutni (Beirut: Aalim al-Kitaab, 1983), vol. 4, pp. 170-171; ibn Adi, 
vol. 3, p. 1 172. Ibn Muhammad (p. 216) notes that it is also narrated with the same chains by al- 
Saidaawi in Mujam al-Shuyookh, ibn Hazm in al-Ihkaam and ibn al-Mundhir in al-Iqnaa. He (p. 
217) also mentions another chain recorded by al-Tabaraani in Musnad al-Shaamiyeen but that 
chain contains a liar in it and it has been ignored for the purposes here. 

1 Mursal here means that it is a report from a Follower on the authority of the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) without any mention of the name of the Companion who originally narrated that 
hadith. 

2 See, respectively, Abdul Razzaaq ibn Hammaam al-Sanaani, al-Musannaf (Beirut: al-Maktab 
al-Islaami, 1983), vol. 6, pp. 409-410; Ibn Abu Shaiba, Al-Musannaf, vol. 4, p. 59; Saeed ibn 
Mansoor, Sunan Saeed ibn Mansoor (Beirut: Daar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah, 1985), vol. 1, p. 287; 
Abdul Rahmaan ibn al-Jauzi, Al-Tahqeeq fi Ahaadeeth al-Khilaaf (Beirut: Daar al-Kutub al- 
Ilmiyyah, 1 994), vol. 2, p. 293. Some of the narrations mention the word jjW^ while others state, 
lie. The meaning of both is virtually the same. It should also be noted that in al-Musannaf, the 
chain is stated as, "Hishaam on the authority of Hasaan on the authority of Hasan." However, that 
is probably just a typographical error as the correct chain is, "Hishaam son of Hasaan on the 
authority of Hasan." Allah knows best. 

3 Ibn Abu Shaibah, vol. 4, p. 153. 
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Figure 39.2 Chains for the Hadith, "Allah has pardoned for my 
Nation..." from other than ibn Abbaas 
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The Prophet (peace 
be upon him) 



1 



al-Rabee 

ibn 
Sulaiman 



ibn Abbas 

I 



Ubaid ibn 
Umair 



Ataa 



Bahr ibn 
Nadhr 





al-Auzaai 
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Bishr ibn 
Bakr 




Ayyub ibn 
Suwaid 



Al-Rabee 



5 Narrators 



Ahmad ibn 
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al- 

Daaraqutni 



Waseef ibn 
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al- 

Tabaraani, 
al-Sapheer 



Abu al- 
Abbas 



ibn Hibbaan 



al-Haakim 



Saeed al- 
Alaaf 



Muslim ibn 
Khalid al- 
Zariii 



Muala ibn 
Mahdi 



AN ibn 
Abdul Aziz 



al- 

Tabaraani 



Figure 39.3 Chains for the Hadith, "Allah has pardoned for my 
Nation..." from ibn Abbaas 



The Chain from Thaubaan: The problem with this chain is Yazeed 
ibn Rabeeah. He is a completely rejected narrator according to al-Nasaai. Al- 
Jauzijaani said that he feared that his hadith were fabrications.' 

The Chain from ibn Umar: This chain was discussed earlier. There is 
widespread agreement that this hadith is not one of the hadith of Imam Malik. 



1 See ibn Muhammad, p. 217. 
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The mistake probably originated with ibn Musaffa who was known for 
confusing chains of hadith. 

The Chain from Abu al-Dardaa: This chain goes through Abu Bakr 
al-Hudhali. When Shubah was asked about al-Hudhali, he said, "Leave me so I 
do not vomit." There is widespread agreement that he is a rej ected, completely 
unacceptable narrator. 1 

This chain also goes through Shahr ibn Haushab. In al-Taqreeb, Ibn 
Hajr stated that he is honest but he has lots of mursal (reports with broken 
chains) and lots of errors. Maroof and al-Arnaoot point out that this is probably 
not the correct description of Shahr. Instead, he should be considered weak but 
his narrations can be used as supporting evidence. This is more consistent with 
what the early scholars, such as Yahya ibn Saeed, Shubah, Abu Haatim, said 
about Shahr ibn Haushab. 2 

The above three narrations of this hadith must be considered 
unacceptable. They can neither be used as corroborating evidence nor can they 
corroborate other reports. 

The Chain from al-Hasan al-Basri: Al-Hasan was a very famous 
Follower and not a Companion of the Prophet (peace be upon him). Hence, the 
chain between al-Hasan and the Prophet (peace be upon him) is broken. 
Therefore, this is one of al-Hasan' s mursal reports, since he did not mention 
the name of the Companion who originally narrated this hadith. 

There is a difference of opinion concerning the quality of al-Hasan's 
mursal reports. A mursal hadith is a type of weak hadith. However, some 
narrators' mursal reports are considered of better quality than others because 
when those mursal reports were studied in detail, they were found, for the most 
part, to have known and accepted sources. In his dissertation, al-Auni discusses 
al-Hasan's mursal reports in great detail and concludes that they are of a good 
quality. 3 This means that they may be used for supporting evidence and they 
may be supported by other reports. 

The one who narrated this hadith on the authority of al-Hasan was 
Hishaam ibn Hasaan. Although Hishaam was a trustworthy narrator, there is 
some question about his narrations on the authority of al-Hasan al-Basri. Some 
claimed that his narrations from al-Hasan were actually from what he found in 
Haushab 's book. This is based on a couple of reports where the people said that 
they never saw Hishaam in the company of al-Hasan. At the same time, ibn 
Uyainah said that Hishaam was the most knowledgeable of the people in the 



1 See his entry in ibn Hajr, Tahdheeb, vol. 4, p. 498. 

2 Bashaar Maroof and Shuaib al-Arnaoot, Tahreer Taqreeb al-Tahdheeb (Beirut: Muassasah al- 
Risaalah, 1997), vol. 2, p. 122. 

3 Al-Shareef al-Aooni, al-Mursal al-Khafi wa Alaaqatuhu bi-l-Tadlees: Diraasah Nadhiriyyah 
wa Tabeeqiyyah ala Marwiyyaat al-Hasan al-Basri (Al-Thuqbah, Saudi Arabia: Daar al-Hijrah, 
1997), vol. 1, pp. 299-454. 
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hadith of al-Hasan. It has also been reported that Hishaam was al-Hasan's 
neighbor for ten years. Al-Auni, who also discussed this issue in detail, noted 
that Hishaam lived a long life and those who did not see him in al-Hasan's 
company were present at times other than when Hishaam studied with al- 
Hasan. Al-Auni concludes, as did numerous scholars before him, that 
Hishaam's narrations from al-Hasan are sound and correct. 2 

The conclusion about this chain, therefore, is that it is a good mursal 
report. This means that, by itself, it is still considered weak. However, it is 
acceptable as supporting evidence and it may also be strengthened due to 
corroborating evidence. 

The Chains from Ataa: The link between Ataa and the Prophet (peace 
be upon him) is obviously broken, since Ataa was not a Companion. Hence, it 
is also a mursal report. 

Ataa was Ataa ibn Abu Ribaah, a well-known and trustworthy 
narrator. 3 The first chain from Ataa is from ibn Juraij. Ibn Juraij is Abdul 
Maalik ibn Abdul Azeez ibn Juraij. He was considered one of the most 
knowledgeable in the hadith of Ataa because he stayed with Ataa for seventeen 
years. The problem with ibn Juraij is that he has been accused of committing 
tadlees; in fact, he has been accused of committing a terrible form of tadlees 
wherein he only drops the narrator's name if he is a weak narrator. However, 
ibn Juraij himself said regarding his narrations from Ataa, "If I said, 'Ataa 
said,' it means I heard it directly from him even I did not say, 'I heard.'" This 
narration in question is one where he simply said, "Ataa said." 4 Yahya ibn 
Sulaim, the next in the chain, was an honest person, whose hadith are good 
except when he narrates from Ubaidullah ibn Umar. 5 

The conclusion concerning this chain is that it is also a good mursal 
report. Again, this means that it may be used as supporting evidence for other 
reports. 

The second chain from Ataa goes through Muhammad ibn Musaffa 
from al-Waleed ibn Muslim once again. At least in this case, however, they are 
supported in both the wording as well as the source of the hadith. Ibn Hibbaan 
would accept ibn Musaffa in this case. Hence, it could be a case where they did 
not make a mistake while other narrations from ibn Musaffa are his mistakes. 



' Such reports may be found in ibn Hajr, Tahdheeb, vol. 4, pp. 268-269. 

2 See al-Auni, vol. 2, pp. 555-561. 

3 See ibn Hajr, Tahdheeb, vol. 3, pp. 101-103. 

4 Cf., al-Dumaini, pp. 383-386. 

5 See Maroof and al-Arnaoot, vol. 4, pp. 86-87. 
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The Chains from ibn Abbaas: The chains of ibn Hibbaan, al- 
Tabaraani and al-Daraqutni are excellent chains. 1 Al-Amaoot said of ibn 
Hibbaan's chain, 

Its chain is sahih according to al-Bukhari's standard. Its 
narrators are trustworthy and from the narrators of the two 
Sahihs [of al-Bukhari and Muslim], with the exception of Bishr 
ibn Bikr who is only found in al-Bukhari. 2 

But this is, in essence, the same chain criticized by Abu Haatim, who 
claimed that al-Auzaai did not hear this hadith from Ataa. Al-Albaani has 
responded to this criticism by saying, 

I am not of the same opinion as Abu Haatim, may Allah have 
mercy on him. Certainly, it is not allowed to declare a hadith of 
a trustworthy narrator weak, especially if he was a noble Imam 
such as al-Auzaai, solely on the basis of a claim that he did not 
hear the hadith directly. Therefore, we are following the basic 
principle that a trustworthy narrator's narration is considered 
authentic until it is made clear that there is some break in the 
chain. 3 

This same hadith was also narrated from Bishr by Bahr on the 
authority of al-Auzaai, as recorded by al-Haakim. It is also an authentic chain 
as Bishr is a trustworthy narrator. 

Al-Haakim has another recording of this hadith but it is from al-Rabee 
on the authority of Ayyoob, instead of Bishr. This particular chain is not very 
strong due to the presence of Ayyoob. Ibn Hajr called Ayyoob, "Honest, 
mistake-prone." Maroof and al-Arnaoot say that it would be better simply to 
term him a weak narrator. He was considered weak by Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Abu 
Da wood and many others. 4 

The other chain in the figure contains Saeed al-Alaaf and Muslim ibn 
Khaalid al-Zanji. Saeed seems to be an unknown narrator. 5 

As for Muslim ibn Khaalid, Ibn Hajr described him as, "honest, jurist, 
lots of errors". Maroof and al-Arnaoot state that he should be considered weak 
but his narrations can be taken into consideration. Actually, there are a lot of 
different opinions concerning him. Al-Bukhari abandoned him completely 
while others considered him acceptable. In this particular case, his narration is 



1 The five from whom al-Daraqutni recorded this hadith are: Muhammad ibn Saaid, Abu Bakr al- 
Naisaboori, Musa ibn Jafar ibn Qareen, Ahmad ibn Ibraaheem ibn Habeeb al-Zaraad and 
Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Ishaaq al-Misri. 

2 Amaoot's footnotes to al-Faarisi, vol. 16, p. 202. 

3 Al-Albaani, Irwaa, vol. 1, pi 24. 

4 Maroof and Shuaib al-Arnaoot, vol. 1, p. 160-1. 

5 See Hamdi al-Salafi, footnotes to al-Tabaraani, Mujam al-Kabeer, vol. 1, p. 133. 
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supported by others and, if it were not for Saeed being unknown, it would be 
considered acceptable. 1 

(5) A fifth wording for this hadith is: 

"Allah has pardoned, on my behalf, for my Nation [what is done] by mistake, 
out of forgetfulness or under duress." In this manner, the hadith was recorded 
by ibn Maajah, al-Baihaqi and al-Tahaawi. The chains for those reports are 
seen in Figure 39.4. 

The difference between this narration and the previous narration is that 
this narration makes it explicit that forgiveness is on behalf of the Prophet 
(peace be upon him). 

The first chain of this hadith is very similar to a chain discussed earlier 
that went back to the Companion Abu al-Dardaa instead of Abu Dharr. The 
chain goes through Shahr ibn Haushab, Abu Bakr al-Hudhali and Ayyoob ibn 
Suwaid. They are all weak narrators, as discussed earlier. 

The first chain of this narration has three problems with it, and, hence, 
cannot be considered an acceptable narration. Especially with the presence of 
Abu Bakr, it cannot even be used as supporting evidence. 

The second chain is interesting because it is the same chain discussed 
earlier, wherein it was concluded that it is a strong chain. In this case, though, 
al-Haakim records it through Abu al-Abbaas on the authority of al-Rabee ibn 
Sulaimaan on the authority of Bishr ibn Bakr. However, as was noted earlier, 
al-Haakim also recorded it through the same Abu al-Abbaas from the same al- 
Rabee but on the authority of Ayyoob ibn Suwaid. There is no question that 
Abu al-Abbaas was a trustworthy narrator. 2 In this narration, he narrates the 
hadith from al-Rabee with the word, ^ ("for my sake"), and in doing so he has 
contradicted at least seven others who narrated this hadith from al-Rabee. In 
the other narration, without the word ^ in it, Abu al-Abbaas narrated it from al- 
Rabee from Ayyoob, thereby contradicting at least eight others who narrated 
this hadith from al-Rabee. 



1 Cf., Ibn Hajr, Tahdheeb, vol. 4, pp. 68-69; Maroof and S. al-Arnaoot, vol. 3, pp. 371-372. Ibn 
Muhammad (p. 216) has unfairly stated only the negative remarks concerning Muslim without 
giving any of the very positive statements concerning him. 

Abu al-Abbaas Muhammad ibn Yaqub's biography may be found in al-Dhahabi, Siyar Alaam 
al-Nubalaa, vol. 1 5, pp. 452-460. 
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Figure 39.4 Chains of the Hadith, "Allah has pardoned, for my 

sake, my Nation..." 



The other one who narrated this hadith in this manner from al-Rabee 
was Abu Jafar al-Tahaawi. Al-Tahaawi was a great scholar and master of 
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hadith. However, in this particular narration, he has contradicted what at least 
five others have narrated from al-Rabee. 1 

(6) A sixth wording for this hadith is the following: 

4j]c. *, . jc. ojQ ^yJ^j U»C.J Ui. (JjV "Ull jjl^J 

"Allah has pardoned for the descendants of Adam what is done by mistake, out 
of forgetfulness, out of coercion and what was beyond their power to avoid." 
With this wording, it is recorded by Saeed ibn Mansoor with the chain of: 
Ismaeel ibn Ayyaash — > Jafar ibn Hayyaan al-Utaaridi — > al-Hasan — > the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) 2 

Abdul Razzaaq has something similar from Mamar from Qataadah from the 
Prophet (peace be upon him). 3 

This narration differs from the other narrations in that it makes the 
ruling seem general, applying to all of mankind. The previous narrations 
indicates that the ruling is something special for the Nation of the Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon him). Indeed, there is other evidence that supports 
this. 

The first chain contains Jafar ibn Hayyaan al-Utaaridi who was 
definitely a trustworthy narrator. Ismaaeel ibn Ayyash is described by ibn Hajr 
as, "Honest in the narrations from the people of his land; confused in his other 
narrations." 4 Ismaeel was from Greater Syria while Jafar was from Basra. 
Hence, it would not be surprising if Ismaaeel did not get the wording exactly 
correct of this hadith of the Prophet (peace be upon him). 

The second chain contains Mamar who was a well-known, trustworthy 
narrator. He was a close student of Qataadah from the time he was young. 
Hence, there is no fear that the chain is broken there. Qataadah himself was a 
great scholar of hadith with a great memory. However, the chain between 
Qataadah and the Prophet (peace be upon him) is definitely broken, since 



1 This is assuming that the narration containing the word ^ in the published edition is correct 
and not a typographical error. One published edition of al-Tahaawi's Sharh Maani al-Athaar 
used here is an old work (Cairo: Matbaah al-Anwaar al-Muhammidyyah, no date) and it has 
numerous errors. For example, in the chain for this hadith (vol. 3, p. 95), al-Rabee's name is 
misspelled as Rabee. A more recent publication of the same work (Beirut: Aalim al-Kitaab, 1994, 
vol. 3, p. 95) has the same error concerning al-Rabee's name. (Hence, the source of that mistake 
could be some of the manuscripts of al-Tahaawi's work.) Such a mistake can be critical as Rabee 
ibn Sulaimaan, in general, would be considered a different person from al-Rabee ibn Sulaimaan. 
In fact, there was a narrator with the name Rabee ibn Sulaimaan, and he was a weak narrator. 
However, from the other personalities mentioned in the chain, it is clear to this author that the 
weak narrator Rabee is not the narrator in al-Tahaawi's chain. [For information about the weak 
narrator Rabee ibn Sulaimaan, see ibn Adi, vol. 3, p. 997; al-Uqaili, vol. 2, p. 54; Ahmad ibn 
Shuaib al-Nasaai, Al-Dhuafaa wa al-Matrukoon in Abdul Azeez al-Seerwaan, Al-Majmoo fi al- 
Dhuafaawaal-Matrookeen (Beirut: Daar al-Qalam, 1985), p. 102.] 

2 Saeed ibn Mansoor, vol. 1, p. 279. 

3 Abdul Razaaq al-Sanaani, vol. 6, p. 410. 

4 Cf., Maroof and al-Arnaoot, vol. l,p. 138. 
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Qataadah was a Follower and not a Companion. Furthermore, one of the 
problems with Qataadah is that he was "like one who gathers wood at night" 
not being able to recognize good wood from bad wood. In other words, he used 
to take hadith from most everyone without distinguishing the good narrators 
were from the poor ones. 1 Thus, his reports in which his source is unstated 
cannot be considered acceptable. In this particular case, it means that his 
slightly different narration from the others cannot be considered an acceptable 
narration. 

Conclusions about the Grading and Wording of the Hadith 

Based on the complete chain through ibn Abbaas, the mursal reports of 
al-Hasan and the mursal report from Ataa, it is concluded that this is a sahih 
hadith. The scholars who have approved of this hadith include the following: 
ibn Hibbaan, 2 al-Haakim, al-Dhahabi, 3 ibn Katheer, 4 al-Sakhaawi, 5 al- 
Suyooti, 6 al-Haitami, 7 al-Wazeer al-Yamaani, 8 al-Albaani, 9 Shuaib al- 
Amaoot, 10 ibn Muhammad," and al-Hilaali. 12 

However, none of those scholars attempted to determine the exact or 
correct wording of the hadith. It is clear that the narrations on the authority of 
al-Auzaai from Ataa are all of one and the same hadith. Either the word ^ ("for 
my sake") forms part of that hadith or it does not. 

The conclusion here — and Allah knows best — is that the word ^ does 
not form part of the hadith. It must be considered shaadh. n At least seven 

1 Cf., ibn Hajr, Tahdheeb, vol. 3, p. 429. 

2 See al-Faarisi, vol. 16, p. 202. 

3 Al-Haakim, vol. 2, p. 198. 

4 Ismaaeel ibn Katheer, Tuhfah al-Taalib bi-Marifah Ahaadeeth Mukhtasar ibn al-Haajib 
Hvtakkah: Daar al-Hiraa, 1406 A.H.), pp. 271-274. 

* al-Sakhaawi, pp. 369-371. 

6 al-Suyooti, Al-Ashbaah wa al-Nadhaair, p. 206. 

7 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 274. He, like al-Nawawi, concluded that it is hasan. 

8 Muhammad al-Wazeer al-Yamaani, Al-Awaasim min al-Qawaasim fi al-Dhabb an Sunnah Abi 
al-Qaasim (Beirut: Muassasah al-Risaalah, 1992), vol. 1, pp. 192-196. 

9 Al-Albaani, Irwaa, vol. 1, p. 123. 

10 Shuaib al-Arnaoot, footnotes to al-Faarisi, vol. 16, pp. 203-203. 
" Ibn Muhammad, pp. 215-221. 

12 Al-Hilaali, lqaadh, pp. 528-529. 

13 Shaadh is where trustworthy reporters report something in such a way that it contradicts what 
is proven through stronger means. Some may argue that this is a case of ziyaadat-ul-thiqa, 
wherein a trustworthy narrator has narrated additional information when compared to the other 
narrators. In general, such additional information is considered acceptable as long as it does not 
negate the meaning of what the others have narrated. That is the general principle but like all 
other general principles, it is only applied if other evidence does not lead one to conclude 
something else. This is why Ahmad Shaakir wrote, "Yes, [it is possible] that the researcher notes 
evidence and strong circumstantial points that leads him to conclude that the additional words 
from the trustworthy narrator are shaadh and mistaken. However, that occurs so rarely that one 
cannot build a general principle upon it." [See Ahmad Shaakir, al-Baath al-Hatheeth Sharh 
Ikhtisaar Uloom al-Hadeeth (Damascus: Daar al-Faihaa, 1994), p. 71.] In other words, there 
must be some limit to the acceptability of additional words from trustworthy narrators. In this 
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narrators have narrated this hadith from Al-Rabee ibn Sulaiman without the 
word ^ in it while only two reported it from him with that word as part of the 
hadith. Furthermore, Bahr ibn Nadhr, a trustworthy narrator, is in agreement 
with al-Rabee in narrating this hadith from Bishr without the word ^ in it. In 
addition, the mursal report from Ataa, which is most likely the same hadith 
with the same chain, also does not have this word in it. Finally, the mursal 
reports from al-Hasan that have good chains also do not have this word in it. 
Hence, it must be concluded that the inclusion of this word in this particular 
hadith is a mistake. Most likely the source of the mistake is al-Rabee himself 
who, although unquestionably a trustworthy narrator, was also characterized at 
one time as having some great forgetfulness in his reports. ' 

The correct wording or meaning of this hadith is as follows: 

"Allah has pardoned for my Nation [what is done] by mistake, out of 
forgetfulness or under duress." 2 And Allah alone knows best. 

Important General Observations 3 

After the above lengthy discussion to determine both the authenticity 
of this hadith as well as its exact wording, a few general observations need to 
made. 

First, this hadith exemplifies the importance of the sciences of hadith 
as a whole. The scholars of hadith determine whether or not a hadith is 
authentic or acceptable. However, their job must be more detailed than that. It 
is also their goal to determine as closely as possible the exact wording of the 
Prophet (peace be upon him). 

Determining the exact wording of the hadith to the best of one's ability 
is done for two important reasons. One is to avoid ascribing anything to the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) that cannot be proved the Prophet (peace be upon 



particular case, those who narrated the additional wording, "for my sake," are greatly 
outnumbered by those who do not narrate that additional wording, both with respect to the same 
chain through al-Rabee ibn Sulaimaan and Bishr or with respect to how others narrated this 
hadith, such as the mursal reports from al-Hasan and Ata. Hence, again, the conclusion is that the 
additional wording, "for my sake" must be considered shaadh. Allah knows best. For more on 
the question of when to accept and when to reject additional text or information from trustworthy 
narrators, see Abdul Majeed al-Soosuwah, Minhaj al-Taufeeq wa al-Tarjeeh bain Mukhtalaf al- 
Hadeethwa Alharuhufi al-Fiqh al-lslaami (Amman: Daar al-Nafaais, 1997), pp. 185-188. 

1 See ibn Hajr, Tahdheeb (Muassasat al-Risaalah), vol. 1, p. 593. 

2 Al-Haitami (Fath, p. 274) also offers a linguistic argument for why this should be considered 
the correct wording. 

3 These comments are more related to the sciences and study of hadith. 
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him) actually said. If the scholars of hadith have no evidence that will lead 
them to believe that the Prophet (peace be upon him) made a specific 
statement, they cannot then attribute that statement to the Prophet (peace be 
upon him). In doing so, they would be committing a grave sin by claiming the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) had said something that they do not have 
evidence to support. 

A second important reason is that once the wording of the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) is determined, then that wording can be studied to derive 
as many lessons and rulings as possible. If the proper wording is not first 
determined, then the conclusions drawn from such a hadith may be erroneous. 

The importance of this aspect can be seen in this particular hadith. 
Many of the commentators on this hadith stressed the word ^ ("for me") that 
this author concludes is not part of the hadith. For example, al-Sindi's 
commentary on this hadith is one of his shortest on al-Nawawi 's collection, 
being only six lines. Besides the text of the hadith itself, half of his 
commentary is as follows, 

"Verily Allah" who gave me [the Prophet (peace be upon 
him)] what He gave to no one else of special miracles 
"pardons" out of honor for me... They will not be held 
responsible for those acts as a grace from Him and out of 
honor and esteem for His beloved Muhammad (peace be upon 
him). 2 

Another example is Al-Baitaar who wrote, 

The word ^ ("for my sake") means, "due to me, to give respect 
to my affair and raise my status." For that reason, Muslims 
should increase their supplications for the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) and ask for him to be given the place of intercession 
and bounties and the highest rank... We find that the sin of 
mistake, forgetfulness and compulsion have been raised from 
the Nation of Muhammad because of him as, for the previous 
peoples, it was not raised from them. 3 

Finally, in one of the few English commentaries on al-Nawawi's collection, 
Abbasi wrote, based on this word that does not seem to belong in this hadith, 
"This clearly shows the Prophet as the means of intercession between Allah 
and Man." 4 



This is the approach of scholars of hadith even if the change in wording does not have any 
significant implication for the meaning of the hadith. For example, the hadith with the words, 
"Seeking knowledge is obligatory upon every Muslim," is considered hasan while the hadith 
with the words "Seeking knowledge is obligatory upon every Muslim, male and female," is 
considered weak. See al-Albani's footnotes to al-Tabreezi, vol. 1, p. 76, fn. 2. 

2 Al-Sindi, Sharh al-Arbaeen, p. 116. 

3 Al-Baitaar, pp. 244-245. 

4 Abbasi, p. 209. The obvious problem with what he wrote is that it is very vague and can be 
interpreted in ways that contradict the shareeah. 
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This discussion is not meant to imply that the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) could not have been deserving of such an honor. But one aspect that 
distinguishes Islam from the deviated ways of Judaism and Christianity is that 
it gives the Prophet (peace be upon him) the exact status he deserves, without 
over exaggerating his place like the Christians have done with respect to Jesus 
(peace be upon him) or bringing him down to the level of a common, sinning 
man like the Jews have done to previous prophets (peace be upon them all). 
This lack of deviation can only be guaranteed by sticking to what is verified in 
the Quran and the authentic hadith of the Prophet (peace be upon him). 1 

Third, this example points out the importance of studying the 
supporting evidence used by the scholar of hadith. In general, when a scholar 
of hadith refers to another hadith as supporting evidence, it will have virtually 
the same meaning as the hadith under discussion but with a different chain of 
narrators. Sometimes, though, the scholar might mistakenly refer to a hadith as 
supporting evidence while, in reality, it is not supporting evidence for the 
hadith under discussion. Again, this particular hadith offers an example of this 
potential problem. For this particular hadith, ibn Muhammad 2 and others 
referred to the following hadith from Sahih al-Bukhari and Muslim as 
supporting evidence: 



"Verily, Allah has pardoned, for my sake, for my Nation what is whispered to 
them in their souls as long as they do not act or speak about [those thoughts]." 
Besides the first couple of words of the hadith being the same, there is virtually 
no resemblance between this hadith and the hadith quoted by al-Nawawi. There 



1 This is not simply a theoretical point. There is no question that both forms of deviation have 
appeared among Muslims. Many Sufis, for example, have raised the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
to a status much greater than can be supported by the Quran and sunnah. Some of them even pray 
to his grave and claim that he is able to rescue them when they are in difficulty. Modernist 
Muslims have taken the opposite approach. In many cases, they treat the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) like he was a normal human being living in a certain environment and under certain cultural 
conditions — as if he did not receive any revelation whatsoever. Hence, they are quick to reject 
many of the Prophet's statements if their intellect does not accept such statements. Again, the 
only way to be safe from any such deviations is to afford the Prophet (peace be upon him) the 
status that he is given in the Quran and authentic hadith without adding anything to it or reducing 
anything from it. 

2 Ibn Muhammad, p. 220. With respect to the hadith quoted above from Sahih al-Bukhari and 
Sahih Muslim, ibn Muhammad presented it in its entirety. Hence, the reader can determine that it 
is not relevant as supporting evidence for the hadith in question. However, on p. 215, ibn 
Muhammad states that ibn Adi recorded the same hadith as al-Nawawi and he only gives the 
chain for it. In reality, though, that supporting evidence was not the hadith that al-Nawawi quoted 
but it was another version of the above referred to hadith from al-Bukhari and Muslim. In that 
case, without checking the original source, the reader may be misled into thinking that the same 
hadith had been recorded by ibn Adi with the chain that ibn Muhammad mentioned. 
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is no mention of mistake, forgetfulness or coercion in that supposed 
"supporting evidence". 

Fourth, the study of this hadith also highlighted the importance of 
studying particular narrators in detail and not relying on general, one-word 
statements about them. Some people in the field of hadith today sometimes rely 
solely on ibn Hajr's very important and excellent Taqreeb al-Tahdheeb} 
However, that work does not always give the researcher enough detailed 
information about the narrator. 2 Furthermore, sometimes upon closer 
inspection, ibn Hajr's conclusions do not always seem strong and sometimes 
contradict other information that ibn Hajr himself gave about the narrator in his 
Tahdheeb al-Tahdheeb? 

Three examples of this nature have already been noted in the above 
discussion. (They were Hishaam ibn Hasaan, Ayyoob ibn Suwaid and Shahr 
ibn Haushab.) 

General Comments About the Hadith 

This hadith is extremely important to the topic of personal 
responsibility. In the way that it is understood by some, it has ramifications for 
virtually every area of fiqh. It demonstrates that Allah does not consider people 
sinful when their actions are not representative of their intentions. In general, a 
sin is something done against the shareeah, knowingly and willingly. 

Al-Haitami argued that this hadith spans the entire gamut of human 
action. By its stated meaning, it shows that man is not responsible for what he 
does out of forgetfulness, mistake or coercion. By implication, then, it means 



Ibn Hajr's biographical dictionary Taqreeb al-Tahdheeb is a very useful and important 
reference. In it, ibn Hajr gives a very brief description of the narrators of the famous "six books". 
He states in which book a particular narrator may be found. He gives some information as to 
which historic category the narrator belongs. And he also gives a one or two word description of 
the grade of the narrator, for example, "trustworthy," "weak," "acceptable [if supported by 
others]" and so forth. 

2 A classic example of this nature is the case of Saeed ibn al-Basheer. Ibn Hajr's Taqreeb simply 
mentions that he is weak. Based on that, one may raise his hadith with supporting evidence. A 
modern day scholar did such that with respect to a hadith that he quoted on the authority of 
Qataadah. Had that scholar checked other works, like Tahdheeb al-Kamaal, he would have found 
that, in particular, Saeed's narrations from Qataadah are not accepted as he reports strange and 
unsupported reports from him. For more on this point, see this author's "Well-Known but Non- 
Authentic Hadith and Stories (VI)" Al-Basheer (vol. 8, no. 2, July-August 1994), pp. 3-4. 

3 Ibn Hajr's Tahdheeb al-Tahdheeb is basically the source for Taqreeb al-Tahdheeb. Ibn Hajr 
greatly condensed the information in Tahdheeb and, instead of quoting different scholars about a 
particular narrator as found in Tahdheeb, he simply gave his own conclusion about the narrator in 
Taqreeb. Of course, this author is not the only one or the first one who has noted these problems 
with Taqreeb. This is one of the reasons why Maroof and al-Arnaoot published their critical 
edition of Taqreeb, entitled Tahreer Taqreeb al-Tahdheeb. Another important work of a similar 
nature is Ataa ibn Ahmad, Imaan al-Nadhar fi Taqreeb ibn Hajr (Cairo: Maktaba al-Ilm, 1994). 
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that man is responsible for everything else that he does. Hence, it covers all of 
the acts of the shareeah. 1 

This hadith is also one of the manifestations of the shareeah 's removal 
of hardship from the people. Allah states in the Quran, 

"He has not placed upon you in the religion any hardship" (al-Hajj 78). To 
hold a person sinful and completely responsible for acts that he did by mistake, 
out of forgetfulness or while being coerced would entail a great deal of 
hardship and difficulty. Ibn Humaid points out that such could reach the level 
of burdening a person beyond what he can bear which is categorically denied 
of the shareeah. 2 Therefore, the shareeah has lessened the burden and held 
humans free of sin in those cases. 

About the Narrator: ibn Abbaas 
Ibn Abbaas was discussed in the commentary to Hadith Number 19. 

"Allah has pardoned" 

This hadith demonstrates the great mercy and compassion that Allah 
has for the followers of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). No one 
can force Allah to judge in a particular fashion or decree a particular matter. 
But this hadith points to Allah's wisdom, justice and mercy. 

Al-Haitami stated, 

Pardoning those aspects [that is, the sin of unintentional acts, 
acts done out of forgetfulness or coercion] is the requirement 
of wisdom, even though if Allah were to hold one to account 
for those acts He would be just [since they are the person's 
acts 3 ]. However, the benefit of responsibility and its goal is to 
distinguish between the obedient one and the sinner, and to 
destroy the one who is to be destroyed after he received clear 
guidance and to give real life to the alive on the basis of clear 
guidance. Any act of obedience or disobedience needs an 
intention for it to be tied to reward or punishment. The three 
cases [described in this hadith] are devoid of such intention. 
The first two cases are clear in and of themselves. As for the 



1 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 274. 

2 Saalih ibn Humaid, Raf al-Haraj fi al-Shareeah al-I slaamiyyah (Makkah: Umm al-Qura 
University, 1403 A.H.), p. 214. 

3 For example, among human beings, one person may forget to do something or do something by 
mistake and another person may not be willing to forgive or overlook what he has done. This is 
because it is recognized that even if the act was done out or forgetfulness or due to a mistake, it 
was in fact the person's act and he is sometimes held fully responsible for what he has done. 
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third case, the intention is from the one doing the coercing and 
not the coerced himself, he is simply like a tool. 1 

What Exactly Has Been Pardoned? 

It is obvious that mistakes, forgetfulness and coercion occur among the 
Muslim nation. This hadith does not imply that such would not occur among 
this nation, although some of the narrations of the hadith could give that 
impression. Important questions that arise are: What exactly has been 
pardoned? Has the entire act been pardoned including both the sinful nature of 
the act as well as its legal ruling in this world? 2 Or has just the possible sinful 
nature been pardoned while the worldly ruling and consequences must still be 
tended to by the individual involved? If the act performed was a permissible, 
non-sinful act, is the worldly ruling then considered void or is it enforceable? 

In some cases, there are explicit texts from the Quran and sunnah 
stating what should be done in the case of mistake, forgetfulness or coercion. 
For example, in the case of mistakenly killing another believer, the Quran has 
laid down the expiation for that act. Those cases that have been explicitly 
addressed in other texts are not problematic. One simply follows the spec' 
text related to that case. 

The problem arises when no other relevant text exists. 3 In those ca 
there is a difference of opinion among the different schools of fiqh as to 
understanding and application of this particular hadith. The hadith itself is 
open to being interpreted as the sinful nature of the act is overlooked and 
pardoned. It is also open to mean that all of the rulings associated with that act 
are to be pardoned, as if the act itself never occurred. All scholars seem to 
agree that the sinful nature of the act has definitely been removed. They differ 
only with respect to the worldly legal ramifications. 4 



1 Al-Haitami, Fath, pp. 274-275. 

2 For example, to speak while in prayer is a sin. Its worldly ruling is that it invalidates the prayer. 
Therefore, the issues in question here are the following: If a person speaks by mistake while in 
prayer, is he a sinner due to that act? That is the question with respect to the sinful nature of the 
act. The question with respect to the worldly ruling is: Does the one who speaks in prayer by 
mistake invalidate his prayer or not? 

3 In some commentaries to this hadith, the impression is given that under each case, one must act 
according to the relevant evidence. (Such is the approach of Sultaan, p. 345.) However, that is 
simply begging the question. The question is: If there is no other evidence, does this one hadith 
constitute enough evidence to say that both the sin and the worldly ruling of the act is 
overlooked? 

4 In fact, one approach to this hadith is that there is no ambiguity in the hadith and there is no 
need to assume anything further for the hadith. This is because its wording is clear, even before 
the coming of the shareeah, and its meaning jumps to the person's mind: a person will not be 
held responsible or punished for anything he does by mistake, out of forgetfulness or while under 
duress. Hence, it is literally correct and true either linguistically or because of an understanding 
that already exists among the people. [Cf., Muhammad ibn al-Najaar, Sharh al-Kaukab al- 
Muneer (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ubaikaan, 1993), vol. 3, p. 202.] However, that is not the most 
common approach to understanding this hadith. 
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The Concept of Umoom al-Muqtadhaa . 

Before beginning the discussion of the different approaches to the 
above issue, a brief discourse to introduce the term umoom al-muqtadhaa is 
needed. In the commentary to Hadith #1, the concepts of idhmaar and taqdeer 
were introduced. This question is related to those concepts. 

The wording of the hadith here requires that something be assumed in 
order to give it a complete meaning. This leads to the question of how much 
can be assumed. This is the topic in Islamic legal theory known as u^u i ?y>c- 
umoom al-muqtadhaa or the generality or number of required assumption(s). 
This discussion revolves around one question, "How general or encompassing 
can one make one's required assumption when the text itself does not provide 
all of the essential components?" More precisely stated the issue is as follows: 
Suppose there are four possible assumptions that could be made concerning 
what is not stated in a text. Can one assume all four of those possibilities or can 
one assume only one of them? If a scholar accepts the notion of umoom al- 
muqtadhaa, he will allow more than one assumption to be made, up to every 
assumption possible. If a scholar does not accept that notion, he will only allow 
one assumption or the minimum needed assumption. 

The Ha nail Approach.' In general, the Hanafis take the strictest 
approach, since they reject the application of umoom al-muqtadhaa. They 
argue that all agree that the sinful nature is pardoned. They then argue that to 
assume any further implication is not permissible. The principle is to assume as 
little as possible for, in essence, one is assuming only out of necessity and, in 
all cases of necessity, one must opt for the minimum needed to fulfill one's 
necessity. Since the expression can have meaning without assuming more, it is 
not permissible to assume more. 2 Furthermore, one can assume that the word or 
phrase means one thing but one cannot assume that it means more than one 
thing. That is to say, one can assume that the hadith is in reference to the sinful 
nature or to the worldly ruling but one cannot assume that it is in reference to 
both. 

Therefore, from the Hanafi perspective, unless there is specific 
evidence regarding a particular issue, it is understood that this hadith only 
implies that the sin of the act is pardoned and not the worldly consequences of 
the act. 



' In the field of Islamic legal theory, due to historical developments, many topics are discussed 
from the point of view of the Hanafis (also known as the jurists or fuqahaa) vis-a-vis the point of 
view of the Shafi'ees/Maalikis/Hanbalis (also known as the "scholastic dialecticians" or 
mutakallimoon). For the sake of brevity, in the above analysis, the emphasis will be on the Hanafi 
perspective vis-a-vis the Shafi'ee perspective. 

Cf., Abu Bakr Muhammad al-Sarakhsi, Usool al-Sarakhsi (Daar al-Kitaab al-Arabi, 1372 
A.H.), vol. l,pp. 248-254. 
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The Approach of the Mutakallimoon (Shafi'ees, Malikis and 
Hanbalis). First there is the general question of whether or not the 
mutakallimoon accept the concept of umoom al-muqtadhaa. Although a 
detailed discussion of that question is beyond the scope of this work, it must be 
commented upon here to some extent. 

Those who Reject the Concept of Umoom al-Muqtadhaa. Many 
writers state that it is the Shafi'ee approach or the opinion of al-Shafi'ee 
himself to accept umoom al-muqtadhaa. Such has been attributed to them by 
al-Turki, 1 al-Duraini 2 and others. 

The Shafi'ee scholar al-Alaai says that one can find evidence in which 
al-Shafi'ee himself accepted the concept and other evidence wherein he 
rejected it. 3 However, concerning the example in which he supposedly 
accepted the concept, al-Shafi'ee himself, in his dictation, seemed to reject 
umoom al-muqtadhaa while accepting only analogy in a similar case. 4 Al- 
Khinn also noted that he had never seen al-Shafi'ee himself actually invoke 
this concept or anything similar to it, although the Hanafi scholars explicitly 
ascribe it to al-Shafi'ee himself. 5 

Furthermore, many of the leading Shafi'ee legal theorists throughout 
the years have also rejected umoom al-muqtadhaa. For example, al-Ghazzaali 
and al-Amidi 6 , also hold the same views as the Hanafis on this point. Al- 
Ghazzaali argues that generality is a characteristic of terms only and cannot be 
a characteristic of the "meaning" of an expression. Al-Raazi also rejects the 
idea of umoom al-muqtadhaa on the basis that assuming one matter is all that is 
needed and all that can be resorted to in the case of necessity. 7 Other Shafi'ee 
scholars of the same opinion include al-Bannaani and Abdul Rahmaan al- 
Sherbeeni. 8 



1 Abdullah al-Turki, Asbaab lkhtilaaf al-Fuqahaa (Riyadh: Maktaba al-Riyaadh al-Hadeethah), 
p. 163. 

Fathi al-Duraini, al-Manaahij al-U sooliyyah fi al-Ijtihaad bi-Rai fi al-Tashree al-lslami 
(Damascus: Daar al-Rasheed, 1976), vol. 1, p. 373, 

3 Khaleel al-Alaai, Talqeeh al-Fuhoom fi Tanqeeh Siyagh al-Umoom (published by Abdullah 
Ali-Shaikh, 1983), p. 417. 

4 See Abu Bakr al-Hisni, Kitaab al-Qawaaid (Riyadh: Maktaba al-Rushd, 1997), vol. 2, p. 271. 

5 Mustafa al-Khinn, Athar al-Ikhtilaaf fi al-Qawaaid al-U sooliyyah fi Ikhtfilaaf al-Fuqahaa 
(Beirut: Muassasah al-Risaalah, 1996), p. 155. 

Al-Amidi actually seems to be unclear on this point as sometimes he seems to reject it while at 
other times he seems to accept it. 

7 Cf., Abu Haamid Muhammad al-Ghazzaali, al-Mustasfa min llm al-Usool (Daar Saadir), vol. 2, 
p. 61; Saif al-Deen Ali al-Amidi, al-Ihkaam fi Usool al-Ahkaam (Beirut: Daar al-Kutub al- 
Ilmiyyah, 1983), vol. 2, pp. 363-364; Fakhr al-Deen al-Raazi, al-Mahsool fi llm al-Usool 
(Riyadh: Muhammad ibn Saud Islamic University, 1979), vol. 1, part 2, pp. 625-626. 

Al-Allaamah al-Bannaani, Haashiyyah al-Bannaani ala Sharh al-Jalaal Shams al-Deen 
Muhammad al-Muhala ala Matn Jama al-Jawaami lil-Imaam Taaj al-Deen Abdul Wahaab al- 
Subkee (wa bi-Haamishi: Taqreeraat al-Sharbeeni (Beirut: Daaral-Fikr, 1982), vol. l,p. 402. 
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Those who Accept the Concept of Umoom al-Muqtadhaa. Some 
Shafi'ee scholars do explicitly accept the concept and seem to be willing to 
apply it to the hadith under discussion here, "Allah has pardoned..." Al-Hisni 
argues in its favor. 1 One of their arguments is that when a statement is in need 
of assuming some non-stated components, one cannot state that one assumption 
is stronger than the other. Hence, if all are possible, all such assumptions must 
be made as otherwise one is making a conclusion without overriding evidence 
for it. 2 Another argument is that the problem of assuming too much is 
considered a lesser problem than too much vagueness. 3 

Abu al-Khattaab, the Hanbali, presents one of the strongest arguments 
in favor of accepting umoom al-muqtadhaa by referring to this hadith, "Allah 
has pardoned..." He says that if this hadith is in reference to the sin only, there 
would be nothing special about this Nation of the Prophet Muhammad (peace 
be upon him). He states that in all of the previous laws the one who forgot was 
not held considered sinful. 4 That argument would be a very strong argument if 
there was definite proof that all the previous laws did not consider such people 
sinful. 5 

Others who accept the concept and application of umoom al- 
muqtadhaa 6 include "the family of Taimiya" 7 , ibn Qudaama and Abdul Qaadir 
ibn Badraan of the Hanbalis. 8 

In sum, from this perspective, unless there is specific evidence 
regarding a particular issue, it is understood that this hadith implies that both 
the sin of the act is pardoned as well as some of the consequences related to 
this world. 

The implications of these two approaches to umoom al-muqtadhaa and 
their implications for this particular hadith are shown in Figure 39.5. 



1 Al-Hisni, vol. 2, p. 272. 

2 With respect to the particular hadith under discussion here, "Allah has pardoned for my Nation 
[what is done] mistakenly, out of forgetfulness or under duress," most of the texts on Islamic 
legal theory reproduce it with the wording, "Allah has removed from my nation..." Based on that 
wording, the Shafi'ee scholars also argue that the complete removal of consequences in both this 
life and the Hereafter is much closer to the wording of hadith and, therefore, it is what must be 
understood from the hadith. Cf., al-Khinn, p. 1 55. 

3 Cf., al-Hisni, vol. 2, p. 272. 

4 Abu al-Khataab was quoted in Muwafaq al-Deen Abdullah ibn Qudaamah, Raudhah al- 
Naadhir wa Junnah al-Munaadhir (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Maarif, 1 984), vol. 2, p. 5 1 . 

5 The hadith to be presented later concerning the revelation of the last three verses of soorah al- 
Baqara seems to contradict the argument presented by Abu al-Khataab. 

6 Often times in the discussion of the concept of umoom al-muqtadhaa there is an explicit 
mention of this hadith, "Allah has pardoned..." 

7 "The family of Taimiya" is in reference to Majid al-Deen Abdul Salaam, Shihaab al-Deen 
Abdul Haleem and Taqi al-Deen Ahmad ibn Taimiya. For their discussion of this point, see 
Shihaab al-Deen Abu al-Abbaas al-Hanbali, al-Musawwadah fi Usool al-Fiqh (Beirut: Daar al- 
Kitaab al-Arabi, n.d.), pp. 90-96. 

8 Cf., Abdul Qaadir ibn Badraan, Nuzhat al-Khaatir al-Maatir [Sharh Raudhat al-Naadhir wa 
Junnah al-Munaadhir], (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Maarif, 1984), vol. 2, pp. 50-52. 
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The Concept of Umoom 
al-Muqtadha (Allowing for | 
more than one needed 
assumption to be made) 



To Reject the Concept:One can 
only assume the minimum that is 

necessary for the original 
sentence to make complete sense 



To Accept the Concept: One can 
assume all the assumptions that 

will fit and allow the original 
sentence to make complete sense 



Those who Reject the Concept: 
The Hanafis as a whole, selected 
other scholars such as 
al-Ghazaali, al-Raazi 



Those who Accept the Concept: 
Many Shafi'ees, Malikis and 
Hanbalis 



Resulting Understanding of this 
Hadith: Only the sin of the acts 

done by mistake, out of 
forgetfulness or under coercion 
are overlooked and pardoned 



Resulting Understanding of this 
Hadith: The sin and the worldly 
ruling of the acts done by mistake, 
out of forgetfulness or under 
coercion are overlooked and 
pardoned 



Implication: Unless there is 
evidence to show otherwise, the 
worldly ruling of a deed is not 
overlooked or pardoned simpfy 
because the act was done by 
mistake, out of forgetfulness or 
under coercion 



Implication: Unless there is 
evidence to show otherwise, the 

worldly ruling of a deed is 
overlooked or pardoned simply 
because the act was done by 
mistake, out of forgetfulness or 
under coercion 



Figure 39.5 The Results and Implications of Accepting and 
Applying Umoom al-Muqtadhaa 



Specific Statements Concerning this Particular Hadith. In his 

commentary to this hadith, the Shafi'ee al-Haitami has aptly followed the 
approach that is representative of many Shafi'ees: 

[The words of the hadith] could imply either the ruling of the 
deed or its sin or both of them together. The last option is most 
apparent. This is because there is no evidence to make any of 
the other views stronger. So the hadith must be left as implying 
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both of them and to specifying it to mean only the second [that 
is, just the sin] is itself in need of evidence. What we stated is 
not contradicted by the fact that the mistaken person must pay 
wealth or blood money or that the one who prayed out of 
forgetfulness while not in a state of ablution or while having an 
impurity must repeat his prayer... because those issues are 
beyond the realm of this hadith due to separate evidences that 
govern those cases. Hence, the hadith applies to both [the sin 
and worldly] ruling unless there is evidence to show 
otherwise. 1 

Ibn Hajr, another Shafi'ee scholar, also stated in Fath al-Baari that the 
hadith, "Allah has pardoned..." refers to both the ruling and the sin, as opposed 
to those who restrict it only to the sin. 2 

It seems, though, that most scholars would hesitate in going that far 
with this particular hadith. For example, Ibn Rajab, a Hanbali scholar, is 
clearly in agreement with the Hanafis with respect to this particular hadith. He 
wrote, 

The most apparent view — and Allah knows best — is that 
those who forget or are mistaken are forgiven in the sense that 
there is no sin upon them. This is because sin is the result of 
intention and purpose. The one who forgets and the mistaken 
person have no purpose in that act, so there is no sin upon 
them. But as for removing the ruling from them, that is not 
what is meant by these texts. For those matters, to deny or 
affirm the ruling, one must seek other evidence. 3 

Al-Nawawi, a Shafi'ee, also agrees with ibn Rajab's approach. 4 Furthermore, 
al-Bugha and Mistu, who are also Shafi'ees, explicitly agree with the 
interpretation of ibn Rajab. 5 Al-Zarkashi, one of the leading Shafi'ee legal 
theorists, wrote, 

The sin of a mistake is removed. That is what is meant by the 
Prophet's (peace be upon him) words, "Raised from my Nation 
are mistakes and forgetfulness." As for the ruling concerning 
matters related to the rights of humans, the one who acts 
intentionally and the one who is mistaken are exactly alike. 
The same is also true for some of the "rights of Allah"... 6 



1 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 274. 

2 Quoted in al-Khinn, p. 158. 

3 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 369. 

4 Al-Nawawi, Sharh al-Arbaeen, p. 145. 

5 See al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 33 1 . 

6 al-Zarkashi, vol. 2, 122. 
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Indeed, ibn al-Najaar and Majid al-Deen ibn Taimiya state that this is the 
understanding of the majority of the Shafi'ees. 1 

It should be noted that this difference of opinion among the legal 
theorists is not simply a theoretical matter. Indeed, it has numerous practical 
implications and resultant differences of opinion. One example of that nature 
shall be presented later when the question of the one who speaks during the 
prayer out of forgetfulness is discussed. 

Another example is the question of a man having been coerced or 
forced to state a divorce of his wife. According to the Shafi'ees and Malikis, 
such a divorce is not valid or, in essence, has not occurred. One of the proofs 
they use for their position is this hadith, "Allah has pardoned for my Nation 
[what is done] mistakenly, out of forgetfulness or under duress." In other 
words, according to them, the man who stated those words of divorce is neither 
held accountable for that action in the Hereafter nor is he accountable for it in 
this life. Hence, the divorce, in fact, never happened. 

According to the Hanafis, however, that argument is not valid. True, 
the man will face no consequences for his action in the Hereafter. The worldly 
ruling, though, is that the divorce did take effect and that the hadith under 
discussion here is irrelevant because it is only concerned with what will occur 
in the Hereafter. They, on the other hand, argue on the basis of an analogy 
between the one who is coerced to divorce his wife and the one who divorces 
his wife in jest. The divorce said in jest is a valid and enforced divorce, as is 
clear in a hadith of the Prophet (peace be upon him). However, the person who 
said the divorce in jest did not actual truly intend to divorce his wife. He is, 
then, akin to the one who is coerced to divorce his wife. Since the divorce said 
in jest is valid, the divorced said under duress must also be valid. 2 

Different Types of Rights 

Perhaps the answer to the above question, "Given no other evidence, 
does this hadith imply that both the sin and worldly ruling of an are overlooked 
or just the sin?" may be answered by viewing the question from a different 
angle. In this approach, one emphasizes the type of right involved. Based on 
the type of right, one may say that just the sin or both the sin and worldly 
ruling are overlooked. 

In Islamic law, there are different types of rights. There are the rights 
of Allah upon His servants, such as prayers, fasting and so forth. With respect 
to the deeds that violate those rights, a general principle is that if the person has 
faith, any act he performs without complete intention or which he cannot 



Ibn al-Najaar, vol. 3, p. 198; Shihaab al-Deen al-Hanbali, p. 91. In many places in al- 
Musawwadah it states that such is the opinion of some of the Shafi'ees. 

2 See Saalih, Tafseer al-Nusoos, vol. 1 , pp. 568-579. Saalih himself concludes that the opinion of 
the majority (Shafi'ees, Malikis and Hanbalis) is the stronger opinion on this question as they 
have ample evidence to support their viewpoint (in addition to the hadith under discussion here). 
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perform due to incapability are forgiven and pardoned by Allah. This is, of 
course, related to Allah's encompassing and great mercy and forgiveness. 

There are other rights that are termed, "the rights of Allah," but in 
reality they are referring to the rights of the community as a whole as opposed 
to the rights of the individual. The general principle is that these rights are not 
to be violated. However, if they are violated by mistake or something similar to 
that, they may be overlooked to some extent depending on the exact situation. 1 
Examples of these types of rights are the prescribed punishments, such as the 
punishment for adultery and theft. These are the "rights of Allah" and no one 
has the right to lessen those punishments once the conditions for their 
enactment have been fulfilled. 

The last types of rights are the rights of the individuals themselves. 
Under no circumstances is it allowed for one person to violate the rights of 
another person. If one person does so, even if Allah does not hold him sinful 
for his act, he still must undo the wrong that he has done to the other person. 2 

When looked at in this way, there seems to be general agreement 
among the scholars that the rights of humans cannot be violated even in the 
case of mistake, forgetfulness or coercion. In other words, if such rights are 
violated, the worldly ruling is not "overlooked" and there must be some form 
of compensation done for the personal right that was violated. However, this 
agreement among the scholars may be based on other evidences, such as the 
numerous hadith stressing the inviolability of people's lives, wealth and honor. 
It may also be based on general principles of public welfare which would be at 
risk if people were not held responsible for the acts they committed due to 
mistakes or out of forgetfulness. 

Also when it comes to the rights of the community, the second 
category of the "rights of Allah" discussed above, such rights are not 
completely overlooked when acts are done by mistake, out of forgetfulness or 
due to coercion. It is true that the legal punishments are not meted out. But that 
is due to other evidences that demonstrate that in the case of doubt or a 
questionable aspect, one does not apply the full legal punishments; and 
mistakes, forgetfulness and coercion are considered doubtful or questionable. 
Furthermore, since the sin has been removed from the act, there is actually no 
room to punish the person. The punishment is meant to be for the sin that the 
person committed. 

That leaves only two areas left open for this hadith to have any worldly 
effect. The first area is the "rights of Allah", such as prayer, fasting and so 
forth. If a person does an act that would normally invalidate one of these acts 
of worship but he does it by mistake, out of forgetfulness or due to coercion, 

1 An example of this nature is where a person drinks an alcoholic beverage believing that it was 
not an alcoholic beverage. Under such circumstances, the person will not be punished for what he 
drank if he had drank it by mistake or forgetfulness. 

2 An example of this nature would be the consumption of another person's wealth while believing 
it to be one's own wealth. 
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does that mean that the act is still considered valid? It seems that those who 
argue that this hadith also covers the worldly rulings must answer positively, 
that the act is still valid. The others, the Hanafls and those who accept their 
interpretation of this hadith, would answer in the negative and say that those 
acts are invalidated. 

But even with respect to the "rights of Allah", the Shafi'ees, such as al- 
Hisni, do not liberally apply the principle that they derive from this hadith. 
Note the following conclusions from al-Hisni's work based on the Shafi'ee 
school: 

(i) If a person becomes certain that he performed the prayer in the 
wrong direction by mistake, there is no sin upon him (based on this hadith) but 
his prayer is not valid. He must repeat his prayer. 

(ii) If a person forgets to make ablution, his prayer is not valid. 

(iii) If a person speaks a lot during the prayer out of forgetfulness, his 
prayer becomes void. 

(iv) If a person forgets and performs the act of ablution in the wrong 
order, then his ablution is not valid and he must repeat his ablution and any 
prayers he performed based on that ablution. 1 

(v) If someone forgets that he has some impurity on his clothing, then 
his prayer performed with such impurity on his clothing is not valid. 

(vi) If someone has two bowls of water and he believes that one of 
them has pure water and he makes ablution from it and then later he determines 
that it was impure, he must repeat his ablution and any prayers he said 
afterwards. 

(vii) If a person gives zakat to another person thinking him to be poor 
but it turns out that he is rich, he has not fulfilled his obligation of zakat and he 
must still pay the zakat to the poor. 2 

Al-Hisni tries to argue that the proof that one must make up what one 
has missed by mistake or forgetfulness is based on the hadith, 

"Whoever forgets a prayer must pray it when he remembers it. And there is no 
expiation for it except that." (Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.) In other 



1 Concerning items (iv)-(vii), al-Hisni points out that there is a difference of opinion among the 
Shafi'ees. In al-Shafi'ee's old opinion (when he was in Iraq), such deeds would have been 
overlooked. However, in the new school (when al-Shafi'ee was in Egypt) and the correct opinion 
of the school, such deeds are not overlooked. See al-Hisni, vol. 2, pp. 278-279. This fact leads to 
the following provocative question: Did al-Shafi'ee change his understanding of this hadith, 
"Allah has pardoned..." from the time he was in Iraq to the time he was in Egypt? Is it possible 
that due to discussions with the Hanafis in Iraq he changed from his old view (which was 
consistent with what is considered the Maliki or Madinan approach) to a new view that says that 
such deeds are not overlooked and only the sin of those deeds are overlooked? Unfortunately, 
those questions require some research and are beyond the scope of this particular work. 

2 Al-Hisni, vol. 2, pp. 273-279. 
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words, what he is saying is that this hadith establishes a principle that restricts 
the application of the hadith, "Allah has pardoned..." And all those cases 
mentioned above, therefore, are simply analogous cases to the case of the 
person who has forgotten a prayer. 1 

However, that argument is not acceptable. It is not acceptable because 
umoom al-muqtadhaa is considered a textual argument — that is, as if the 
words were explicitly stated in the hadith 2 — and a textual argument cannot be 
overruled by an analogy based on another textual argument. In other words, if 
the concept of umoom al-muqtadhaa is accepted for this hadith, "Allah has 
pardoned...", then the hadith quoted above, "Whoever forgets a prayer must 
pray it...," provides an exception to the general ruling for the prayer only. But 
no further analogy may be made on the basis of that particular ruling. 

To make this point clearer, here is how it would apply in case (vii) 
mentioned above: If a person gives his zakat to an undeserving recipient by 
mistake, on the basis of umoom al-muqtadhaa and this hadith, "Allah has 
pardoned...", one would have to say that he has fulfilled his obligation of zakat 
and need not repay it to a deserving person. The "worldly ruling" of his 
mistake is to be overlooked. One cannot argue on the basis of analogy with one 
who has forgotten his prayer because analogy cannot overrule what is 
understood to be actually stated in this hadith. 

Ironically, all of those Shafi'ee opinions stated above could be 
considered correct if one argues that there is no umoom al-muqtadhaa and that 
this hadith, "Allah has pardoned...," does not apply to any worldly rulings at 
all. In this case, one can then argue in all of those issues on the basis of analogy 
with the hadith, "Whoever forgets a prayer must pray it..." 

The second area is the permissible acts that one performs by mistake, 
out of forgetfulness or due to coercion. Are such acts valid and enforceable or 
are they considered null and void due to the understanding that this hadith, 
"Allah has pardoned..." also covers worldly rulings? The Hanafi response to 
this question is that such are not overlooked as this hadith is irrelevant to them. 
Those who understand this hadith in its broadest sense would have to argue 
that such acts are indeed overlooked and considered null and void. 

There is another important aspect that needs to be noted here. If it is 
concluded that this hadith is only in reference to the sinful nature of acts done 
by mistake, forgetfulness or under duress, then these permissible acts are not 
related to this hadith. These permissible acts have no sinful nature to them 
whatsoever. Hence, this hadith has no bearing on them at all. 

Once again, even if the concept of umoom al-muqtadhaa is rejected, 
there is ample evidence to demonstrate that statements made out of coercion 
are not legally binding on the person. From coercion, one can use analogy to 



1 Al-Hisni, vol. 2, pp. 273-274. 

2 Seeal-Khinn, p. 155. 
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apply the same principle to acts done by mistake or out of forgetfulness. For 
example, Allah says, 

"Whoever disbelieves in Allah after his belief [shall earn the wrath of Allah] 
except for one who is forced [to renounce his religion] while his heart is secure 
in faith. But those who [willingly] open their breasts to disbelief, upon them is 
wrath from Allah, and for them is a great punishment" (al-Nahl 106). If 
statements of unbelief are to be overlooked due to coercion, obviously, 
statements concerning lesser matters must also be overlooked. 1 Ibn Humaid 
argues that such a conclusion is most consistent with the general shareeah 
principles of removing hardship and facilitating matters for all. 2 

The above points demonstrate that even those who claim that this 
hadith applies to both the sin and the ruling of a deed adhere to the following: 

(a) The worldly ruling is not pardoned when individual rights are 
violated. 

(b) The worldly ruling is not completely pardoned or overlooked when 
community rights are violated. 

(c ) The worldly ruling is not even completely pardoned when the 
specific rights of Allah (acts of worship) are violated. 

Where does that leave this hadith? If one claims that both the sin and the 
worldly ruling are to be overlooked and pardon, one must then put that into 
effect with respect to the relevant cases. However, by agreement of the 
scholars, that does not seem to be done. The only conclusion that one is forced 
to reach is that the meaning of this hadith is that the sin of such acts is 
overlooked and pardoned. It does not mean that the worldly ruling of such acts 
are overlooked or pardoned. When the worldly ruling of such acts are indeed 
overlooked, it is not due to the understanding of this hadith but it is due to 
other evidence. 



1 Ibn al-Qayyim wrote, "If one ponders over the sources of the Law and what they point to, it will 
be made clear to him that the Lawgiver has discarded any statements whose meanings the speaker 
did not intend but which have come from him unintentionally, like in the case of the one who is 
sleeping, has forgotten, is drunk, is ignorant, is under duress or is mistaken." Ibn al-Qayyim, 
Ilaam, vol. 3, p. 107. 

2 Ibn Humaid, p. 249. 
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General Introduction to the Concept of Legal Capacity 

Before continuing with the commentary to this hadith, some general 
points about legal capacity need to be stated. A person is considered fully 
legally capable if there are no impediments to his acting in a correct matter. 
First and foremost, the person must be living, adult/mature, intelligent and 
sane. As long as a person is sane and mature, he is considered a responsible 
agent. 

However, even when a person is adult and sane, there may be other 
circumstances that affect his actions. Although he remains a responsible agent 
and must continue to fulfill his obligations, these other circumstances may 
make him act in a way that he did not complete intend. 

The aspects mentioned by the Prophet (peace be upon him) in this 
hadith are called, by the legal theorists, "circumstances affecting legal 
capacity" (<J*Sri o±J jc). These are defined in the following manner, 

The circumstances affecting the legal capacity are those 
matters which are not essential to it. They are initially 
accidental; that is, they are qualities or circumstances which 
change the commands, such as journey, or destroy the capacity 
[to fulfill a command], for it prevents the capacity of 
obligation or capacity of execution from establishment, such as 
death, sleep, and a fainting fit. In short, awarid are those 
circumstances which are incompatible with legal capacity of 
man in general, and which are not necessary for him. 1 

As just alluded to, under certain circumstances, a person cannot be held 
completely liable for his actions although he is living, sane and mature. This is 
because his actions have occurred without his complete intention and desire or 
his ability to perform actions has been curtailed due to some circumstances 
beyond his control. This does not mean that he is free of any responsibility. In 
many cases, he is still responsible and has to fulfill or make up for those 
obligations upon him. However, to lessen the burden under such circumstances, 
the shareeah has taken into consideration their situation and, depending on the 
situation, has laid down laws easing the burden of those who are faced with 
such constraints. 

Such circumstances can be divided into two broad categories. The first 
category is actions that are not the result of the person's own doing. They are 
termed, "acts of providence". This category includes "lunacy, infancy, idiocy, 
forgetfulness, sleep, fainting fit, slavery, illness, menstruation," post-partum 
hemorrhaging and death. 2 



Ahmad Hasan, Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence (Islamabad: Islamic Research Institute, 
International Islamic University, 1993), vol. 1, p. 309. 
2 Cf., Hasan, Principles, vol. 1, p. 309. 
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The second category of acts are those that are brought about, in one 
way or another, by the man's own actions. Man brings about such a situation 
and man can remove such a situation, by the will and permission of Allah. This 
can be further subdivided into two categories. The first subcategory is the 
result of actions by the person himself. This category includes, "ignorance, 
drunkenness, jest, folly and mistake."' The second subcategory is the result of 
other's actions upon the person. This is the case of coercion or duress. 

The shareeah makes special allowances for cases wherein a person's 
complete will or pleasure with the act that he is performing is absent. For 
example, a person may perform an act because he has few other options albeit 
he is not pleased with the act that he is performing. This person's acts, as is 
demonstrated by the hadith under discussion here, will be looked at in a way 
different from that of a person who performs an act with its complete intention 
and while being pleased with the act that he is performing. 

Since this hadith only mentions the three aspects of forgetfulness, 
unintentional acts and duress, only those three aspects will be discussed in 
detail. 2 

"for my Nation" 

The narration below from Sahih Muslim gives the impression that this 
grace from Allah is a special bounty for the Nation of Muhammad (peace be 
upon him) — that is, those people who responded to the call of the Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon him). This is in response to their willingness to 
submit to Allah even in the most difficult of matters. 

Imam Muslim recorded in his Sahih: 

it* 'is*''' * ' t * 1 ' f" ' o J * X, ' s 

^\^J\ J* iUi JiAU Ju ( ijs. JT J* aU\j °y u&y p&t '#4 

', i *> * *'s \ * ' I , a Jf' , *s n's S * % 

^jIp ^ ji^-j i _ s La> ^iJi J y'j jU^-j ^lip ^ ,JUf aU! J y»'j 

* P. ft 

1 Hasan, Principles, vol. 1 , p. 309. 

2 For the other topics, the reader may consult the relevant portions of Hasan, Principles, vol. 1, 
pp. 308-383. 
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IjJji Jj' Ls^a»j (J^i y^l^Ol JaI Jli UT l_jJ_ji J jl J jjbyl 

<S\ Jj!) ll; Jj^l j^T ) Ley I J> iiJl Jjlli ^4^*^* ^ f jiil lil^il ills 

JU; 4jl l^kU iUa lj& Uii ( jc^Ji iO} iUl^U- l3d»Vj I ^15} 

Abu Huraira said: When [the following words of the Quran] were revealed, 
"To Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the Earth and 
whether you disclose that which is in your mind or conceal it, Allah will call 
you to account for it. Then He forgives whom He pleases and punishes whom 
He pleases. And Allah has power over everything" [al-Baqara 284], the 
Companions of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) felt it to be very 
hard and severe. So they came to the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) 
and sat down on their knees. They said, "O Messenger of Allah, we have been 
obligated some duties that were within our power to perform, such as prayer, 
fasting, j ihaad and charity. Then this verse was revealed to you and it is beyond 
our power to live up to it." The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said, 
"Do you intend to say what the people of the two books [Jews and Christians] 
said before you, 'We hear and disobey'? Instead, you should say, 'We hear and 
we obey, [and we seek] Your forgiveness, our Lord, and unto you is the 
return.'" The people immediately said that and it flowed from their tongues. 
Then Allah immediately revealed, "The Messenger believes in that which is 
sent down unto him from his Lord and so do the believers. Each one believes in 
Allah and His angels and His books and His messengers. They say, 'We 
differentiate not between any of His messengers' and they say, 'We hear and 
we obey. [We seek] your forgiveness, our Lord, and unto You is the return'" 
[al-Baqara 285]. When they did that, Allah particularized the [above verse] 
and the Great, Majestic Allah then revealed, "Allah burdens not any soul 
beyond what it can bear. For it [is every good] it earns and against it [is every 
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evil] it earns. Our Lord! Punish us not if we forget or make a mistake." [The 
Prophet (peace be upon him) then said,] "Yes, [it is so]."' "Our Lord! Do not 
lay on us a burden as You did upon those before us." [The Prophet (peace be 
upon him) again] said, "Yes [it is so]." "Our Lord! Impose not upon us 
[burdens] which we have not the strength to bear." [The Prophet (peace be 
upon him) again said,] "Yes [it is so]." "Pardon us and grant us protection and 
have mercy on us. You are our protector, so grant us victory over the 
disbelieving people" [al-Baqara 286]. He again said, "Yes." (Recorded by 
Muslim.) 

According to al-Bugha and Mistu, among the Tribes of Israel, if they 
did something wrong out of forgetfulness or if they did something mistakenly, 
Allah would still hold them to account and punish them for that such an act. 2 

Ibn Katheer mentions this hadith, "Allah has pardoned..." in his 
discussion of the verse, 

"He [the Prophet (peace be upon him)] releases them [the people of the Book 
who embrace Islam] from their heavy burdens and the yokes that were upon 
them" (al-Araaf 157). 3 That is to say, it was part of the Prophet's mission to 
remove those hardships and difficulties that were placed upon the earlier 
peoples. Part of those hardships, as ibn Katheer understood, was being held 
completely responsible for what they did out of, for example, forgetfulness and 
mistake. 

Allah knows best, most likely those more stringent and difficult 
regulations for the previous peoples were due to their own intransigence and 
refusal to submit willingly to Allah's commands. This is implied in the above 
hadith where the Prophet (peace be upon him) has warned the Muslims not to 
be like the earlier peoples who said, "We hear and disobey." 

According to al-Sharnoobi, being pardoned for the acts done by 
mistake or out of forgetfulness is something special for this Nation. That is 
why Muslims have been taught the above supplication, "Our Lord, punish us 
not if we forget or make a mistake." This supplication is made as way of 
seeking the continuance of that great blessing upon this Nation. 4 



There is actually no narration that explicitly states that it was the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
who said, "Yes." However, it is understood that even if this came from the Companion who 
narrated it, he must have received that information from the Prophet (peace be upon him) himself 
as this is not an area open to personal reasoning. 

2 Al-Bugha and Mistu, pp. 329-330. 

3 Ibn Katheer, Tafseer, vol. 2, p. 283. 

4 Al-Sharbooni, p. 82. 



1218 



Hadith #39: "Allah has pardoned..." 



"[what is done] mistakenly" 

Hasan has given the following definitions for khata (mistake) as found 
in some of the standard references on Islamic legal theory: 

Mistake (khata*) is a deed or word which springs forth from a 
man without his intention as the result of carelessness by his 
directly pursuing a matter which is other than the one intended 
by him... 

Mistake (khata*) is a deed performed by a man without 
intending it perfectly 2 ... 

Mistake (khata*) means that a man aims by his action at an 
object other than that at which he aims by his negligent 
conduct. 3 

Hence, in essence, a person performs a deed which he believes is good and 
proper but it turns out that it is not proper and is not the correct act or not 
performed in the correct manner In Allah's sight, under such circumstances, the 
person is not a sinner and his act is pardoned, as this hadith demonstrates. 

There are also other proofs that demonstrate that Allah does not hold 
one to account for the mistakes that he makes. For example, Allah says in the 
Quran, in a verse mentioned above, 

"Allah does not burden any soul beyond what it can bear. For it is what it gains 
and against it what it earns. O our Lord, do not hold us to account if we forget 
or make a mistake" (al-Baqara 286). It is recorded in Sahih Muslim that Allah 
responded favorably to this supplication. Allah also says, 

"There is no sin on you concerning that in which you made a mistake, but only 
in regard to what your hearts deliberately intended. And Allah is Ever Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful" (al-Ahzaab 5). 



1 On the other hand, the similar words *Ja»JI, VijWO I, LlLaJI anc j C(J ialaJI all imply the intentional 
doing of something that one should not do or, in other words, a sin. It is important to recognize 
the difference between the two usages of these words. Cf., Husain al-Jaboori, Awaarich at- 
Ahliyyah ind al-U sooliyyeen (Makkah: JaamiahUmmal-Qura, 1988), p. 394. 

2 Probably, "completely intending it" would be a better translation for the phrase, L"^ 

3 Hasan, Principles, vol. 1 , p. 360. 
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Umar ibn al-Khattaab is quoted as saying, "I do not fear mistakes for 
you but I fear for you what [you do] intentionally." 1 

Al-Hasan al-Basri is reported to have said, "If it were not for what 
Allah has said about the affair of those two men — meaning David and 
Solomon — I would have been of the opinion that the judges are destroyed. But 
Allah has praised one for his deed and the other for his personal reasoning 
(ijtihaad)." He was referring to the following verse of the Quran, 

e... ... ^ c 

tiipj lisC^ ilpi; S£=>3 iV^ffi © r*^*4 

jpajljj 2^*4—^ J^r?*^ IjJS^j 

"And remember David and Solomon when they gave judgment in the case of 
the field in which the sheep of certain people had pastured at night. And We 
were witnesses to their judgment. And We made Solomon understand [the 
case]; and to each of them We gave right judgment and knowledge. And We 
subjected the mountains and the birds to glorify Our Praises along with 
David..." {al-Anbiyaa 78-79). 2 

A person who is doing an act mistakenly still has the qualities of being 
living, adult and sane; thus, committing mistakes does not free oneself 
completely from being a responsible agent. Therefore, none of the shareeah 
obligations are completely dropped from him simply because he has made a 
mistake. Again, however, he is considered one who was not completely 
capable of fulfilling his responsibilities at the time of his being mistaken. 

Does the Pardoning of Mistakes Include Mistakes Concerning Matters that 
are Considered Definitive? 

In general, all matters can be divided into two broad categories: qati'ee 
G^ 5 ) or issues that are known in a definitive manner and dhanni (<j&) or 
issues that are known in a probable manner. A definitive (qati'ee) matter is a 
conclusion of a definitive nature. In general, this definitive conclusion is the 
result of clear and unquestionable evidence. Hence, there is virtually no room 
for any other plausible opinion. 3 Dhanni, as opposed to qati'ee, is a 
conclusion based on the preponderance of the evidence that does not reach the 
level of certainty. The major difference between qati'ee and dhanni is the 
existence of some evidence or quasi-evidence that lends support to an opposing 
opinion in the case of dhanni matters. In the case of qati'ee matters, there is no 

' Quoted in ibn Humaid, p. 223. 

2 Al-Hasan al-Basri was quoted in ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 366. 

3 For a survey of different definitions for qati'ee, see Saad al-Shathari, Al-Qata'u wa al-Dhann 
Indal-Usooliyeen (Riyadh: Daar al-Habeeb, 1997), vol. 1, pp. 37-42. 
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real acceptable evidence or quasi-evidence for any opposing opinion. Dhanni 
matters are open to personal juristic reasoning and, hence, there is more room 
for difference of opinion concerning them. 

The majority of the scholars accept that fact that mistakes made 
concerning dhanni matters are definitely overlooked and forgiven by Allah. 1 
This opinion is partially based on the hadith under discussion here, "Allah has 
pardoned for my Nation..." It is also based on the following hadith of the 
Prophet (peace be upon him), 

"If a judge makes a decision by exerting himself and he finds what is correct, 
he receives two rewards. If he exerts himself and makes a mistake, he gets one 
reward." (Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.) This hadith states that even if 
the person is incorrect, he will still be rewarded for the effort that he made — 
not to speak of being held sinless for his mistake. 

Ibn Taimiya points out that some conditions must be met for this to be 
true. These are as follows: 2 

(1) The person must have had a sincere intention to follow the 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him). 

(2) He must have exerted himself to the best of his ability in an effort 
to determine the truth or correct position on the matter. 

(3) His decision must have been based on some evidence of the 
shareeah, even though he may not have been aware that such evidence was not 
valid or there was stronger evidence against it and so forth. 3 

The most that can be asked of a person is that he intends to follow the 
truth, he seeks the truth to the best of his ability and he bases his decisions and 
actions on knowledge. Ibn Taimiya cites the case of a person who knows the 
command and exhortation to pray but is unaware of the specific prohibition 
concerning prayers at certain times. When such a person prays at those times — 



There is some difference of opinion concerning this issue but the minority opinion does not 
have any strong evidence to support its view. There are some scholars who consider every issue 
to be of a defi niti ve nature and, hence, they leave little room for mistaken views. For more on this 
point, see al-Shathari, al-Qati, vol. 2, pp. 568-575. 

Cf, Abdul Majeed al-Mashjee, Minhaj ibn Taimiya fi Masalah al-Takfeer (Riyadh: Adhwa al- 
Salaf, 1997), vol. I, pp. 233-234. 

3 If a person is shown that his way or conclusion clearly goes against what the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) taught and the way of the believers and he chooses to oppose what the Prophet (peace 
be upon him) brought, he may be declared an unbeliever. If he does not exert himself properly to 
find the truth or if he speaks without knowledge, then he is a sinner. He may even be considered 
a faasiq (evildoer) or it could be the case that his other good deeds outweigh the wrong that he is 
committing in this particular case. See ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 12, p. 1 80; al-Mashjee, vol. 2, 
p. 235. 
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which is a wrong or mistaken act on his part — he will not be held sinful if he 
had the right intention and acted based on the knowledge that he had. 1 

The question arises concerning issues of a definitive nature: Is there 
any excuse for those people who make mistakes in this realm although the 
evidences concerning them are clear and unquestionable? Are those who make 
mistakes in this realm considered sinful? 

On this point, there are a number of scholars who say that there is no 
room for mistakes on such issues and that those who do make such mistakes 
are sinful. For example, the Hanbali legal theorist Abu Yala wrote, "As for the 
matter that has definitive evidences for it, we know that it is correct, we are 
definite that the one who disagrees with us on it is wrong, we void his ruling 
and we rule him to be a sinner." 2 Al-Khateeb al-Baghdaadi also said about 
such issues, "The one who goes against it is a sinner,faasiq (evildoer)." 3 

Al-Shathri has discussed the evidence that those scholars present for 
their view. 4 In general, their evidence is not very convincing as they deal more 
with the unbelievers who refuse to accept Islam as opposed to a scholar who 
has made a mistake concerning a definitive issue within Islam. For example, 
one of their proofs is the following verse of the Quran, 

' - - #Z . '•» ' >■> %■ i' l-kTT'** • 

"Whoever desires a religion other than Islam, it will never be accepted from 
him and in the Hereafter, he will be from the losers" (ali-Imraan 85). 

Another view is that if a sincere, Muslim scholar makes a mistake in 
matters of a definitive nature, he will be forgiven and he is not to be considered 
sinful. Ibn Hazm and ibn Taimiya ascribe this opinion to the early scholars of 
Islam and the Imams such as Abu Hanifah, al-Shafi'ee and al-Thauri. 5 The 
proofs they present for this opinion are numerous and convincing. They 
include, among others, the following verse mentioned above, 

"Allah does not burden any soul beyond what it can bear. For it is what it gains 
and against it what it earns. O our Lord, do not hold us to account if we forget 
or make a mistake" {al-Baqara 286). Again, in Sahih Muslim, it is stated that 



1 Cf., ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 20, pp. 30-31; al-Mashjee, vol. 1, p. 234. 

2 Abu Yala al-Faraa, al-Uddah fi Usool al-Fiqh (Riyadh: Ahmad al-Mubaarak, ed.), vol. 5, p. 
1569. 

3 Quoted in al-Shathree, al-Qati, vol. 2, p. 459. 

4 For a more thorough discussion of the evidence for this view, see al-Shathri, al-Qati, vol. 2, pp. 
458-466. 

5 See al-Shathri, al-Qati, vol. 2, p. 469. 
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Allah has positively responded to this supplication. This verse makes no 
distinction between mistakes related to qati'ee issues or dhanni issues. 

Another piece of evidence is the hadith being discussed here, "Allah 
has pardoned for my Nation [what is done] mistakenly, out of forgetfulness or 
under duress." Again, there is no distinction as to the nature of the mistake. 

There is also a hadith recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim in which a 
man who had not performed good deeds during his lifetime feared Allah's 
punishment. He told his children to burn his body and scatter his ashes in the 
ocean after he dies. The reason he did that was that he feared Allah's 
punishment. Due to that strong fear of Allah, Allah showed mercy to him and 
forgave his sins. In this incident, the man believed that he could escape Allah's 
punishment by having his ashes scattered. To believe that Allah has not the 
power to reconstruct and punish a person simply because he has been burnt and 
his ashes scattered is a mistake concerning a definitive matter. However, Allah 
still forgave that person. 

On this point, ibn Taimiya wrote, 

Whoever goes against what is confirmed in the Book or the 
sunnah is either a disbeliever, an evildoer, a sinner — or he 
could be a believer who exercised his j udgment and was wrong 
and he will be rewarded for exercising his judgment and 
forgiven for his mistake. That would be the case if the 
knowledge that would establish the proof against him did not 
reach him. Allah has said, "We were not inflicting punishment 
until We sent a messenger" (al-Israa 15). However, if the 
proof is established against him as demonstrated by the Book 
and the sunnah and he differs from it, then he is to be punished 
for that, either killed [if he is an apostate] or something less 
than that' 

Elsewhere, ibn Taimiya wrote, 

The early pious people (al-salaf) disputed about many of those 
[definitive] issues. Yet none of them declared the others as 
having unbelief, evil or sin. Shuraih rejected the reading of the 
verse, "But I wonder (ajibtu) while they mock" (al-Saaffaat 
12). He said, "Allah does not wonder." When that reached 
Ibrahim al-Nakhai, he said, "Shuraih was a poet who was 
overcome by his own knowledge. But Abdullah [ibn Masood] 
was more knowledgeable than him and he would read, T 
wonder.'" And Aisha disputed with other Companions 
concerning Muhammad (peace be upon him) seeing his Lord. 
She said, "Whoever claims that Muhammad saw his Lord has 
committed a great falsehood against Allah." Even though, we 
do not say about ibn Abbaas or others who disputed with her 



1 Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 1, p. 113. 
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on that point that they stated a great lie against Allah. They 
also disputed about whether the dead could hear the words of 
the living, whether the dead is punished for the crying of his 
family over him and so forth. . . 1 

The conclusion is that Allah's mercy is so great that He even forgives 
those of the followers of Muhammad (peace be upon him) who commit errors 
concerning matters of a definitive nature. In addition, a Muslim does not 
automatically become an apostate, a heretic or even an evildoer (faasiq) due to 
a mistake that he has made, even though the act he performed or statement he 
made is one of disbelief, intransigence or a heresy. It is only after his mistake 
has been made evidently clear to him and he then continues to insist on 
following what clearly goes against the way of the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) and the believers may he be declared an apostate or a heretic. 2 

This does not mean that the door is to be left open to anyone to state 
any opinion even if it goes against the Quran or sunnah. Allah's forgiveness for 
those who are mistaken does not mean that one remains silent in the face of the 
mistakes of others. Instead, one must still advise them and show them their 
errors based on evidence from the Quran and sunnah. Depending on the nature 
or gravity of their errors, one may even be forced to go beyond advice, as can 
be seen in the example of the Companions who were forced to fight each other 
when they felt that the wrong opinion of the other group was a threat to Islam 
itself. It does however mean that mistakes in themselves do not necessarily 
require that a person be condemned in either this life or the Hereafter. 

"[what is done] out of forgetfulness" 

"Forgetfulness" (al-nisyaan) has been defined by the scholars in 
numerous ways. Hasan has given the following definitions from some of the 
standard works on Islamic legal theory: 

Ignorance by necessity, and not on account of ailment, of what 
a person used to know, despite his having knowledge of other 
things... 

Failure to recall a thing at the time of its need... 

A circumstance which befalls a man without his volition 

causing loss of remembrance of something. 3 



' Ibn Taimiya, Majmoo, vol. 3, pp. 239-240. 

2 This conclusion is of extreme importance today when some Muslims are declaring others 
disbelievers or heretics although they cannot claim that the proof has been established against 
those erring Muslims. Indeed, even in dhanni issues which are a matter of ijtihaad, some 
Muslims are claiming that others have become heretics or disbelievers. In fact, even greater 
latitude must be accorded when the mistaken view is based on a taweel or interpretation that has 
some support in the Quran and sunnah. For more on that particular type of case, see al-Mashjee, 
vol. 1, pp. 239-242. Also see W. al-Umari, pp. 142-147. 

3 Hasan, Principles, vol. 1, pp. 314-315. 
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An aspect that is stressed in the definitions of "forgetfulness" is that it is a 
temporary situation not caused by disease. It is not, for example, like amnesia, 
senility or anything of that nature. Indeed, the person is fully competent but 
some matter has slipped his mind at that particular time while, perhaps even in 
just a few moments, the person will be fully aware of the matter that he had 
temporarily forgotten. 1 

More Details About Mistakes and Forgetfulness 

The results of an act done unintentionally or by mistake or an omission 
of an act due to forgetfulness may differ depending on the nature of the act — 
although in all cases the person is considered free of sin. Al-Bugha and Mistu 
divide the cases into the four categories below. Their classification is according 
to the Shafi'ee application of this hadith. 

(1) If a person unintentionally failed to perform an obligatory act, then 
he is still obliged to perform that obligatory act and he has not been resolved of 
that responsibility. 2 One example of this nature has been given concerning 
obligatory prayer. Another example is a person giving his zakat to another 
person thinking that the other person was impoverished. It the receiver at was 
actually of ample means, the one who gave that money has not fulfilled his 
obligation of zakat. He must still give his zakat to the right receivers. At the 
same time, though, he may demand his money back from the wrongful 
recipient. Another example is where a person, forgetting that he has water, 
makes tayammum instead of ablution. In that case, according to al-Bugha and 
Mistu, when he remembers he has water, he must perform the proper ablution 
and repeat any prayers he performed after making tayammum. 

To the above category, the following example may be added from ibn 
Rajab: If a person prays while forgetting that he was not in a state of ablution, 
then he must perform ablution and repeat that prayer when he remembers that 
fact. 3 

The exception to the above is where the missed deed can no longer be 
performed. For example, if a person forgot the Friday Prayer, he cannot 
perform the Friday Prayer on his own (although he does perform the Dhuhr 
Prayer). 4 

(2) If, due to a mistake or forgetfulness, a person performs a forbidden 
act that does not involve the destruction of any property or wealth or a 

1 Another word that is commonly used for forgetfulness is (al-sahu). In reality, especially 
from a flqh perspective, there is no difference between al-nisyaan and al-sahu. Cf, ibn Humaid, 
p. 213. 

Al-Zarkashi (al-Manthoor, vol. 3, p. 272) wrote, "Forgetfulness is an excuse with respect to the 
prohibitions but not with respect to the commands." As was pointed out earlier, this can only be 
considered true if it the principle of umoom al-muqtadhaa is rejected with respect to this hadith, 
"Allah has pardoned..." 

3 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 367. 

4 Cf, ibn Humaid, p. 216. 
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violation of rights, then there is no punishment or penalty upon him. For 
example, if a person drinks an alcoholic beverage believing that it was not 
alcoholic, there is no sin upon him nor is there any punishment for him. 
Similarly, if a pilgrim wears stitched clothing or cologne out of forgetfulness, 
there is no penalty or sin. 

(3) If, due to a mistake or forgetfulness, a person performs a forbidden 
act that does involve the destruction of any property or wealth or a violation of 
rights, then he is responsible for the act he has committed. For example, if a 
pilgrim hunts and kills an animal, either forgetting that he is in the state of 
pilgrimage or out of ignorance of the ruling, he must still perform the expiation 
for the act that he has committed. Commenting on this, Hasan wrote, 

Forgetfulness forms no excuse if the act done results from it 
and affects private rights. If a man destroys or damages another 
person's property through forgetfulness, he will be held liable 
to pay compensation for it. The reason is that a man's rights 
are inviolable for the general need of the people. Therefore, the 
culpability of the person violating them will not be considered. 
The inviolability of a man's rights is not negated by 
forgetfulness. On the contrary, forgetfulness forms a valid 
excuse in matters which are purely the right of God. The rights 
of God are meant for the trial (ibtila) of man so that he may 
show his obedience to Him. God does not stand in need of 
man's acts, whether they are words or deeds. God is 
independent of all creatures. Since the acts of worship require 
intention (qasd) but forgetfulness annihilates intention, hence 
forgetfulness forms an excuse in respect of rights of God. 1 

Ibn Humaid further points out that if a person were not held 
responsible for his acts against others done out of forgetfulness or mistake, it 
would cause a great deal of hardship and destroy the interests of the people. 
Indeed, it might lead to anarchy. People could destroy others' properties and 
then claim that it was due to a mistake or some aspect of forgetfulness. 2 
Making people responsible for such actions should make them more prudent in 
their actions. 

(4) If a person performs an act unintentionally or out of forgetfulness 
that would normally require a prescribed punishment, that aspect of non- 
intention or forgetfulness would be sufficient to remove the punishment from 
him. However, he may have to fulfill other requirements that are different from 
the prescribed punishment (as in the case of mistakenly killing another 
believer, discussed below). 3 



1 Hasan, Principles, vol. 1, p. 315. 

2 Ibn Humaid, p. 215. 

3 Al-Bugha and Mistu, pp. 333-334. A comparable discussion may be found in ibn Humaid, pp. 
215-218. 
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There are some areas where the ruling for forgetfulness and mistakes 

differ. 

With respect to mistakes, it seems that the previously mentioned 
Shafi'ee approach needs amendment. In a matter of ijtihaad (personal juristic 
reasoning) if a qualified person exerts himself to the best of his ability to 
determine some matter and then it rums out that he was mistaken, he is not 
required to amend for that act. Such is the case, for example, when a person 
tries his best to determine the direction of the qibla. If, afterwards, it is 
determined that he prayed in the wrong direction, he is not required to repeat 
his prayer. 1 Similarly, if a person makes a ruling or a judge makes a decision 
based on all the information available to him and does his best to come to the 
right conclusion, he is not held responsible if his decision is mistaken. 2 

Two Approaches to Forgetfulness 

The above discussion elaborates one widely accepted approach 
(emphasized by the Shafi'ees) to forgetfulness: if one forgets a deed, he still 
has to make up that deed; if one out of forgetfulness does something wrong or 
invalidates a deed, there is no harm and the forgetfulness is considered 
inconsequential. 

Sometimes the surrounding environment may induce one to forget 
something while at other times the surrounding situation should keep one from 
forgetting something. For example, being in prayer in congregation has enough 
of a special feeling that one should not do something like eat out of 
forgetfulness. However, if one is praying the Noon Prayer and is sitting after 
the second rakah, it would not be shocking for him to forget that he was in the 
second instead of the fourth rakah and then to make the tasleem signifying the 
end of the prayer. Many scholars, in particular the Hanafis, would consider the 
latter case excusable but not the former case. There are other cases in which 
there is nothing special to remind the person and keep him from forgetting nor 
is there anything to lead him to forget. In these cases, it seems that the rule of 
overlooking the act done through forgetfulness takes precedence. 3 

Notice that this implies two somewhat distinct — although at times 
overlapping — approaches to forgetfulness. Both of these approaches have 
some clear evidences in the hadith of the Prophet (peace be upon him). For 
example, one hadith states, 



1 Al-Hisni (vol. 2, p. 273) states that according to the strongest opinion among the Shafi'ees, the 
person must repeat his prayer under such a circumstance. This conclusion seems strange to this 
author given that al-Hisni argued for the implementation of umoom al-muqtadhaa with respect to 
this hadith. It seems that the ruling of the prayer said in the wrong direction based on an incorrect 
ijtihaad should be overlooked. Allah knows best. 

Ibn Humaid, p. 223. 
3 Cf, Hasan, Principles, p. 316. Also see al-Jaboori, pp. 212-216. 
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"Whoever forgets a prayer must pray it when he remembers it. And there is no 
expiation for it except that." (Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.) This 
supports the view that if one forgets an obligatory act, one must still perform 
that act upon recalling it. 

Another hadith states, 

"Whoever forgets and eats or drinks while he is fasting should complete his 
fast for it was only Allah who fed him or gave him drink." (Recorded by al- 
Bukhari and Muslim.) This hadith is used to support the view that under some 
circumstances forgetfulness is excused because there were no reinforcing 
aspects that should keep a person from forgetting. 

When is Forgetfulness Not an Excuse? 

Al-Bugha and Mistu point out that if a person is himself the cause of 
his own forgetfulness or of an act that he could have avoided, then he is not 
excused. In other words, if he could have taken the steps to prevent his 
forgetfulness or the ensuing act, then he is not excused. One example they give 
is that of a person who sees something impure on his clothing but he takes his 
time in removing it, to the point that he forgets it is there. If he later prays with 
that same impurity on his clothing, he will not be excused, as it was due to his 
own lack of action. Hence, he will be required to make up those prayers upon 
realizing what he has done. 1 

Similarly, al-Raazi wrote, "If a person is heedless concerning the study 
and repetition [of what he has memorized of the Quran] to the point that he 
forgets [what he had memorized], he will be blameworthy. However, if he 
continually practiced his recitation but after that he forgot what he had 
memorized, in that case, he will be excused." 2 

The Hanafi legal theorist, al-Bazdawi also wrote, 

Forgetfulness is an excuse according to the right of the 
shareeah only if it were not due to heedlessness. Otherwise, it 
is not an excuse, as it was not an excuse in the case of Adam 
(peace be upon him) or the one who forgets what he had 
memorized of the Quran while he had the ability to study it 
over and over. Such things occurred due to his own 



1 Al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 334. 

2 Al-Raazi, Tafseer, vol. 7, p. 1 44. 
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shortcoming and, therefore, they can be acceptable causes for 
punishment. 1 



"[what is done] under duress" 

Hasan has given the following definitions for ikraah (duress, 
coercion): 

Coercion or duress (ikraah) means to urge another person to 
perform that to which he does not consent, and that which he 
would not choose to perform personally in a direct manner if 
he were left alone... 

Coercion or duress (ikraah) means to urge a man by another 
man to perform an act which he dislikes, and which he would 
not intend to perform personally in a direct manner if he were 
not urged on it by threat. 2 

Coercion, therefore, involves both a dislike for the act by the one being coerced 
as well as being forced to perform that act. Hence, it is a case where the person, 
if left to his own volition, would not perform a specific act. However, due to 
coercion from others, he performs the act "against his will". His intention is not 
actually to perform the act itself but to avert the threatened punishment; if not 
for the coercion, the act would not have been carried out. 3 

For there to be a true case of coercion, four components must be 

present: 

( 1 ) The one who doing the coercing (al-mukrih) 

(2) The coerced (al-mukrah) 

(3) The threat of the one doing the coercion (al-mukrah bih) 
(4) The act that one is being coerced to perform (al-mukrah alaih) 



1 Abdul Azeez al-Bukhaari, Kashf al-Asraar an Usool Fakhr al-Islam al-Bazdawi (Beirut: Daar 
al-Kitaab al-Arabi, 1994), vol. 4, p. 457. 

2 Hasan, Principles, vol. 1, p. 365. There is clearly a relationship between the case of coercion 
and the case of necessity. In both cases, the person is put into a situation where he does 
something he would not normally do. In both cases, the shareeah has provided special 
exemptions and permission to allow the person to meet his needs under those special 
circumstances. In one sense, coercion can be considered a subset of necessity since when one is 
threatened with death, one has truly entered a state of necessity. However, in other cases, the type 
of threat (such as the threat of imprisonment) is not sufficient to consider the case a case of 
necessity. Cf., Isa Shaqra, Al-Ikraah wa Atharuhu fi al-Tasarufaat (Beirut: Muassasah al- 
Risaalah, 1987), pp. 34-36. 

3 Shaqra points out the tremendous importance of the fiqh regulations concerning coercion. In 
almost every era, one will find oppressors and oppressed. The oppressors want the populace to do 
things they are not wanting to do. The oppressors usually then resort to pressure and force on the 
populace. Hence, it is important for the Muslims to know the fiqh of the question of compulsion 
and coercion before they act under such circumstances (see Shaqra, p. 11). Indeed, one of the 
most common forms of coercion today is the threatening of the family of a person who refuses to 
submit to the demands of the oppressor. In modern times, Muslims have commonly been forced 
to commit crimes against other Muslims. There is no question that this is a very important topic 
and perhaps it should be discussed on a wider scale than it has been discussed. 
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For example, Mr. X says to Mr. Y, "Divorce your wife or I will kill you." In 
this case, the one doing the coercing is Mr. X. Mr. Y is the coerced. The threat 
is the threat of death. The act being coerced is the divorce of Mr. Y's wife. 

Each of these four components has some important aspects to them. 
Therefore, they shall each be discussed separately in brief. 1 

The One Doing the Coercing {al-mukrih) 

The most important condition concerning the one doing the coercing is 
that he have the ability to carry out what he is threatening. Actually, it is 
sufficient for the coerced to believe (with reason) that the one doing the 
coercing has such an ability. If the coercing person actually has no ability (or 
cannot reasonably be believed to be able) to carry out his threat, then it cannot 
be considered coercion. 

It seems that it was Abu Hanifah's opinion, as well as Ahmad's 
according to one narration, that the only one who is in a position to coerce 
anybody else is the ruler. This is because he is the only one considered to have 
the ability to implement the threat he has made. However, the majority of 
scholars, including Abu Hanifah's leading students, are of the opinion that 
anyone who has the ability to carry out a threat qualifies. 

The difference of opinion on this question has been explained by the 
fact that during the time of Abu Hanifah it was, in reality, only the ruler who 
could make a dangerous threat and then carry it out. No one else could do such 
a thing because the control of the Islamic government was quite strong and the 
government would punish or deter anyone else from doing such a thing. In later 
times, when things changed, others were able to make such threats without 
much fear of being punished by the government. Hence, later Hanafi scholars 
changed the school's view on this issue and said that the malicious threat of 
anyone, the ruler or otherwise, who has the ability to carry out the threat 
qualifies as coercion or duress. 2 

The Coerced {al-mukrah) 

There are certain conditions that the coerced person must meet. First, 
he must not be pleased with or willing to do the act that he is being urged to do. 
In fact, if he shows any sign of pleasure or willingness to perform the act, he 
will not be considered coerced. 3 Second, he must have reason to believe that 



1 For more details, the interested reader may consult Shaqra, pp. 43-59. 

2 Cf'., Shaqra, pp. 44-45. 

3 The Hanafis distinguish between being pleased with an act and choosing to do it. Choosing to 
do an act is more general than being pleased with an act. One may choose to do an act that he is 
not completely pleased with because it is the lesser of two evils. In this case, his choice or 
intention is defective. The majority of scholars do not make such a distinction between choosing 
to do an act and being pleased with the act as such has no ramifications in their fiqh conclusions. 



1230 



Hadith #39: "Allah has pardoned..." 



the one doing the coercing has the ability to carry out his threat. Third, he must 
not have the ability to defend himself from the one coercing him or his threat. 
If he does have the ability to ward off the threat or he can possibly flee from 
the situation or get help from others, he is not considered coerced. 

The Threat Involved 

There is a difference of opinion among the scholars as to whether a 
threat in and of itself is sufficient to put the threatened into a state of coercion. 
If a threat is made in conjunction with an immediate punishment, such as being 
beaten, imprisoned, and so forth, it is considered a true threat and the person 
involved is being coerced. According to the Hanafis, Malikis, Shafi'ees and 
one narration from Ahmad, a threat in itself is sufficient for coercion. Another 
narration from Ahmad states that the threat must be combined with some type 
of initial punishment. It seems that the strongest opinion is that of the majority, 
that a plausible threat in itself is sufficient for a case of coercion. 1 

There is also a difference of opinion concerning exactly what 
determines a threat and what are the different types of threats. Each school of 
fiqh shall be dealt with separately. 

The Hanafi Approach: The Hanafis divide coercion into three types: 2 

(1) A complete, constraining coercion: Under this type of coercion, the 
coerced person loses all ability to consent or choose. This would be, for 
example, the threat of being killed, being thrown from the top of a building and 
other extreme punishments of that nature. In cases like these, it is not unusual 
for a person to do most anything to avert punishment. 

(2) A deficient, non-constraining coercion: This is a threat that is less 
severe than a threat to one's life or limb. This type would include the threat of 
being imprisoned for a lengthy period of time, being mildly beaten and so 
forth. According to the Hanafis, in this case, the person's element of consent 
has been lost but he still has some freedom of choice. In these cases, it would 
not be unusual for a person to consider which to accept: either the threatened 
punishment or the coerced act. 



See Masood al-Taftazaani, Shark al-Talweeh ala al-Taudheeh li-Matn al-Tanqeeh fi Usool al- 
Fiqh (Beirut: Daar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah, 1996), vol. 2, p. 414. 

1 The evidence for and details of these positions may be found in Shaqra, pp. 48-50. 

2 The other schools divide coercion into two types: First is a complete, constraining coercion 
wherein the person has lost all element of choice. Examples would be a person's forcing another 
person's hand to sign a contract or a person being carried into a building which he had sworn he 
would never enter. Under this type of coercion, the coerced person is considered completely free 
of any responsibility for the act because in such a case he truly had no intention or choice in 
performing it. The second type of coercion is a deficient non-constraining coercion, which is 
comparable to the different types of coercion described above by the Hanafis. Cf ., ibn Humaid, 
pp.243-245. 
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(3) An indirect coercion: In this case, a person is coerced by a threat to 
others, such as his parents, children, other relatives and so forth. He is told, for 
example, "If you do not comply, we will punish your parents by imprisoning or 
beating them." The Hanafis argue that strictly by analogy, this form of coercion 
does not actually constitute coercion. However, on the principle of istihsaan 1 , 
they say that the person is greatly harmed by such a possible threat and, 
therefore, it functions the same as other coercive threats. 

The Shafi'ee Approach: The Shafi'ee approach to this question is not 
a united approach like that found among most Hanafis. Indeed, al-Nawawi 
records seven different opinions as to what constitutes a valid threat for 
coercion among the Shafi'ees. 2 Al-Nawawi himself concludes that coercion is 
not simply a case where the person completely looses any aspect of choice. 
Instead, it is a case in which a sane, competent person would choose to do an 
act that he is compelled to do rather than face its threatened consequences. 

From this perspective, what constitutes coercion is different from 
threat to threat and person to person. For example, one may be coerced to 
pronounce a divorce of his wife with the threat of imprisonment while that 
same threat would not be coercion for a greater act. Furthermore, two people 
may consider the same threat very differently. For example, the people of 
status and dignity would be very alarmed if they were threatened with having 
their faces painted black and being put on the back of a donkey and paraded in 
front of the people in a public square. However, people of a lower status or 
criminals may not be affected by such a threat. 

According to this view, one being coerced to commit murder upon 
threat of imprisonment, the killing of a relative or the destruction of property 
would not be excused for committing the murder, since the gravity of the 
coerced act outweighs the threatened punishment. However, coercing someone 



Kamali has provided an excellent definition of istihsaan: "Istihsaan literally means 'to approve, 
or to deem something preferable'... In a juristic sense, istihsaan is a method of exercising 
personal opinion in order to avoid any rigidity and unfairness that might result from the literal 
enforcement of the law. 'Juristic preference' is a fitting description of istihsaan, as it involves 
setting aside an established analogy in favour of an alternative ruling which serves the ideals of 
justice and public interest in a better way. Enforcing the existing law may prove to be detrimental 
in certain situations, and a departure from it may be the only way of attaining a fair solution to a 
particular problem. The jurist who resorts to istihsaan may find the law to be either too general, 
or too specific and inflexible. In both cases, istihsaan may offer a means of avoiding hardship 
and generating a solution which is harmonious with the higher objectives of the shareeah." 
Kamali, pp. 246-7. As one may conclude from the definition itself, it is a somewhat controversial 
concept among the different schools of fiqh with some schools giving it much more emphasis 
than others. 

2 See Yahya al-Nawawi, Raudhat al-Taalibeen wa Umdah al-Mufteen (Beirut: al-Maktab al- 
Islaami, 1991), vol. 8, pp. 58-61. Some of the other views among the Shafi'ees not discussed 
above but mentioned by al-Nawawi include the following: ( 1 ) Only the threat of death constitutes 
coercion; (2) Only the threat of death or great physical harm constitutes coercion; (3) Coercion is 
only where the person has lost all sense of volition, where he is like a man fleeing from a lion. 

3 This type of act was done to humiliate people who committed certain crimes. 
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to destroy or hand over his wealth by the threat of imprisonment or the killing 
of his son is considered a case of coercion, because the threatened act is more 
grievous than the coerced act. 

The Maliki Approach: For the Malikis, a fear of a painful experience 
is sufficient to constitute coercion. This would include a threat of being killed, 
beaten, imprisoned and so forth. They also stress that the same threat may be 
considered coercion under certain circumstances and not under others. For 
example, the threat of being severely beaten would constitute coercion for all. 
However, the threat of being lightly beaten in public would be coercion for the 
people of rank and dignity but not necessarily for others. Similarly, painting the 
face of a person of dignity black in a private setting would not be a coercive 
threat, while doing so publicly would be. As for threatening to destroy 
someone's wealth, some Malikis do not consider it coercive while others do. A 
third opinion among them is that if the amount of wealth is large, then it is 
coercion; and, if the amount of wealth is small, it is not. 1 

The Hanbali Approach: For the Hanbalis, coercion occurs when the 
threatened action is too great and harmful for the person to bear, such as being 
threatened with death, beating, long imprisonment, the taking of one's wealth 
or house, and so forth. 

Some of the Hanbalis, though, state that being beat or imprisoned is 
not valid for coercion among those people who can withstand such a 
punishment. They also distinguish between those who can withstand certain 
threats and those who cannot withstand those threats, such as the people of 
rank and dignity. Ibn Qudaamah even mentions that some Hanbalis consider 
verbal disgracing and abuse to be sufficient for coercion among certain 
elements of society. 

Some Hanbalis do not consider a threat to one's son, wife or father as a 
valid threat for coercion because it is actually a threat of harm to someone else. 
However, it seems that the strongest opinion among the Hanbalis is that such 
should be considered a threat involving coercion as it brings about such pain to 
the person as he cannot withstand. 2 

Shaqra's Conclusions: After reviewing the above views concerning 
the threat that coerces a person into performing an act, Shaqra has made the 
following conclusions: 

(1) Although the schools describe the threat in various ways, their 
opinions concerning what constitutes a threat that leads to coercion are very 



1 Cf., Shaqra, pp. 53-54. 

2 Cf., Shaqra, pp. 54-55; Ali al-Mardaawi, al-Insaaf fi Marifat al-Raajih min al-Khilaaf ala 
Madhhab al-Imaam al-Mubajjal Ahmad ibn Hanbal (Beirut: Daar Ihyaa al-Turaath al-Arabi, 
1957), vol. 8, pp. 440-2. 
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similar and compatible. In general, the threat must be of such a great harm that 
it makes the coerced person afraid enough to perform the coerced act in order 
to rescue himself from the situation he is facing. 

(2) There is no clear text of the Quran or sunnah that defines or gives 
the parameters of the kind of threat that counts as coercion in the shareeah. 
However, examples from the Prophet's lifetime, such as the suffering that took 
place in Makkah, and some of the Prophet's (peace be upon him) statements, 
one can approximately derive the nature of threat. For example, the Arabic 
words used in the present hadith translated as, "under duress," imply a situation 
in which a person is doing something that he dislikes while being forced or 
pressured into doing it. 

The following has also been narrated from some of the Companions: 
Umar ibn al-Khattaab said, "A man cannot control himself if I starve 
him, tie him up or beat him." Abdullah ibn Masood said, "If a person in power 
wants to force me to say something and he beats me once or twice, I will say 
what he has asked." 

(3) The case of coercion differs depending on the person being 
coerced, the nature of the threat, and the weight of the threat as compared to 
that of the thing being demanded. Some people are able to withstand much 
more than others, so that one person would be considered coerced in some 
cases whereas someone else in a similar situation would not. Similarly, what 
his being threatened must be greater in harm than the act requested. If such is 
not the case, it cannot be considered a case of coercion. 1 

The Act One is Being Coerced to Perform 

The scholars argue that coercion does not destroy legal capacity and 
responsibility. This means that even in cases of coercion, there are certain 
rulings by which the person must abide. If he does not do so, he would be 
considered a sinner. For example, if a person is threatened with death if he 
does not drink wine, it becomes obligatory upon him to drink that wine. If he 
does not do so and allows himself to be killed simply to avoid drinking wine, 
he would be considered a sinner as his shareeah obligation at that time was to 
drink the wine. This is because the obligation to preserve one's life outweighs 
the sin of drinking alcohol. 

For there to be a true case of coercion, either the act the person is being 
forced to perform must be something forbidden or he must be threatened with 
something forbidden. 2 For example, if the heirs of a person who was killed say 
to the killer, "We will not invoke the law of retaliation against you if you 



1 Cf., Shaqra, pp. 55-57. 

2 Many books simply state that to qualify as coercion, the forced act need be forbidden, However, 
that is not true. Someone could be coerced to divorce his wife, sell an item and so forth. All of 
these acts are permissible, yet would still be considered coercion. Hence, such statements by 
scholars have been modified in the above text. 
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divorce your wife," that would not be a case of coercion. This is because he is 
free to divorce his wife if he wants to. In that case, he is simply making a 
choice to do a permissible act in order to avoid another permissible choice that 
he wishes to avoid. The rules and principles of coercion would not apply in 
such a case. 

Furthermore, the scholars distinguish between cases in which one is 
compelled to do something that is right and correct and cases in which one is 
compelled to do something forbidden. 1 For example, if a judge compels 
someone to sell off part of his property in order to pay off his debts, such is not 
considered a case of coercion and the principles discussed herein do not apply 
to such a case, since the payment of the debt is a righteous act. 2 

Given the above points, the acts that one may be coerced into 
performing are divided into three categories: 

(1) Those acts that one is forbidden to perform even while under 
coercion. 

(2) Those acts that one is required to perform while under coercion. 

(3) Those acts that one is allowed to perform under coercion, though it 
is considered better and more virtuous for the person to abstain from them. In 
such cases, the permissibility of a normally forbidden act is known as rukhsah 
or concession due to special circumstances. 

Examples from each of these categories will be given in the "Related 
Fiqh Issues" section. 

Accountability for the Coerced Act 

The Hanafi and majority approach also differ with respect to 
accountability of the coerced act. This is an important question as it is the 
responsible person who is going to have to face the worldly consequences of 
the coerced forbidden act. 3 

To understand the majority view on this point, one has to keep in mind 
the above distinction between acts that are permissible, forbidden or a 
concession under cases of coercion. An act which remains forbidden in a case 
of coercion will be attributed to both the person who actually performed the act 
and the one doing the coercing. The coerced, from a legal point of view, had no 
right to perform the act. The one doing the coercing is also to blame for his 
coercion led to the act in the first place. Hence, they share in the responsibility 
of the act, though the punishment for each may differ given that one was the 
actual cause and the other was being coerced. 



1 In general, the word olj^VI (al-ikraah) is used when being coerced to doing something 
forbidden. The word jW^-VI (al-ijbaar) is usually used when being coerced to do something that 
is right and correct. 

2 See Shaqra, p. 59. 

3 For more on this topic discussed in this section, see Hasan, Principles, vol. 1, pp. 371-379; al- 
Jaboori, pp. 481-487. 
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If the coerced act falls under the category of what is generally legal for 
the coerced to perform and is the nature of a transaction or contract, the 
coercion will render the transaction legally void; in other words, it will not be 
ascribed to the doer at all. For example, if a person is coerced to divorce his 
wife, marry a woman or sell a specific item, that divorce, marriage or sale 
would not be legally binding, since the person had no real intention to make 
that transaction; so the law would consider it as if the act never took place. 

If the coerced act falls under the category of concession for the 
coerced, then the act will be attributed to the one doing the coercing. For 
example, if a person's life is threatened unless he destroys someone else's 
property, he is allowed to destroy the other person's property, and the one 
responsible for the act will be the one doing the coercing. Hence, he is the one 
who will have to pay the damages for the person whose property was damaged. 

The Hanafi perspective differs greatly from the above majority 
perspective. To understand their view, one must first divide the topic of 
coerced acts into: dispositions (tasarrufaat), admissions {iqraaraat) and acts. 

With respect to dispositions, they must also be divided into two 
categories: those dispositions that may be revoked or annulled and those which 
may not be revoked or annulled. In general, sales, leasing and other similar 
types of business transactions may be annulled. Marriage, divorce, freeing of 
slaves and other dispositions are irrevocable. 

According to the Hanafi perspective, revocable dispositions done under 
coercion are considered "defective" (faasid). In other words, they are not 
completely valid because they are lacking the complete consent of the one who 
was coerced. If he later, after the period of coercion, approves of the 
disposition, the disposition will be considered sound and binding. 

Those acts which are irrevocable are completely binding and sound 
even if done under duress according to the Hanafis. In this case, these acts are 
completely dependent upon the will of the person and not on his consent. He 
willed to make the statement of that disposition — even though he willed it 
simply to avoid the threatened punishment — and, therefore, it is legally 
effective. Hanafi scholars make an analogy between the one who says 
something in jest and the one who is coerced. In the case of the one who says 
something in jest, he did not desire the resultant legal effect but he did will the 
statement or disposition. If such a disposition is binding on the one who says 
something in jest, the Hanafis argue, it must also be binding on the one who is 
coerced to do such an act. 1 



Ibn Humaid wrote (p. 249), "The strongest opinion in the view of this researcher, and Allah 
knows best, is the opinion that the statements of one under coercion are not sound in any case, 
whether admissions or dispositions or for both what may be annulled and what may not be. This 
is much more in accord with the spirit of the Islamic shareeah concerning facility and removal of 
hardship. If the shareeah allows the person under coercion to make statements of unbelief 
[without any worldly, legal ramification] as long as his heart is content with faith, then it must 
allow statements that are even less than that. The Hanafis accept the fact that the admission of 
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For the Hanafis, admissions are not acceptable if they are the result of 
coercion. This is because the goal of admissions is the ascertain of what is true 
while such is negated in the case of admitting to something solely to avoid a 
threat. 

With respect to acts done by the coerced, the Hanafis divide such acts 
into two categories: (1) acts in which the coerced person can truly be 
considered simply the instrument or tool of the one doing the coercing and (2) 
acts in which the coerced cannot be considered simply the instrument of the 
one doing the coercing. 

The first type is also subdivided into two categories. The Hanafis 
distinguish between cases where attributing the act to the one who is doing the 
coercing (and considering the coerced simply his instrument) will change the 
subject matter of the offense {mahall al-jinaahyah) and where it will not. If the 
subject matter of the offense will be changed by attributing the act to the one 
doing the coercing, that would, in essence, bring an end to any form of 
coercion for coercion is an attempt to harm another person by making him do 
something that he does not will to do. Hasan has given the following example 
to illustrate this point, 

For instance, if a person in the state of ihraam (pilgrim 
sanctity) compells [sic] another person in a state of ihraam 
(pilgrim sanctity) to kill a game and he kills it, the legal effect 
of this offence will be confined to the coerced or doer. He will 
be liable for violating the sacred state. The reason is that the 
coercer [sic] intended to harm him by compelling him to 
violate his own sacred state. If the act of the coerced is 
imputed to the coercer and he (the doer) is treated as the 
instrument of the coercer, he (i.e., the coercer) will be 
responsible for violation of the sacred state- a change in the 
character of the subject matter. In other words, the coercer 
wanted to harm the coerced by compelling him to violate his 
own sacred state and then bear the legal consequences. But by 
imputing the act to the coercer, he (the coercer) himself will 
have to bear the legal consequences. In this manner, the 
coercion itself will be annulled. 1 

If such change in the subject matter of the offence does not occur when 
the coerced person is simply considered an instrument of coercion and the 
coercion is constraining, the act will be attributed to the one doing the coercing 

one under coercion is void. Their distinguishing between what may be annulled and what may 
not be annulled is not [logically] clear [that is, an obviously acceptable conclusion]. In fact, the 
issue of marriage and sexual intercourse is more important than issues of wealth. It is for that 
reason that a woman's permission and consent is sought in matters of marriage in a more 
emphasized manner than in matters of trade. Also the analogy between the coerced and the joking 
person concerning divorce is not clear. The joking person chose to say those words he said; 
however, the coerced person did not have any real choice in saying those words." 
1 Hasan, Principles, vol. 1, p. 377. 
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and not to the coerced. So, if under coercion, one man destroys another man's 
property, the act will be attributed to the one doing the coercing and he will be 
responsible for the damage. 

If the coercion was not constraining, the coerced person will be 
considered responsible for the act and not the one doing the coercing. This is 
because he has, in essence, made the free choice to perform that act. 

According to the Hanafis, also, there are some coerced acts in which 
the coerced person could never be considered simply the instrument of the one 
doing the coercing. This category includes the acts of eating, drinking and 
sexual intercourse. Their argument is that it is inconceivable to imagine one 
person forcing another person to do those acts; for example, a man cannot eat 
with somebody else's mouth. In those cases, the act will be attributed to the 
coerced person and the aspect of coercion will have no legal affect whatsoever. 
Therefore, if a fasting person is coerced to eat, it will be concluded that he 
himself broke his fast and not the person who coerced him to do so. 

The Hanafi approach to the question of to whom the coerced act is to 
be ascribed is shown in Figure 39.6. 



1238 



Hadith #39: "Allah has pardoned. 




The act is sound 


5 

1-8-8-= 

11 si 

3 O c= 




The act is 


"defective" and 
may be annulled by 
one coerced 



ure 39.6 The Hanafi Approach Concerning Attribution of the 

Coerced Act 



1239 



Commentary on the Forty Hadith of al-Nawawi 



Related Fiqh Issues 



Missing a Prayer Due to Forgetfulness or Mistake 

If a person forgets one of the five daily prayers, then he is not 
considered sinful. However, he must perform that missed prayer as soon as he 
has realized what has happened. The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) 
stated, 



"Whoever forgets a prayer must pray it when he remembers it. And there is no 
expiation for it except that." (Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.) 

In this example, the fact that the person is not sinful can be derived 
from this hadith, "Allah has pardoned for my Nation..." The fact that the prayer 
must be made up is based on a separate piece of evidence, the hadith quoted 
above. Hence, this example sheds no light on the difficult question discussed 
earlier: Does this hadith, "Allah has pardoned for my Nation..." imply only the 
sin or the sin and the worldly ruling? 

Mistakenly Killing Another Muslim 

If a Muslim kills another Muslim by mistake, such as in an attempt to 
kill a non-Muslim during battle, there is no sin upon him. In other words, Allah 
will not hold him to account for it in the Hereafter. However, that does not 
mean that he is not required to do anything due to that grave act. He still must 
perform an act of expiation for that mistake. This is due — and Allah knows 
best — to the great sanctity of human life. It may also serve as a protection 
against reckless killings in which the killer denies any responsibility toward the 
deceased and his family. 

Concerning this matter, Allah says in the Quran, 





EL 
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"It is not for a believer to kill a believer except by mistake. And whoever kills a 
believer by mistake, then the freeing of a believing slave and a compensation 
blood-money payment presented to his family [is required], unless they give it 
up as charity [on their part]. But if he [the killed] were from a people at war 
with you and he was a believer, then [there is only] the freeing of a believing 
slave. And if he were from a people with whom you have a treaty, then a 
compensation payment presented to his family and the freeing of a believing 
slave. And whoever does not find one, then [instead] a fast of two consecutive 
months, [seeking] acceptance of repentance from Allah. And Allah is ever 
knowing and wise" (al-Nisaa 92). 

Forgetting to Mention Allah's Name Upon Slaughtering an Animal 

According to al-Shafi'ee, some Malikis and a narration from Ahmad, 
to mention the name of Allah upon slaughtering an animal is simply a 
recommended act.' Therefore, according to this view, if a person does not 
mention Allah's name either intentionally or out of forgetfulness, there is no 
problem and the meat is still considered permissible to eat. 

According to Abu Hanifah, Malik and a better known narration from 
Ahmad, the mentioning of Allah's name is a condition or an obligation for the 
permissibility of the meat. Their argument rests mostly on the understanding of 
verse 121 of Surah al-Anaam, quoted below. However, these scholars agree 
that if a person slaughters an animal with the intention of slaughtering it 
properly but forgets to mention the name of Allah upon slaughtering, the meat 
is still considered permissible to eat. 2 



1 Cf., al-Tiraiqi, Ahkaam al-Dhabaaih, p. 222. 

2 Cf., Muhammad ibn Rooshd, Bidaayat al-Mujtahid wa Nihaayat al-Muqtasid (Cairo: Maktabah 
ibn Taimiya, 1415 A.H.), vol. 2, p. 474. It should be noted, though, that ibn Rushd states that 
these scholars overlook the case of one who has forgotten to mention the name of Allah based on 
the hadith under discussion here, "Allah has pardoned for my Nation [what is done] by mistake, 
out of forgetfulness or under duress." Al-Tiraiqi (Ahkaam, p. 232) says the same of the Hanafis, 
and refers to Takmilah Sharh Fath al-Qadeer. If what they said were true, it would imply a 
complete reversal and inconsistency on the part of the Hanafis in their understanding of this 
hadith. However, when one goes to the Takmilah Fath al-Qadeer and the other commentaries 
printed with it, one finds that not one of those Hanafi scholars quoted the hadith, "Allah has 
pardoned..." in their arguing that when a person forgets to mention the name of Allah upon 
slaughtering an animal, it is still permissible to eat that meat. Instead, they refer to the concepts of 
hardship and the fact that while slaughtering, one is in an environment that may contribute to 
forgetfulness. See the four works printed together Ali al-Margheenani, al-Hidaayah Sharh 
Bidaayah al-Mubtadi, Qaadhi Zaada Nataaij al-Afkaan fi Kashf al-Rumooz al-Asraar, 
Muhammad al-Baabarti, Sharh al-Anaayah ala al-Hidaayah, Saad Saadi Afandi, Haashiyah 
(Beirut: Daar al-Fikr, n.d.), vol. 9, pp. 490-492. 
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There were some scholars who were of the opinion that if a person 
does not mention Allah's name, either intentionally or out of forgetfulness, the 
animal is not permissible to be eaten. These scholars included Muhammad ibn 
Seereen, Abdullah ibn Umar, al-Shabi, Abu Thaur and Dawood ibn Ali. They 
base their opinion on the express meaning of the verse, 

*ulj aILp jS'Xj \Lj> \^ik=.\j ^3 

"And do not eat of that over which the name of Allah has not been mentioned, 
for it is indeed grave disobedience" (al-Anaam 121). 

They also support their opinion by stating that under such 
circumstances, there is no call for a person to forget to mention the name of 
Allah. However, this argument can be answered that if the person is not an 
experienced butcher, the nervousness and excitement of the situation may 
cause him to forget to mention the name of Allah. 

After discussing five different opinions on this question (the above 
three as well as two other minor opinions), al-Jaboori concludes that if an 
inexperienced person slaughters an animal and forgets to mention the name of 
Allah, it is permissible to eat that meat. However, if an experienced butcher 
forgets to mention the name of Allah, it is not allowed to eat such an animal. 1 

It could also be argued that a butcher slaughters a large number of 
animals on a regular basis. Therefore, it should not be surprising if he 
occasionally forgets to mention Allah's name. Hence, one could argue, his 
forgetting to mention Allah's name should be excused. 

However, it seems that the strongest view would be that, if the 
mentioning of Allah's name is a condition for the permissibility of the meat 
slaughtered, the slaughtered animal is permissible to be eaten if the person, an 
experienced butcher or otherwise, simply forgot to mention Allah's name upon 
slaughtering the animal. This conclusion is not based on this hadith, "Allah has 
pardoned for my Nation...," since that hadith is only in relation to any sin in 
the Hereafter. Instead, it is based on the Quranic verse above, 

;Ajl3 V^P yS'JU lL« \^ikJj ^3 

"And do not eat of that which the name of Allah has not been mentioned, for 
indeed, it is grave disobedience" (al-Anaam 121), as an act done out of 
forgetfulness is never termed "grave disobedience". Hence, the verse is not 
referring to such a case. 2 
Allah knows best. 



1 See al-Jaboori, pp. 214-216. 

2 Cf., al-Tiraiqi, Ahkaam, p. 227. 
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Speaking During the Prayer Out of Forgetfulness 

The scholars are agreed that it is not allowed to speak during the prayer 
except for the words of the prayer or to correct the Imam when he makes a 
mistake. However, the scholars differ concerning one who speaks out of 
forgetfulness or due to ignorance of its prohibition. 

According to the Hanafis, speech is forbidden during the prayer in all 
of its forms, intentional or unintentional. Their view is based on the clear 
hadith recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim stating that the Companions used to 
speak during the prayer until verse 238 of surah al-Baqara was revealed. 
After that time, no form of non-prayer speaking was allowed. As for this 
hadith, "Allah has pardoned for my Nation [what is done] by mistake, out of 
forgetfulness or under duress," they argue that it only removes the sin of the act 
and not the ruling of it invalidating the prayer. 2 

According to the Shafi'ees 3 and Malikis, talking during the prayer out 
of forgetfulness does not invalidate the prayer. Inadvertent or unintentional 
speech is not what is forbidden by the above mentioned verse. (It should be 
noted that they do distinguish between a lot of speech and a little bit of 
speech.) 

Both of the above views have been narrated from Ahmad. 

According to ali-Bisaam, the evidence for the opinion that speech does 
not invalidate the prayer is strong. Muslim records a hadith in which one of the 
Companions said, "May Allah have mercy on you" to another person who 
sneezed during the prayer. After the prayer, the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
stated that it is not proper to have any worldly or mundane speech in the 
prayer. However, he did not order him to repeat the prayer. 4 

Another proof for this view is the "hadith of Dhu-l-Yadain," recorded 
by al-Bukhari and Muslim, in which the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon 
him) performed only two rakats of a four rakat prayer. Dhu-l-Yadain informed 
the Prophet (peace be upon him) of that happening. The Prophet (peace be 
upon him) asked the people whether or not Dhu-l-Yadain was correct. When 
the Prophet (peace be upon him) was told that he had only prayed two rakats, 
he simply performed two more rakats to make a total of four. Hence, he did not 
consider his prayer invalidated due to his speaking, as otherwise he would have 
performed the entire four rakats over again. 5 This hadith is clear evidence that 



' The relevant portion of the verse reads, "And stand before Allah, devoutly obedient." 

2 Cf., Muhammad ibn Ali al-Shaukaani, Nail al-Autaar (Beirut: Daar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah, 
1995), vol. 2, p. 332. 

3 Al-Khinn points out that in his entire discussion of this issue, not once does al-Shafi'ee refer to 
the concept of umoom al-muqtadhaa or anything of that nature. See al-Khinn, pp. 159-160. 

4 The Hanafi response to this argument is that it is not narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) ordered him to repeat the prayer. However, that does not necessarily mean that he did not 
order him to repeat the prayer. 

5 The Hanafi response to this argument is that the ruling derived from the hadith of Dhul-Yadain 
has been abrogated by the other hadith demonstrating that one should not speak in the prayer. 
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one who speaks out of forgetfulness or ignorance does not invalidate his 
prayer. 1 

It should be noted that the first hadith ali-Bisaam referred to is 
irrelevant as it was obviously a case of ignorance and not a case of 
forgetfulness; the rulings for ignorance are not exactly the same as those for 
forgetfulness. The hadith of Dhu-l-Yadain is a much stronger proof. It is an 
argument a fortiori 2 ; in other words, if all of that speech of the Prophet (peace 
be upon him) and Dhu-l-Yadain did not invalidate his prayer, then, obviously, 
speaking a few words or such out of forgetfulness should not invalidate a 
person's prayer. 

Eating, Drinking or Sexual Intercourse Out of Forgetfulness While Fasting 
Ramadhaan 

The majority of the scholars are of the opinion that if a person forgets 
that he is fasting and eats something, then, as soon as he remembers that he was 
fasting, he must stop eating and fast the rest of the day. 3 His eating by 
mistake did not invalidate his fast nor does he have to make that day of fasting 
up at a later date. This opinion is based on the following hadith of the Prophet 
(peace be upon him): 

* *f(, A" A f \f &' '*■»■» <■ * A* * <& *'f "iJ-fT * . t - - 1 s , 



Cf., Muhammad Ameen ibn Abideen, Radd al-Mukhtaar ala al-Durr al-Mukhtaar Sharh 
Tanweer al-Absaar (Beirut: Daar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah, 1994), vol. 2, pp. 371-372. Abrogation is 
much more difficult to prove and, therefore, to accept than the claim of particularization. 

1 Cf, Abdullah ali-Bisaam, Taiseer al-Alaam Sharh Umdat al-Ahkaam (Damascus: Daar al- 
Faihaa, 1996), vol. 1, pp. 245-246. 

2 An a fortiori argument is defined as, "arguing from an accepted conclusion to an even more 
evident one". [See The New Encyclopedia Brittanica (Chicago: Encyclopedia Brittanica, Inc., 
1989), vol. 26, p. 809.] This is exactly the same concept as what the Hanafis call dalaalah al- 
nass and what the mutakallimoon call mafhoom al-muwaafiqah. 

3 On this point, the Hanafis are in agreement with the Shafi'ees. The Hanafis are not being 
inconsistent in this case. They follow this opinion only because there is an explicit proof for this 
case, as opposed to in the previous case. Had the evidence for this position been only the hadith, 
"Allah has pardoned for my Nation [what is done] by mistake, out of forgetfulness or under 
duress," it would not have been considered a sufficient argument for the Hanafis. Furthermore, 
some argue that there is a great difference between the fast and the prayer. A person is naturally 
inclined to eat and drink during the daytime whenever he is hungry or thirsty. While fasting, there 
is no strong, present reminder that he is fasting and not allowed to satisfy that need. Hence, it is 
very possible for a person to forget and eat or drink while fasting. In prayer, on the other hand, 
the environment itself (the way that one is standing, what he is reciting, the congregation and so 
forth) remind the person that he is in prayer and there is no strong drive for him to speak. So for 
him to forget that he is in prayer and speak inappropriately is not to be excused. He invalidates 
his prayer by speaking out of forgetfulness, whereas the one who breaks his fast out of 
forgetfulness does not invalidate the fast. 



1244 



Hadith #39: "Allah has pardoned..." 



"Whoever forgets and eats or drinks while he is fasting should complete his 
fast for it was only Allah who fed him or gave him to drink." (Recorded by al- 
Bukhari and Muslim.') 

According to Malik, the person who eats out of forgetfulness must 
make that day up at a later date although there is no other form of expiation he 
must make. He is like one who has forgotten a prayer. 2 

In this case, though, it seems that the view of the majority is the correct 
opinion. This is because there is another hadith that states, 

S S S S ' s- s s & s s 0/ 

"For whoever breaks his fast during Ramadhaan out of forgetfulness there is no 
making up of that day or expiation [upon him]." 3 

This hadith also implies that if a person has sexual intercourse with his 
wife due to forgetfulness, he does not violate his fast and does not have to 
make the day up later. This is the opinion of Abu Hanifah and al-Shafi'ee. 
However, on this point, Ahmad disagrees with them and says that in this case 
the person must make up that day later. There is even a narration from him that 
such a person must also perform the expiation for that act. 4 The hadith just 
quoted would be an argument against Ahmad on this issue, since it states, 
"Whoever breaks his fast...," implying breaking it out of forgetfulness in any 
way, whether by eating, drinking or having sexual intercourse with one's wife. 

Making Acts or Stating Words of Unbelief While Under Duress 

One may only resort to statements or actions of unbelief while under 
constraining coercion. Acts or statements of kufr (unbelief) are the greatest sins 
possible. Hence, the ruling concerning them must be much stricter than the 
rulings concerning eating pork, drinking alcohol and so forth. For example, if a 
person is threatened with a beating from which he does not fear death or if he 
only fears being ridiculed or abused, such is not enough for him to resort to 



Commenting on this hadith, ibn al-Qayyim stated that the action is attributed to Allah. This is 
because the person himself did not mean or intend the act. Therefore, the person is not 
responsible for that act. Hence, the act of the one who forgets is like the what a person does in his 
sleep, while insane or before puberty. See Muhammad ibn al-Qayyim, Ilaam al-Muwaqieen an 
Rabb al-Alameen (Beirut: Daar al-Asriyyah, 1987), vol. 2, p. 32. 

2 It seems that Malik understands the above hadith to be in reference to voluntary fasts and not 
obligatory fasts. Cf, al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 336. It should also be noted that the analogy 
between the fast and prayers is not valid if it contradicts an explicit statement of the Prophet 
(peace be upon him), as is the case here. 

3 Recorded by al-Haakim. According to both ibn Hajr and al-Albaani, it is sahih. See Muhammad 
ibn Ismail al-Sanaani, Subul al-Salaam Sharh Buloogh al-Maraam min Jama Adillah al-Ahkaam 
(Beirut: Daar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah, 1988), vol. 2, p. 325; al-Albaani, Saheeh al-Jaami, vol. 2, p. 
1048. 

4 Cf., al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 336. 
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acts or statements of kufr. Under circumstances of a lesser threat, one must 
remain patient and cannot resort to making statements or actions of unbelief. 1 

If a person is forced to utter statements of unbelief, he should try to 
make an ambiguous statement that may only imply disbelief, making the one 
doing the coercing believe that he has stated words of disbelief. 2 

If the person is forced to utter statements of explicit unbelief, then he 
may make such statements with his tongue only while his heart is firm with 
faith. In such a case, he will not be held responsible for the words he has stated. 
Allah says in the Quran, 

_ s > ^ _ s 

"Whoever disbelieves in Allah after his belief [shall earn the wrath of Allah] 
except for one who is forced [to renounce his religion] while his heart is secure 
in faith. But those who [willingly] open their breasts to disbelief, upon them is 
wrath from Allah, and for them is a great punishment" (al-Nahl 1 06). 

There is some difference of opinion as to whether this concession is 
confined to only statements of unbelief or includes both statements and actions 
of unbelief. There seems to be general agreement, based on the Quranic verse 
above, someone may resort to making statements of unbelief as a way of saving 
his life. The difference of opinion is only concerning actions. For example, if 
someone were threatened with death unless he prostrated to an idol, would it 
then be permissible for him to make such a prostration? 

It has been narrated from ibn Abbaas, Abu al-Aaliyah, Abu al-Shathaa, 
al-Rabee ibn Anas, al-Dhahhaak and Suhnoon that such deception can only be 
in statements and not in actions. This is also stated in one narration from 
Ahmad. 3 

Al-Hasan al-Basri was asked about a person who was told, "Prostrate 
to an idol or we will kill you." He replied, "If the idol were in the direction of 
the qiblah, then he should prostrate and make his intention for sake of Allah. If 
it is not in the direction of the qiblah, he should not do it, even if they kill 
him." However, ibn Atiyyah said, "What should prevent him from making his 
intention for Allah even if it is not in the direction of the qiblah'? In the Book of 
Allah, it states, 'Any which way you turn, there is the Face of Allah' [al- 



1 See Shaqra, p. 118. 

2 It should be noted that it is not always possible for someone to make such types of statements, 
especially while under a great deal of pressure. 

3 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 372. 
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Baqara 115]. In the Law, it is permissible for the traveler to perform voluntary 
prayers not in the direction of the qiblah. ,,x 

It seems that there is no strong evidence to make a distinction between 
statements of unbelief and acts of unbelief while under constraining duress. 
Either of them may be resorted to in order to save one's life as long as one's 
heart is content and filled with true faith. Such seems to be the strongest 
conclusion and the opinion of the majority of the scholars. 2 Allah knows best. 

Al-Bugha and Mistu point out that if the person can persevere and 
endure the harm coming to him, it is better for him not to utter any word of 
disbelief. If he dies due to refusing to utter words of disbelief, he will die as a 
martyr. 3 Shaqra states that there is a consensus on that point. 4 

There are many examples from the Makkan stage of the life of the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) that demonstrate that one is allowed to refuse to 
state words of unbelief even in the face of great torture. Such was the case with 
Bilaal ibn Ribaah, Suhaib al-Roomi, Saalim and others. The family of Yaasir 
was also greatly punished, with both parents dying due to the torture, but they 
refused to give into the demands of the unbelievers. 

The following hadith also demonstrates the virtue of holding to the 
religion and not bowing down to the pressures to commit unbelief even in the 
face of death. During the early years of the message, when the Muslims were 
facing great hardship from the unbelievers, the Muslims complained to the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) and said, "Shall you not seek help for us and pray 
for us [for our situation to change]?" The Prophet (peace be upon him) said in 
response, 

j&JLJtj tUwi Ifj J**~» Jpjw «J ./*>*-» J^O' p-^t* & ^ 
£i aJJ Ciji C skj^ii -U&^tj 3a&4$ JjU> Jii^i *Jj J* '^j^ 

J>\ ^1^1^ ^» Li*!*,!! jfo j^'j J* ^} 

"Among those who were before you, they would take a man and dig a ditch for 
him in the earth. They would put him in the ditch and then bring a saw and put 
it upon his head. They would cut him into two pieces. His flesh would be 
combed with iron combs and removed from his bones. However, all of that 
would not cause him to revert from his religion. By Allah, this matter will be 
completed until a traveler can ride from Sana to Hadhramaut and not fear 



1 Both al-Hasan and ibn Atiyyah were quoted in ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 372. 

2 Cf., al-Jaboori, p. 495; Shaqra, p. 1 19. 

3 Al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 333. 

4 Shaqra, p. 121. 
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anything except Allah and, concerning his sheep, the wolves. But you people 
are certainly hasty." 

In Sahih al-Bukhari, al-Bukhari has a chapter entitled, "Whoever 
chooses beating, being killed and being disgraced over [being forced to 
commit] unbelief." The first hadith that he presents in that chapter is, 



"[There are] three characteristics that if a person has them, he has tasted the 
sweetness of faith: that Allah and His Messenger are more beloved to him than 
anything else; that he loves a person and he only loves him for the sake of 
Allah; and that he hates to return to unbelief in the same way that he hates to be 
thrown into the Fire." Commenting on this hadith and al-Bukhari's placement 
of it in his Sahih, ibn Hajr wrote that the hadith equates returning to unbelief 
with being thrown into the Fire. Being beaten, killed or disgraced is easier 
upon a believer than being thrown into the Fire; hence, they must also be easier 
upon the believer than committing acts of unbelief. 1 

Someone may oppose that view by quoting what Allah has said in the 

Quran, 



"Do not kill yourselves" (al-Nisaa 29). This verse would imply that one is not 
permitted to allow himself to be killed or to do the act that would lead to his 
own death. In Fath al-Baari, it is pointed out that these words are shortly 
followed with the words, 



"And whoever does that in aggression and injustice, then We will drive him 
into a Fire" (al-Nisaa 30). The one who has his soul killed for the sake of Allah 
is not one who has done such an act in aggression and injustice. 2 

Therefore, this case is an example of a rukhsah or concession wherein 
one is allowed to opt for the concession but it is considered preferable not to do 
so. If he does not opt for the concession, he will receive a great reward from 



Al-Suyooti points out that the above ruling must be considered the 
general case. It is possible for there to be a situation in which it would be 



1 Ibn Hajr, Fath, (Daar al-Baaz), vol. 12, p. 391. 

2 Ibn Hajr, Fath (Daar al-Baaz), vol. 12, p . 391 . 






Allah. 
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considered better for the person to opt for the concession instead of being 
killed. If the person being threatened is someone needed in the fight against the 
disbelievers or in establishing the shareeah, it would be best for him not to opt 
for death. This would be the case if he were, for example, the only scholar and 
only one able to lead the Muslims. In that case, the interest of the general 
public takes precedence over his personal interest of attaining martyrdom. 1 
Allah knows best. 

Al-Jaboori, on the other hand, points out the opposite exception to the 
general ruling. He cites the case of a person who is followed by the masses and 
they look to him as their leader. If that person were to opt for the concession of 
stating words of unbelief, it may be confusing to the people and they may not 
understand what is going on. They may think their religious leader weak or 
hypocritical for rejecting faith under pressure. Therefore, due to the harm and 
confusion that would result in this case, that person would not be allowed to 
take the concession. Instead, he must remain firm, both outwardly and 
inwardly, even if he were killed. 2 

It should also be noted that there is a hadith which states, 



"Do not associate partners with Allah even if you are torn to pieces or set on 
fire." 3 Ibn Rajab explains this hadith by stating that it is in reference to the true 
associating of partners with one's heart. 4 In other words, it is not in reference 
to outwardly showing an act or statement of unbelief while one's heart is firm 
in belief. 



Being Coerced to Kill Another Muslim 



It is absolutely forbidden to intentionally kill another Muslim except as 
the result of due process of Islamic law. This is agreed upon, and may be 
established through a number of evidences from the Quran and sunnah, 
including Hadith #14 of this present collection. 

The following question now must be posed: Is one allowed to kill 
another Muslim when his own life is threatened or when the life of his family 
is threatened with death or imprisonment? It seems that there is a virtual 
consensus on the answer to this question: It is not allowed for one Muslim to 
save his life or the life of his family members by intentionally killing another 



1 Al-Suyooti, al-Ashbaah, p. 227. 

2 Al-Jaboori, p. 495. 

3 This hadith, with variant wordings, has been recorded by al-Bukhari in al-Adab al-Mufrad, ibn 
Maajah and al-Tabaraani. According to al-Arnaoot (footnotes to ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 
373), the hadith is hasan, while according to al-Albaani (Saheeh al-Jaami, vol. 2, p. 1226), it is 
sahih. 

4 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 373. 
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Muslim. This is because a Muslim has no more right to live than the Muslim 
he is going to kill. Hence, even though there is a case of coercion, he must 
accept his own fate from the one doing the coercing. It is forbidden for him to 
kill another Muslim. If he does so, he will definitely be considered a sinner. 1 
Even being threatened with the death of many members of one's own family is 
not a valid excuse to intentionally kill another Muslim. 2 

The killing of another Muslim is an example of an act that is still 
forbidden for a Muslim even under coercion. He is not excused due to the 
presence of the coercion. Al-Qurtubi wrote in his commentary of the Quran, 

The people of knowledge agree that if one is being coerced to 
kill another person, it is not allowed for him to go forward and 
kill him or to violate his rights by flogging him or otherwise. 
He must be patient and bear what is going to come to him. It is 
not allowed for him to save his own soul by somebody else's. 
He should ask Allah for safety in both this life and the 
Hereafter. 3 

The only difference of opinion among the scholars surrounding this 
issue is concerning to whom the law of retribution ("a life for a life") will be 
applied. 

According to Malik, Ahmad and the clearest of the two narrations from 
al-Shafi'ee, the law of retribution is to be applied to both the one doing the 
coercing and the coerced. This is because they jointly share the responsibility 
for the killing: one as the cause and the other as the direct doer. The one doing 
the coercing is like a person who pushes another person into a pit of lions, 
being certain that the lions would eat him alive. Obviously, although he did not 
actually do the killing, he was the cause of the killing and must be punished. As 
for the coerced, he is wrongfully giving himself preference over another person 
and willfully taking the life of the other person and, hence, he also must be 
punished. 4 



1 Cf., al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 339. 

2 One can only reflect upon what would be the results of this ruling if it were actually applied 
among Muslims of the Twentieth Century. In this century, there have been many Islamically 
unjustified wars between Muslims. In many cases, the only way the ruler could get his Muslim 
citizens to fight in such wars was by threatening a person or his family with death or 
imprisonment. By this means, unjust tyrants have been able to gather large armies and inflict a 
great deal of injury and destruction to other Muslim populations. Indeed, most soldiers nowadays 
do not simply kill one other person but drop bombs, launch rockets, throw grenades, and so forth, 
killing numerous Muslims at a time. If those soldiers had realized — or acted upon the fact — that 
even under such coercion it is sinful for them to kill other Muslims and they will be held 
responsible for their acts, they would have refused to enter into such wars. If this happened such 
unjust rulers would be forced to kill off their own citizenry who refused to bow to their pressures, 
and this would weaken their own power. Such is part of the benefit of this important principle 
discussed above. 

3 al-Qurtubi, al-Jaami li-Ahkaam al-Quraan, vol. 10, p. 183. 

4 Cf., al-Jaboori, p. 489. 
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For Abu Hanifah, his student Muhammad and a second opinion 
attributed to al-Shafi'ee, the law of retribution is applied only to the one doing 
the coercing. This is because the coerced is simply like an instrument and 
cannot be held completely responsible for his act. Furthermore, they argue that 
a person is naturally inclined to want to preserve his life. Under such pressure, 
it is understandable that he may resort to such an objectionable act. 

Yet a third opinion is that the retribution is to be imposed on the one 
doing the act of killing only. This is because he was the one directly 
responsible for the death and could not be considered simply an instrument. He 
has on his own willfully committed the act in order to save his own life. 
Furthermore, all the scholars agree that he has committed a sin and, therefore, 
the penalty should be on him for the sinful act he committed. This is the 
opinion of Zufar (the student of Abu Hanifah) and another opinion attributed to 
al-Shafi'ee. 1 

Abu Yusuf was of the opinion that there is no retribution to be meted 
out in this case. This is because the "cause" of the act (the one doing the 
coercing) did not perform actually the act, and the doer was under coercion, 
which is enough of a complicating matter as to remove the prescribed 
punishment from him. Hence, according to Abu Yusuf, there is only blood 
money to be paid. 2 

It seems that the strongest opinion is the first one stated above, from 
Ahmad and Malik. The evidence for it seems to be the strongest. The end result 
of that opinion should be the most positive. 

Being Coerced to Break One's Fast While Traveling 

If a person is traveling during Ramadhaan, it is permissible for him to 
break his fast. Therefore, if he is fasting while traveling and his life is 
threatened with such words as, "We will kill you unless you break your fast," it 
then becomes obligatory upon him to break his fast in order to save his life. If 
he does not break his fast in this case, he will be considered a sinner, because 
saving his life takes precedence over his permissible, non-obligatory act of 
continuing his fasting. 3 However, this has more to do with principles relating to 
the law of necessity than with this particular hadith, "Allah has pardoned..." 

In any case, this is an example of an act that becomes obligatory due to 
coercion. 



1 Cf., al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 339; al-Jaboori, p. 490. 

2 Cf., al-Jaboori, p. 489. 
3 Cf., Shaqra, p. 141. 

1251 



Commentary on the Forty Hadith of al-Nawawi 

Some Conclusions 

Before ending the discussion of this hadith, a number of important 
conclusions should be highlighted: 

(a) The correct wording of this hadith is, and Allah knows best, "Allah 
has pardoned for my Nation [what is done] mistakenly, out of forgetfulness or 
under duress." 

(b) The concept of umoom al-muqtadhaa in itself is a controversial 
topic. The Hanafis uniformly reject the concept. It is a concept that is often 
times attributed to al-Shafi'ee. However, he himself never seemed to have 
referred to such a concept. Among the followers of the Shafi'ee school, many 
of the leading legal theorists also reject the application of such a concept. If the 
concept of umoom al-muqtadhaa is rejected, it means that this hadith, "Allah 
has pardoned..." is only in reference to the sinfulness of the act and 
recompense in the Hereafter. This hadith cannot be invoked, then, concerning 
any worldly ruling, such as a mistake made in the prayer, a transaction done 
under coercion and so forth. All of those worldly rulings must be governed by 
some texts or principles other than the hadith under discussion here. 

(c ) For those who do accept umoom al-muqtadhaa and apply it to this 
hadith, they must realize the implications of such an understanding of this 
hadith. The fact that what is done by mistake, out of forgetfulness or under 
coercion is overlooked now becomes something directly concluded from this 
text (hadith). It cannot be overruled by analogy on the basis of any other text. It 
cannot only be overruled for specific issues by specific texts concerning those 
specific issues. In other words, those scholars cannot have it both ways. They 
cannot say that this hadith applies to both sin and worldly ruling and then 
overrule its worldly ruling on the basis of weaker evidences. 

(d) After a detailed review of the scholarly commentaries on this 
hadith, this author is of the definite conclusion that this hadith, "Allah has 
pardoned..." is in reference to the sin of the act only — the fact that Allah will 
not punish a person for a wrong act done due to forgetfulness, by mistake or 
under coercion. As for the worldly rulings concerning acts done by mistake, 
out of forgetfulness or coercion, the conclusions concerning them must be 
sought from other sources as this particular hadith is completely irrelevant to 
such questions. 

(e) It is extremely important that the scholar be absolutely certain as to 
whether he accepts the idea that this hadith refers to the sin only or both the sin 
and the worldly ruling. Then he must be consistent in his application of this 
hadith. It seems that many jurists of the past were not consistent in their 
application of their understanding of this hadith. 

(f) If a person does something by mistake, he is not sinful. 
Furthermore, if that mistake were related to an act of worship and the result of 
ijtihaad and striving to find what is correct, the person need not repeat that act 
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of worship if he determines later that he was incorrect in his ijtihaad. 1 If a 
judge or mufti makes such ijtihaad and is mistaken, no sin is to be implied to 
him nor is he to be held responsible for the ramifications of his sincere ijtihaad 
(unless he was not qualified to make ijtihaad in the first place). 

(g) If a person completely fails to perform an act of worship due to 
forgetfulness, he performs the act when he recalls it. This is based on an 
analogy with the one who has forgotten a prayer, that is explicitly discussed in 
a hadith. 

(h) If a person forgets one aspect of an act or violates an act that he is 
performing out of forgetfulness, the question becomes more difficult. There is 
some evidence to show that this is overlooked and has no effect, such as in the 
case of the one who spoke in the prayer or the one who ate during his fast. 
Allah knows best. (Another approach is to discover whether or not there were 
factors that should have prevented him from forgetting something. If such 
factors were present, the act done due to forgetfulness is not overlooked. If 
such factors were not present, then the act done due to forgetfulness is 
overlooked.) 

(i) Under coercion, if a person performs an act that has become a 
concession for him while under coercion, he may perform that act and it (and 
its implications) will not be ascribed to him. (The view of the Hanafis, which is 
more complex than this, was also presented earlier.) 

(j) Under coercion, if a person performs an act that is still forbidden for 
him to perform even while under coercion, he will be a sinner and the act will 
be ascribed to him. He will share in the responsibility for the act he has 
committed. 

Summary of the Hadith 

By Allah's mercy, He has decreed that He will overlook for the Prophet 
Muhammad's (peace be upon him) followers what they do by mistake, out 
of forgetfulness or due to coercion. 

This means that Allah forgives any sinful aspect of those deeds but it does 
not mean that the worldly rulings concerning those deeds are to be 
overlooked. 



1 There were numerous cases during the lifetime of the Prophet (peace be upon him) in which 
people performed such acts on the basis of mistaken ijtihaad and there is no record of the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) ordering them to re-perform their acts later. 
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Hadith #40 
"Be in the World like a Stranger..." 

4Jt djjj jia u^p ^i ^3 ^ jii ^ 

^ ^ y ^ t* 

On the authority of ibn Umar, may Allah be pleased with 
both of them, who said: The Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) took hold of my shoulder 
and said, "Be in the world as if you were a stranger or a 
traveler along a path." And ibn Umar would say, "If you 
survive till the late afternoon, do not expect (to be alive in] 
the morning. If you survive till the morning, do not expect 
[to be alive in] the late afternoon. Take from your health 
for your sickness and from your life for your death." 
Recorded by al-Bukhari. 



Selected Vocabulary 

- "took," when the following word starts with m, as in this case, it means, "took 
hold of 

- "my shoulder," the at the end implies the possessive, "my" 
CA - "[You should] be" 

^ -"the life of this world" 
. "as if you were" 

- "a stranger" 

<-W" j^- "a traveler, someone passing along a way" 

- "being at or catching the late-afternoon time, alive at late afternoon time" 

- "you expect, wait for" 
j-Ll^Ji . "the morning" 

' *'■>.' ■ « ! - "being at or catching the morning time, alive at morning time" 
«L*»ll - "late afternoon, from afternoon until sunset" 
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- "[you] take" 

- "your health," the ^ at the end gives the meaning of, "your" 

- "for your sickness," the J corresponds to, "for" 

- "your life" the ^ at the end gives the meaning of, "your" 

- "for your death" the J corresponds to, "for" 



Takhreej 

This is an authentic hadith. It was recorded by al-Bukhari, al-Baihaqi, 
ibn al-Mubaarak in al-Zuhd, al-Baghawi, al-Shihaab in his Musnad and ibn 
Hibbaan. There is some question about the chain used by al-Bukhari. He quotes 
al-Amash as saying, "Mujaahid narrated to me." Other scholars have noted that 
in separate narrations, the wording is, "on the authority of Mujaahid." Those 
scholars claim that al-Amash did not hear this hadith directly from Mujaahid 
but from an intermediary source, al-Laith ibn Abu Sulaim, who was a weak 
narrator. Ibn Hajr has replied to the objections surrounding that chain by 
pointing out that Ali ibn al-Madeeni has narrated it with al-Amash clearly 
stating that he heard the hadith directly from Mujaahid and that the hadith has 
supporting evidence in another narration recorded by al-Nasaai.' 

Ahmad, al-Tirmidhi, ibn Maajah and al-Tabaraani also record this 
hadith with the additional words of the Prophet (peace be upon him), 



"Count yourself among the inhabitants of the grave." According to ibn 
Muhammad, these additional words are narrated only by Laith ibn Abu Sulaim. 
According to ibn Hajr, Laith was honest but then he began to confuse his 
narrations and hadith, to the extent that one cannot determine which of his 
hadith are sound. Then ibn Muhammad points out that these additional words 
have supporting evidence in hadith from Abu Huraira, Abu al-Darda and 
Muaadh. But, as ibn Muhammad further points out, all of those narrations are 
weak. 2 Al-Albaani, on the other hand, includes these additional words in his 
Sahih Sunan al-Tirmidhi and he discusses the hadith in detail in Silsilat al- 
Ahadeeth al-Saheeha? 

Al-Tirmidhi also has the additional words in ibn Umar's statement, 



1 Ibn Hajr, Fath, vol. 13, p. 9. 

2 Ibn Muhammad, p. 223. 

3 See al-Albaani, Sahih Sunan al-Tirmidhi, vol. 2, p. 272; al-Albaani, Silsilat al-Ahadeeth al- 
Saheeha, vol. 3, pp. 147-148. This hadith and these additional words are also discussed in detail 
by Abdul Rahmaan al-Farayawaai in his footnotes to Waki ibn al-Jaraah, Kitaab al-Zuhd 
(Riyadh: Daar al-Sami'ee, 1994), vol. 1, pp. 230-233. Al-Farayawaai comes to the same 
conclusion as al-Albaani. 
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& SO C ill j> b' tf n 

"For certainly, you do not know, O servant of Allah, what your name will be 
tomorrow." 

General Comments About the Hadith 

This hadith is truly profound in meaning, with far-reaching 
implications. If one ponders over the meaning of this hadith and applies it 
correctly, it could lead him to a great deal of good, as this worldly life can be a 
great threat to a life of piety. This hadith is a vivid reminder of the real nature 
of this world. The believer who understands and implements this hadith will 
find himself high above this worldly life rather than a slave to it. 

Echoing some of those points, Sultan wrote about this hadith, 

How many legally responsible humans have had the world as 
an impediment in their path to adhering to the commands of 
the religion. How many such humans have had their hearts 
filled with the love for this world to the point that they become 
slaves to it and its people. And how many such humans have 
sold their religion, conscience and people due to it. Therefore, 
the Messenger of Islam (peace be upon him) clarified how the 
human should be in this world so that he may pass on from this 
world in safety to the abode of safety. 1 

About the Narrator: Abdullah ibn Umar 
Abdullah ibn Umar was discussed in the commentary to Hadith #3. 

"Took hold of my shoulder" 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) took hold of ibn Umar's 
shoulder. It seems clear that the purpose of that act — and this demonstrates 
how important is every aspect of the Prophet's teaching and example — was to 
get ibn Umar's complete attention. Ibn Umar would then understand that he is 
about to be told something very important. He will remember the Messenger of 
Allah (peace be upon him) grabbing his shoulder and will thus be able to recall 
what the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) told him at that time. 

This demonstrates that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) not 
only conveyed the message, but he conveyed it in the best way possible. He 
conveyed it in such a way that the people would understand and remember it. 
Numerous teaching techniques can be derived from the acts of the Prophet 



1 Sultaan, p. 350. 
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(peace be upon him). For example, in another hadith, one can find the 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) striking Abdullah ibn Masood, 
another young Companion, in order to get his complete attention as he was 
about to tell him something of great importance. 

These examples of the Prophet (peace be upon him) are important 
lessons for anyone who wishes to carry on the Prophet's role of conveying this 
religion to others. If one wishes to benefit others with advice, the matter is not 
simply the information presented but it is also the manner of presentation. The 
best manner is that which is in accordance with the sunnah of the Messenger of 
Allah (peace be upon him). 

Al-Bugha and Mistu wrote, 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) was a teacher 
and murabbi for his Companions. Many of the methods of 
teaching that today's experts are discussing were already 
implemented by the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him). 
He would take advantage of specific occasions and 
opportunities. He would state parables for them, taking 
meanings from a theoretical level to the level of what they 
witnessed and experienced. He would give them admonitions 
and speeches according to the need. He would be aware of 
their understanding and would carefully observe their deeds, 
approving of what was correct and correcting what was wrong. 
All of that was done in the manner of an example par 
excellence, with patience, perseverance and watchfulness. 2 

It is clear from ibn Umar's own advice after relating this hadith of the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) that he did understand and retain what the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) had taught him. That is, the teaching method of 
the Prophet (peace be upon him) was successful. 

At the time of the Prophet's death, ibn Umar was, at the most, about 
twenty years of age. As was mentioned in the commentary to Hadith #19, in 
which the Prophet (peace be upon him) gave the young ibn Abbaas some very 
important and profound words of instruction, one should take note of how the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) took special care in teaching the younger 
Companions. He brought them up with the clear teachings of Islam such that 
they would learn its message at an early age and develop and grow in the shade 
of that message. 

Perhaps, also, the Prophet (peace be upon him) knew by inspiration 
that these young Companions would be the future propagators and teachers of 
the faith. The elder Companions, for the most part, would die while the 
majority of the population were still Companions. These younger Companions 



A murabbi is an educator as well as one who brings up another. 
2 Al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 343. For more details on this matter, see Fuad al-Shalhoob, al-Muallim 
al-Awwal (Riyadh: Daar al-Qaasim, 1417 A.H.), passim. 
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would live to see the days of new people embracing Islam, people who needed 
to be taught their religion. These younger Companions (may Allah be pleased 
with them) did in fact play a great role in the preservation and propagation of 
the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). 

"Be in the World..." 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) explained to ibn Umar (and, thus to 
all believers) how he should be with respect to this world. This world is 
referred to in Arabic as al-dunya. As noted earlier, linguistically, dunya comes 
from a root meaning both closeness and something despicable or lowly. This 
world is called dunya for two reasons: First, at the present time, it is closer 
(adnaa) to the humans than the Hereafter. Second, it is despicable or abased 
(daneeah) in comparison to the Hereafter. 1 

This hadith is a clear sign that a true believer does not put his 
aspirations and heart into this world. This world is not his real home. Instead, 
on his mind is that he is moving toward his real destination, real home and real 
resting place. He will not plant his heart and mind too firmly in this earth. His 
love, thoughts and motive are for a completely different world and existence. 

Among the implications here is that if the believer loses anything of 
this world or is not able to attain something of this world, it will not have a 
great effect on his heart and emotions. He is not like the disbelievers who in 
reality and practice — although they may claim to believe otherwise — have 
nothing to live for but this life. If they face some difficulty in this life, they are 
sometimes even willing to kill themselves due to their depression and lack of 
having anything else to look forward to. It is a well-known fact that after the 
famous stock market crash of 1929, many Americans and others throughout the 
world committed suicide as their whole world — everything and all that they 
had lived for — came crumbling down around them. 

The Nature of This Worldly Life as Demonstrated in the Quran and Sunnah 

It is only those who are deceived by the glitter they see around them 
who become engrossed in this world and desire it till their deaths. When a 
person realizes the true nature of this world, as taught in the Quran and sunnah, 
it becomes very easy for him to become "detached" from this world and to deal 
with it in the proper way. In order to help the reader achieve that realization, 
verses of Quran and hadith that demonstrate the reality of this world shall be 
presented here. They shall be presented with a minimum of commentary. 2 The 



1 Cf., ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 6, pp. 6-7. 

2 For a more comprehensive presentation of this topic, the interested reader may consult 
Muhammad Shaumaan al-Ramli, Mathal al-Hayaat al-Dunyaa fi al-Kitaab wa al-Sunnah wa 
Kalaam al-Ulamaa (al-Khobar, Saudi Arabia: Daar ibn Affaan, 1995), passim. In the Quran, 
Allah states parables and metaphors to give the believer a clear picture of what this world is 
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hoped for result is that the reader will realize why, in fact, he should become 
like a stranger or a traveler with respect to this world, as mentioned in this 
hadith of the Prophet (peace be upon him). 
Allah says in the Quran, 

(j j-jUnJj -Jk-L^j ^j-LaJj j j 'J *J L_^jJj1 a^ptJl L«-jI u_^±pi 

^ ^ ^ 3ukir jju? y0 

"Know that the life of this world is but amusement and diversion and 
adornment and boasting to one another and competition in increase of wealth 
and children. [In reality, it is] like the example of a rain whose [resulting] 
plant growth pleases the disbelievers. 1 When it dries and you see it turn yellow, 
and then it becomes [scattered] debris. And in the Hereafter is severe 
punishment and forgiveness from Allah and approval. And what is the worldly 
life except the enjoyment of delusion" (al-Hadeed 20). 

Other verses also state emphatically that this life is nothing but play, 
amusement and diversion from what is more important. Note the following 
verses: 

"And the worldly life is not but amusement and diversion. But the home of the 
Hereafter is best for those who fear Allah. So will you not then reason?" (al- 
Anaam 32). 



really all about. As al-Raazi pointed out, the goal of the parables is to affect the hearts in a way 
more profound than a simple description of the thing itself would produce. However, these 
parables will not be understood and benefited from except by people who study and understand 
them. Allah says, "And these examples [or parables] We present to the people but none will 
understand them except those of knowledge" (al-Ankaboot 43). These parables discuss some of 
the most important questions related to life. Hence, those who do not reflect upon these parables 
and take the time to understand them cannot be considered among the people of knowledge. Cf., 
al-Raazi, Tafseer, vol. 2, p. 80; al-Ramli, pp. 6-7. 

1 The word, al-kufaar, could be understood to mean, "tillers, fanners". However, some 
commentators prefer to understand it to mean, "unbelievers." This is because it is the unbelievers, 
in general, who are most pleased with this world. In fact, this is truly the only world that many of 
them are living for. Cf, al-Ramli, p. 13. 
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juri £jp ^Ss 54J *3i tjitf sj^JT a jci 

"And this worldly life is not but diversion and amusement. And, indeed, the 
home of the Hereafter, that is the [true and eternal] life, if only they knew" (al- 
Ankaboot 64). 

"This worldly life is only amusement and diversion. And if you believe and 
fear Allah, He will give you your reward and not ask you for your wealth" 
(Muhammad 36). 

Ibn al-Qayyim points out that play, amusement and diversion have no 
real purpose or benefit. They are simply things that occupy the soul and causes 
it to waste its time and not involve itself in more important matters. The 
ignorant people spend their whole lives in pursuit of such vain activities 
without any benefit for themselves in the Hereafter. 1 

Allah has also described this world as zeenah (something alluring, 
beautiful, attractive). Therefore, the eyes and physical self find it good and 
worthy of love. However, if the heart were aware of its reality, what dangers it 
can present for one's religion and relationship with Allah and what over 
indulgence in it leads to, the world would become displeasing to it and the 
heart would then concentrate on the Hereafter. 2 

Allah also says about this worldly life, 

^jaJ c-^l/T i^us" ^'VLj p \\'~i'*-?^t 

"The example of this worldly life is but like rain which We have sent down 
from the sky that the plants of the earth absorb — those from which men and 



' Quoted in al-Ramli, p. 12. 
2 Cf., al-Ramli, p. 12. 
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livestock eat — until, when the earth has taken on its adornment and is 
beautified and its people suppose that they have power over it, there comes to it 
Our command by night or by day, and We make it as a harvest [cut down and 
gone], as if it had not flourished just beforehand. Thus do We explain in detail 
the signs for a people who give thought" (Yoonus 24). 
In a similar verse, Allah says, 

pjfr JS { Js- sill 0U£*>J g^j&J! *i>w L**iJt ^-^Li^yjj^l oL 

"And present to them the example of the life of this world: [It is] like rain 
which We send down from the sky, and the vegetation of the earth mingles 
with it and [then] it becomes dry remnants, scattered by the winds. And Allah 
is ever perfect in ability over all things. Wealth and children are [but] 
adornment of the worldly life. But the enduring good deeds are better with your 
Lord and better for [one's] hope" (al-Kahf 45-46). 
Allah also says, 

£bj1j jJ>- 5^Yj 0 UjJi o^J\ tfjly J-> 

"But you prefer the worldly life while the Hereafter is better and more lasting" 
(al-'Alaa 16-17). 

This world can get the person so engrossed that he forgets the 
Hereafter. He gets deceived into believing that the goals of this life are worth 
living for even if it means that one neglects his duties toward Allah. These are 
some of the ways by which Satan seduces man and makes him forget about his 
real purpose. For such a person, Allah has stated clear words of reminder: 

"O mankind, indeed, the promise of Allah is true, so let not the worldly life 
delude you and be not deceived about Allah by the deceiver [Satan]" (Faatir 
5). 

Muslim records a hadith that states that the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) passed by a dead goat which had either very small ears or mutilated ears. 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) took it and said to his Companions, "Which 
of you would like to have this for one dirhaml" They said, "We do not desire 
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it. What would we use it for?" The Prophet again said, "Would you like to have 
it for your own?" They said, "By Allah, even if it were alive, we would find it 
defective, since it has small ears; what do you think now that it is dead?" The 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) then told them, 



"By Allah, the world is more insignificant to Allah than that [dead goat] is to 
you." 

In another hadith, the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said, 



"If this worldly life were equivalent in Allah's sight to even a wing of a 
mosquito, He would not have given a disbeliever even a drink of water in it." 1 
An unbeliever is an enemy to Allah and the enemy should not be given 
anything of real value. But the unbeliever is given plenty of this world, 
implying that a world void of faith and good deeds is of no real value 
whatsoever. 

In the Quran, Allah has made it clear that He will give this world to 
whoever He wills, believer or disbeliever; such worldly possessions are not of 
great importance. However, the Hereafter, which is the true bounty and the 
matter of great importance, He reserves only for His believers and those whom 
He is pleased with. Allah has said, for example, 



"Whoever should desire the immediate [worldly life], We hasten for him from 
it what We will to whom We intend. Then We have made for him Hell, which 
he will [enter to] burn, censured and banished. But whoever desires the 
Hereafter and exerts the effort due to it while he is a believer, it is those whose 
effort is ever appreciated [by Allah]" (al-Israa 18-19). 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) also said, 



1 Recorded by al-Tirmidhi and others. According to al-Albaani, it is sahih. See al-Albaani, 
Saheeh al-Jaami, vol. 2, p. 937. 
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"The food of humans strikes a parable of this worldly life: From what comes 
out of humans [as waste], even after they had seasoned it and added salt to it 
[and made it very tasty], look at what it ends up as." 1 In other words, even 
though humans work very hard to make the food taste excellent, the food 
finally results in something that is very disgusting and distasteful. The same is 
true for this world and all of its glitter. It will all end in destruction and waste. 2 
Muslim recorded that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) 

said, 

"By Allah, [the bounties and length of] this world with respect to the Hereafter 
are not but as if one were to put this finger into the ocean and see with what it 
comes out [compared to what it leaves in the ocean]." 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) has shown very contrasting pictures 
of those people who give up this life for the Hereafter (and suffer with patience 
and control their desires) and those who devour this life and neglect the 
Hereafter. All of the harm and all of the supposed joy that the people faced in 
this world will be forgotten because of their new experience in the Hereafter. 
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) stated, 

^Lil oiL ^J'jjj i— jj ^ ^ J -iaJ ^> Ja Jai I J^- llJij Ji ^ ST 

•yfc p y % ft j**^ ^ **** ^ j*' ^ ^ ^ ^ 

' - 

laJ oA*i 

"The person of the [to be] inhabitants of the Hell-fire who received the most 
bounties of the people of this world will be brought on the Day of Resurrection 



1 Recorded by ibn Hibbaan. According to al-Albaani, it is hasan. See al-Albaani, Saheeh al- 
Jaami, vol. 1, pp. 437-438. 

2 Cf., al-Ramli, pp. 42-3. 
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and dipped once into Hell. It will be said to him, 'O son of Adam, have you 
ever seen any good at all [in your life]? Did you ever enjoy any blessings at 
all?' He will answer, 'No, by Allah.' And the person of the [to be] inhabitants 
of Paradise who faced the greatest hardships of the people of this world will be 
brought and dipped once into Paradise. It will be said to him, 'O son of Adam, 
did you ever see any hardship at all [in your life]? Did you ever face any 
difficulties?' He will say, 'No, by Allah, O Lord, I never experienced any 
hardships at all and I never saw any difficulties at all.'" (Recorded by 
Muslim.) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said, 

tfia fcfc '^4 M J&j >ii £ «Li} 

"By Allah, it is not poverty that I fear for you. But I fear that this world will be 
spread out for you [and given to you in abundance] as it was spread out for the 
peoples before you, and then you will compete in it as they competed in it and 
it will destroy you as it destroyed them." (Recorded by al-Bukhari and 
Muslim.) Commenting on this hadith, the modern day scholar ibn Uthaimeen 
explains that poverty or being poor allows one to be closer to following the 
truth than being rich. Indeed, most of the people who followed the Prophet 
(peace be upon him), especially in the early years, were from among the poor. 
Throughout history, most of the people who rejected the messengers were the 
rich and arrogant. He goes on to say, 

That is what is happening. Look at our situation. When the 
people were closer to being poor,' they were more conscious 
and fearful of Allah. When the wealth increased and became 
abundant, more and more people starting turning away from 
the path of Allah and oppression started. Nowadays, people 
long for the glitter and attractions of this world, of cars, 
houses, furniture, clothing. And they boast to others about all 
those things. And they turn away from what is beneficial for 
them in the Hereafter. The newspapers and magazines only 
talk about luxurious living and what is related to this world. 
They turn people away from the Hereafter and ruin them, 
except for those whom Allah wills. 2 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said, 



1 Implying, before all of the oil money and other riches that have come to the Muslim world in 
recent decades. 

2 Ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 6, pp. 14-15. 
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"Verily, the world is sweet and green [appealing]. And verily Allah has placed 
you as successors in it. And He sees how you act, so beware of the world and 
beware of women." (Recorded by Muslim.) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) also described how the believers and 
how the disbelievers feel about this world. In a hadith, he stated, 



"This world is a prison for the believer and a paradise for the disbeliever." 

(Recorded by Muslim.) 

This world can be very alluring, as all of the above make clear. For that 

reason, Allah even warned the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) about 

being with those people who are seeking only this world. The Prophet (peace 

be upon him) — and therefore all believers — was told to seek the company of 

those people who are working for the Hereafter. He should be with them and 

face with patience the trials, sacrifices and difficulties of this world. The truth 

is from Allah and that truth states that the real life is the life of the Hereafter; 

those who only work for this life and follow their lusts and desires herein will 

be in great loss. Allah says, 

> * . „ \ ' * <> ' > » ' - . f f " 'i ' - ' 1' 

} H^3 ^ x ij- > - ijg^V aj-UJl^ j^-g-jj O^-W o J -'T f ^J— a_j 



"And keep yourself (O Muhammad) patiently with those who call on their Lord 
morning and afternoon, seeking His countenance, and let not your eyes 
overlook them, desiring the pomp and glitter of the life of the world; and obey 
not him whose heart We have made heedless of Our remembrance, one who 
follows his own lusts and whose affair has been lost. And say: The truth is 
from your Lord. Then whosoever wills, let him believe. And whosoever wills, 
let him disbelieve" (al-Kahf 28-29). 

After all of the above has been said, the following points made by 
Ahmad Fareed must also be made: 
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The censuring of this world is not with respect to the place of 
the world, which is the Earth, or what is placed in it of 
mountains, rivers and mines. All of that is part of the bounties 
of Allah upon His servants as they contain many beneficial 
things for them. They are aspects for reflection and indicators 
of the oneness of the Creator and of His power and greatness. 
The censuring and the blame is with respect to the acts that 
humans do in the world as most of those acts are not done in 
the proper fashion that leads to praiseworthy results... 

With respect to the world, humans are divided into two 
categories. First are those who reject the idea that for the 
humans there is an abode after this world for reward and 
punishment... The only concern for those people is enjoying 
this world and taking advantage of its pleasure before they die, 
as Allah has said, "Those who disbelieve enjoy themselves and 
eat as grazing livestock eat, and the Fire will be a residence for 
them" (Muhammad 12). 

The second category of people are those who recognize that 
there is an abode after death for reward and punishment. These 
are those who follow the messengers. These people are also 
subdivided into three subcategories: the one who wrongs 
himself, the moderate one and the one who races forward to 
good deeds by the permission of Allah. 

As for those who wrong themselves: these are the majority. 
Most of them look at the glitter and beauty of this world and 
take it in an improper fashion and use it in an improper way. 
This world becomes their greatest concern. It is by this world 
that they become pleased; it is due to it that they become 
angry; it is according to it that they make alliances with others 
or oppose others. These are the people of play, diversion and 
attraction. Although they do believe in the Hereafter on a 
general level, they do not recognize what is the purpose of this 
world. They do not recognize that it is a place for them to get 
provisions for what is after it. 

As for the moderate ones: Those are the ones who take from 
this world in a permissible fashion; they fulfill its obligations; 
they take for themselves the obligatory provisions and go 
beyond that to enjoy part of what this world has to offer. There 
is no punishment for them for what they have done. However, 
they have lessened their rewards [in the Hereafter]... 

As for those who race forward to good deeds by the permission 
of Allah: They understand what is the purpose of this world 
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and they work according to what that requires. They know full 
well that Allah has placed His servants in this abode in order to 
test them to see which of them are the best in deeds... 

Saeed ibn Jubair said, "The deceiving pleasures and 
possessions are those that divert you from seeking the 
Hereafter. What does not divert you [from that goal] are not 
deceiving pleasures and possessions but pleasures and 
possessions that make you reach what is better than it." Yahya 
ibn Muaadh said, "How can I not love this world? Decreed for 
me in it is the food by which I acquire life, by which I achieve 
acts of obedience and by which I attain Paradise." 1 

"Like a Stranger" 

This hadith shows that a believer should have one of two attitudes 
toward this world. The first is that of a stranger in a strange land. He feels that 
he is in a place where he does not belong. This is not his home and he cannot 
feel entirely happy here. His heart can never be tied to this land. Instead, his 
heart and mind are preoccupied with getting back to his home. His time and his 
efforts are filled with that purpose. He is spending his time, money and 
capabilities to gather together what he needs to return to his home. His time is 
not spent or wasted on entrenching himself deeply in this environment to which 
he knows that he does not belong. 

Therefore, the believer's life, long-term aspirations, goal in life, time, 
efforts, work and wealth should never be spent for the purposes of this worldly 
life alone. Instead, they should all be guided by his urgent desire to reach his 
true home, where he knows he belongs. They must all be guided by his want to 
please Allah and to be entered among Allah's pious servants in the everlasting 
home of Paradise. 

This is how a stranger behaves when he is in a foreign land. He is not 
happy with his day unless he feels that during it he has done something that 
will eventually lead him back to his home or that has helped him reach his final 
goal. 

Furthermore, he does not try to compete with the inhabitants of that 
strange land because his interests and their interests are completely at odds. In 
addition, he is not trying to win their respect or praise, as in his heart he is 
merely seeking to return to his land. Al-Hasan al-Basri once said, "The believer 
is in the world like a stranger. He does not become unhappy from its 
humiliation, nor does he compete for its honor. He has one purpose and the 
people have another purpose." 2 Thus, the believer will not compete against 



1 Ahmad Fareed, Tazkiyah al-Nufoos (Alexandria, Egypt: Daar al-Aqeedah li-l-Turaath, 1993), 
pp. 59-61. 

Quoted in ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 379. 
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others for this world. Many times, this will be considered something very 
strange to others. However, he will not care if they consider him different or 
strange. In fact, he will definitely be a stranger to them because his concerns 
are so very different from theirs. 

Ibn Rajab points out that Allah originally placed Adam and Eve in 
Paradise. Then they were expelled from it. But they and their pious 
descendants were promised to be returned to that original home. Hence, that is 
the believer's real home. In this world, he is a stranger, away from his home. 
Therefore, the believer is always yearning to return to that original home from 
whence he came. 1 

There are some other points that need to be explicitly stated concerning 
the stranger. A stranger desires to return to his land. However, he knows that 
he cannot return to his homeland if he starves to death where he is or if he 
makes extra efforts to survive where he is while sacrificing efforts to provide 
for his journey. It is true that the believer's heart is not attached to this world, 
but at the same time, he must realize that he has to work in this world to be able 
to make it back to his homeland. That is, for the believer, this is the place of 
working — working with the goal of getting to where he belongs. This work 
involves true faith and performing the good deeds that are obligatory or 
recommended for him. These are, in fact, the provisions that will help him 
reach his homeland he so longs for. 

However, some of that "work" involves this worldly life. Although he 
is a stranger, he is forced to have some involvement in this world. He is obliged 
to support himself and his family. He is obliged to order good and eradicate 
evil. He is obliged to be kind and good to others and so forth. Hence, he is a 
stranger but not in a negative sense; he contributes what is good to this world, 
yet he is not working for the sake of this world. 

"or" 

The word "or" here is not meant as a kind of indecision or doubt. 2 
Instead, it implies a choice or variation, as in the phrase, "be this or that." 
However, according to al-Teebi, it is even better to be understood it as bal (Jj). 
According to this interpretation, the translation would be, "Be in this world like 
a stranger; in fact, you should actually be like one traveling along a path." 
Hence, the Prophet (peace be upon him) first mentioned the stranger and then 
mentioned a higher or better level, the traveler. This is because a stranger can 
live and settle in the land where he is a stranger. However, the traveler has no 
intention but to move on. He does no deed except that which helps him reach 



1 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 379. It should be noted that there is a difference of opinion among 
the scholars as to whether the Paradise that Adam and Eve were in is the same Paradise that is 
promised to the believers in the Hereafter. 

Ibn Uthaimeen mentions the possibility that the doubt is from one of the narrators, but that does 
not seem to be the likely case. Cf ., ibn Uthaimeen, Shark Riyaadh, vol. 6, p. 27. 
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his destination, living in fear that something may happen to him that will keep 
him from being able to reach his destination. Therefore, he is not actually 
residing in or becoming part of a place, as a stranger may do to some extent, 



It is important to note that these are the only two options that the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) gave the believer with respect to this world: either 
be like a stranger or like one traveling along a path. If a believer's attitude 
toward this world does not resemble one of those two categories, it means that 
he is not treating this world in the manner that the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
has instructed. 



The second possibility that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon 
him) mentioned for the believer is to be like a traveler along a path. This 
implies that the person is actually not residing anywhere but is always moving 
toward his final destination or goal. The end of his travels, of course, will be 
his death. Therefore, his only preoccupation is to gather the provisions that he 
needs to continue his journey and make his journey a successful one. 

In another hadith, it is narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
was lying on a hard mat. Ibn Masood began to wipe the effects of the mat from 
the Prophet's body and suggested that he have something better to sleep on. 
The Prophet's reply was, 



"What do I have to do with this worldly life? I and this worldly life are but like 
a traveler who stopped for a little while under a tree to get some shade and then 
he moved on." 2 

Al-Nawawi stated that a person in this world is like a slave who was 
sent by his master to another land to fulfill some objective. His goal will be to 
fulfill that objective as quickly as possible and then return to his land and 
owner. As long as he is there, he will not bother with anything else along the 
way or with gathering as much as he can from that other land. 3 

Ibn Hajr stated, "In the same way that a traveler is not in need of more 
than what will get him to his destination, a believer does not need any more of 

1 Al-Teebi was quoted in ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 13, p. 9. 

2 Recorded by Ahmad, al-Tirmidhi, ibn Maajah and others. According to al-Albaani, it is sahih. 
See al-Albaani, Saheeh al-Jaami, vol. 2, p. 989. A similar story has been narrated concerning 
Umar and the Prophet (peace be upon him). That narration was recorded by Ahmad, al-Haakim 
and ibn Hibbaan. 

3 Al-Nawawi was quoted in ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 13, p. 10. 



but he is simply trying to move on. 



a traveler along a path' 
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this world than what will help him reach his [desired] destination [of 
Paradise]." 1 

Hence, the believer is not interested in gathering too much of this 
world because such things make it more difficult for him to continue on his 
travels and to travel easily. Because this world is so alluring and attractive, it is 
easy for a Muslim to forget this. When he becomes attracted and attached to 
the things of this world, he forgets that he is on a journey. Instead of being 
ready to move closer to his destination when necessary, his store of worldly 
possessions and strong attachment to them render him unable to move on to the 
next leg of his trip. He is now no longer gathering provisions for his journey 
and his final destination but he is now accumulating things to help him stay 
where he is and become a full-fledged resident of this world. In other words, he 
has lost sight of the fact that he is supposed to be working and traveling toward 
a destination. He has become preoccupied with this worldly life, which should 
have remained only an insignificant stop along his journey and not something 
that takes up most of his time and efforts. 

There is another important aspect that any traveler must be aware of: 
not getting lost or sidetracked along the way. The travels of a believer may be 
very long before he meets his Lord. Along the way, there are many things that 
may distract him. There are even enemies along the path. Satan, for example, is 
ever ready to take the believer away from the path. Therefore, the believer who 
is on this journey must always be seeking Allah's guidance and His help to 
keep him moving in the right direction. Any straying from that path could be 
disastrous; his end may come suddenly and he may never have the chance to 
return to the straight path. Allah has awakened the believers to that sobering 
reality and He has guided them to say in every rakah of every prayer, "Guide 
us to the Straight Path." Similarly, the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon 
him), by his example of constantly making the following supplication, taught 
the believers to say, 



"O the One who Turns the Hearts, confirm my heart upon your religion." 2 

Many Muslims are not awake to the fact that they are actually on a 
journey, heading toward the meeting with their Lord. What is the solution for 
such Muslims? Al-Fudhail ibn Iyaadh said to a man, "How old are you?" He 
said, "Sixty years old." Al-Fudhail then said, "For sixty years you have been 
traveling toward your Lord. It seems that you will soon reach your destination." 
The man said, "We belong to Allah and to Him we will return." Al-Fudhail 
said, "Do you know what that means? You are saying: I am a slave of Allah 



1 Ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 13, pp. 9-10. 

2 Recorded by al-Tirmidhi and others. According to al-Albaani, it is sahih. See al-Albaani, 
Saheeh al-Jaami, vol. 2, p. 1323. 
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and to Him is the return. The one who knows that he is a slave of Allah and 
that he shall return to Him knows that he is, in fact, to be detained. The one 
who knows that he is to be detained knows that he is going to be asked. 
Therefore, he must prepare answers for that questioning." The man said, "What 
is the solution?" Al-Fudhail said, "It is simple." The man said, "What is it?" He 
replied, "Do good for the remainder of your life and you will be forgiven for 
what you did in the past. However, if you do evil in what remains of your life, 
you will be held responsible for what you did in the past and in the future."' 

So, everyone is on a journey. It is a journey that ends with one's 
meeting his Lord. When he meets Allah, he will be asked about his journey and 
how he behaved during it. If he realizes now that he is on such a journey, he 
should start preparing for the meeting toward which he is heading. And the 
only preparation is by increasing one's faith, doing good deeds and working for 
that final destination rather than for any vain intermediate aim. 

"Count yourself among the inhabitants of the grave." 

The believer must always be conscious of the fact that he is living in 
the shade of death. At any moment, death may overtake him. When this 
realization is clear in the person's mind, he will constantly be preparing for his 
death. And there is only one way to actually prepare for death: by performing 
good deeds and abstaining from evil deeds. 

For such a person, the pleasures of this world will not be foremost on 
his mind. In another hadith, the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) 
stated, 

"Remember the destroyer of pleasures — death — often. Verily, no one 
remembers it during straitened times in his life except that it makes the matter 
easier upon him. And no one remembers it during times of ease except that it 
makes the matter tighter upon him." 2 In other words, when one feels 
disappointed by the lack of comforts in this world and then remembers death, 
he will realize that there is no real comfort or joy in this world for one to be 
depressed about. Hence, his affair will be made easier by remembering death. 
And, during times of ease and material comfort, when one remembers death, 
the matter that brings an end to all of these fleeting comforts, one keeps oneself 
from getting overly attached to and fond of these worldly items. The person 



1 Quoted in ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 383. 

2 Recorded by al-Baihaqi in Shuab al-Imaan, ibn Hibbaan and al-Bazzaar. According to al- 
Albaani, it is hasan. See al-Albaani, Saheeh al-Jaami, vol. 1 , p. 264. 
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will realize that such things are not necessities but it is faith and good deeds 
that are needed. 

These are just some of the benefits of considering oneself among the 
inhabitants of the graves and of remembering death. 

ibn Umar would say, "If you survive till the late afternoon. . ." 

The statement of ibn Umar is directly related to the hadith. One of the 
ills that afflicts humans and makes them heedless of the Hereafter is thinking — 
if not consciously, then through actions — that this world and life is their real 
world and life. They begin to act like they are going to live here forever. 
Rather, they begin to act as though this were their permanent abode and there 
were no abode other than this one. Their deeds become the deeds of this world 
rather than for the Hereafter. 

One of the best ways to overcome this disease is described here in the 
words of ibn Umar, "If you survive till the late afternoon, do not expect [to be 
alive in] the morning. If you survive till the morning, do not expect [to be alive 
in] the late afternoon." One should realize that death — the end of this 
journey — is definitely approaching, perhaps very soon. Instead of working for 
elaborate and long-run hopes in this world, one should remember that at any 
moment this journey may come to an end. It will be of no avail to him to dream 
of future goals and hopes and to be always working for those goals if, when 
doing so, he is not also doing those deeds that will avail him in the Hereafter. It 
makes no sense to always work for hopes and dreams of this world which may 
never come to pass and to not work for the Hereafter which will definitely 
come to pass. 

In another hadith, the Prophet (peace be upon him) displayed in a 
graphic fashion the reality of this life and the dreams that people have. Anas 
narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon him) drew for them some lines and, 
pointing to them, said, "This is man, these are the dreams and this is the 
appointed time. When he is like that [that is, heading toward his dreams], the 
closer line comes." (Recorded by al-Bukhari.) There is some difference of 
opinion as to the exact way in which the Prophet (peace be upon him) drew 
those lines. Figure 40.1 displays two of the common understandings of this 
hadith. 1 



1 Cf'., ibn Hajr, Fath (Daar al-Baaz), vol. 1 1, p. 285. 
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d) 



(2) 



= Man passing his life (note that among Arabs things pass or 
progress from right to left, not left to right) 



= The decreed life span for man 



= Man's dreams, hopes and aspirations 



Note: In the second manner in which the hadith is displayed, man does achieve 
some of his goals and aspirations but not in the first. 



Figure 40.1 How the Prophet (peace be upon him) displayed the 
dreams and hopes of man 

In that simple display, the Prophet (peace be upon him) plainly 
displayed the stark reality of the dreams and aspirations of this worldly life. 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) has shown that if one pins his hopes on those 
dreams, he will indeed be greatly disappointed. 

When one lives in such a state of remembrance of death, he will not 
leave the good deeds that he can or should do in the morning until the evening 
nor will he leave the deeds he can do in the evening until the morning. Instead, 
he will do them as soon as he can for he realizes that if he does not do them 
soon, he may never get a chance to do them. He will take advantage of every 
moment. If he does not do so, there may come a time when he will be in 
despair for having failed to perform those good deeds although he had the 
opportunity to do them. Unfortunately, he did not take advantage of that 
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opportunity because he felt that he would live long enough to meet his goals of 
this world as well as do those good deeds later. 

This concept of curtailing long-term hopes in this world — and instead 
working for the certainty of the Hereafter — was well understood by the early 
pious generations of Muslims. Ibn Rajab quotes many narrations related to it. 
The following are some examples from his commentary to this hadith: 1 

Al-Marwoozi asked Ahmad ibn Hanbal, "What is zuhd (detachment) in 
this world?" He replied, "Curtailing one's hopes and dreams, when someone in 
the morning says, 'I shall not expect to live until the evening.'" 

Bakr al-Muzani said, "If you want your prayer to benefit you, say to 
yourself, 'Perhaps I will never perform another prayer [after it].'" This, in fact, 
is based on a hadith in which a man came to the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
and said, "Teach me and make it very concise." Part of what the Prophet (peace 
be upon him) told him was, 



"When you stand for your prayer, perform a farewell prayer [as if there is to be 
no prayer after it]." 2 

Maroof al-Karkhi once asked another man to lead the prayer. The man 
said, "If I lead you in this prayer, I will not lead you in any other prayer 
afterwards." Al-Karkhi said, "Do you consider that you will pray another 
prayer [in the future]? I seek refuge from [such] distant hopes for it keeps one 
from doing the best deeds." 

Ibn Daqeeq al-Eid points out that it is natural for man to have such 
hopes and dreams. Therefore, he must actually struggle against this tendency in 
himself. He must overcome his desires, hopes and weaknesses. He must do this 
if he truly wishes to be successful. 3 



Here, ibn Umar is giving advice that one should perform good deeds 
while in a state of health before sickness and weakness overcomes him and he 
does not have the strength to do the good deeds. Similarly, one must perform 
good deeds during one's lifetime before death overtakes him and he does not 
have the ability or opportunity to work. As noted earlier, in another narration, 
ibn Umar also said, "For certainly, you do not know, O servant of Allah, what 
your name will be tomorrow." In other words, "You do not know whether you 
will be among the living or the dead tomorrow, so you must act now." 



1 Cf., ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, pp. 384-387. 

2 Recorded by Ahmad and ibn Maajah. According to al-Albaani, it is sahih. See al-Albaani, 
Saheeh al-Jaami, vol. l,p. 190. 

3 Ibn Daqeeq al-Eid, Sharh, p. 106. 




Take from your health for your sickness. . . 
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This advice from ibn Umar can also be derived from different hadith of 
the Prophet (peace be upon him). Al-Bukhari recorded that the Messenger of 
Allah (peace be upon him) said, 

9 I y>^j i^wzJi (j-* jy^ ^j^* jj^ju 
^ — ^ ^ 

"There are two bounties that many people lose [by not taking full advantage of 
them]: health and free time." 1 

In another hadith, the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) stated, 

"Take advantage of five before [another] five occur: Your youth before your 
old age, your health before your illness, your wealth before your poverty, your 
free time before your preoccupation, your life before your death." 2 

The point of these hadith and ibn Umar's statement is very clear: Allah 
has given humanity ample means and opportunity to perform good deeds. 
These means include health, youthful energy, wealth, free time and, in fact, 
life in itself. However, with respect to the first four, Allah usually does not give 
them to an individual throughout his entire life span. This is the fact of which 
the Prophet (peace be upon him) is reminding the Muslims: Since these means 
may not be with a person throughout his entire life, he must take advantage of 
them and use them for his benefit in the Hereafter while he has them. 

Each of those five resources can be a great trial for humans. Indeed, the 
trial of bounties can be much greater than the trial of hardships. Under 
hardship, one may have no recourse except to remain patient. However, when 
one is granted bounties, numerous doors open up to him: the doors to 
permissible things and the doors to forbidden things. Under these 
circumstances, the person must work hard to restrict himself to entering only 
those doors that lead to what is permissible and good. 

Because many people tend to overlook these great trials, each one of 
these five bounties shall be discussed separately. 



1 The wording of the hadith describes a person who has sold something or given something up 
for less than what it is worth. Free time and health are like one's capital. If one uses them 
properly by using them in obedience to Allah, one can make a great deal of profit. If one does not 
use them properly, by forgetting about Allah or disobeying Allah, he will then face losses. Cf., 
ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 13, p. 5. 

2 Recorded by al-Haakim, al-Baihaqi in Shuab al-lmaan and Ahmad in al-Zuhd. According to al- 
Albaani, it is sahih, See al-Albaani, Saheeh al-Jaami, vol. 1 , pp. 243-244. 
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Wealth. Wealth is one of the greatest trials facing man. As Allah says 
in the Quran, 



"Know that your wealth and your children are not but a trial for you and that 
Allah has with Him a great reward" (al-Anfaal 28; al-Taghaabun 15 has a 
similar message). The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said, 



"Verily, for every nation there is a fitnah (trial and temptation). And the fitnah 
of my nation is wealth." 1 

Allah indicates how wealth may divert one's attention from the matter 
of most importance: the remembrance and worship of Allah. Allah says, 



"O you who believe, let not your wealth and children divert you from the 
remembrance of Allah. And whoever does that, then they are the losers" (al- 
Munaafiqoon 9). 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) also said, 



"Verily, those who have the most [wealth] will be the ones with least on the 
Day of Resurrection except for the one who says, 'This is for that, this is for 
that and this is for that [in other words, he gives the wealth away for good 
causes].'" (Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.) In general, gathering a lot of 
wealth in this world takes up a lot of time and effort. Those who gather such 
wealth are spending much of their time in such worldly matters and, hence, 
they do not have much time to spend for matters of the next world. Unless they 
use that wealth in good ways before Allah takes it from them, they will be 
among the people with the least on the Day of Judgment. 

Using wealth in a good way is one of the greatest ways by which one 
can earn Allah's pleasure. The relevant issue is what the person does when he 
has wealth. Does he use it in ways that are beneficial to him for his meeting 
with his Lord? Or does he use it in ways that do not benefit him or may even 
harm him? If he does not use that wealth in a way that is beneficial to himself 



1 Recorded by al-Tirmidhi and al-Haakim. According to al-Albaani, it is sahih. See al-Albaani, 
Saheeh al-Jaami, vol. 1 , p. 430. 
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in the Hereafter, he has lost a tremendous opportunity. He may never get that 
opportunity again. When he uses up all of his wealth in frivolous pursuits, there 
may come a time when he needs all he has simply to support himself and his 
family. At that time, the question of him giving for the sake of Allah will no 
longer be a viable question. He will not have the ability to give and, worst of 
all, he demonstrated to Allah that if he had the ability to give, he would not 
give. 

The Quran describes people who do not realize their mistake of not 
giving for the sake of Allah and using their wealth in the proper way until it ' 
too late: 

- - 

"And spend [in the way of Allah] from what We have provided you before 
death approaches one of you and he says, 'My Lord, if only You would delay 
me for a brief term so I would give charity and be among the righteous.' But 
never will Allah delay a soul when its time has come. And Allah is acquainted 
with what you do" {al-Munaafiqoon 10-11). 

Free time. Free time is also among the important bounties that Allah 
gives to mankind. It is during a person's free time that he can truly dedicate 
himself to studying, memorizing the Quran, helping the poor and all sorts of 
good deeds. The proper use of one's free time is a very important means of 
gaining Allah's pleasure in the Hereafter. Ibn Hajr points out that the one who 
has free time actually has no excuse for not performing good deeds and 
improving himself. Such free time will be a proof against him unless he uses it 
properly. 1 

Unfortunately, much of modern civilization is dedicated to 
entertainment, enjoyment, pleasure and sensual gratification, as can be seen by 
the dominance and place of movies, sports, music, art, alcohol and so forth. A 
Muslim must be careful not to allow this civilization, with all of its supposed 
fun and glitter, to affect him negatively and allow him to waste his precious 
time. It is very easy, for example, for one hour of benefit-less television 
watching to turn into two hours, then three hours and so forth. It is very easy to 
be taken by the things of this world and to spend all of one's time enjoying and 
seeking the goods of this world. One should keep in mind the words of the 
Prophet (peace be upon him), 



1 Ibn Hajr, Fath, vol. 13, p. 5. 
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"The worst of my Nation are those who are born into bounties and nurtured in 
them. Their most important concern is the types of food and the types of 
clothing, while they are boastful in speech." 1 

Again, a Muslim should spend his free time — before he becomes 
preoccupied with many things later in his life — in ways that are beneficial. 

Health. Ill-health is one of the greatest barriers to performing good 
deeds. Most good deeds require some exertion. If one is sick, temporarily or 
permanently, he will not find the means to perform many of those good deeds. 
By Allah's mercy, if a person was doing good deeds and then becomes ill, 
preventing him from continuing those good deeds, Allah will continue to 
reward him for those deeds that he would have done had his illness not kept 
him from performing them. (Such is explicitly mentioned in a hadith in Sahih 
al-Bukhari.) But if a person was not performing good deeds before his illness, 
he will not be rewarded for any deeds that he is not now able to perform due to 
his illness. 2 Hence, his illness will form no excuse for him as he had 
demonstrated, when he was healthy, that he was not from those people who 
performed the good deeds. 

Youth 3 . Youth is one of the most important times in a person's life. It 
is a time of strength, energy and zeal. Not only that, it is a time that usually 
combines many of the other blessings mentioned by the Prophet (peace be upon 
him). It is usually during one's youth that one has the most free time and fewest 
responsibilities. It is usually during one's youth that one is at the peak of good 
health. 4 



1 Recorded by ibn al-Mubaarak in al-Zuhd. According to Ahmad Fareed, it is sahih due to 
supporting evidences. He notes that al-Albaani pronounced it weak in one work and then later 
showed it to be acceptable. See Ahmad Fareed, footnotes to Abdullah ibn al-Mubaarak, al-Zuhd 
wa al-Raqaaiq (Riyadh: Daar al-Miraaj al-Dauliyyah, 1 995), vol. 2, p. 591 . 

2 Cf., ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 13, p. 10. 

3 The actual word that the Prophet (peace be upon him) used, and translated here as "youth", is 
related to shabaab. There is a difference of opinion as to its exact determination. In general, it 
means, "youth, youthfulness, prime of manhood or young manhood." However, specifically some 
have said that it refers to the ages from puberty to thirty years; some say from puberty to thirty- 
two years; some say it reaches to the age of forty; some have even said that it reaches to the age 
of fifty-two. (Cf, Lane, vol. 2, pp. 1493-1494.) In any case, the younger portion of that span, 
which is agreed upon as falling under its definition, is what is being emphasized in the text 
above. 

4 The only aspect that is often times missing for the youth is wealth. 
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It is not unusual in this modern age for people to consider youth a time 
for fun and enjoyment, up to the age of eighteen, twenty-one, or until they 
finish college and so forth. Even among Muslims, there is often not much 
emphasis on inculcating maturity and understanding in the youth. However, 
this is not the proper Islamic approach. As mentioned earlier, it was the young 
Companions whom the Prophet (peace be upon him) gave some of his most 
profound statements. According to Islamic law, by the time a person reaches 
the age of puberty — around thirteen years of age for many people — he is fully 
responsible for his deeds. Hence, the training, teaching and preparation for that 
heavy responsibility must take place even before he reaches that age. 

A cursory look at the example of the youth brought up under the 
influence of the Prophet (peace be upon him) demonstrates how they put their 
youth to good use and took advantage of that blessing before Allah took it 
away from them. Note the following: 

Some of the Companions of the Prophet (peace be upon him), such as 
ibn Umar, wanted to participate in the battle of Badr and risk their lives for the 
sake of Allah, but the Prophet (peace be upon him) had to reject them as they 
had not yet reached the age of puberty. 

At the Battle of Badr, it was two young Muslims who killed Abu Jahl. 
The two were so young that Abdul Rahman ibn Auf described them as "still 
seemingly inexperienced in the art of fighting." 1 

Usaama ibn Zaid was appointed to lead one of the largest Muslim 
armies, which included both Abu Bakr and Umar, yet he was only eighteen 
years of age. Indeed, some people questioned the choice of Usaama on account 
of his young age. Obviously, the Prophet (peace be upon him) would not have 
appointed him to that position unless he had developed the maturity, faith and 
understanding that it takes for such a position. 2 

Much of the knowledge of the sunnah was passed on by those younger 
Companions who lived and grew up around the Prophet (peace be upon him). 
Such Companions included ibn Masood, ibn Abbaas, ibn Umar and Aisha (may 
Allah be pleased with all of them). 3 

Life. Every Muslim must realize what a trial life is in itself and why 
Allah has given life to him. Allah has described the purpose of life and death in 
the following verse, 



Cf., Safi-ur-Rahman al-Mubarakpuri, Ar-Raheeq al-Makhtum (The Sealed Nectar) (Riyadh: 
Maktaba Daar-us-Salam, 1995), p. 223. 

2 Cf., al-Mubarakpuri, p. 470. 

3 In the Quran also, Abraham (al-Anbiyaa 60) and the inhabitants of the Cave (al-Kahf 10 and 
1 3) have been referred to as fatta, which also implies people of a youthful age. 
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"Blessed is He in whose hand is dominion, and He is powerful over all things. 
[He] who created death and life to test you as to which of you is best in deed. 
And He is the Exalted in Might, the Forgiving" (al-Mulk 1-2). In his 
commentary to these verses, Maudoodi highlights some essential and relevant 
points: 

That is, the object of giving life to men in the world and 
causing their death is to test them to see which of them is best 
in deeds. Allusion has been made in this brief sentence to a 
number of truths: (1) That life and death are given by Allah; no 
one else can grant life nor cause death; (2) that neither the life 
nor the death of a creation like man, which has been give the 
power to do both good and evil, is purposeless; the Creator has 
created him in the world for the test: life is for him the period 
of the test and death means that the time allotted for the test 
has come to an end; (3) that for the sake of this very test the 
Creator has given every man an opportunity for action, so that 
he may do good or evil in the world and practically show what 
kind of a man he is; (4) that the Creator alone will decide who 
has done good or evil; it is not for us to purpose a criterion for 
the good and evil deeds but [such is] for Almighty Allah; 
therefore, whoever desires to get through the test, will have to 
find out what is the criterion of a good deed in His sight; the 
fifth point is contained in the meaning of the test itself, that is, 
every person will be recompensed according to his deeds, for if 
there was no reward or punishment the test would be 
meaningless. 1 

Every Muslim must realize that this life is coming to an end and 
understand the points Maudoodi makes in the above quote. When a person 
dies, his chasing after the desires of this life come to an end. Also, when life 
comes to an end, his opportunity for working also comes to an end. The 
Prophet (peace be upon him) said, 



41*1 j*t <U*fc j «0U j <UJbl 4*£j Jb-I _j A*t* <J L> j jUil £jr ^> 32% C—Jl 
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1 Maudoodi, The Meaning, vol. XV, p. 9. 

1281 



Commentary on the Forty Hadith of al-Nawawi 

"Three things follow the deceased [to his grave], two of them return and one 
remains with him: His family, wealth and deeds follow him while his family 
and wealth return and only his deeds remain with him." (Recorded by al- 
Bukhari and Muslim.) 

However, in the grave, he is in need of provisions, otherwise the grave 
will be a torturous place for him. Unfortunately for the deceased, the 
provisions for the grave and the Hereafter must be obtained while one is in this 
life, before death comes to him. Allah has reminded humans of this reality by 
telling them, 

"O you who believe, fear Allah. And let every soul look to what it has put forth 
for tomorrow. And [again] fear Allah. Indeed, Allah is acquainted with what 
you do" {al-Hashr 1 8). 

If the person did not send ahead those provisions while he was alive, 
he will yearn to return to this life in order to get those badly needed provisions. 
But there will be no return. He will be lost and sorrowful over his failure to get 
and store his provisions for that journey when he had the ability to do so. 1 He 
will be in despair, finding no possible escape from what he now must face. 

In different verses of the Quran, Allah has made this point very clear: 

"[Such is the state of the disbelievers] until, when death comes to one of them, 
he says, 'My Lord, send me back that I might do righteousness in that which I 
left behind.' No! It is only a word he is saying [without any truth to it]; and 
behind them is a barrier until the Day they are resurrected" (al-Muminoon 99- 
100). 



1 Cf., al-Ghazzaali 's statement in al-Nawawi, Sharh al-Arbaeen (Ridha), p. 91. 
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"And follow the best of what was revealed to you from your Lord before the 
punishment comes upon you suddenly while you do not perceive it. Lest a soul 
should say, 'Oh [how great is] my regret over what I neglected with regard to 
Allah and that I was among the mockers.' Or [lest] it should say, 'If only Allah 
had guided me, I would have been among the righteous.' Or [lest] it say when it 
sees the punishment, 'If only I had another turn [at worldly life] so I could be 
among the doers of good'" {al-Zumar 55-58). 



"For certainly, you do not know, O servant of Allah, what your name will be 

tomorrow." 

Obviously, this is not in reference to one's personal name. Instead, ibn 
Hajr explains, it means either that it is not known if the person will be happy or 
miserable in the Hereafter, or that it is not known whether he will be named 
among the dead or the living in the near future. 1 

Again, the message of this passage is much the same as the earlier 
passages. Since one does not know when he is going to die, and even if he will 
live until today's evening, it must mean that he must work at the present time. 
There is no room for procrastination; indeed, procrastination is a tool of Satan. 
By it, he keeps the person from repenting and doing good deeds. However, the 
believer can defeat this ploy of Satan by reminding himself that he never does 
not know when he will die or among whom he will be counted on the following 
day. 



Other Points Related to This Hadith 

In this hadith, the Prophet (peace be upon him) has instructed Muslims to 
give this world and this life its proper due, all toward the overall goal of 
achieving the good of the Hereafter. 2 In other words, even the stranger and 
the traveler have to meet their needs in this world. They make sure that 
they meet these needs in such a way that it does not harm their overall goal. 
Hence, this hadith is not implying that one must abandon everything of this 
world. Instead, it is implying that one's heart should not be attached to this 
world (as in the case of a stranger), and that one is only taking from this 
world what he needs to carry on his journey to his destination (as in the 
case of a traveler). As Saeed ibn Jubair said, "This worldly life is a 



1 Ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 13, p. 10. 

2 Al-Baitaar, pp. 248-249. 
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deceiving form of enjoyment if it diverts the person from seeking the 
Hereafter. However, if it calls a person to seeking Allah's pleasure and 
seeking the Hereafter, then it is an excellent means." 1 

• The attitude of the believer should be the following: When he does work 
that he knows will help him achieve his goal of reaching Paradise, he 
should be happy and pleased. When he does work that harms that goal, he 
should be unhappy and dismayed. This is his case regardless of how much 
he is given of this world. In other words, his standard for happiness is not 
what he receives or does not receive of this world. His standard for 
happiness is whether the work he has done will help him achieve his 
overall goal of pleasing Allah and attaining Allah's forgiveness and mercy. 

• Paradise for the believer is like — indeed greater than — the joy a traveler 
feels when he finally reaches his destination and the joy that a person feels 
when he is finally in the company of those with whom he belongs, in the 
place where he belongs. 

Summary of the Hadith 

• A believer has one of two attitudes toward this worldly life: that of a 
stranger or that of a traveler along a path. His heart and his sights must be 
set on his real home and final resting place. 

• The believer takes from this world the provisions that he needs to reach his 
final destination. He must always prepare for death and not expect to be 
living in this world forever. 

• The believer takes advantage of those resources or opportunities that Allah 
has given him before it is too late. He takes advantage of his health before 
sickness comes to him and his life before death comes to him. 



1 Quoted inal-Ramli,p. 15. 
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Hadith #41 
"None of You Truly Believes Until..." 

Al Lxjj el jA (jjfe t5"^" 
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On the authority of Abu Muhammad Abdullah ibn Amr 
ibn al-As (may Allah be pleased with both of them) who 
said: The Messenger of Allah (may the blessings of Allah 
and peace be upon him) said, "None of you [truly) believes 
until his desire is subservient to what I came with." 
This is a hasan sahih hadith. We have narrated it in the 
book, al-Hujjah, with a sahih chain. 

Selected Vocabulary 

- "his desire"; in general, this word refers to a person's desires that take him 
away from the straight path; that is, desire for what is not true, correct or 
proper. However, it can also have a more general meaning of what one desires 
or wants, regardless of whether that desired object is praiseworthy or 
blameworthy. 1 

- "following" 

- "I came" 

Takhreej 

This hadith was recorded by ibn Abu Aasim in al-Sunnah, 2 ibn al-Jauzi 
in Dhamm al-Hawaa, al-Baghawi in Sharh al-Sunnah, al-Anwaar and 

1 Cf., ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, pp. 398-399. Al-Baitaar (pp. 254-255) wrote, "Every human has 
desires and everyone has things that the soul inclines toward. However, the people themselves 
differ. Some of them follow their desires even if it is in opposition to the truth. Others submit to 
the truth even though it goes against what they desire. Some people even give up their desires on 
behalf of what other humans desire..." 

2 Note that in ascribing this hadith to the book, al-Hujjah, al-Nawawi did not follow what is 
known as proper or accepted procedure among the scholars of hadith. The proper way to ascribe 
hadith is by mentioning the earliest or the most eminent scholars who have recorded the hadith. 
In this particular case, scholars both earlier and more eminent than the author of al-Hujjah 
recorded this hadith. 
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Masaabeeh al-Sunnah, al-Khateeb al-Baghdaadi in Tareekh Baghdaad, al- 
Dailami in al-Firdaus, ibn Battah in al-Ibaanah and Abu al-Qaasim al- 
Asbahaani in al-Hujjah. 1 It was also recorded by al-Hasan ibn Sufyaan in al- 
Arbaeen, al-Salafi in al-Arbaeen al-Buldaaniyah, al-Harawi in Dhamm al- 
Kalaam and ibn Asaakir in al-Arbaeen? 

All of those scholars have recorded this hadith through the chain of 
Nuaim ibn Hammaad al-Khuzaa'ee. In most cases, it was Nuaim from Abdul 
Wahaab ibn Abdul Majeed al-Thaqafi from Hishaam ibn Hasaan from 
Muhammad ibn Sireen from Uqbah ibn Aus from Abdullah ibn Amr ibn al-As. 
Except for Nuaim, all of those narrators are definitely acceptable narrators. 3 
For the most part, the grading of this hadith is determined by how one views 
Nuaim ibn Hammaad. 

Among the scholars who discussed Nuaim ibn Hammaad, it seems that 
ibn Hajr gives him the highest evaluation. In Tahdheeb al-Tahdheeb, ibn Hajr 
quotes most of what al-Mizi said about Nuaim in Tahdheeb al-Kamaal. Those 
quotes contain both favorable and unfavorable remarks. Then in his own 
discussion at the end, seemingly summarizing his views on Nuaim, ibn Hajr 
wrote, 

As for Nuaim, his righteousness and honesty is confirmed, but 
in his hadith are well-known gross errors. Al-Daaraqutni said 
about him, "Leader in the sunnah, lots of errors." Abu Ahmad 
al-Haakim said, "Perhaps he contradicts others in some of his 
hadith." It was already mentioned that ibn Adi followed up the 
mistakes he made, and that is the criterion for the statement 
concerning him [as to what hadith to accept and what to 
reject]. 4 

Similarly, in Taqreeb al-Tahdheeb, which is basically a summary of 
his conclusions in Tahdheeb al-Tahdheeb, ibn Hajr described Nuaim with the 
words, 

Honest, makes lots of mistakes; jurist, most knowledgeable on 
laws of inheritance... Ibn Adi followed up the hadith in which 
he made errors and the rest of his hadith are sound. 5 

In his introduction to his commentary on Sahih al-Bukhari, ibn Hajr 
once again wrote about Nuaim, 

The great scholar (haafidh); al-Bukhaari met him but did not 
record anything from him in his Sahih except in one or two 



' Cf., ibn Muhammad, p. 224. 

2 Cf ., Muhammad Naasir al-Deen al-Albaani, footnotes to Amr ibn al-Aasim, Kitaab al-Sunnah 
(Beirut: al-Maktab al-Islaami, 1985), vol. 1, pp. 12-13. 

3 However, there is also some question about Uqbah ibn Aus, as shall be noted later. 

4 Ahmad ibn Hajr, Tahdheeb al-Tahdheeb (Muassasat al-Risaalah), vol. 4, p. 236. 

5 See ibn Hajr's statements in Maroof and al-Arnaoot, vol. 4, p. 2 1 . 
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places, 1 and he recorded from him without stating the chains 
(mualaq) in other places. Muslim recorded from him in one 
place in the introduction to his work. The compilers of the 
Sunan works, save al-Nasaai, [also recorded from him]. Ahmad 
considered him trustworthy and said, "Nuaim was from the 
people of honesty, but he would be confused on some matters 
and would make errors concerning them." Al-Ajali called him 
trustworthy. Abu Haatim called him honest. Al-Nasaai called 
him weak. Abu Bishr al-Doolaabi stated that he had forged 
hadith. Ibn Adi commented on that, saying that al-Doolaabi 
was being extreme against him because [Nuaim] was extreme 
in his opposition to the scholars who used personal opinion 
(ahl al-rai). And that [ibn Adi's conclusion] is correct. And 
Allah knows best. 2 

Finally, in Lisaan al-Meezaan, a work on criticized narrators, ibn Hajr only 
wrote the following related to Nuaim's status, "Ahmad, Yahya and al-Ajali 
considered him trustworthy." 3 

One sees that ibn Hajr was very consistent in all four of his works 
quoted above. However, when comparing what he wrote with what others 
wrote, one does get the feeling that he overlooked something or ignored some 
facts concerning Nuaim. For example, ibn Hajr's Lisaan al-Meezaan is an 
abridgment and critical edition of al-Dhahabi's Meezaan al-Itidaal. However, 
ibn Hajr deleted all of the following disparaging remarks concerning Nuaim 
that are found in al-Dhahabi's work: 

...One of the well-known leaders and scholars although he was 
weak (layin) in hadith... Abu Dawood said, "Nuaim has about 
twenty hadith on the authority of the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) for which there is no source." Al-Nasaai said [about him], 
"He is weak." Al-Haafidh Abu Ali al-Naisaboori said, "I heard 
al-Nasaai mention Nuaim ibn Hammaad's virtues and his 
advancement in knowledge, understanding and the sunnah. I 
asked him about accepting his hadith and he said, 'The reports 
that he alone narrates when compared to the well-known 
leading scholars of hadith are many. He reached the point that 
one cannot use him as evidence.'"... Al-Azdi said, "Nuaim was 
one of the people who would fabricate hadith in order to 
strengthen the place of the sunnah as well as [fabricate] false 
attributions to defame al-Numan [Abu Hanifah]. All of those 
are lies."... Ibn Yoonus said, "He would narrate rejected 



1 It should be noted, as ibn Hajr did in his Tahdheeb, that al-Bukhari only recorded from Nuaim 
when others had narrated the same that Nuaim had narrated. 

2 Ahmad ibn Hajr, Hadyu al-Saari Muqaddimah Fath al-Baari bi-Sharh Saheeh al-Bukhaari 
(Makkah: al-Maktabah al-Tijaariyyah, 1993), p. 625. 

3 ibn Hajr, Lisaan, vol. 7, p. 417. 
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reports [supposedly] on the authority of trustworthy 
narrators." 1 

To be impartial and just, at the very least, ibn Hajr should have recorded at 
least one of these statements in his work abridging Lisaan. Instead, he only 
mentioned three scholars who considered Nuaim trustworthy. 

In addition, in Lisaan, ibn Hajr simply mentions that Yahya ibn Maeen 
considered Nuaim trustworthy. It is true that there are statements giving that 
impression from Yahya. At the same time, though, there are numerous 
statements from Yahya pointing out Nuaim 's mistakes. Yahya also said of him, 
"His hadith are not [worth] anything, but he was one who followed the 
sunnah." 2 Again, ibn Hajr probably was not completely academic in only 
mentioning that Yahya considered him trustworthy, without providing more 
detail on the matter. 

Ibn Hajr also gives the impression that ibn Adi followed up Nuaim's 
hadith and pointed out the weak and the rejected hadith. However, that does 
not seem to be exactly correct. In al-Kaamil, ibn Adi explicitly discussed ten 
rejected hadith revolving around Nuaim. 3 At the end of his discussion, he 
wrote, 

And from Nuaim ibn Hammaad there is more than what I have 
mentioned. Some people praised him and some people 
considered him weak. He was from those who was unyielding 
with respect to the sunnah. He died during the inquisition 
related to the Quran [and whether it was created] while he was 
in prison. Most of what has been rejected from him is what I 
have recorded. And I hope that the rest of his hadith are 
upright. 4 

Al-Dhahabi concluded about Nuaim, "Nuaim was of the greatest stores 
of knowledge. However, one's soul cannot rest [and feel satisfied] with his 
narrations... It is not allowed for anyone to use him as a proof. He compiled a 
book on the trials and tribulations that is filled with strange and rejected 
[reports]." 5 

Ibn Rajab also does not consider Nuaim an acceptable narrator of 
hadith. In his commentary to al-Nawawi 's Forty Hadith, while discussing this 
particular hadith, ibn Rajab wrote, 

Declaring this hadith authentic is far-fetched for a number of 
reasons, including: [First,] it is a hadith that is singularly 



1 al-Dhahabi, Meezaan, vol. 4, pp. 267-270. Virtually the same content may be found in another 
work by al-Dhahabi, Al-Mughnifi al-Dhuafaa, vol. 2, p. 700. 

2 Quoted in al-Mizi (ibn Hajr's source for Tahdheeb), vol. 29, p. 475. 

3 The hadith under discussion here, "None of you truly believes..." was not one of those ten 
hadith. 

4 Ibn Adi, vol. 7, p. 2485. Emphasis added. 

5 Al-Dhahabi, Siyar, vol. 10, p. 600 and p. 610. 
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narrated by Nuaim ibn Hammaad al-Marwoozi. This Nuaim [is 
the problem], even though some scholars considered him 
trustworthy and al-Bukhari recorded from him. But the 
scholars of hadith had a good suspicion about him only 
because of his strong adherence to the sunnah and his 
harshness in refuting the people of desires [heretics]. They 
described him as committing mistakes and being confused 
about some hadith. However, when his stumbling into rejected 
reports became frequent, they ruled that he was weak. Saalih 
ibn Muhammad narrated that ibn Maeen was asked about him 
and he said, "He is not anything [worthy] but he did adhere to 
the sunnah." Saalih said, "He would narrate from his memory. 
And he has many rejected reports that are not corroborated at 
all." Abu Dawood said, "Nuaim has about twenty hadith on the 
authority of the Prophet (peace be upon him) for which there is 
no source." Al-Nasaai said [about him], "He is weak." 1 He also 
said on another occasion, "He is not trustworthy." He also said, 
"The reports that he alone narrates when compared to the well- 
known leading scholars of hadith are many. He reached the 
point that one cannot use him as evidence." Abu Zura al- 
Dimishqi said, "He would narrate hadith back to the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) that the others would narrate as 
statements of the Companions or Followers." Abu Uroobah al- 
Haraani said, "His affair is in a bad state." Abu Saeed ibn 
Yunus stated, "He narrated rejected reports [supposedly] on 
the authority of trustworthy narrators." Others claimed that he 
fabricated hadith. And where are the other students of Abdul 
Wahhaab al-Thaqafi, the other students of Hishaam ibn 
Hassaan and the other students of ibn Sireen such that Nuaim 
is the only one who narrated this hadith? 2 

Among modern day scholars, many reject Nuaim as a narrator. For 
example, al-Albaani said about Nuaim, "He is weak due to his many mistakes. 
In fact, some people accused him [of forging hadith]." 3 

Maroof wrote about Nuaim, while commenting on ibn Hajr's raising 
him to the level of sadooq (honest), "Strengthening his rank and considering 
his hadith hasan is very questionable since he had been accused of forging lies 
and some hadith to support his views (madhhab)." 4 

Maroof and al-Arnaoot, in their critical edition of ibn Hajr's Taqreeb, 
disagreed with ibn Hajr's classification of, "Honest, [but] he makes lots of 
mistakes." They wrote, 



This is all al-Nasaai said about him in his work, al-Dhuafaa wa al-Matrukoon in Abdul Aziz al- 
Seeruwaan, p. 226 

2 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 394. 

3 Al-Albaani, footnotes to ibn al-Aasim, vol. 1, p. 12. 

4 Bashaar Maroof, footnotes to al-Mizi, vol. 29, p. 48 1 . 
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In fact, [he is] weak. More than one of the leading scholars 
[aimmah] considered him weak. However, others considered 
his case strong and praised him due to his strong support of the 
sunnah and his harshness in attacking its enemies, as well as 
for his unyielding position during the inquisition [related to the 
question of whether the Quran was created] until he died in 
chains while in prison, may Allah have mercy on him. Al- 
Bukhari recorded from him only in conjunction with other 
narrators. 1 

The conclusion concerning Nuaim is that he was a weak narrator due 
to his numerous mistakes. In particular, he was known to transmit many 
narrations that no one else had narrated. His strong adherence to the sunnah 
and his great opposition for those whom he felt were against the sunnah and his 
own views (and those opponents included Abu Hanifah and his student 
Muhammad ibn al-Hasan) make him suspect when it comes to him being the 
only one who narrated the hadith, "None of you truly believes until his desires 
are subservient to what I have brought.". 

In addition, Ibn Rajab points out some other problems with this chain 
beyond the existence of Nuaim. He wrote, 

Another problem with the report is that the report has been 
narrated through Nuaim with different chains. It is narrated 
from him on the authority of al-Thaqafi on the authority of 
Hishaam. It is also narrated from him from al-Thaqafi from 
one of the teachers of Hishaam or from others. In that 
narration, the one from whom al-Thaqafi received it from is 
not specified. It is also narrated on his authority from al- 
Thaqafi who said, "One of our teachers narrated to us [saying]: 
Hishaam or someone else narrated to us." In that narration, al- 
Thaqafi narrated it from an unknown source and his source 
narrated it from an unspecified source. Hence, the [number of] 
unknown narrators is increased. 

Yet another problem with the report is that in its chain is 
Uqbah ibn Aus al-Sadoosi al-Basri. He is also called Yaqoob 
ibn Aus. Abu Dawood, al-Nasaai and ibn Maajah narrated one 
hadith on his authority from Abdullah ibn Amr. It is also stated 
[in other narrations] that it was Abdullah ibn Umar [instead]. 
Hence, there is some confusion in that chain. Al-Ajali, ibn 
Saad and ibn Hibbaan considered him [Uqbah] trustworthy. 
Ibn Khuzaima said, "Ibn Sireen, with his status and place, 
narrated on his authority." Ibn Abdul Barr said, "He is an 
unknown (majhool) narrator." Al-Ghulaabi said in his 
Tareekh, "They claim that he did not hear directly from 



1 Maroofand al-Arnaoot, vol. 4, p. 21. 
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Abdullah ibn Amr. He would only say, 'Abdullah ibn Amr 
said.' 1 " Based on that, his narrations from Abdullah ibn Amr 
have a broken chain. 2 

Therefore, this hadith has been declared weak by the following note 
scholars of hadith: ibn Asaakir, 3 ibn Rajab, al-Albaani, 4 al-Arnaoot 5 , al- 
Hilaali 6 , ibn Muhammad 7 and al-Ahdab. 8 

Allah knows best. 9 



General Comments About the Hadith 

Although this is a weak hadith, there is nothing wrong, as such, with its 
meaning. Indeed, the meaning it expresses may be proven through numerous 
other authentic pieces of evidence. For example, Allah says in the Quran, 

Ll~* 'XLj? J_v? JUo a) jj aUI ( _ r a*_ ! ^^.1^5 jj^J I 

"It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and His Messenger have 
decreed a matter that they should have any option in their decision. And 
whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger, he has indeed strayed into a plain 
error" (al-Ahzaab 36). 

In another verse, Allah says, 



When a person says, "Abdullah ibn Amr said," it does not necessarily imply that he heard the 
narration directly from Abdullah. The case would be different had he said, for example, "I heard 
Abdullah say," or "Abdullah narrated to me." If Uqbah always said only, "Abdullah ibn Amr 
said," it may be taken as a sign that he did not hear such hadith directly from Abdullah ibn Amr 
but through some intermediate, unnamed source. 

2 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, pp. 394-395. 

3 As quoted in al-Albaani, footnotes to ibn al-Aasim, vol. 1, p. 13. 

4 Al-Albaani, footnotes to ibn al-Aasim, vol. 1, p. 12. 

5 See his footnotes to al-Hussain al-Baghawi, Shark Sunnah (Beirut: al-Maktab al-Islaami, 1983), 
vol. 1, p. 213. 

6 Al-Hilaali, Eeqaadh, p. 552. 

7 Ibn Muhammad, pp. 224-225. 

8 Al-Ahdab, vol. 4, pp. 168-172. 

9 In a phone conversation with Dr. al-Houcine Chouat (August 1998), Dr. Chouat indicated to 
this author that this hadith has supporting evidence in a work by al-Daaraqutni. He stated that 
this supporting evidence would raise this hadith to the level of hasan. Unfortunately, by the 
publication date of this book, Dr. Chouat, due to his numerous commitments, had not the 
opportunity to furnish this author with the particulars to confirm his statement. Furthermore, this 
author could not find any author who has made a statement similar to Dr. Chouat's claim. This 
author has to make a conclusion based on the evidence available to him. Therefore, at this time, 
the conclusion is that the hadith is weak unless evidence is provided that shows otherwise. 
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li-Llj IjllloJ ^4-^ ^ ^-j*- ji frgMi* 3* 

"But no, by your Lord, they have no faith until they make you [O Muhammad] 
judge in all disputes between them, and find in themselves no resistance 
against your decisions and they submit to them with a full submission." (al- 
Nisaa 65). 



Another verse states, 




"O you who believe, do not put [yourselves] before Allah and His Messenger 
but fear Allah. Indeed, Allah is Hearing and Knowing. O you who believe, do 
not raise your voices above the voice of the Prophet..." {al-Hujuraat 1-2). 

In addition, Allah has censured those who dislike anything that Allah 
loves or who love what Allah dislikes. For example, Allah has said, 

"That is because they dislike what Allah reveals and, therefore, their deeds are 
rendered vain" (Muhammad 9). 
Ibn Rajab wrote, 

It is obligatory upon every believer to love what Allah loves — 
a love that requires him to perform what He has made 
obligatory upon them. If that love is increased, such that one 
also performs what He has recommended, that is more 
virtuous. [It is also obligatory upon every believer] to dislike 
what Allah dislikes — a dislike that obliges him to remain 
away from what He has forbidden for him. If that dislike is 
increased such that it makes the person stay away from He 
dislikes in a lighter sense, that is more virtuous. 1 

Ibn Rajab also quoted Abu Yaqoob al-Nahrujoori as saying, "For 
everyone who claims to love Allah but does not comply with what Allah has 
ordered, his claim [to love Allah] is false. And everyone who loves but does 
not fear Allah has been deceived." 2 

There is also no question that one's desires can be of great harm to 
one's religion. Indeed, Ibn Rajab pointed out that every sin is the result of a 
person's putting the desires of his soul above his love for Allah and His 



1 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, pp. 395-396. 

2 Quoted in ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 397. 
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messenger. Allah has described the polytheists as those who follow their own 
desires. For that reason, Allah has said about them, 

yijf ^ &T ^i ll ^ gST 

"But if they do not respond to you, then know that they only follow their 
desires. And who is more astray than one who follows his desire without 
guidance from Allah? Indeed, Allah does not guide the wrongdoing folk" (al- 
Qasas 50). The same is true for the heretics. They prefer that to which their 
desires have led them over and above what is clear in the Quran and sunnah. 
This is why historically they have been referred to by the scholars as ahl al- 
ahwaa ("the people of desires"). 1 

The believer realizes what comes from Allah is always best for 
humanity. He realizes that Allah is the Creator and knows His creation best. He 
realizes that humans are weak and, although they claim a great deal of 
knowledge, they, in reality, know very little of the true make-up of this 
universe. Hence, the believer should always be willing to ignore his desires or 
what he feels whenever it comes into conflict with what Allah has revealed in 
the Quran or sunnah. 

The Reality of Those who Go Against what the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
Brought 

In an illuminating passage, ibn Taimiya discussed the reality or the 
situation of those who decide to go against what the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) brought. This is an important topic to discuss as there are still many 
Muslims who, unfortunately, feel hesitant when it comes to following the 
sunnah of the Prophet (peace be upon him). Therefore, ibn Taimiya's passage 
will be quoted here at length. He wrote, 

Whoever diverges from what the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
brought has no knowledge or justice in what he says [or 
believes]. In fact, all he could have is ignorance, wrongdoing, 
conjecture and "what the souls desire although the guidance 
has come to them from their Lord" (al-Najm 23). This is 
because whatever the Messenger (peace be upon him) has 
reported is truth, esoterically and exoterically. It is not possible 
to conceive of truth being in the opposite of what he has said. 
Therefore, whoever believes something that goes against what 
he said has a belief that is false. A false belief cannot be 
knowledge. And what the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon 
him) ordered is just, containing no wrong in it. Whoever 



1 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 397. 
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forbids what he ordered, forbids what is just. Whoever orders 
the opposite of what he ordered has indeed ordered 
wrongdoing (dhulm), for the opposite of what is just is dhulm. 
And what goes against what he is said can only be ignorance, 
wrongdoing conjecture and what the souls desire. It must be in 
one of two cases. The best case is that it is something that was 
part of the shareeah of one of the prophets but has been since 
abrogated. The worst case is that it has never been sanctioned; 
instead, it has been something that has been substituted for the 
shareeah. Everything that goes against the ruling of Allah or 
His Messenger is either from an abrogated shareeah or from 
what has been legislated as a replacement to what Allah has 
sanctioned. A [false] lawgiver has sanctioned that without 
permission from Allah, as He said, "Do they have partners 
[with Allah] who have sanctioned for them of the religion what 
Allah has not given them permission for" (al-Shoora 21). 1 

He then goes on to say that in some cases, the ruling may have been 
obscure and the person was mistaken in his ijtihaad and that is why he went 
against what the Prophet (peace be upon him) brought. As was discussed under 
an earlier hadith, such a person may be excused as long as he had the intention 
to adhere to what the Prophet (peace be upon him) brought. He said that as 
time passed, more and more people were unaware of some parts of the sunnah, 
so they made more mistakes although they intended to follow the Prophet 
(peace be upon him). Furthermore, they may have had many good deeds that 
wipe away any their sin or their shortcoming with respect to their ijtihaad. 
Then he goes on to write, 

The point here is that the one who [willingly] goes against the 
messenger must certainly be following conjecture and what the 
souls desire. Allah says about the polytheists who worshipped 
al-Laat and al-Uzza 2 , "They follow only conjecture and what 
the souls lust after while the guidance from their Lord has 
come to them" (al-Najm 23). Similarly, Allah states about 
those who said that the angels are females, "Those who believe 
not in the Hereafter name the angels with female names. But 
they have no knowledge thereof. They follow nothing but 
conjecture and conjecture avails nothing against the truth" (al- 
Najm 27-28)... However, He says about what the Messenger 
(peace be upon him) brought, "By the star when it goes down, 
your companion [the Prophet (peace be upon him)] is neither 
astray nor being misled. Nor does he say anything out of [his 
own] desires. It is no less than inspiration sent down to him, 
which the one mighty in power [the Angel Gabriel] has taught 



1 Ibn Taimiya, Majmooat, vol. 7, part 13, pp. 37-38. 

2 These were two idols of the Arabian peninsula during the Period of Ignorance. 
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him" (al-Najm 1-5). So everyone who goes against what the 
messenger taught must be following conjecture or what the 
soul lusts for. Even if he believes what he says and he has an 
argument to support his view, the most that he could have is a 
conjecture that cannot avail at all against the truth. Such is the 
case when they argue by false analogies, fabricated reports or 
[supposed] inspired words that they believe have come from 
Allah whereas they have actually come from Satan. 

These are the three basis upon which those who oppose the 
sunnah argue and they believe them to be proofs and 
evidences. Either they argue on the basis of a rational 
argument that they see as a definitive proof and argument 
while it is a wrong misconception made up of vague terms and 
concepts and obscure arguments concerning which one cannot 
discern what is its truth from its falsehood. . . Or they argue on 
the basis of a hadith which is either a fabrication or which does 
not prove what these opponents of the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) claim it proves... [As for those who believe they have 
received inspiration, such does occur at times] however, there 
are inspirations that are thought to have come from God but 
they do not do so. People fail to distinguish between a true 
inspiration and a false inspiration, in the same way that they 
fail to distinguish between a correct argument, rational or 
textual, and a false one. Sometimes such people hear a speech 
or they see something and that communication is actually from 
Satan... These people actually follow nothing but conjecture 
that cannot avail them against the truth at all. If they do not put 
themselves [and their views] before Allah and His Messenger 
and had they instead adhered to the Book and the sunnah, it 
would have been made clear to them [that such inspirations 
that go against what the Prophet (peace be upon him) brought 
could only be] from Satan. 1 

Ibn Taimiya then goes on to discuss the case of Umar ibn al-Khattaab who was 
described by the Prophet (peace be upon him) that if anyone from this nation 
were to receive such inspiration, it would be Umar. However, Umar himself 
never relied solely on such inspiration and he never did anything until he was 
certain that it did not go against the Quran or sunnah. 

About the Narrator: Abdullah ibn Amr ibn al-As 

Abdullah ibn Amr ibn al-As, from the tribe of Quraish, was a noted 
Companion, as was his father. Abdullah embraced Islam before his father did. 
His name before embracing Islam was al-Aas (u^»H), whose meaning is 



1 Ibn Taimiya, Majmuaat, vol. 7, part 13, pp. 39-42. 
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disobedient or rebellious. Due to the dislike of having names with bad 
meanings to them, the Prophet (peace be upon him) himself changed it to 
Abdullah. 

Abdullah was among the few people who knew who to read and write 
in the pre-Islamic days. He received permission from the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) to record everything that he heard from the Prophet (peace be upon 
him). In fact, Abu Huraira once noted that the only one who could have more 
hadith than him was Abdullah, because Abdullah used to record the hadith 
while Abu Huraira did not. 

He also used to fast often and pray during the nights. His father 
complained to the Prophet (peace be upon him) about how much Abdullah was 
devoted to such acts of worship. Therefore the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
had to advise Abdullah, "Your soul has a right over you; your wife has a right 
over you..." Near the end of his life, he became blind and weak, and he came to 
regret that he had not heeded the Prophet's advice to greatly lessen his acts of 
worship. 

He participated in several battles of the Prophet (peace be upon him). 
He also participated in a number of the battles after the death of the Prophet 
(peace be upon him), such as the Battle of Yarmook. 

During the Battle of Sifeen, he was with Muawiya against Ali. 
However, afterwards, he felt very sorry for having participated in such a 
campaign and continually asked Allah to forgive him. 

He lived with his father in Egypt after the death of the Prophet (peace 
be upon him). After his father died, Abdullah moved to Greater Syria and then 
back to Makkah. He died in the year 65 A.H. at the age of 72. 

In the books of hadith, over 700 hadith have been recorded on 
Abdullah's authority. 

"We have narrated it in the book, al-Hujjah..." 

This is a reference to the book al-Hujjah ala Taarik al-Muhijjah by 
Abu al-Fath Nasr ibn Ibraaheem al-Maqdisi al-Shafi'ee. This is a book about 
Islamic beliefs and articles of faith based on the Quran and sunnah. 1 Al- 
Haitami describes it as a good and beneficial work. 2 

Abu al-Fath was born sometime before the year 410 A.H. and moved to 
Damascus before 430 A.H. In Damascus, he learned Sahih al-Bukhari and fiqh 
from the leading scholars of his time. He studied with al-Daarimi. He also met 
and debated Abu Haamid al-Ghazzaali. He was also well known for his piety 
and lack of desire for the things of this world. 3 



' Cf., ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 393. 

2 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 279. 

3 For more about his life, see al-Dhahabi, Siyar, vol. 19, pp. 136-143. 
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Summary of the Hadith 

It is concluded that this hadith is weak. Although there is no problem with 
the meaning of the hadith, there is no call for anyone to quote it as a 
statement of the Prophet (peace be upon him). There are sufficient other 
authentic and acceptable evidences to prove the same point that this hadith 
states. 
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Hadith #42 

"O son of Adam, as long as you call on Me..." 

Jf\j\ *ij dll? £>lT U JIp di) oyiP ^jsrjj j^O" 
ol> jJ dtfl y b ^bj di) b>£ 

dM ib. 4 Sj&i 1 j& 'J *M 

On the authority of Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) 
who said: I heard the Messenger of Allah (blessings of 
Allah and peace be upon him) say, "Allah, Blessed and 
Most High, said, 'O son of Adam, as long as you call upon 
Me and put your hope in Me, I have forgiven you for what 
you have done and I do not mind. O son of Adam, if your 
sins were to reach the clouds of the sky and then you would 
seek My forgiveness, I would forgive you. O son of Adam, 
if you were to come to Me with sins that are close to filling 
the Earth and you would then meet Me without ascribing 
any partners with Me, I would certainly [also] bring to you 
forgiveness close to filling it [the Earth]." 
Recorded by al-Tirmidhi and he said, "It is a hasan sahih 
hadith." 

Selected Vocabulary 

L« - the word L» often times means a negation or whatever; however, in this case 
its meaning is, "as long as" 
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^j&j - "y° u called upon me, you invoked me, you prayed to me," the ^> (ta with a 
fatha at the end of a verb) implies second person, past tense; the ^ implies, 
"toward me, to me" 

- "put your hope in me," again, the ^ (ta with a fatha at the end of a verb) 
implies second person, past tense; the ^ implies, "toward me, in me" 

^jji^ - "I have forgiven," the ^ (ta with a dhamma at the end of a verb) implies first 

person, past tense 
^ - "for you" 
L° - here the L» means "whatever" 

(jftJ V - this expression implies, "1 do not care, I do not mind, I do not disapprove, it 
is no problem for me" 

^jilj - "reached," third person, feminine, past tense; it is in reference to the 
following word, "your sins"; since, "sins" is a plural of a thing, it is treated like 
a feminine singular noun 
•iLjii - "your sins," the "your" part is designated by the ^ at the end 
jljc - "clouds," others say that it means everything that one sees upon looking up to 
the skies 

^^iii^l . "y 0U sought my forgiveness"; again, the ^ (ta with a fatha at the end of a 
verb) implies second person, past tense; the ^ implies, "toward me, in me" 

ifZp^ - "you came to me," (in this case, it is precede by ji or if, so its meaning is 
changed to, "you were to come to me"); the analysis of the ^ and ^ at the end 
is the same as the three examples given above. 

- this is a compound word, the v means, "with," while m'j 3 usually means 
something near to or similar to something else but, in this case, the narrator in 
Musnad Ahmad has explained it to mean, "the fi ll of the Earth or close to the 
fill of the Earth. 

ULLi . "sins" 

liliuV - "I certainly come to you," the first J is for emphasis 
s^*^ . "forgiveness" 

Takhreej 

This hadith, with this wording and chain, was only recorded by al- 
Tirmidhi. He recorded it through the chain, "Abdullah ibn Ishaaq al-Jauhari al- 
Basri narrated to us and said: Abu Aasim narrated to us and said: Katheer ibn 
Faaid said: Saeed ibn Ubaid narrated to us and said: I heard Bakr ibn Abdullah 
al-Muzani say: Anas ibn Maalik narrated to us..." 

Ibn Rajab described this chain by saying, "There is no harm in it."' 
This usually implies that the chain is acceptable. However, upon closer 
inspection that may not be exactly correct. 

The narrators in this chain are as follows: 

(1) Abdullah ibn Ishaaq al-Jauhari al-Basri: Abdullah was a 
trustworthy narrator. Abu Haatim called him shaikh, meaning his hadith are 
acceptable. Ibn Hibbaan included him in his work on trustworthy narrators and 



1 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 400. 
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stated that his hadith are sound or upright. Ibn Hajr concluded that he is, 
thiqatun haafidh (trustworthy, scholar or preserver of hadith). Maroof and al- 
Arnaoot disagree somewhat and call him, sadooq (honest). 2 In any case, 
therefore, his hadith are at least of the level of hasan. 

(2) Abu Aasim al-Dhahhaak ibn Makhlad ibn al-Dhahhaak: Al- 
Dhahaak was a very famous and well-known scholar of hadith. He was 
declared a trustworthy narrator by numerous scholars of hadith, including 
Yahya ibn Maeen, al-Ijli, al-Khaleeli and others. 3 

(3) Katheer ibn Faaid al-Basri: In both al-Kamaal and Tahdheeb, 
neither al-Mizi nor ibn Hajr mention anything regarding Katheer' s status as a 
narrator. 4 They mention that ibn Hibbaan has mentioned him in his book al- 
Thiqaat, a collection of trustworthy narrators. However, it was the practice of 
ibn Hibbaan to include in that book narrators whose status are not really known 
as long as he knows of no one who has criticized such narrators. In other 
words, he gives them the benefit of the doubt and includes them among the 
trustworthy narrators. Hence, appearing in ibn Hibbaan's Thiqaat is not in 
itself sufficient to establish the trustworthiness or acceptability of a narrator. It 
was perhaps the influence of ibn Hibbaan's grading that led ibn Hajr, in 
Taqreeb al-Tahdheeb, to call Katheer maqbool ("acceptable"), meaning his 
hadith are acceptable if they are supported by others but not when he is alone 
in narrating something. In their critical edition of Taqreeb, Maroof and al- 
Arnaoot are certainly correct when they disagree with ibn Hajr and state, 
instead, "He is majhool al-haal (it is known who he is but his status is not 
known) as only two narrators have ever narrated from him." 5 

(4) Saeed ibn Ubaid al-Hunaa ee: Saeed was thought of highly by those 
scholars who discussed him. Abu Haatim called him a shaikh (meaning his 
hadith are acceptable). Ibn Hibbaan also included him in al-Thiqaat, his book 
of trustworthy narrators. 6 The well known critic of narrators, ibn Shaaheen 
called him trustworthy. 7 Ibn Hajr said, "There is no harm with him," which is a 
ranking just below the level of "trustworthy". 8 Maroof and al-Arnaoot are in 
agreement with ibn Hajr's conclusion. 9 

(5) Bakr ibn Abdullah al-Muzani: Bakr is unquestionably a completely 
trustworthy and acceptable narrator. 10 

(6) Anas ibn Maalik: He was a well-known Companion of the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) and unquestionably acceptable as a narrator of hadith. 



1 Cf., ibn Hajr, Tahdheeb, vol. 2, pp. 302-303. 

2 Maroof and al-Arnaoot, vol. 2, p. 192. 

3 See his entry in ibn Hajr, Tahdheeb, vol. 2, pp. 225-226; Maroof and al-Arnaoot, vol. 2, p. 149. 

4 Al-Mizi, vol. 24, p. 144; ibn Hajr, Tahdheeb, vol. 3, p. 464. 

5 Maroof and al-Arnaoot, vol. 3, p. 194. 

6 Cf., al-Mizi, vol. 1 0, pp. 550-55 1 . 

7 Umar ibn Shaaheen, Tareekh Asmaa al-Thiqaat (Kuwait: al-Daar al-Salafiyyah, 1984), p. 97. 

8 Ibn Hajr, Taqreeb, vol. 2, p. 38. 

9 Maroof and al-Arnaoot, vol. 2, p. 38. 

10 For more about Bakr, see ibn Hajr, Tahdheeb, vol. 1, p. 244. 
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The conclusion concerning that chain is that it is a weak chain due to 
the presence of a narrator who is termed, majhool al-haal. However, by 
acceptable supporting evidence, the hadith can be moved up to the level of 
hasan. Fortunately, in this case, there is such supporting evidence. 

Indeed, Ahmad and others have recorded hadith with virtually the same 
meaning as Anas' hadith. Those hadith have been narrated through various 
chains on the authority of the Companion Abu Dharr. For example, Ahmad has 
recorded the following hadith qudsi: 

k p yi 2u Sis- c > au o> ^3 rf&zty fa yi ' 
°o\ p y & ^ Sjii * of j£ ^ i*i> clU j$\ ^i>. 

"Son of Adam, as long as you invoke Me and put your hope in Me, I forgive 
you with all that you have [of sins]. Son of Adam, if you meet Me with almost 
the Earth full of sins, I would certainly meet you with its fill of forgiveness [but 
only] after you have not ascribed any partner to me. Son of Adam, if you 
commit sins to the point that they reach the clouds of the sky and then you seek 
My forgiveness, I forgive you and I do not mind." 

These variable hadith have chains that are at least acceptable as 
supporting evidence. 

Ahmad and others have recorded the following hadith qudsi on the 
authority of Abu Dharr: 

"O my servant, as long as you worship Me and put your hope in Me, I forgive 
you with what you have. And O My servant, if you meet Me with an Earth 
nearly full of sins, and you had not associated any partners with Me, I would 
meet you with the same full of forgiveness." 

Ahmad and al-Haakim record a hadith on the authority of Abu Dharr 
which supports part of the above hadith. It is also a hadith qudsi worded as 
follows, 

"If you were to meet Me with almost the earth filled with sins but had not 
ascribed any partner to Me, I would meet you with the same fill of 
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forgiveness." Ahmad recorded this hadith with two chains, and one is of sahih 
or hasan quality. Al-Haakim declared its chain sahih and al-Dhahabi agreed 
with him. 1 

Based on the various supporting reports, the conclusion is that this 
hadith is definitely either hasan or sahih. Ibn Rajab accepts the hadith although 
he did not grade it explicitly sahih or hasan. 2 Others have graded the hadith 
hasan, including ibn Muhammad 3 and Abdul Qaadir al-Arnaoot. 4 It was 
graded sahih by al-Suyooti, 5 al-Albaani 6 and al-Hilaali. 7 

It should be noted that at the end of the hadith, al-Nawawi stated that 
al-Tirmidhi called the hadith, "hasan sahih." However, none of the numerous 
copies of al-Tirmidhi that this author has been able to check contains that 
wording. Instead, almost all of them have the wording, "This hadith is hasan 
ghareeb, we do not know it except through that chain." This is also the quote 
that ibn Rajab has from al-Tirmidhi in Jaami al-Uloom wa al-Hikm? The 
edition edited by Kamaal al-Hoot has the wording, "This hadith is ghareeb; we 
do not know it except through that chain." 9 Al-Haitami states that in some of 
the manuscripts, al-Tirmidhi simply called this hadith hasan. 10 Indeed, in al- 
Nawawi 's own Riyaadh al-Saaliheen he also mentions that al-Tirmidhi called 
this hadith hasan. 11 

As noted earlier, many of the copies of al-Tirmidhi 's work have 
different comments for him after different hadith. This is one of the problems 
in dealing with al-Tirmidhi's work. However, in this case, this author could 
find no other source describing this hadith as hasan sahih. It is possible that 
this was simply a mistake on the part of al-Nawawi. Allah knows best. 

General Comments About the Hadith 

According to al-Bugha and Mistu, this hadith gives the most hope to 
the humans of all of the hadith found in the sunnah. It demonstrates Allah's 
great forgiveness and mercy so that no one should despair due to the great 
number of sins he has committed. However, at the same time, no one should be 
deceived or misled by his sins such that, due to his lackadaisical approach to 
sins, they end up creating a barrier between himself and Allah's forgiveness 

1 Cf, ibn Muhammad, p. 226. 

2 Cf., Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 400. 

3 Cf., ibn Muhammd, pp. 226-228. 

4 Abdul Qaadir al-Arnaoot, vol. 8, p. 40. 

5 As in al-Munaawi, vol. 4, p. 496. Al-Munaawi himself did not comment on al-Suyooti's 
grading, implying his approval. 

Al-Albaani, Saheeh Sunan al-Tirmidhi, vol. 3, p. 1 76. 

7 al-Hilaali, Saheeh Kitaab al-Adhkaar, vol. 2, pp. 975-976, 

8 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 400. 

9 Muhammad ibn Isa al-Tirmidhi, Al-Jaami al-Saheeh wa Huwa Sunan al-Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar 
al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah, 1987), vol. 5, p. 512. 

10 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 286. 

' 1 Al-Nawawi, Riyaadh, p. 1 78. 
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and mercy. 1 In other words, forgiveness is still according to Allah's will and 
He bestows it upon whom He wills. 

About the Narrator: Anas ibn Maalik 
Anas ibn Maalik was discussed in the commentary to Hadith #13. 

"Allah, Blessed and Most High, said" 

That means that this is a qudsi hadith. The nature of qudsi hadith was 
discussed in detail in the commentary to Hadith #24. 

"O son of Adam" 

This is a call from Allah to every human being. Allah is the Most 
Compassionate, the Most Merciful. He is calling out to all humans, with a call 
of forgiveness and mercy. Allah is willing to forgive. Neither the committing of 
sins by humans nor the forgiving of sins by Allah harms Allah in any way. 
Allah has decreed for Himself mercy and He is ready to shower His grace and 
blessings upon all humans. 

However, Allah only showers His forgiveness upon those who have 
performed the causes that lead to it, those who continue to call on Him and put 
their hope in Him while not associating any partner with Him. 

In reality, Allah does not ask much of His slaves. The least that He 
asks is that one believe in Him and not associate any partner with Him. He has 
made His signs clear, such that no one should disbelieve in Him or associate 
partners with Him. He has even created humans with a nature that recognizes 
Allah's existence and uniqueness. He asks this, and in return He grants 
forgiveness and Paradise. 

There may be some significance to Allah calling humans, "son of 
Adam" in this hadith instead of referring to them by other terms, such as 
"mankind," "My servants," and so on. This is because it was Adam who 
committed the first sin. At the same time, it was Adam's example that showed 
mankind the result of sin and how one can turn to Allah and be forgiven. This 
gives hope to all who come afterwards that even though they have sinned, the 
door is open for them to repent to Allah and be forgiven. 2 



1 Al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 357. 
2 Cf., Sultaan, p. 359. 
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"As long as you call upon Me" 

Linguistically, dua (translated above as "call upon") may be defined 
as, "the act of seeking, desiring, asking or demanding." 1 The Maliki jurist ibn 
al-Arabi has given its shareeah definition as: Dua is the calling upon Allah for 
some good that one wants or for the repelling of some harm or trial; 
supplications are a means or "cause" for what one has requested; finally, 
supplications bring about the mercy of the Lord and repel His anger, in a 
manner similar to a shield repelling a spear. 2 

That is what has been given as a definition for dua by a renowned 
scholar. However, the essence of dua has been explained by al-Yafi'ee: Dua is 
the displaying of one's need for Allah and the showing that one actually has no 
power or might in or by himself. It is the essence of submission and servitude, 
and it is the feeling of humility, submissiveness and humanness. It also 
contains an aspect of praising Allah as one recognizes and attributes to Him the 
qualities of generosity and kindness to His servants. 3 

As was noted in commentaries to previous hadith, since humans do not 
possess any real power to hurt or help themselves, they are never in a situation 
in which they are not in need of Allah's help, support and guidance. Whether in 
hardship or ease, illness or health, good times or bad, believers always turn to 
Allah to ask for guidance and what is best, as well as to seek forgiveness for 
their sins and shortcomings. 4 

The Importance of Dua (Supplications) and Its Conditions 

In the commentary to Hadith #18, there was a discussion of the ways 
by which Allah removes sins and punishment from believers so that they may 
avoid any punishment in the Hereafter. In the commentary to this particular 
hadith, the emphasis will be on the factors leading to Allah's forgiveness. 

Supplicating or praying to Allah with the hope and trust that such 
supplications will be responded to is one of the keys to attaining Allah's 
forgiveness. Praying to Allah is a form of worship that is beloved to Allah. 
Therefore, Allah responds to that act of worship. Allah says in the Quran, 



Lane, vol. 1, p. 883. The word dowah or dua and its various derivatives has been used to 
convey a number of different meanings in the Quran. See Faalih al-Sughair, Introduction to 
Abdul Ghaani al-Maqdisi, Al-Targheeb fi al-Dua wa al-Hath Alaihi (Riyadh: Daar al-Aasima, 
1996), pp. 55-59. 

2 Ibn al-Arabi was quoted in al-Sughair, p. 54, and in al-Uroosi, vol. 1, p. 46. For greater detail 
on the linguistic and Shariah definition of dua, see al-Uroosi, vol. 1, pp. 19-103. 

3 Al-Yafi'ee was quoted in al-Sughair, p. 54. 

4 This is very different from the ways of the disbelievers who, because in their soul they 
recognize the presence of the Creator and the Lord, turn to Him and pray earnestly during times 
of hardship and then forget about Him during the rest of their lives. On this point, one should 
note the following verses of the Quran: Yoonus 12, al-Zumar 8, al-Zumar 49, Luqmaan 33 and 
Fussilat 5 1 . 
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If tfj£sz^-i o\-^ j^=vj JLsj 

"And your Lord says, 'Call upon Me, I will respond to you.' Indeed, those who 
disdain my worship will enter Hell [rendered] contemptible" (Ghaafir 60). The 
Prophet (peace be upon him) once said, 

"Supplication (dud) is the essence of worship." And then he recited the above 
verse from Soorah Ghaafir. 1 Al-Bugha and Mistu explained the above 
phenomena by saying, "Allah does not bless a servant by guiding him to 
supplicating and submitting to Him except that He also blesses him by 
accepting [his request] and responding to it." 2 

However, in general, the supplication is only answered if the 
supplicant meets some conditions and avoids what prevents its acceptance. One 
of the most important of those conditions is that the heart be truly attentive and 
conscious of what it is saying. The Prophet (peace be upon him) stated, 

"Supplicate Allah while you are certain of a response. And know that Allah 
does not respond to a supplication from a heart that is heedless and 
inattentive." 3 

In addition, while supplicating to Allah, one must be resolute or 
decisive in his request. The person must supplicate with seriousness and 
sincerity. There should be no wavering or doubt in his heart. The Prophet 
(peace be upon him) taught that one should not say, "O Allah, forgive me if 
You will." The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, 

idj ^jLJi fjW j£j cJi oi J >i #1 * jj-i^f ^ ill 



1 Recorded by al-Tirmidhi. According to al-Albaani, it is sahih. See al-Albaani, Saheeh al-Jaami, 
vol. 1, p. 641. 

2 Al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 358. 

3 Recorded by al-Tirmidhi. According to al-Albaani, it is hasan. See al-Albaani, Saheeh al- 
Jaami, vol. 1 , p. 1 08. 
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"If one of you supplicates, do not say, 'O Allah, forgive me if You will.' But 
instead you should ask with will and conviction, for there is nothing so great to 
Allah that He cannot grant it." (Recorded by Muslim.) 

While supplicating, one should truly beseech Allah and implore His 
forgiveness. One should sincerely demonstrate his need for Allah and his 
submission to Him as well as his hope in receiving the desired response from 
Allah. When doing so, the mercy and forgiveness is close at hand. Allah says, 

"And invoke Him in fear and aspiration. Indeed, the mercy of Allah is near to 
the doers of good" (al-Araaf 56). 

Another important aspect of supplicating is that the supplicant not 
become hasty and stop his supplications because his hoped-for response has 
not come as soon as he wished. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, 

"You are responded to as long as you do not become hasty and say, T 
supplicated and it is not being or was not responded to.'" (Recorded by al- 
Bukhari and Muslim.) 

Finally, for one's supplications to be responded to, it is important that 
one ensures that he is living off of permissible and good sources. This was 
discussed in detail in the commentary to Hadith #10. 

"and put your hope in Me" 

Al-Baitaar notes that Allah knows how weak humans truly are. 
Sometimes one is overcome by his desires or Satan while at other times he is 
able to overrule them. However, he is constantly in that struggle. Whenever he 
does something he knows to be wrong, it is crucial that he returns to Allah, 
calls upon Allah asking for forgiveness and puts his hope in Allah that He will 
forgive him. He will then find Allah always willing to forgive him and rescue 
him. As long as the human is in that state, he is in a state of goodness, and his 
end result, Allah willing, will be good. 1 

Putting one's hope in Allah, according to al-Bugha and Mistu, means 
fearing Allah's punishment while at the same time hoping for His forgiveness. 
It is hoping for the mercy of Allah while fearing His greatness and power. 2 

A believer should also have good expectations of Allah. There is a 
hadith which states, 



1 Cf., al-Baitaar, p. 258. 

2 Al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 356. They even say that "hope" can have the meaning of "fear". 
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"Allah has said, 'I am as My servant expects of Me. I am with him wherever he 
remembers me.' By Allah, Allah has more joy due to the repentance of His 
servant than one of you has when he finds his lost provisions in an open land. 
[Allah also has said,] 'Whoever comes close to Me by the span of a hand, I 
come closer to him by a cubit. And whoever comes closer to me by a cubit, I 
come closer to him by an arm's length. And if he walks toward Me, I rush 
toward him." (Recorded by Muslim.) 

Especially at the time of approaching one's death, one should have 
good expectations of Allah. The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said 
just three days before his own death, 



"None of you should die except while he is having good expectations of 
Allah." (Recorded by Muslim.) 

To despair of Allah's mercy and forgiveness and not to have any hope 
in Him is, in fact, one of the great sins. Allah says in the Quran, quoting Jacob, 



"Indeed, no one despairs of relief from Allah except the disbelieving people" 
(Yoosuf 87). 

Who Has the Right to Put His Hope in Allah and Have Good Expectations of 
Him? 

Allah says in the Quran, 




"Indeed, those who have believed and those who have emigrated and fought in 
the cause of Allah, they expect the mercy of Allah. And Allah is Forgiving, 
Merciful" {al-Baqara 218). In this verse, Allah implies that those who truly 
have the right to have hope in Allah's mercy are those who believe, migrate 
and strive in the way of Allah. When a believer does those things, he will 
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surely find Allah forgiving and merciful. When one does his best to obey 
Allah, he certainly has the right — by Allah's mercy — to expect that Allah will 
be forgiving and merciful to him. 
Ibn Uthaimeen wrote, 

When should the servant have good expectations of Allah? 
That would be when the servant has done what obligates 
Allah's grace and mercy, [for example,] when he performs 
good deeds and has positive expectations that Allah will accept 
them from him. However, to have good expectations while not 
working, this is a type of dreaming or wishing with respect to 
Allah. The one who follows his one desires and then has 
dreams or wishes concerning Allah is the one who will not be 
able [to have his dreams fulfilled]. 1 

Similarly, ibn Hajr stated that the one who sins and disobeys Allah and 
then believes that he will not be held accountable for it is one who is deceived. 2 



The Proper Balance Between Hope and Fear 



Allah says in the Quran, 

» ***, <>' - i* 4 x*it vti i ' si, 

"Know that Allah is severe in punishment and that Allah is forgiving and 
merciful. The Messenger is only to convey. And Allah knows whatever you 
reveal and whatever you conceal" {al-Maaidah 98-99). 

In a very frank and eye-opening hadith, the Messenger of Allah (peace 
be upon him) once said, 



"If the believer knew what Allah has with Him of punishment, no one would 
ever hope to achieve His paradise. And if a disbeliever knew what Allah has 
with Him of mercy, no one would ever despair of achieving His paradise." 
(Recorded by Muslim.) 

In another statement, the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) also 

said, 



1 Ibn Uthaimeen, Shark Riyaadh, vol. 5, p. 389. 

2 Quoted in Sultaan, p. 361 . 



1309 



Commentary on the Forty Hadith of al-Nawawi 

diil jL jfifj $y, j\ U)i J&ji 

"Paradise is closer to one of you than his own shoelace. And the Fire is also 
like that." (Recorded by al-Bukhari.) 

A believer must have both hope in and fear of Allah. All humans sin. 
Without a feeling of hope in Allah's mercy, one is apt to feel doomed to 
punishment — regardless of future works — and fall into despair. On the other 
hand, without any fear of Allah, one begins to feel immune from punishment 
regardless of his deeds. Hence, he becomes almost indifferent to performing an 
obligatory deed or performing a sin. One must, therefore, have both fear of 
Allah's punishment and hope of His mercy and forgiveness. 

However, the proper balance between hope and fear is something that 
the scholars have differed about over the years. Ibn Uthaimeen presents the 
following views on this question: 

Some say that the aspect of hope should always be greater than the 
aspect of fear. 

Others say that the aspect of fear should always be greater than the 
aspect of hope. 

Others say that the aspects of fear and hope should be equally strong in 
the person's heart. If either of them dominates, the result is negative, as 
described above. 

Others say that when one is healthy, the two should be equally strong. 
However, when one is ill or close to death, the feeling of hope should dominate 
the feeling of fear. This is the view al-Nawawi supports in Riyaadh al- 
Saaliheen} 

Others say that while one is performing an act of obedience to Allah, 
he should be in a state of hope that Allah will accept that deed from him. But if 
he is about to perform a sin, the feeling of fear should overcome him such that 
it keeps him from performing that act. 

Ibn Uthaimeen 's own conclusion seems to be a sound one. He says that 
the person himself must be his own "physician". If he sees that he is beginning 
to feel safe from the punishment of Allah or that he is committing sins or 
falling into wishful thinking, he should correct himself. He corrects himself by 
developing within himself the fear of Allah. If, on the other hand, he finds 
himself becoming overly fearful or starting to despair of the mercy of Allah, 
then he must change his ways by increasing his hope in Allah. 2 

Hence, there must be a balance between the two. The balance does not 
mean that the two are exactly equally strong in the heart at all times. But the 
balance does mean that the presence of each is strong enough to keep the 



' Al-Bugha and Mistu (p. 366-367) attribute this view to the Shafi'ees. But they add that when 
one looks to his own shortcomings, he should feel fear; when one looks to Allah's greatness, he 
should feel hope; as for the sick, hope should outweigh fear. 
2 Ibn Uthaimeen, Sharh Riyaadh, vol. 5, pp. 392-393. 
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believer from going to either extreme of not fearing Allah's punishment or 
despairing of Allah's forgiveness and mercy. 

"I have forgiven you for what you have done and I do not mind. '" 
Allah says in the Quran, 

"Say: O My servants who have transgressed against their own souls, despair 
not of the mercy of Allah. Verily, Allah forgives all sins. Truly, He is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful" (al-Zumar 53). 

This forgiveness is the result of the person's supplicating to Allah and 
maintaining hope in Allah. Both of these are acts of worship. The result of 
these acts is Allah's willingness to forgive the servant for the sin that he has 
committed. 

"if your sins were to reach the clouds" 

No matter how great or how many one's sins, they can never be greater 
than the potential forgiveness and mercy of the Compassionate, the Merciful, 
the Forgiving, the Oft-Relenting. 

Ibn Rajab quotes the lines of a poet who said, 

"O Lord, even if the number of sins becomes great 
I certainly know that Your forgiveness is greater 
If only the doers of good can put their hope in You 
To whom [else] could the sinner supplicate and put his hope 

I have no means of approach to You except hope 
and Your beautiful forgiveness and then the fact that I am a 
Muslim." 2 



"then you would seek My forgiveness, I would forgive you." 

The word for seeking forgiveness, al-istighfaar is derived 

from the word ghafara. This root implies the clothing that one wears to protect 
oneself from dirt, filth 3 or harm. 4 So, for example, a warrior wears a mighfar on 

' According to al-Teebi, what is meant by the last part of that phrase is, "He is not asked about 
what He does," instead of, "and I do not mind." Allah knows best. (Al-Teebi is quoted in al- 
Mubaarakfoori, Tuhfah, vol. 9, p. 525.) 

2 Quoted in ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, p. 407. 

3 Cf., Sultaan, p. 364. 

4 Cf., ibn Muhammad, p. 229. 
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his head (like a heavy helmet) in order to protect himself from the harm of 
spears, swords and so forth. 

"Forgiveness" means that Allah covers one's faults, removes one's 
sins' and does not punish the person in the Hereafter. One of the most 
important things that a person can ask of Allah — after asking to be guided to 
the truth — is to ask forgiveness for one's sins and related matters, such as 
being rescued from the Fire and being entered into Paradise. This is what the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) himself said that his supplications were all about. 2 

When one sins and then sincerely turns to Allah seeking His 
forgiveness, one will find Allah ready to accept his repentance and to forgive 
him. Allah says, 

La-j^j \jj a e- aMI -b>«j alll yu;«j j4^—a-> *J4aj y 'cj-" J***J ^y*} 

"And whoever does a wrong or wrongs himself but then seeks forgiveness from 
Allah, he will find Allah forgiving and merciful" (al-Nisaa 1 1 0). 

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) stated in a hadith, 



"J Cl C^if J&j 33a jui j 'Jti *$\ jui i3i :& lM 

S£ l_JJJLi ii-t'} LJJdl ^iL' l£j *J jl jiiii $i Cfiil (_s^J 
01 jUjJ Lji t^r^ vl^i -^j^" J^-** ^ jf*'' J^-** 

diJ Iiii c-JLi C J^pl wJ-LSL Ji-t'j LJiJl ^ Ly 

"A slave committed a sin and said, 'O Lord, I have committed a sin, so forgive 
me.' The Lord said, 'My slave knows he has a Lord who forgives sins. 
Therefore, I have forgiven my slave.' Then he committed another sin and said, 
'O Lord, I have committed another sin, so forgive me!' His Lord says, 'My 
slave knows he has a Lord who forgives sins, therefore, I have forgiven him.' 
And on the third or fourth occurrence Allah says, 'He may do whatever he 
wishes.'" (Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim.) 

As mentioned in the commentary to Hadith #18, the meaning of that 
hadith is that as long as the person is in that state, Allah will forgive him. If 
every time he commits a sin he feels remorse and turns to Allah to forgive him, 
without having the intention to continue performing that sin, Allah, the 



' Al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 356. 

2 Recorded by Abu Dawood and others. According to al-Hilaali, it is sahih. See al-Hilaali, 
Eeqaadh, p. 410. 



1312 



Hadith #42: "O son of Adam, as long as you call on Me..." 

Exalted, will be willing to forgive him. 1 Such is the great forgiveness of Allah 
and His pleasure with His servants when they seek His forgiveness. 

Seeking Allah's Forgiveness and Repenting to Allah 

Everyone commits sins and does wrong. However, Allah is always 
allowing for the chance to repent and seek Allah's forgiveness. In fact, Allah 
has said in the Quran, 




"And if Allah were to punish men for what they have earned, He would not 
leave upon it [the Earth] any creature. But He defers them to a specified term. 
And when their time comes, then, indeed Allah has ever been ever watching of 
His servants" (Faatir 45; al-Nahl 61 also has a similar meaning). 

The fact that Allah is willing to forgive sins is something that a 
believer should never forget. This is a great act of mercy and grace on the part 
of Allah. Had Allah willed, He could have held everyone immediately 
accountable for every sin he commits. However, He has decreed that He shall 
allow His servants to seek His forgiveness and that He shall in fact forgive as 
He wills. 

Most humans not only sin but they commit sins on a regular basis. 
Therefore, they must continually seek Allah's forgiveness. On this point, the 
Prophet (peace be upon him), although his previous and future sins were 
forgiven and he certainly did not sin like other humans, set an excellent 
example for all people to come. He stated of himself, 

"By Allah, I certainly ask Allah for forgiveness and repent to him more than 
seventy times a day." (Recorded by al-Bukhari.) Abu Huraira stated that he had 



1 Al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 362. They also point out that if a person says, "O Allah forgive me," 
with his tongue while his heart is yet intending to commit the sin, it is just words of supplication. 
Allah may respond positively or He may refuse such an invocation. However, later (p. 363) they 
state that if a person says, "O Allah forgive me and I repent to You," while his heart is intent on 
performing the sin, then he is lying and he is committing a sin because, in fact, he has not 
repented. It is not allowed for him to state about himself that he is repentant while he is not so. 
Under such circumstances, it would be better for him to say, "O Allah, I seek your forgiveness, so 
relent to Me." Ibn Rajab (Jaami, vol. 2, pp. 409-412) and al-Haitami (Fath, p. 285) have very 
similar discussions. 
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never seen anyone asking Allah for forgiveness more than the Prophet (peace 
be upon him). 

In the Quran, Allah has ordered the believers to seek His forgiveness. 
This order makes it obligatory upon the believers to seek Allah's forgiveness. 
Allah says, 

is» & , f >.'. <«? s. -«,;| *. **** 

i^v jy^ ^ o[ ^ Lj^-^'j 

"And seek Allah's forgiveness. Certainly, Allah is forgiving, merciful" (al- 
Muzzammil 20). Allah also says, 

"[The messenger says], 'Do not worship except Allah. Indeed, I am sent) to 
you from Him as a [person who] warns and [one who] brings glad tidings. And 
seek forgiveness from your Lord and repent to Him" {Hood 2-3). 

In the Quran, Allah also commends those who seek His forgiveness. 
For example, He says, 

^ I^JI oi-OJ pj'J Ja j^^Sj^y Ji 

*»tj 4Sl <J OJ>*JJ S^f^ Vjjlj ^jVi l*a*J 

jlk^ % ^^j ffj& t J 13 ^fi^J 13 

"Say: Shall I not inform you of things far better than those [things of this 
world]? For the pious there are gardens with their Lord, wherein rivers flow. 
Therein [is their] eternal home and [for them are] pure spouses. And Allah will 
be pleased with them. And Allah is All-Seer of the slaves. Those who say, 'Our 
Lord! We have indeed believed, so forgive us our sins and save us from the 
punishment of the Fire.' They are those who are patient, those who are true, 
and obedient with sincere devotion in worship to Allah. Those who spend [in 
charity] and those who pray and beg for Allah's forgiveness in the also hours 
of the night" (ali-Imraan 15-17). 
Allah also says, 
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o*, hjjw fpj CP ^-jy^ 

"And those who, when they have committed illicit acts or wronged themselves 
with evil, remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their sins — and who can 
forgive sins except Allah? And they do not persist in what [wrong] they were 
doing while they know it. For such, the reward is forgiveness from their Lord 
and gardens with rivers flowing through, wherein they shall abide forever. How 
excellent is this reward for the doers [of good]" (ali-Imraan 1 35-136). 

Is Seeking Forgiveness Sufficient or Must One Also Repent? 

Many times seeking Allah's forgiveness is mentioned along with 
repentance. For example, Allah says, 

* s » \ '. > . '. ' sr \, ^ * >' 

"Will they not repent to Allah and ask His forgiveness? For Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful" (al-Maaidah 74). However, in the hadith under 
discussion, this particular hadith, there is only mention of seeking Allah's 
forgiveness and the result is that the act is forgiven. 

According to some of the commentators on this hadith, the mention of 
forgiveness here implies its being accompanied by repentance. Al-Nawawi, for 
example, explicitly states this in his commentary to this hadith. 1 Al-Haitami 
also seems to support this interpretation. 2 

According to ibn Rajab, when seeking forgiveness and repentance are 
mentioned together, the two have different implications. Seeking forgiveness 
implies the verbal act of requesting forgiveness while repentance implies both 
removing oneself from the sin with both the heart and body and the feeling of 
remorse. According to Ibn Rajab, some say that when seeking forgiveness is 
mentioned by itself (without mention of repentance), it implies both 
forgiveness and repentance. Others, however, say it implies asking forgiveness 
without continually making the sin, as in that case Allah forgives the sins even 



1 See al-Nawawi, Sharh al-Arbaeen (Ridha), p. 93. 

2 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 285. 
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though the other conditions of repentance have not been met. 1 The last view is 
based on an understanding of the verse of the Quran quoted above, 




"And those who, when they have committed illicit acts or wronged themselves 
with evil, remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their sins — and who can 
forgive sins except Allah? And they do not persist in what [wrong] they were 
doing while they know it" (ali-Imraan 135). 

The Conditions for Repentance 

In conclusion, this hadith which refers to seeking forgiveness either 
implies seeking the forgiveness while repenting or only seeking forgiveness 
while discontinuing the wrong deed. It seems that the first view, wherein 
repentance is also implied, is the most popular with many scholars. 

In his monumental work on the terminology of the Quran, al-Isfahaani 
pointed out that repentance is not simply a matter of stopping one's sins but is 
also to refrain, in the most beautiful manner, from sinning and to amend for 
one's deeds in the best way possible. 2 

So, in order to repent properly, it is important to realize the conditions 
for a sound repentance. (These conditions were given earlier, but due to their 
importance they shall be reiterated here in a slightly different manner.) They 
are: 

(1) The repentance must be sincerely and solely for the sake of Allah 
and to please Him. 

(2) The repentant person must feel remorse for the sin he committed 
and should wish that he had never done that act. 

(3) The person must immediately stop performing the wrong act that he 
was doing. If the act was an obligatory act that he failed to perform, he must 
perform it immediately. If the wrong he did violated the rights of any other 
person, he must fulfill that person's right, seek his forgiveness and settle the 
matter with the other person. 

Concerning the rights of others, the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon 
him) stated, 



1 Ibn Rajab, Jaami, vol. 2, pp. 407-408. Cf., al-Haitami, Fath, p. 285; al-Bugha and Mistu, pp. 
361-362. 

2 Al-Raaghib al-Isfahaani, Mufradaat Alfaadh al-Quran (Damascus: Dar al-Qalam, 1997), p. 
169. 
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Jr*^ Or? 

"Whoever has wronged another person concerning his honor or anything else 
should beg him for forgiveness now before there comes a time when there will 
be neither dinars or dirhams. [Otherwise,] if he has good deeds, they will be 
taken from him according to the amount of wrong that he did. If he does not 
have any good deeds, some of the evil deeds of his companion will be taken 
and loaded upon him." (Recorded by al-Bukhari.) 

(4) The person must be of resolute intention not to perform that sin 
again in the future. 

(5) The act of repentance must be done before it is "too late" for the 
person, such as when his time of death has come or when the sun rises from the 
West as a sign of the Day of Judgment. Allah says in the Quran, 

OjUl pijw j^l*- bl ^ol4^JI ^_^JlU a_<}sM c— J j 

Uj^pI ^JLZJjl jU^= C^yyn *J lt^' JL* 

"And of no effect is the repentance of those who continue to do evil deeds until 
death faces one of them and he says, 'Now I repent,' nor of those who die 
while they are disbelievers. For them We have prepared a painful torment" (al- 
Nisaa 18). 1 

"if you were to come to Me with... and you would then meet Me without 
ascribing any partners with Me..." 

This portion of the hadith implies that forgiveness will only come to 
those who meet Allah (die) while adhering to tauheed. The key to forgiveness 
has been given: adhering to tauheed and avoiding any form of shirk. Whoever 
is missing this key will not achieve Allah's forgiveness. Allah says in the 
Quran, 



' Cf., ibn Muhammad, p. 229; Sultaan, pp. 366-368. 
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"Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up with him in worship, 
but He forgives whatever is less than that for whomever He wills. And whoever 
sets up partners with Allah has indeed invented a tremendous sin" (al-Nisaa 
48). 

In another passage, Allah has stated virtually the same thing: 
3jJ~l cLio ^-J jj-i'-i a?i I* yf-VL? ^l, i3y^ ^ N All! jl 

IIjlj ^AlCb JULs aJJIj 

"Verily, Allah forgives not the setting up of partners with Him, but He forgives 
whom He pleases whatever is less than that. And whoever sets up partners with 
Allah has indeed strayed far away" (al-Nisaa 1 1 6). 

Only due to the light of tauheed do sins melt away. If one fulfills all of 
the obligations of tauheed}, they will overcome all of his sins and in the 
Hereafter he will be entered into Paradise without any punishment whatsoever. 

But even if a person has some shortcoming in fulfilling the obligations 
of tauheed and comes to Allah with virtually the earth full of sins, the effect of 
tauheed is so great that all of those sins may be forgiven by Allah. Due to 
adherence to tauheed and avoidance of shirk, Allah may forgive person or He 
may punish him for some time in the Hereafter, thereby removing those sins 
from him, and then enter him into Paradise. The Prophet (peace be upon him) 
said, 

y^ti^Aut^^^u^^jis Avians 

* 

"Whoever says, 'There is none worthy of worship except Allah,' and his heart 
contains a grain of barley's weight of good shall exit from the Fire. Whoever 
says, 'There is none worthy of worship except Allah,' and his heart contains a 
grain of wheat's weight of good shall exit from the Fire. Whoever says, 'There 
is none worthy of worship except Allah,' and his heart contains a mustard 
seed's weight of good shall exit from the Fire." (Recorded by al-Bukhari.) 

However, if a person has shirk, then none of those sins will be forgiven 
and in the Hereafter he will be in the Hell-fire forever, as the verses quoted 
above clearly indicate. All the worldly deeds of those who associated partners 
with Allah will be worthless because none of them can be considered truly for 
the sake of Allah since such people never accepted the true faith or belief in 



1 The obligations of tauheed were discussed in detail in the commentary to Hadith #2. 

1318 



Hadith #42: "O son of Adam, as long as you call on Me..." 

Allah. Allah describes what will be done in the Hereafter to their deeds in the 
following words: 

"And We will approach what they have done of deeds and make them as 
scattered dust" (al-Furqaan 23). 

Other Points Related to This Hadith 

The forgiveness and clemency of Allah are greater and more expansive 
than the sins believers commit. 

No one should ever feel despair for any sin he has committed — even the 
sin of shirk (ascribing partners to Allah) for years of one's life is removed 
by the embracing of Islam and repentance. So, the door to repentance is 
always open until the time of one's death. However, the repentance must 
be true and sincere. 

The believer should always be repentant and seeking Allah's forgiveness as 
he recognizes that his sins and mistakes toward Allah are great and 
numerous. 

One of the best ways to ask forgiveness from Allah is by saying the 
supplication termed, "the leader of the words of supplication." The Prophet 
(peace be upon him) stated, 

tffj if, J^. cif % i\ h iJf $si if j&Ly £, 

s «ft % f'jt^ ^ ' ' a s s &s ° a f a J ** o j 0 £ ' j/' * ** 

4* D!r S*J J^ 1 0? ^ J*» Lr^- 01 <P ^ 

"The best statement of forgiveness is for one to say: 'O Allah, You are my 
Lord, there is no God but You. You created me and I am Your slave. I am 
following your covenant and promise to the best of my ability. I seek 
refuge in You from the evil that I have done. I profess to You your bounties 
upon me. And I confess to You my sins. Forgive me, for no one forgives 
sins except You.' Whoever says this with certainty concerning it during the 
daytime and dies that day before evening is one of the inhabitants of 
Paradise. And whoever says this with certainty concerning it during the 
nighttime and dies before morning, he is among the people of Paradise." 
(Recorded by al-Bukhari.) 

1319 



Commentary on the Forty Hadith of al-Nawawi 

The one who seeks forgiveness from Allah realizes that he is turning to and 
seeking shelter from the one who is forgiving, merciful, self-sufficient, 
generous and all-knowing. When he confesses his sins to his Lord — and 
only to his Lord — and sincerely repents, his heart should become tranquil 
and his soul should come to a rest. His worry and concern should leave him 
as he hopes for the glad tidings of the mercy of Allah. He becomes now 
one hoping for the best and has no reason to despair. 1 
It is part of the great mercy of Allah that someone may ask for something 
of this world yet Allah does not give it to him and, instead, He gives him 
something better than that. The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) 
said, 

* * * 4 * * t 

iLi ju ^L* ill i jii i^IL fr ^iji 

"No Muslim supplicates a supplication that does not contain any sin or 
cutting off of relations except that Allah grants him one of three things: 
Either Allah will immediately respond to his supplication, He will store for 
him something in the Hereafter or He will turn away from him an 
equivalent amount of evil." They said, "What if we request a lot?" He 
replied, "Then Allah shall give even more." 2 

Al-Nawawi states that there are different kinds of "seeking forgiveness". 
One type is where the person asks Allah to forgive and remove any 
negative effect of his sins. This is the seeking forgiveness of sinners. 
Others seek forgiveness due to some shortcoming in their manner of 
thanking Allah. This is the seeking forgiveness done by the righteous and 
pious. Finally, there are those who seek forgiveness as a means of giving 
thanks to Allah. This is the type of seeking of forgiveness that was 
performed by the Prophet (peace be upon him). 3 
Another hadith states, 



' Al-Bugha and Mistu, p. 364. 

2 Recorded by Ahmad. According to al-Hilaali, it is sahih due to its supporting evidences. See al- 
Hilaali, Eeqaadh, p. 557. 

3 Al-Nawawi, Sharh al-Arbaeen (Ridha), p. 94. The way al-Nawawi stated it may be considered a 
bit exaggerated. Even the pious and righteous commit sins. What he should have said is that the 
pious do not commit that many sins but ask forgiveness of Allah more often due to their sins and 
due to their recognizing that they do not thank Allah in the complete manner that He is deserving. 
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"Our Lord, blessed and most high, descends during each night to the lowest 
heaven when only one-third of the last part of the night is left. He says, 
'Who is invoking Me so that I shall respond to him. Who is asking of Me 
so that I shall give him. And who is seeking My forgiveness so that I shall 
forgive him.'" (Recorded by al-Bukhari.) In his commentary to Sahih al- 
Bukhari, ibn Hajr explains the difference between invoking {dud), asking 
(sual) and seeking forgiveness (istighfaar). One either asks for something 
good or the prevention of some harm, with respect either to this life or to 
the Hereafter. Seeking forgiveness is virtually concerned with avoiding 
some harm in the Hereafter. Asking is, for the most part, concerned with 
asking for some good in this life. And invoking encompasses seeking the 
good in both this life and the Hereafter. 1 Another hadith, found in Sunan 
Abu Dawood, demonstrates the proper way that the different types of 
requests are to be performed. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, 

"The asking is by raising your hands up to the height of your shoulders or 
somewhere close to it. The seeking of forgiveness is by pointing with one 
finger. And when making an earnest, strong supplication, you should 
stretch out both of your hands." 2 

Obviously, al-Nawawi has included forty-two hadith in his "Forty Hadith." 
The only one this author could find who offered any kind of explanation 
for this fact was al-Haitami. 3 He stated that al-Nawawi added these two 
hadith, which was an addition of goodness, because these two hadith were 
very wonderful and amazing to al-Nawawi. Therefore, he thought it would 
be good to finish the work with them. The first additional hadith, Hadith 
#41, is an admonition and exhortation to go against one's desires and to 
follow the shareeah. This, in fact, combines together all that are found in 
the other forty hadith as well as all that is found in the books on the 
Sunnah — in fact, al-Haitami adds, it combines together all that is found in 
the Quran itself. The second additional hadith, Hadith #42, is an 



1 Ibn Hajr, Fath (al-Maktabah al-Tijaariyyah), vol. 3, p. 341 . 

2 According to al-Albaani, this hadith is sahih. See al-Albaani, Saheeh al-Jaami, vol. 2, p. 1 135. 

3 Al-Haitami does not trace his comments to any source going back to al-Nawawi. Hence, it must 
be considered supposition on his part. 
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exhortation and encouragement to pray to Allah, have hope in Him, seek 
forgiveness for one's sins and expect Allah's mercy. 1 The following should 
be added to what al-Haitami stated about Hadith #42: Since there will 
almost always be shortcomings when it comes to fulfilling Hadith #41 and 
all that the Quran and sunnah encompass, one must then rely upon Allah's 
mercy and plead to Him for forgiveness. Allah knows best. 

Summary of the Hadith 

The means or "causes" of forgiveness are three: (1) Supplicating to Allah 
with hope in Him; (2) Asking Allah for forgiveness and repenting to Him; 
and (3) adhering to tauheed (Islamic monotheism). 

No matter how great or how many a believer's sins, Allah's forgiveness 
and mercy is greater and can encompass them all. 

The act of forgiving on Allah's part does not harm Allah in any way. 
Hence, one should earnestly seek His forgiveness and mercy. 



1 Al-Haitami, Fath, p. 286. 
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One of the reviewers of this book (may Allah reward him) objected to 
some paragraphs stating that the writing had gone from an "academic 
discussion" to "emotional sermonizing". Actually, this book was meant to be 
"scholarly" in its approach, but it was not meant to be purely an "academic 
discussion". There is no point or benefit to a mere academic discussion unless 
such a discussion moves then to the heart and from the heart to the limbs and 
deeds. That, in fact, is the goal of this book. To move the heart of the reader to 
act in accordance with the beautiful guidance and message of Islam. If that goal 
has not been reached and what these pages contain remains as mere 
"knowledge" that one only talks about on a theoretical level, then this effort 
has certainly been at least partially in vain. 

It is hoped that every reader will read these hadith and their detailed 
commentaries and ask himself questions like the following: 

"Are the intentions behind my acts purely and solely for the sake of 
Allah, such that Allah will be pleased with them?" 

"Am I really performing the pillars of Islam seriously and correctly 
such that the foundation of my religion is solid?" 

"Am I meeting the obligations of imaan such that I deserve to be called 
a believer and entered into Paradise?" 

"Have I been able to go beyond the mere minimum and reached the 
level of ihsaan where I worship Allah as if I see him...?" 

"Am I staying away from any heresies and innovations in the religion, 
realizing full well that such acts will be rejected by Allah?" 

"Am I doing my best to avoid the doubtful matters so that I may make 
my religion pure and innocent and remain far away from falling into the 
forbidden acts? Am I avoiding those things that make me doubt and follow 
those things that are clearly permissible, correct and free of any doubts in my 
mind?" 

"Are my actions toward Allah, His messenger, His book and all other 
Muslims sincere and am I fulfilling all of my obligations toward them?" 

"Do I do what is within my means to do of the deeds that the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) commanded? Am I doing my best to completely avoid 
what he has forbidden?" 

"Am I making sure that everything that I eat and sustain myself with is 
pure and wholesome according to the shareeahl" 

"Do I truly love for my brother what I love for myself? If not, can I 
truly consider myself a real believer?" 
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"Do I make sure that when I speak, I speak only good and beneficial 
words? Am I kind and generous to my neighbors? Do I fulfill the rights of my 
visitor upon me?" 

"Do I, like a true believer should, keep myself from getting angry for 
the wrong reasons?" 

"Do I do all my deeds in the best way possible, thus pleasing Allah in 
all of my actions, even when slaughtering an animal?" 

"Do I understand what taqwa is and do I really have taqwal" 

"Do I try to remove my evil deeds by performing better deeds after 

them?" 

"Do I behave toward others in the proper way, in the manners 
prescribed by this noble religion?" 

"Do I really put my trust in Allah? Do I really leave all of my affairs in 
His hand? Am I truly mindful of Him such that He will be there for me when I 
am in greatest need of Him?" 

"Do I honestly have the characteristic of hayaa\ such that it keeps me 
from doing what is forbidden?" 

"Do I remember that every day I am actually either selling myself on 
Allah's behalf for Paradise or dragging myself into the Hell-fire?" 

"Do I do my best to avoid all types of dhulml" 

"Do I perform that charity that is required upon everyone of my bones 
on every day?" 

"Do I truly stick stubbornly to the way of the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) and his Companions, as if biting onto them with my molar teeth?" 
"Do I truly control my tongue?" 

"When I see an evil, what is my feeling toward that evil? Do I have any 
desire to remove it or have I become so complacent that I do not mind seeing 
the acts that are displeasing to Allah all around me?" 

"Do I truly respect and deal with my brothers and sisters in Islam the 
way that I am supposed to? If so, how could I be envious of them? How could I 
hate them? How could I cheat them? How could I lie to them? How could I 
wrong them? How could I violate their honor and backbite them or tell lies 
about them...?" 

"Am I helping my brothers and sisters? Am I saving them from their 
calamities in this world so that Allah will save me from the greatest calamity in 
the Hereafter?" 

"Do I ever wrongfully show enmity to any of Allah's devoted servants, 
thereby opening myself up to war from Allah and His displeasure?" 

"Do I first and foremost get close to Allah by performing those acts 
that He has obligated upon me and that are most pleasing to Him? After that, 
do I get even closer to Him by the voluntary deeds such that He becomes my 
ears with which I hear. . .? Can I really claim that for myself?" 
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"Am I in this world like a stranger or I have become so engrossed in 
this world that I cannot even think of leaving it, even if it means to meet Allah 
and enter Paradise?" 

"Do I realize my shortcomings and sins? Let me then turn to Allah and 
ask Him for forgiveness for all of those shortcomings related to my actions, as 
He is the forgiving, the merciful, and none can forgive sins but Him." 

These are just some of the many questions that a Muslim should ask 
himself just based on these few hadith of the Prophet (peace be upon him). 
When the person thinks about these matters and acts appropriately upon them, 
Allah willing, he can look forward to Allah's pleasure and Paradise in the 
hereafter. 

Finally, al-Nawawi truly met his goal of collecting together some of 
the most fundamental sayings of the Prophet (peace be upon him) that span the 
religion as a whole. By the grace and mercy of Allah, through al-Nawawi 's 
effort, people have turned to these hadith, memorized them, studied them and 
explained them in detail. May Allah reward al-Nawawi greatly and handsomely 
for his noble effort. 

May the peace and blessings be upon the Prophet Muhammad (peace 
be upon him) who conveyed the message and strove earnestly for the sake of 
Allah. 

All praises and gratitude are for Allah, the One who sent the 
messengers, revealed the books and guided the Muslims to the straight path and 
guided this Ummah to the noble teachings found in the works of the scholars. 

j aSLJI Jlj*i j* LuaJj jl j i-UJl j 5^UJ1 ilia. jj Uiij;) ,jl M jLii 

Aili 0- JsJ^ ji fit Aj j±LJ J jX f*J JSy 

oLiajJj AiaJ \jS JdxJI j JjaJI jj LjiSjJ jij (J iuaJL Ul fJAJ ji 

LbjL Jj s 'il pjg U.U j^j l#4ljp> UlUti 

ji y ^ijil LiS Laj lijJ lib* ^ill iiaJI j 

J fLj <tlt -ill ^yi^a In-. . 
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Biographical Data 1 

Abdullah ibn Amr ibn al-As o> jj^- o> M Af]- see p. 1576 

Abdul Rahmaan ibn Mahdi [<^^> C^-jfi Af]: Abdul Rahmaan ibn Mahdi (120-198) 
was one of the greatest scholars and critics of hadith in his time. He is the one 
who wrote to al-Shafi'ee, requesting al-Shafi'ee to write about the principles of 
legal theory and the result was al-Shafi'ee's al-Risaalah. Al-Shafi'ee said 
about him, "I do not know of anyone similar to him [in knowledge] in this 
world." 

Abdul Razzaaq al-Sanaani [^Ua^i jljj 11 Af]: Abdul Razaaq was born in the 126 
A.H. His father was a scholar in his own right and narrated hadith from 
Ikrimah, Wahb ibn Munabbih and others. Abdul Razaaq was a great scholar of 
hadith. He was considered a trustworthy scholar although toward the end of his 
life, when he lost his eyesight, his narrations are not considered of excellent 
quality. He is probably most famous for his collection of hadith and reports 
from the Companions and Followers entitled al-Musannaf. His teachers 
included Sufyaan al-Thauri, Sufyaan ibn Uyainah, Mamar ibn Raashid and 
Imam Malik. His students included Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Yahya ibn Maeen, 
Ishaaq ibn Rahawaih and numerous others. Abdul Razaaq also compiled a 
tafseer of the Quran that has recently been published. His narrations were an 
important source for al-Tabari's tafseer. 

Abu Bakr al-Siddeeq [<m^ J* J] (573-13/634) was the closest friend of the Prophet 
(peace be on him) before and after Islam. He was the greatest of all the 
Companions and the first Caliph. He as the leader in suppressing the apostasy 
of the Arabs after the Prophet's death and reestablishing the rule of Islam over 
Arabia. He was the first to have the entire Quran collected and written down in 
one volume. 

Abu Dawood al-Sijistaani [^ U^a^ l jjb ^1] . see p. 1083. 

Abu al-Darda [ebjJI y\\; Abu al-Darda Uwaimir ibn Maalik ibn Qays al-Ansaari (d. 32 
A.H./652 C.E.) was a Companion of the Prophet from the Khazraj tribe of 
Madinah. He was also an ascetic and a warrior. He was appointed Judge over 
Damascus by Muawiyah at the order of the Caliph Umar ibn al-Khattaab. He 



1 Not all of the personalities mentioned in the text are presented here, only those who were most 
relied upon. The personalities discussed here are placed in alphabetical order of most recognized 
portions of their names; for alphabetization purposes, the al ( Jl) is ignored; the portion in bold is 
the portion written in Arabic. Most of the information presented here is well-established and of 
public record. Hence, individual referencing is not required. However, most of the information 
comes from al-Zirikli; ibn Katheer, Bidaayah; ibn Hajr, Tahdheeb and al-lsaabah; and al- 
Dhahabi, Siyar. In many cases, the introductions to the published editions of books quoted and 
mentioned in the Bibliography were used for dates of birth, death and other vital information. 
The dates after the person's name are the dates of his life or of his birth (b.) or death (d.). If two 
dates are given separated by a slash (/), the first date is the Hi jri date while the second date is that 
of the Christian Era. If only one date is given, it is of the Hijri era, unless otherwise noted. 
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was a scholar of the Quran and taught it in Syria where he died. He narrated 
117 hadith. 

Abu Dharr Jundub ibn Junaadah [i^- o> J 3 y^] - see p. 696. 

Abu Hanifah al-Numan ibn Thaabit CM Cp*& y\y Abu Hanifah lived from 
80 A.H. (699 C.E.) to 150 A.H. (767 C.E.). The Hanafi school of fiqh, the 
most widespread school of fiqh, is named after him. He was born and brought 
up in Kufah in a family that had come to Iraq from Afghanistan. He started his 
studies in philosophy and scholastic theology. After mastering those fields, he 
decided to give them up and concentrate on fiqh. Some of his most important 
students include Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Shaibaani and Abu Yoosuf. 

Abu Huraira y\] - see pp. 521-522. 

Abu Masood al-Badri [i/j-^l ly^** y\] - see pp. 810-811. 

Abu Moosa al-Ashari y\\. Abu Moosa was an eminent Companion. He 

was born in Yemen in 602 C.E. He came to Makkah and embraced Islam. He 
took part in the battles of the Prophet (peace be upon him). The Prophet (peace 
be on him) appointed him the governor of Yemen. He was also appointed the 
governor of Basrah and Kufah by Umar and Uthmaan. He served on the 
tribunal appointed to decide the feud between Ali and Muawiyah. He died in 
Kufah in 44 A.H. (665 C.E.). 

Abu Saeed al-Khudri **** J] - see pp. 1 137-1 138. 

Abu Shaamah _*']: Abdul Rahmaan ibn Isma'il ibn Ibrahim, commonly known as 
Abu Shaamah (599/1202-665/1267) was a historian, a Shafi'ite jurist and a 
grammarian from Damascus. He is the author of al-Rawdatain fi Akhbaar al- 
Dawlatain, al-Murshid al-Wajeez ila Uloom al-Kitaab al-Azeez, Ibraz al- 
Ma'anifi Sharh al-Shatibiyah and al-Bida' wa al-Hawadith. 

Abu Taalib [m 11 -^ »']: Abu Taalib ibn Abd al-Muttalib ibn Haashim was an uncle of the 
Prophet who looked after him after his father and grandfather had died. 
Although he loved and protected the Prophet (peace be upon him), and even 
stated his admiration for the Prophet's faith, he refused to embrace Islam and 
died upon the religion of his forefathers. 

Abu Thalaba al-Khushani [i,^^^ 1 y\] - see p. 1 122. 

Abu Yala al-Mausili [J^y& y\\. Abu Yala Ahmad ibn Ali al-Tameemi (d. 
307/919) was a scholar of hadith who collected together a Musnad. 

Abu Yazeed al-Bistaami [^-Lk-JU ^Jh y}]\ Abu Yazeed (188/804-261/875) was a very 
early Sufi, the son of a Zoroastrian who had converted to Islam. He was known 
for his piety. He is heavily quoted by later scholars although, like all other 
human beings, his statements, especially those made while "spiritually 
intoxicated," need to be judged in the light of the Quran and sunnah. 

Abu Yoosuf [<-*>*y, y\\. Yaqoob ibn Ibraaheem ibn Habeeb al-Ansaari (113/731- 
182/798) was one of the leading students of Abu Hanifah, as well as a great 
scholar and independent jurist in his own right. He contributed greatly to the 
development of the Hanafi fiqh. He served as Qaadi al-Qudaat (Chief Judge) 
during the reigns of al-Mahdi, al-Haadi and Haroon al-Rasheed. He was born 
in Kufah and died in Baghdad. 

Abu Zaid, Bakr [-^j y\ J^\. Bakr Abu Zaid is a contemporary scholar living in Saudi 
Arabia. Highly respected for his knowledge, he specializes mostly in hadith 
and fiqh, discussing some of today's more difficult issues. He has also written 
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extensively on ibn al-Qayyim. He is currently the president of the Majma al- 
Fiqh al-Islaami, a member of the Board of Leading Scholars and a member of 
the Committee for Scientific Research and Fatwas in Saudi Arabia. 
Al-Ahdab, Khaldoon [m-^Vi uj-^]: Dr. Khaldoon al-Ahdab is currently a professor of 
Hadith and Hadith Sciences at King Abdul Aziz University in Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia. He has compiled and critically discussed the hadith found in al- 
Khateeb al-Baghdaadi's Tareekh Baghdaad that are not to be found in the 
standard six works. This work is entitled Zawaaid Tareekh Baghdaad ala al- 
Kutub al-Sittah. 

Ahmad ibn Hanbal al-Shaibaani [<yLy^ 6^=- oi -^l] - see p. 1039. 

al-Aini [<jH#^] : Badr al-deen Muhammad al-'Ayni (d. 855/1451) was a scholar of 
Hanafi fiqh, hadith, tafseer, legal theory, history and grammar. He learned 
from scholars in Aleppo and Jerusalem. Later, he settled in Cairo, where he 
lectured, gave fatawa and served as Chief Judge (qaadi al-qudat). His writings 
include, among others, a voluminous commentary on the Sahih of al-Bukhari 
and a commentary on Kanz al-Daqaa^iq on Hanafi fiqh. 

Aisha bint Abu Bakr al-Sideeq jfc^ ^i <^tn] - see p. 437. 

al-Alaai, Salaah al-Deen [^SUI jjJI ] : Salaah al-Deen Khaleel ibn Kaikaldi (d. 
761) was born in Damascus. He learned hadith from Jamaal al-Deen al-Mizzi 
and fiqh from Burhaan al-Deen al-Fazaari and al-Kamaal al-Zamlikaani. He 
became one of the leading Shafi'ee scholars of his time. He produced many 
works in hadith, fiqh and Arabic language. He wrote one of the most important 
works on qawaaid fiqhiyah from the Shafi'ee perspective. 

al-Albaani, Muhammad Naasir al-Deen [^/Vl jj^ll j^>ti -^»->]: Al-Albaani is a 
contemporary author, originally from Albania and currently residing in Jordan. 
He was born in the capital of Albania in 1914 C.E. He is regarded by many as 
the most outstanding scholar of hadith today. He has done a great deal to help 
revive the study of hadith. His most important works, in which he discusses the 
status of hadith in the greatest detail, are Silsilat al-Ahaadeeth al-Saheehah 
(his own collection of authentic hadith, which currently has six volumes to it), 
Silsilat al-Ahaadeeth al-Dhaeefah (his own collection of weak hadith, 
currently at five volumes) and lrwaa al-Ghaleel fi Takhreej Ahadeeth Manaar 
al-Sabeel. 

Ali ibn Abu Taalib [~A^= ^ Ca Ali was one of the leading companions of the 
Prophet (peace be upon him). He was one of the first people to embrace Islam, 
embracing Islam while still a youth. He participated in most of the battles of 
the Prophet (peace be upon him). He married the Prophet's daughter Faatimah 
and later became the fourth caliph of Islam. He was well known for his insight 
and knowledge of the religion. He died in Kufah in 40 A.H./660 C.E. 

Ali ibn al-Madeeni [i^* 11 Cm u^]: Ali ibn al-Madeeni (161-234) was one of the 
greatest scholars of hadith. He was especially expert in the hidden defects of 
hadith that scholars sometimes do not notice. His students included Imam al- 
Bukhari, who once said about Ali, "I never considered myself little in front of 
anyone except in front of Ali ibn al-Madeeni." 

Alqamah ibn Qais al-Nakhai [i^*^ 1 Cm <^c]: Alqamah was born during the 
lifetime of the Prophet (peace be upon him) but did not see the Prophet (peace 
be upon him). He narrated hadith from Umar, Uthman, Ali, ibn Masood and 
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others. He was one of the most famous and best of ibn Masood's students. One 
early scholar stated, "If you have seen Alqamah, there is no harm for you in 
that you did not see Abdullah ibn Masood, for Alqamah was the closest in 
resembling him." Alqamah was considered a trustworthy narrator. He died in 
the year 61 or 62 A.H. 

Al-Amash [u^Snj: Al-Amash (61-148 A.H.) was one of the "minor Followers," having 
met only a few Companions. He met Anas ibn Malik and learned some hadith 
from him. His students included Abu Bakr ibn Ayyash, Wakee' and Sufyaan. 

Al-Amidi Saif al-Deen Abu al-Hasan Ali al-Taghlibi al-Amidi was a jurist, 

legal theorist and theologian born in Amid in 551/1 156. He went to Baghdad 
and from there to Syria and then to Cairo. He died in Damascus in 630/1233. 
His writings include al-Ihkam fi Usui al-Ahkam and Muntaha al-Sul 
concerning legal theory and Ghayat al-Maram fi 'Ilm al-Kalam in theology. 

Ammaar ibn Yaasir [j^i J-^]: Ammar ibn Yaasir al-Kanaani (d. 37/657) was one 
of the earliest Companions to embrace Islam. Both he and his parents suffered 
a great deal at the hands of the disbelieving Quraish. He built the first mosque 
in Islam at Quba, was appointed governor of Kufah by 'Umar ibn al-Khattab, 
joined the army of 'Ali and was killed at the battle of Siffin. 

Anas ibn Maalik a? o*^] - see p. 599. 

al-Arnaoot, Abdul Qaadir [-^jj^jVl jjliN J^]: Abdul Qaadir al-Arnaoot is a 
contemporary author whose family is from Bosnia. He is specialized in hadith. 
His most important work to date is a critical edition of ibn al-Atheer's Jaami 
al-Usool fi al-Ahaadeeth al-Rasool, in which he discusses the grades of all of 
the hadith in that work. 

al-Arnaoot, Shuaib [-^jj^j^l sj^]: Shuaib al-Aranoot is a contemporary author whose 
family moved from Albania to Damascus, where he was born in 1928 CE. He 
is one of the leading authorities in hadith today. Among his most important 
works is a complete critical rendition of ibn Hibbaan's Sahih. He, with a team 
of scholars, is currently publishing a critical edition of Imam Ahmad's 
Musnad. 

al-Ashari [i/j^Sfl] Abu al-Hasan (260/873-324/935) was the founder of the Asharite 
school of theology. Early in his life, he was a student and follower of the 
famous Mutazilite theologian al-Jubbaa i. However, at the age of forty he 
realized that the Mutazilite theology was in conflict with the Quran and 
sunnah. Therefore, he gave it up and developed a new theology. He found that 
his new theology was still somewhat influenced by his earlier thought and 
began to discard those ideas in favor of strict adherence to the texts of the 
Quran and sunnah, as followed by the early generations. In his last work, al- 
Ibaanah, he makes his position clear that he then adhered to the same path as 
that followed by Ahmad ibn Hanbal. 

Al-Ashqar, Umar [ji^Vl >•=■]: Umar al-Ashqar is a contemporary author who spent 
many years teaching in Kuwait but who is now teaching in Jordan. His Ph.D. is 
from al-Azhar University and it is about the concept of niyyah or intention. 

Ataa ibn Abu Ribaah [^j ^ a? Ataa was born in the year 27 A.H. and died in 
1 14 A.H. He narrated hadith from ibn Abbas, ibn Umar, Abdullah ibn Abbas 
and many others. He is said to have met two hundred of the Companions. He 
was the leading jurist in Makkah as his time. The narrations that have come 
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down from Ataa on the authority of ibn Abbas, however, are much less than 
those from Saeed or Mujaahid. 

Al-Auzaa'ee [^IjjXI]: Abdul al-Rahmaan ibn Amr al-Awzai'ee (88/707-157/774) was 
the Imam of the Syrians in hadith and fiqh. He first lived at al-Awza in 
Damascus, then moved to Beirut where he died. He composed a book on 
hadith, and his fiqh dominated Spain for some time. 

Ayoob al-Sakhtiyaani [^W^ 11 vji']: Abu Bakr Ayyoob al-Sakhtiyaani 
(66/685-131/748) was a great narrator of hadith and a leading jurist of Basra. 
He was extremely famous for his piety and simple living. 

Al-Baaji [^sUI],: Abu al-Waleed Sulayman ibn Khalaf al-Baaji (d. 474/1081) was a 
Spanish scholar of hadith, Maliki jurist and judge. He was born in Beja and 
died in Almeria, Spain. Among his important works was a commentary on the 
Muwatta of Imam Malik. 

Al-Baghawi [i/_>M]: Abu Muhammad al-Husayn Muhammad al-Baghawi (436/1044- 
516/1122) is the author of Sharh al-Sunnah, a multi-volume collection of 
hadith. He also compiled a commentary on the Quran, Ma'alim al-Tanzil, 
besides many other books. His tafseer is a classic work in which he interpreted 
the Quran in light of the Quran, hadith and statements of the early generations. 
He was also the one who compiled the work Mishkaat al-Sunnah which was 
later developed by al-Tabreezi to become Mishkaat al-Masaabeeh. 

Al-Baihaqi [^1] - see pp. 1 189-1 190. 

Baibars, al-Dhaahir [o-jm J^\. Baibars (625/1228-686/1277) was of the Kipchak 
Turks from the northern side of the Black Sea. He was a slave who was finally 
bought by Sultan al-Saalih Najm al-Deen Ayyoob, of the Ayyoobi rulers in 
Egypt. He became close to al-Saalih who freed him. Baibars became an 
excellent warrior and general. He won many battles against the Mongols and 
crusaders. He arranged to kill the Muslim leader Qutuz and he seized the 
throne, becoming the fourth of the Mamluk rulers. He was the ruler during a 
portion of al-Nawawi's life and it was he who al-Nawawi came into conflict 
with on occasion. 

Al-Bugha, Mustafa [M 1 ji^"' ]: Mustafa al-Bugha is a contemporary author living in 
Syria. He has written a number of works including, co-authored with Muhyi al- 
Deen Mistu, a very useful commentary on al-Nawawi's Forty Hadith, Al-Waafi 
fi Sharh al-Arbaeen al-Nawawiyah. He has also co-authored some simple 
works on fiqh based on the Shafi'ee school of fiqh. He, with others, has also 
finished a commentary on al-Nawawi's Riyaadh al-Saaliheen. 

Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Ismaaeel [i/j^M 1 Jjc-U"! - see pp. 171-172. 

Al-Daaraqutni [^J-*] - see pp. 1 122-1123. 

Al-Daarimi [^j^l] - see pp. 1039-1040. 

al-Dhahabi Muhammad al-Dhahabi (673/1274-748/1348) was one of the 

greatest scholars and critic of hadith and a distinguished historian. He lived 
and died in Damascus. He is the author of about hundred books, most 
important of which are Tadhkirat al-Huffaadh (biographies of some of the 
greatest scholars in history), Meezaan al-'Itidaal fi Naqd al-Rijaal (a 
compendium and discussion of criticized narrators), Tajreed Asma al-Sahabah 
(a work about the companions of the Prophet, peace be upon him), al- 
Mustadrak 'ala Mustadrak al-Haakim (a critique of al-Haakim's Mustadrak). 
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In the field of history, he wrote Duwal al-lslaam, Tareekh al-lslaam al-Kabeer 
(thirty-six volumes) in history, and Siyar A' lam al-Nubala (twenty-three 
volumes). 

Al-Dhahhaak [liiU^ll]; ibn al-Qasim al-Dahhaak ibn Muzaahim (102/720) was a noted 
scholar of the Quran. He was a student of Saeed ibn Jubayr, from whom he 
received many narrations from ibn Abbaas. 

Fareed, Ahmad ■»**•!]: Ahmad Fareed is a contemporary author living in Egypt. He 
has written a number of small but inspiring works related to tazkiyyah and 
taqwa. Some of his works have been translated into English. 

Al-Fudhail ibn Iyaadh [lM*- Cm J*^ 1 ]: Al-Fudhail was an early, well-respected 
scholar of Islam. He was born in Samarqand, lived in Abeeward and then 
traveled seeking knowledge. He studied under Mansoor ibn Saeed, al-Amash, 
Ataa ibn al-Saaib, Yahya ibn Saeed al-Ansaari, ibn Abu Lailah and many 
others. His students included Abdullah ibn al-Mubaarak, Yahya al-Qattaan, 
Abdul Rahmaan ibn Mahdi, al-Shafi'ee and numerous others. He was known to 
be a trustworthy narrator and scholar of hadith. His narrations are found in al- 
Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Daawood and numerous other works. Due to his 
numerous profound words of wisdom, al-Fudhail is quoted in numerous books, 
such as al-Ghazzaali's Ihyaa Uloom al-Deen, ibn Rajab's Jaami al-Uloom wa 
al-Hikm and so forth. 

Al-Ghazzaali [^y^\: Abu Haamid Muhammad al-Ghazzaali (450/1058-550/1111) 
was known for his profound criticism of Greek philosophy and the defense of 
Islamic faith, although mostly the Ashari approach to faith. He was born at 
Tus. He studied fiqh and kalam with Imam al-Haramayn al-Juwayni. He taught 
in Baghdad, but later gave that up and pursued a Sufi tareeqah. He finally 
settled in his home town and devoted himself to writing and teaching. His 
writings include many books on Shafi'ee legal theory, most important being al- 
Mustasfa fi llm al-Usool. He is most famous for his Ihyaa 'Uloom al-Deen, a 
big of great benefit but also open to much valid criticism. 

Al-Haakim [pSUll]: Abu Abdullah al-Naisaaboori (321/933-405/1014) was the greatest 
scholar of hadith at his time. He traveled widely and had over 2,000 teachers. 
He has written a number of books on hadith and made a collection entitled 
Mustadrak ala Sahihain. Unfortunately, though, his grading of hadith was 
somewhat lax and, therefore, many non-authentic hadith are present in this 
work. He was called al-Haakim because he was appointed the magistrate of 
Naisaaboor and remained in that post for some time. 

Al-Haarith ibn Aasim [r^- Cm ^j^I] - see p. 864. 

Al-Haitami, Ahmad ibn Hajr [^^l Cm •>•«■']: Al-Haitami (909/1504-974/1567) 
was a Shafi'ee scholar from Egypt. He studied at al-Azhar. He lived and wrote 
for many years in Makkah. He wrote a commentary on al-Nawawi's Minhaaj 
al-Taalibeen, entitled Tuhfah al-Muhtaaj bi Sharh al-Minhaaj. He also wrote a 
commentary on the Forty Hadith of al-Nawawi, Fath al-Mubeen li-Sharh al- 
Arbaeen. 

Al-Haithami, Noor al-Deen Ali ibn Abu Bakral-Haithami (735/1335- 

807/1405) was born in Cairo. He was a Shafi'ee scholar and expert in hadith. 
He gave special attention to the works of al-Tabaraani (concerning which very 
little work had been done) and, in a work entitled Majma al-Bahrain, 
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attempted to discuss the authenticity of the works found in al-Tabaraani's two 
major works and not in the six works. His most famous work is Majma al- 
Zawaaid wa Manba al-Fawaaid, in which he collected the hadith not found in 
the standard six works of hadith but collected in al-Tabaraani's works, 
Ahmad's Musnad and other collections of hadith. After almost every hadith, he 
gives a comment or two about the chain of narrators. 

Hasan, Ahmad [o^- J**']: Ahmad Hasan is a contemporary scholar born in 1932 in 
India. In the English language, he has the most in-depth works on Islamic legal 
theory, including a work on analogy and consensus. In addition, he translated 
Sunan Abu Dawood into English and, apparently, he is working on a new 
translation with commentary of Sahih al-Bukhari. 

Al-Hasan ibn Ali ibn Abu Taalib [m^ ^ o> ^ o> O"*^ 1 ] - see pp. 565-566. 

Al-Hasan al-Basri [^>^JI o-^ 1 ]: al-Hasan al-Basri (21/642-110/728) was from the 
"major followers," meaning he had met a large number of companions. He was 
a great scholar, prolific narrator of hadith, commentator on the Quran, a jurist, 
preacher and ascetic. Al-Hasan was born two years before the death of Umar 
ibn al-Khataab. He narrated from Ali, ibn Umar, Anas and many others. 

Al-Hilaali, Saleem [i^* 11 f£~]: Saleem al-Hilaali is a contemporary author living in 
Jordan. He is a student of al-Albaani. He has written a commentary on al- 
Nawawi's Riyaadh al-Saaliheen. In addition, he has produced a critical edition 
of al-Nawawi's al-Adhkaar, in which he discusses the grades of the hadith. He 
has also published an abridgement of ibn Rajab's classic Jaami al-Uloom wa 
al-Hikm. 

Hudhaifah Abu Abdullah Hudhayfah ibn al-Yamaan (d. 36/656) was a 

Companion of the Prophet (peace be on him) famous for his chivalry. He had 
the distinction that the Prophet (peace be on him) had informed him of the 
names of the hypocrites. He took part in various battles during the reign of 
'Umar ibn al-Khattab, who appointed him the governor of al-Madain where he 
died. 

Ibn Abbaas [lA*- O* 1 ] - see p. 735. 

Ibn Abdul Barr a* O* 1 ]: Abu Umar Yoosuf ibn Abdullah Ibn Abdul Barr 
(368/978-463/1071) was a great Maliki scholar of Cordoba in Andalus. For a 
period of time he acted as the Supreme Judge of Lisbon (now the capital of 
Portugal). His writings include al-Istiaab fi Marifat al-Ashaab (a biographical 
work on the Companions of the Prophet (peace be on him)), al-Tamheed li ma 
fi al-Muwatta min al-Ma'ani wa-l-Asaaneed (a commentary on the hadith in 
Imam Malik's Muwatta), Jaami' Bayaan al-'llm wa Fadlihi and others. 

Ibn Abideen, Muhammad Ameen [urt^ u*°\ Muhammad Ameen ibn Umar 
(1198/1784-1252/1836) was born in Damascus. He became perhaps the 
greatest Hanafi scholar of his time. His most important work was Haashiyah 
al-Radd al-Muhtaar ala al-Durr al-Mukhtaar. This work is a compendium of 
Hanafi fiqh in which he strives to distinguish the correct Hanafi views from the 
weak ones. 

Ibn Abu Haatim ^ 0*1]: Ibn Abu Haatim was a great scholar of tafseer and 
hadith, the son of one of the greatest scholars of hadith (Abu Haatim al-Raazi). 
His important works include a biographical dictionary of a large number of 
narrators of hadith. Ibn Abu Haatim lived during the same time as al-Tabari, 
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al-Bukhari, Muslim, al-Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud and many other scholars. His 
students included ibn Hibbaan, al-Haakim and ibn Mundah. 

Ibn Abu al-Izz [>ll ^ 0*1]: Sadruddin Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Ala al-Deen Ali Abu al-Izz 
Saalih (731/1331-792/1390) was born in Damascus. Ibn Abu al-Izz grew up in a 
family of Hanafi scholars and judges. All of the schools wherein he taught were 
dedicated to the teaching of Hanafi fiqh. And the judgeship he served was also 
that of a Hanafi judge. However, he himself was against the blind following of 
any particular school and he even wrote a short treatise on that question. He is 
probably most famous for his informative commentary on al-Tahaawi's short 
creed. This work, known as Sharh al-Aqeedah al-Tahaawiyyah, is considered an 
excellent presentation of the correct beliefs based on the Quran, sunnah and way 
of the Companions and their followers. 

Ibn Abu Shaibah O* 1 ]: Abu Bakr Abdullah ibn Abu Shaibah (d. 235/849) was a 

leading scholar of hadith from Kufah. He is the author of al-Musannaf fi al- 
Ahaadeeth wa al-Athar, a Musnad and other books. 

Ibn Adi [i/jc c^\. Abu Ahmad Abdullah ibn Adi al-Jurjaani (277-365) was originally 
from Jurjaan but traveled far and wide seeking knowledge. He became one of 
the prominent scholars of hadith in his time. He best known work is a large 
work discussing weak narrators, entitled al-Kaamil fi Dhuafaa al-Rijaal. 

Ibn Arabi [^j^ a?']: Abu Bakr Muhiy al-Deen Muhammad ibn Ali al-Taa'i, commonly 
known as ibn 'Arabi (560/1165-638/1240), was born in Murcia (Spain) and 
died in Damascus. He expounded and elaborated the philosophy of wahdat 
al-wujood (pantheism, monism). Although some of his writings are filled with 
statements that are apparently clearly kufr, his followers and devotees have 
done their best to reinterpret such statements to make them acceptable 
according to the shareeah. 

ibn al- Arabi [i^j^ O* 1 ]: Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn 'Abdullah ibn Muhammad, 
commonly known as ibn al-' Arabi, was a scholar of the Quran, hadith and 
Maliki fiqh. He was born in Ishbiliah, Spain in 468/1085. He served there as a 
judge. He died in 543/1 148 in al-Adwa in the East and was buried in Fas. His 
writings include Ahkaam al-Quran, al-Masalik fi Sharh Muwatta Malik and al- 
Qawaasim wa al- 'Awaasim. 

Ibn Ashoor [jj^ O* 1 ]: Muhammad al-Taahir ibn Ashoor (d. 1393 C.E.) was the head 
of the Mufti Malikis in Tunisia. He was the head scholar of the university of 
Zaitoonah. His writings include Maqaasid al-Shareeah al-Islaamiyah (a book 
on the goals of the shareeah) and a tafseer entitled al-Tahreer wa al-Tanweer. 

Ibn al-Atheer jjI]: Majd al-Deen Abu al-Sadaat al-Mubaarak ibn al-Atheer al- 
Jazari (d. 606/1 209) is famous for his Jaami' al-Usool fi Ahaadeeth al-Rasool 
in which he put together the hadith of al-Bukhari, Muslim, al-Tirmidhi, Abu 
Dawud, al-Nasaai and the Muwatta of Malik. He also compiled a dictionary of 
difficult words found in hadith, al-Nihaayah fi Ghareeb al-Hadeeth wa-l- 
Athar. 

Ibn al-Attaar [jU«JI o* 1 ]: Alaa al-Deen ibn Ibraaheem ibn al-Attaar (654-724) was a 
Shafi'ee scholar who studied with scholars throughout the Hijaz, Naabilus and 
Egypt. However, he became a devoted student of al-Nawawi and stayed with 
him exclusively for six years. He was so knowledgeable of al-Nawawi's 
teachings that he became to be known as, "the abridger of al-Nawawi." Among 
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his works was a biography of al-Nawawi entitled, Tuhfah al-Taalibeen fi 
Tarjumah al-Imaam Muhyi al-Deen. 
Ibn Baaz, Abdul Azeez [J-> o> jaj^' Abdul Azeez ibn Abdullah is a contemporary 
scholar who was born in Riyadh in 1330 A.H. His teachers included 
Muhammad ibn Ibraaheem, the past Mufti of Saudi Arabia. He has been blind 
since his youth but his well-known for his great memory, especially in the field 
of hadith. He taught for many years and was also the Chancellor of the Islamic 
University in Madinah. He is currently the Grand Mufti and President of the 
General Presidency of Islamic Research, Ifta, Call and Propagation of Saudi 
Arabia. 

Ibn Daqeeq al-Eid lH 1 ]: Muhammad ibn Ali al-Qushairi (d. 702/1 302), known 

was ibn Daqeeq al-Eid, was born in Yanbu in the Hijaz. He was a Shafi'ee 
scholar who had studied in Damascus, Alexandria and Cairo. One of his 
greatest contributions was a study of hadith related to ahkaam (hadith related 
to law and legal matters). He also wrote a short but useful commentary on al- 
Nawawi 's Forty Hadith. 

Ibn Hajr [j**- lW 1 ]: Abu al-Fadl Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Hajr al-Asqellaani (773-852) was 
the greatest scholar of hadith at his time. For ten years he studied under the 
renowned scholar Zain al-Deen al-Iraaqi who had done so much to revive the 
study of hadith. Ibn Hajr wrote at least 150 works. His commentary, Fath al- 
Baari, on Sahih al-Bukhari is one of the definitive works of Islam. He also 
wrote al-Isaaba fi Tamyeez al-Sahaaba which is a work on the Companions. In 
the field of biographical dictionaries he compiled such masterpieces as 
Tahdheeb al-Tahdheeb, Taqreeb al-Tahdheeb and Lisaan al-Meezaan. 

Ibn Hazm [(>>• o^\- Abu Muhammad Ali ibn Hazm (384/994-456/1064) was a man of 
letters and a poet, Dhaahiri in fiqh, rationalist in theology, and a historian of 
theology. He was born in Cordoba. His writings include al-Muhalla in fiqh, al- 
Ihkaam fi Usool al-Ahkaam in principles of jurisprudence, and al-Fasl fi-l- 
Milal wa-l-Ahwa wa-l-Nihal in theology. 

Ibn Hibbaan [uW*- lw 1 ]: Abu Haatim Muhammad ibn Hibbaan al-Tameemi al-Busti (d. 
354/965) was born in Afghanistan. He was known to be a Shafi'ee scholar but 
his greatest contribution was in the field of hadith. He attempted to make a 
collection of only authentic hadith which has become known as Saheeh ibn 
Hibbaan. However, he arranged it in such a way that only one who had read or 
was familiar with the book would be able to find its particular hadith. 
Therefore, a later scholar, al-Faarisi, rearranged the work according to topic. 
He also has an important book on trustworthy narrators, Kitaab al-Thiqaat, as 
well as one on weak and rejected narrators, Kitaab al-Majrooheen min al- 
Muhaditheen wa al-Dhuafaa wa al-Matrookeen. 

Ibn al-Humaam [fW^ Kamaal al-Deen Muhammad ibn Abdul Waahid ibn al- 
Humaam (790/1388-861/1457) was born in Alexandria, Egypt and died in 
Cairo. He spent must of his time in Makkah, Madinah and Aleppo. He was an 
excellent Hanafi jurist and wrote Fath al-Qadeer, a commentary on the 
standard Hanafi work by al-Marghinaani al-Hidaayah. Unfortunately, he did 
not finish that work and others have finished the work based on his 
methodology. 
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Ibn Jamaah, Badr al-Deen [^Lu ^ j±y. ibn Jamaah (d. 733), one of al-Nawawi's 
students, was a leading Shafi'ee jurist and scholar of hadith. He was also a 
judge for many years. 

Ibn al-Jauzi [ifjytf Abdul Rahmaan ibn Ali ibn al-Jauzi (508/1114-597/1201) 
was from Baghdad. He was a great scholar experienced in Hanbali fiqh, hadith, 
tafseer, Arabic grammar and history. His tafseer, Zaad al-Maseer, is excellent 
for recording and discussing the different interpretations of each verse. He also 
compiled one of the largest collections of fabricated hadith (recently published 
in four volumes), although he was very harsh in that area and included many 
hadith in that collection that other scholars do not consider fabricated. 

Ibn Katheer [J& j* 1 ]: Imad al-Din ibn Katheer (700/1301-774/1372) was a scholar of 
tafseer, language, fiqh, history and hadith. He was a student of ibn Taimiya and 
the introduction to his tafseer was actually taken directly from one of ibn 
Taimiya's works. Ibn Katheer was born in Jandal in the province of Basrah and 
then moved to Damascus where he died. His works include the famous 
commentary of the Quran, entitled Tafseer al-Qur"an al- 'Azim, a voluminous 
work on history, al-Bidaayah wa al-Nihaayah, a summary of ibn Salah's 
Uloom al-Hadith, and Kutub al-Huda fi Ahaadeeth al-Masaaneed wa al- 
Sunan and al-Takmeel fi Ma'rifat al-Thiqaat wa-l-Dhuafaa wa-l-Majaheel. 

Ibn Khuzaima [-^d* lh 1 ]: Muhammad ibn Ishaaq ibn Khuzaima (223/838-311/924) 
was from Persia and traveled widely in search of knowledge, to Iraq, Syria, 
Arabia and Egypt. He made a hadith collection, Mukhtasar al-Mukhtasar, that 
is known as Saheeh ibn Khuzaimah. 

Ibn Maajah - see pp. 1 132-1 133. 

Ibn Masood, Abdullah Ca ^ see pp. 392-393. 

Ibn al-Mubaarak [^jM 1 Abu Abdul Rahmaan Abdullah ibn al-Mubaarak 
(118/736-181/797) was a famous scholar of hadith. He traveled a great deal 
and collected hadith. He lived off of trade, participated in jihad and gave 
generously for the sake of Allah. He made a collection of hadith on jihad and 
another on al-riqaq ("words that soften the heart"). He was born in Marwa and 
died in Hit near al-Raqqah in Iraq. 

Ibn al-Qayyim [fj® i>']: Shams al-Deen Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn al-Qayyim, 
commonly known as ibn al-Qayyim or ibn Qayyim al-Jauziyyah, was an 
eminent scholar of the Quran, hadith, fiqh and principles of jurisprudence. He 
was known for his inspiring and moving writings. He was born in Damascus 
where he studied with his teacher ibn Taimiya for sixteen years and became his 
most distinguished disciple. His writings include Zaad al-Ma'ad (a work on 
the life and practice of the Prophet), I'laam al-Muwaqi'een in jurisprudence, 
and Madaarij al-Saalikeen (a commentary on the Sufi text Manaazil al- 
Saa ireen by Abdullah al-Ansaari al-Haruwi covering tazkiyah). 

Ibn Qudaamah (>>]: Muwaffaq al-Deen Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Qudaamah 
(541/1 146-620/1233) was from Palestine. He came from a family that is known 
for its great scholarship in the Hanbali school of fiqh. Muwaffaq al-Deen wrote 
one of the greatest works in fiqh, al-Mughni, which goes well beyond the 
confines of the Hanbali opinions. 

Ibn Rajab [s^j 0*']: Abu al-Faraj Abdul Rahmaan ibn Shihaab al-Deen ibn Rajab 
(736-795) was born in Baghdad. He came from a family well-known for its 
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religious learning and scholarship. He traveled to Damascus, Egypt and other 
places to attain knowledge. In fact, he has an impressive list of teachers which 
includes Khaleel al-Alaai. He was a great Hanbali jurist and wrote a large 
number of books covering a large range of topics. Among his most useful 
works is Jaami al-Uloom wa al-Hikm, which is an in depth commentary on 
fifty hadith of the Prophet (peace be upon him), the forty-two hadith from al- 
Nawawi's Forty Hadith and an additional eight hadith added by ibn Rajab. He 
also has a very important commentary on Sahih al-Bukhaari, entitled Fath al- 
Baari; unfortunately, he was not able to complete that work. 
Ibn Rushd [-^j uj']: Abu al-Waleed Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Rushd, the great 
Spanish jurist, judge and philosopher, was born in Cordoba in 520/1 126 and 
died in Morocco in 595/1199. His writings include a very popular work on 
comparative fiqh, Bidaayat al-Mujtahid wa Nihaayat al-Muqtasid, a refutation 
of al-Ghazzaali's refutation of philosophy, Tahafut al-Tahafut, and an 
exposition of his own method in theology, al-Kashf an Manahif al-Adillah fi 
'Aqaaid al-Millah. 

Ibn al-Salaah [c^l^ 1 Uthmaan ibn Abdul Rahmaan ibn Uthmaan ibn al-Salaah (d. 
643) was the mufti and scholar of hadith for al-Shaam region. He traveled in 
search of knowledge to many different countries, settled in Jerusalem and then 
later moved to Damascus. He was known for his piety and fear of Allah. He 
wrote many important books, especially in the field of hadith. His 
"Introduction" to the field {Muqaddimah) became the standard work in the 
field for many years afterwards. 

Ibn Seereen [lhj*" lU 1 ]: Ibn Seereen (33-1 10) was the son of an ex-slave (his father) of 
Anas ibn Malik and the ex-slave (his mother) of Abu Bakr. He was born during 
the time of Uthmaan. He met about thirty Companions and narrated hadith 
from Zaid ibn Thabit, Anas ibn Malik, Abu Huraira, Hudhaifa ibn al-Yaman 
and others. Al-Shuba, al-Auzaai'ee, Maalik ibn Deenaar and others narrated 
hadith from him. 

Ibn Taimiya, Ahmad i> Ahmad ibn Taimiya (661/1263-728/1328) came 
from a Hanbali family known for its piety and religious knowledge. Ibn 
Taimiya spent most of his life in Damascus. He struggled against the numerous 
innovations that had appeared among the Muslims, related to beliefs, tazkiyyah 
and everyday practices. He called people to return to the true Islam of the 
Quran, the sunnah and the way of the Companions. His writings were very 
convincing and filled with irrefutable arguments from the Quran and sunnah. 
Besides being a great intellect, he was also a mujaahid and he fought valiantly 
against the Tartars and others. Some of his most important students included 
ibn al-Qayyim, ibn Katheer and al-Dhahabi. His influence continues to this day 
and is felt throughout the world. Much of his writings were compiled in a 
thirty-seven volume set entitled Majmoo Fatawa Shaikh al-Islaam ibn 
Taimiya. 

Ibn Umar, Abdullah [j**- o^ 1 see pp. 334-335. 

Ibn Uthaimeen, Muhammad ibn Saalih [oi^- oi oi Muhammad ibn 

Uthaimeen is a contemporary scholar who was born in Unaiza, Saudi Arabia in 
1347 A.H. He studied with scholars such as Abdul Rahmaan al-Saadi and 
Muhammad Ameen al-Shanqeeti. He is respected as one of the more well- 
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grounded jurists of the present time. He is currently teaching at the Qaseem 
Branch of Muhammad ibn Saud Islamic University. 

Ibraaheem al-Waasiti [c^*"' jfl j^J*' J^] Abu Ishaaq Ibraheem al-Waasiti (d. 692) 
was one of al-Nawawi's teachers. He was a Hanbali jurist and toward the end 
of his life, he was in charge of Daar al-Hadeeth al-Dhaahiriyyah. He was well- 
known for his piety and his affect on the people's hearts. 

Idris, Jaafar Sheikh 6*** J**H' Jaafar Idris is a contemporary scholar from 

Sudan. He received a Ph.D. in philosophy from the University of London. He 
taught for many years at Muhammad ibn Saud Islamic University in Riyadh 
and the Institute of Islamic and Arabic Sciences in America. He is currently 
associated with the American Open University. He has written a number of 
articles on modern thought and its Islamic critique. 

Ikrimah [VjSc.]: Abu Abdullah Ikramah was a Berber slave of ibn Abbaas, freed after 
the death of his master by the latter's son, Ali. He distinguished himself as a 
scholar of the Quran. Al-Sha'bi said about him, "There is no one on the earth 
more knowledgeable about the Book of Allah than Ikrimah." 

Imaam al-Haramain al-Juwaini [^^l os-j^ 1 rM]: Abu al-Maali Abdul Maalik al- 
Juwayni (419/1028-478/1085), commonly known as Imaam al-Haramayn, was 
a great Shafi'ee legal theorist and one of the leaders of the Asharis during his 
time. He was originally from Juwayn, a small town in the vicinity of Nishaboor 
in Iran. Before his death, he is recorded to have repented from the 
philosophical beliefs that he had held that went against the Quran and sunnah. 

Al-Iraaqi, Zain al-Deen [i^'j^ 1 a^ 1 Qu]: Abdul Rahmaan ibn al-Husain al-Iraaqi 
(725/1325-806/1404) was from a Kurdish family and born in Iraq. He later 
moved to Cairo. He became one of the leading Shafi'ee scholars and scholars 
of hadith at his time. Among his many students was ibn Hajr. One of his most 
important works is a detailed study of the hadith used by al-Ghazzaali in his 
Ihyaa Uloom al-Deen, a work notorious for its use of weak and unacceptable 
hadith. 

Al-Irbaadh ibn Saariyah Ca o^-jj^'] - see p. 1046. 

Ishaaq ibn Ahmad al-Maghribi al-Maqdisi [^-^1 c^L>*^l tl>? J^*"]]: 

Ishaaq (d. 650 A.H.) was one of the teachers of al-Nawawi. He was originally 
from North Africa but moved to al-Shaam. He became one of the leaders of the 
Shafi'ees there and directed the Rawaahiyah school for some twenty years. He 
was known for his piety. Al-Nawawi himself spoke very highly of him in the 
beginning of his Tahdheeb al-Asmaa wa al-Laughaat. 

Ishaaq ibn Raahawaih ["S>j*U ot j^*-"!]: Abu Muhammad Ishaaq ibn Ibraaheem 
Rahawaih (161/778-238/952) was a most distinguished scholar of hadith in 
Khurasaan. Al-Bukhari, Muslim, al-Tirmidhi and other scholars of hadith have 
recorded his hadith. Some scholars prefer to pronounce his name Rahooyah. 

Jaabir ibn Abdullah oi jh-] - see pp. 847-848. 

Jad ibn Dirham Ca Jad ibn Dirham (d. 1 18/736) was the teacher of Marwan 
ibn Muhammad, the governor of Iraq during the reign of Hishaam ibn Abdul 
Maalik. He also influenced the views of al-Jahm ibn Safwan, the founder of the 
Jahmiyah. Ja'd believed that man had no free will, that the Quran is created, 
that Allah did not speak to Moses, and that Allah did not take Abraham as an 
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intimate friend. On account of these blasphemies, Khaalid al-Qasri, the 
governor of Iraq, killed him. 

Jahm ibn Safwaan [o'j*^ oi j**^]: Jahm ibn Safwan was the founder of the Jahmiyah. 
He was born in Khurasan and lived his early years in Tirmidh. He debated with 
Buddhists, leading him to complete skepticism. After forty days he regained 
faith in God but, following Jad ibn Dirham, he denied that God had attributes 
over and above His Essence. He also denied freedom of will and the eternity of 
Paradise and Hell. He was killed in a battle against the Umayyads. 

Kamali, Mohammad Hashim: Dr. Kamali is a Professor of Law at the International 
Islamic University in Malaysia. He has been teaching there since 1985. He was 
born into a religious family in Afghanistan in 1944. His work, Principles of 
Islamic Jurisprudence, is one of the most comprehensive introductions to 
Islamic legal theory available in English. 

Al-Khateeb al-Baghdaadi [i/jlJiJI Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn Ali, known as Al- 

Khateeb al-Baghdaadi, (392/1002-463/1072) was an expert in the science of 
knowing the narrators. He compiled the work Tareekh Baghdaad which is a 
voluminous work on the narrators of hadith who had lived in or passed through 
Baghdad. He compiled about 56 books on almost every aspect of the hadith 
sciences. For example, he wrote a work on travelling in search of hadith as 
well as one on how to transmit hadith. His best known work in the field of 
hadith was probably al-Kifaaya fi Urn al-Riwaaya. He left the Hanbali school 
of thought and joined the Shafi'ee school of thought and he had to suffer the 
consequences of such a change. He was known as the haafidh (preserver of 
knowledge) of the East while his contemporary ibn Abdul Barr was known as 
the haafidh of the West. 

Al-Khattaabi [i^U^I]: Abu Sulaimaan Hamad ibn Muhammad al-Khattaabi came from 
Bust in Afghanistan. He traveled widely in search of religious knowledge, to 
Makkah, Basra, Baghdad and Naisaboor. He wrote an excellent commentary 
on Abu Da wood's Sunan, Maalim al-Sunan. This work has been quoted and 
used by all of the major hadith commentators who came afterwards. 

Al-Khallaal fJlUlt]: Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Khallaal (d. 310/922) was a 
leading scholar of hadith and a Hanbali jurist at Baghdad. 

Al-Laith ibn Saad [*~ o> >^fX]: Abu al-Haarith al-Laith ibn Saad (94/713-175/791) 
was the most famous scholar of Egypt of his time and an eminent jurist. 
Al-Shafi'ee has said that he was a better jurist than Malik. He did not have 
excellent students like those of the other masters to develop his fiqh, so his fiqh 
soon died out. He was born in Khurasaan. He served as a judge in Cairo, where 
he died. 

Al-Laalakaai [^^i^ 1 ]: Abu al-Qaasim Hibatullah ibn al-Hasan al-Tabari al-Laalakaai 
(d. 418/1027) was a scholar of hadith, a Shafi'i jurist and a theologian. He was 
originally from Iran but settled in Baghdad and died in Dinaur. His writings 
include Sharh Usool Itiqaad Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama 'ah, Madhahib AM al- 
Sunnah, Kitaab Rijaal al-Sahaabah, Karamaat al-Auliyaa" and others. 

Maalik ibn Anas [o^ o> - see pp. 1 1 58-1 1 59. 

Maalik ibn Dinaar oi Abu Yahya Maalik ibn Dinaar (d. 131/748) hailed 
from Basra. He met Anas ibn Maalik of the Companions. He studied under al- 
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Hasan al-Basri, ibn Seereen and others. He was known for his zuhd and 
insightful statements. 

Al-Maawardi, Abu al- Hasan Ali [i/JjjW u^- O**^ 1 j*']: Al-Maawardi (364/974- 
450/1058) was born in Basra and held important judicial posts under the 
Abbasid khaleefah al-Qaaim bi-Amri-llaah. He is one of the leading Shafi'ee 
scholars throughout history. He has written a large work on Shafi'ee fiqh 
entitled al-Haawi. He also wrote a very useful commentary on the Quran. 
However, he may be best known for his writing on the rules of government, 
Ahkaam al-Sultaaniyyah. 

Makhool [cb^]: Abu Abdullah Makhool (d. 1 12/730) ibn Abu Muslim was born in 
Kabul, Afghanistan. He was a freed slave who dedicating his time to learning. 
He lived in Syria and was respected as one of its leading scholars. 

Maudoodi, Abul Ala [^j^y jp]: Abul Ala Maudoodi was a Muslim leader of 
this century and the founder of the Jamaat Islami in Pakistan. He passed away 
in 1979 C.E. Very active in trying to establish a true Islamic state, Maudoodi 
was imprisoned on a number of occasions. Maudoodi wrote numerous books 
and a large number of them have been translated into English. The goal of the 
Tqfhim al-Quran, his commentary on the Quran, was to present the meaning of 
the Quran to the Urdu speaking populous of Pakistan/India in such a way that 
its meaning would be very clear to the masses. Two different translations (an 
earlier one and then a revised one with improved English) are available in 
English. 

Mistu, Muhy al-Deen u^ 1 t^*-]: Muhy al-Deen Mistu is a contemporary author 
living in Syria. He has written a number of works including, co-authored with 
Mustafa Bugha, a very useful commentary on al-Nawawi's Forty Hadith, Al- 
Waafi fi Sharh al-Arbaeen al-N awawiyah. He has also co-authored some 
simple works on fiqh based on the Shafi'ee school of fiqh. He, with others, has 
also finished a commentary on al-Nawawi's Riyaadh al-Saaliheen. He also has 
co-authored some works on the life of the Prophet (peace be upon him). 

Al-Mizzi, Jamaal al-Deen o^l JU»]: Yoosuf al-Mizzi (d. 744), a student of al- 
Nawawi, became one of the greatest scholars of hadith, as he traveled to gather 
knowledge of hadith for twenty years. He was known for his good character 
and politeness. He compiled a biographical dictionary of hadith narrators 
entitled Tahdheeb al-Kamaal fi Asmaa al-Rijaal, which became the standard 
for many later works, such as ibn Hajr's Tahdheeb al-Tahdheeb. 

Muaadh ibn Jabal [ ds> oi il H - see pp. 696-697. 

Muaawiyah Muawiyah was the son of Abu Sufyan Sakhr ibn Harb ibn 

Umayyah. He embraced Islam in 8 A.H., when Makkah was conquered. As a 
scribe of the Prophet (peace be on him), he was from those who was given the 
job of recording the Quranic revelations. He served as governor of Jordan at 
the time of Umar and of all of Syria at the time of Uthmaan. When Ali became 
the caliph, he did not submit to him. This led to the Battle of Siffeen. After 
Ali's death, his son Hasan handed over the caliphate to Mu'awiyah in 41 A.H. 
Mu'awiyah continued to rule until his death in 60/680. He was the founder of 
the Umayyad rule and a great administrator. 

Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Shaibaani [^W^ i>^l & Abu Abdullah 

Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Shaibaani (131/748-189/864) was, along with Abu 
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Yoosuf, the most distinguished disciple of Abu Hanifah. He also studied under 
Imam Malik and passed on the entire Muwatta from Malik himself. He was 
born in Waasit and spent his early years in Kufah where he joined the company 
of Abu Hanifah. Later, he moved to Baghdad and was appointed judge. He 
died in al-Ray. Hanafi fiqh owes more to him for its development than to 
anyone else. His works include al-Mabsoot (a compendium of fiqh), al-Siyar 
(in international law), al-Hujjah ala ahl al-Madinah, al-Jaami al-Kabeer and 
al-Jaami al-Sagheer. 

Mujaahid Mujaahid ibn Jabar was born in the year 2 1 A.H. during the caliphate 

of Umar ibn al-Khataab. He died in Makkah in the year 104 A.H., while he 
was in the act of prostration. He was considered an extremely trustworthy 
narrator. Al-Shafi'ee and al-Bukhari relied upon his narrations. Many of his 
reports may be found in Sahih al-Bukhari in, "The Book of Tafseer" . 
Mujaahid as the youngest of ibn Abbas' major students in tafseer. At the same 
time, he was one of the best and most reliable narrators on ibn Abbas' 
authority. Mujaahid stated, "I read the Quran to ibn Abbas three times and I 
stopped after every verse, asking, 'Concerning what and when was that 
revealed?'" Ibn Abu Mulaikah said, "I saw Mujaahid asking ibn Abbas 
concerning tafseer of the Quran and he had his tablets with him. Ibn Abbas 
said, 'Record,' until he had asked him about all of the tafseer" Sufyan al- 
Thauri said about Mujaahid, "If the tafseer comes from Mujaadid, that should 
suffice for you." 

Al-Munaawi, Abdul Raoof [igj>*& J* J: Al-Munaawi (952/1545-1031/1622) 

was a Shafi'ee scholar who lived in Cairo. He produced a number of works, 
perhaps the most important being related to hadith. For example, he wrote a 
commentary on al-Suyooti's al-Jaami al-Sagheer, entitled Faidh al-Qadeer. 
Through lack of food and sleep, he became ill and weak, leading up to his 
death. 

Muslim ibn al-Hajjaaj al-Naisaboori [i^jM^i^ jW^Jl - see pp. 172-173. 

Naafi [£>'->]: Al-Naafi (d. 1 17) was an ex-slave of Abdullah ibn Umar ibn al-Khattaab. 
He was one of the Major Followers and one of the early jurists. Imam Malik 
was one of his closest companions and students. Al-Bukhari said that the most 
authentic chain is Malik an Naafi an Ibn Umar. He related hadith from Abu 
Saeed al-Khudri, Aisha and Hafsa, although many of his reports on their 
authority are mursal. Abdullah ibn Dinaar, al-Zuhri, al-Auzaa'ee, ibn Ishaaq 
and Ibn Juraij related hadith on his authority. The Caliph Umar ibn Abdul Aziz 
sent him to Egypt to teach the people there about Islam. 

Al-Nakhai, Ibraaheem [^^^ f^Lw!]: Ibraaheem ibn Yazeed ibn Qays al-Aswad 
al-Nakhai (46/666-96/715) was one of the most eminent Successors. He 
distinguished himself as a jurist; in fact, he developed a fiqh of his own, and 
was known as the jurist of Iraq. Much of this fiqh was passed on by the 
members of the Hanafi school. He lived in Kufah. 

Al-Nasaai [^^1] - see pp. 570-571 . 

Al-Nawwaas ibn Samaan [jU^ ^ c^y^] - see pp. 1014-1015. 
al-Nawawi, Abu Zakariyyah Yahya [<4jj£\ LijSj - see pp. 9-55. 
Al-Numaan ibn Basheer [ oi o 1 -**^] - see pp. 453-454. 
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Qaadhi Iyaadh al-Yahsubi o^f- i*^*]'- Qaadhi Abu al-Fadl Iyaadh ibn Musa 

(476/1083 — 544/1 149) was a scholar of hadith. He was born in Sibtah in Spain 
and died of poisoning in Maracco. Among his works, the most famous is his 
work on the life of the Prophet, al-Shifaa fi Tareef Huqooq al-Mustafa. He 
also had a very influential and important commentary on Sahih Muslim. 

Al-Qaari, al-Mulla Ali [tsjUill ^ Ali ibn Sultan Muhammad (d. 1014/1601) was 
born in Hiraat, Afghanistan but lived much of his life in Makkah. He was a 
Hanafi jursist as well as a specialist in hadith studies. Among his important 
works is Mirqaat al-Mafateeh Sharh Mishkaat al-Masabeeh, a commentary on 
Mishkaat al-Masaabeeh. 

Al-Qaasimi, Jamaal al-Deen [^^Ull ^ull JU>]: Jamaal al-Deen Muhammad al- 
Qaasimi (1866 C.E.-1914 C.E.) was born in Damascus. He devoted his life to 
calling people back to the way of the Quran, sunnah and the Companions, in a 
struggle against the widespread innovations of his time. His most important 
works include an excellent commentary on the Quran, entitled Mahaasin al- 
Taweel, as well as a book on the principles of hadith, Qawaaid al-Tahdeeth. 

Al-Qaraafi [i^'j* 11 ]: Abu al-Abbaas Ahmad ibn Idrees al-Sanhaaji al-Qaraafi (d. 684) 
was from Egypt. He became the leading Maliki scholar of his time, 
specializing in both fiqh and Islamic legal theory. His work al-Dhakheerah is 
one of the most detailed books on Maliki fiqh. In legal theory, his best work is 
Nafaais al-Usool fi Sharh al-Mahsool. 

Qataadah [S-sl% Abu al-Khattaab Qataadah ibn Daamah (61/680-1 18/736) was a blind 
man of extraordinary memory. He was the most distinguished narrator of 
hadith in Basrah. He met and narrated hadith from the Companions Anas ibn 
Maallik. He was also well-known for his knowledge of tafseer. 

Al-Qurtubi, Abu Abdullah Muhammad [^j^l ^ Abu Abdullah 

Muhammad al-Qurtubi (d. 671/1273) was a famous scholar of the Quran and 
theologian from Andalus. His commentary on the Quran, entitled al-Jaami li- 
Ahkaam al-Quran, is one of the best ever written. It is a commentary from a 
juristic point of view. Although al-Qurtubi himself was a Maliki jurist, his 
commentary goes well beyond the confines of the Maliki school. 

Al-Qushairi [ifj£H\\. Abdul Kareem ibn Hawaazin al-Qushairi (d. 465/1072) was a 
student of Abu Ali al-Daqqaaq (d. 405/1014) in Sufism. He is famous for his 
al-Risaalah which is a most authentic and comprehensive introduction to Sufi 
practices, experiences and concepts as developed by the early Sufis. He also 
had a commentary on the Quran, Lataa if al-Isharaat, and other books. 

Al-Raafi'ee Abdul Kareem ibn Muhammad al-Raafi'ee (557/1162-623/1226) 

was originally from Persia. He spent much of his life in Qazween. He was 
known for his knowledge of fiqh and tafseer. He became the unquestionable 
leader of the Shafi'ees during his time. He most important work was Fath al- 
Azeez fi Sharh al-Wajeez, a commentary on al-Wajeez, which was al- 
Ghazzaali's Shafi'ee fiqh manual. 

Al-Raaghib al-Isfahaani [i^V" 3 ^ 1 m^j 11 ]: Al-Raaghib al-Isfahaani died in the year 
425 A.H. It seems that not much is known about his early life, even his name 
and the names of his teachers are not exactly known. However, he did leave 
behind some very important works. His Mufradaat Alfaadh al-Quran is a 
widely accepted work on the vocabulary of the Quran. He is also known to 
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have written a tafseer of the Quran. One of his other important works was 
entitled, al-Dhakheerah ila Makaarim al-Shareeah. 

Al-Raazi, Fakhr al-Deen di^ Fakhr al-Deen Muhammad ibn 'Umar 

al-Raazi (d. 544/1 149) was an Asharite theologian and a philosopher. He wrote 
a very extensive commentary on the Quran, Mafateeh al-Ghaib, commonly 
known as al-Tafsir al-Kabir. His tafseer covers so much material that some 
have said that it contains everything except tafseer. He was also a gifted 
Shafi'ee jurist and legal theorist. His work, al-Mahsool fi Urn al-Usool, is a 
standard work on Shafi'ee legal theory. Before his death, he showed disdain 
for the amount of time he had wasted in philosophical debates that were not 
based on the Quran and sunnah. 

Al-Saadi, Abdul Rahmaan 6— J 11 Abdul Rahmaan al-Saadi (1307-1376) 

was born in Unaizah, Saudi Arabia. His teachers included Uthmaan al-Qaadhi 
(the judge of Unaizah) and Muhammad al-Shanqeeti. Over ten of his books 
have been published, including a somewhat brief but beneficial commentary on 
the Quran, Taiseer al-Kareem al-Rahmaan. 

al-Sadlaan, Saalih [jV^Jl Saalih al-Sadlaan is a contemporary author and 

professor at Muhammad ibn Saud Islamic University in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
He was born in Buraidah, Saudi Arabia in 1362 A.H. Al-Sadlaan is specialized 
in fiqh and has written on such topics as al-nushooz (marital discord) and pre- 
nuptial agreements. His Ph.D. dissertation in Comparative Fiqh was 
concerning the topic of niyyah or intention. 

Saeed ibn Jubair [ja* Oi ±*~>]: Saeed ibn Jubair (d. 95) was, according to Sufyaan al- 
Thauri, one of the experts of the Quran. He related hadith from Abdullah ibn 
al-Zubair, Anas ibn Maalik and Abu Saeed al-Khudri. He never heard any 
hadith from Abu Huraira, Abu Musa al-Ashari, Ali or Aisha; any report from 
him on their authority is mursal. Al-Amash, Mansur ibn al-Mutamar, Yahya 
ibn Hukaim and others were his students. 

Saeed ibn al-Musayyab [ '.',"■■< oi Saeed ibn al-Musayyab (14-94) was the most 
virtuous of the Followers according to Imam Ahmad. His father and 
grandfather were both Companions of the Prophet (peace be upon him). He 
was one of the "seven jurists of Madina." He would relate from Abu Bakr in 
mursal form although he did hear hadith from Umar, Uthmaan, Ali, Zaid ibn 
Thaabit and Abu Huraira. Saalim ibn Abdullah, al-Zuhri, Qataada, Shuraik and 
others narrated on his authority. Saeed was the most prominent member of the 
seven jurists of Madinah. There is no question that prior to Imam Malik and 
the status he obtained, Saeed was considered the leader of the Hijazi/Madinan 
school of fiqh. 

Sahl ibn Saad al-Saaidi [i/jcLJI j*-. J***] - see pp. 1 132. 

al-Sakhaawi [i/jli-JI]: Muhammad ibn Abdul Rahmaan al-Sakhaawi (831-902) was a 
Shafi'ee scholar and writer from Egypt. He was a student of ibn Hajr. His 
important works include a lengthy commentary on al-Iraaqi's Alfiyah in hadith. 
He also wrote an excellent biography on the life of al-Nawawi. 

Salmaan, Mashhoor Hasan [jUl- i>» jj*^>]: Mashhoor Hasan Salmaan is a 
contemporary scholar who was born in Palestine in 1380. His family moved to 
Jordan and he joined the Shareeah College and studied Fiqh and its Principles. 
His teachers include Muhammad Naasir al-Deen al-Albaani and Mustafa al- 
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Zarqaa. He is the author or editor of over one hundred books, which include 
some of the classic works of past scholars, including al-Shaatibi's 
Muwaafaqaat. 

Shaakir, Ahmad [j*U a«J] : Ahmad Shaakir (1309/1892-1377/1958) was born in 
Cairo, Egypt. His teachers included his father Muhammad Shaakir, who was a 
well-respected scholar, Muhammad ibn al-Ameen al-Shanqeeti and Jamaal al- 
Deen al-Qaasimi. His efforts greatly contributed to the revitalization of the 
study of hadith. Among his important works, was a critical edition of Musnad 
Ahmad, in which he discussed the grading of the hadith and also made valuable 
commentary every now and then. In addition, along with his brother Mahmood, 
he prepared a critical edition of al-Tabari's tafseer, commenting on the chains 
for the different narrations al-Tabari used. Unfortunately, Shaakir died before 
completing either of those two works but he did complete a number of other 
important works, such as publishing al-Shafi'ee's al-Risaalah and ibn Hazm's 
al-Muhalla. 

Al-Shaatibi [^=^1]: Abu Ishaaq Ibraaheem ibn Musa al-Shaatibi (d. 790) was a great 
Maliki scholar from Granada, Andalus. He excelled in fiqh, legal theory and 
Arabic language. One of his works, al-Muwaafiqaat, is a profound and unique 
study of the shareeah as a whole. Another important work of his is a discussion 
of true adherence to the sunnah vis-a-vis heresies, entitled al-Itisaam. 

Al-Shafi'ee, Muhammad ibn Idrees [^^l <_wj j ! o> Muhammad ibn Idrees al- 
Qurashi al-Shafi'ee (150/767-204/819) was the founder of one of the famous 
four schools of fiqh. He grew up in Makkah and by the age of seven he had 
memorized the Quran. He was the first person to write a treatise on the 
principles of fiqh. This book was called al-Risaalah. He also had a voluminous 
work on fiqh entitled al-Umm. He was a student of Imam Malik and Sufyaan 
ibn Uyaina, he debated with Muhammad al-Shaibani (the companion of Abu 
Hanifa) and he was the teacher of Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Abdul Rahmaan 
ibn Mahdi, Abu Thaur and many others. 

Shaddaad ibn Aus, Abu Yala [o-ji oi J '-^ J^. y}] - see p. 675. 

Al-Shanqeeti, Muhammad al-Khadir [(j Ujiu'.l l ^u-.]; Muhammad al-Khadhir 

ibn Sayid Abdullah al-Jaknee al-Shanqeeti (d. 1354), originally from 
Mauritania, learned first from his father who was a well-respected shaikh. He 
fought against the French colonialists who conquered Mauritania. After the 
French occupation, al-Shanqeeti migrated to Madinah in 1912 CE. He taught 
at the Prophet's mosque and he was appointed the Mufti for the Malikis. In 
1922 CE. he left to become a judge in Jordan. After some time, he began to 
travel in order to spread his knowledge. His commentary on Sahih al- 
Bukhaari, Kauthar al-Maani al-Daraari fi Kashf Khabaayaa Saheeh al- 
Bukhaari is one of the most extensive commentaries available; unfortunately, 
he was not able to complete that monumental work. 

Al-Shaukaani, Muhammad ibn Ali [<^_^l ^ o> -^-»]: Muhammad ibn Ali al- 
Shaukani (1173/1760-1250/1834) was from Yemen. He was a scholar of 
hadith, fiqh and tafseer. His tafseer is entitled Fath al-Qadeer. He has a classic 
commentary on legal hadith entitled Nail al-Autaar. He was a staunch 
advocator of ijtihaad and vigorously fought against the innovative concept of 
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taqleed (blindly following a school of thought). He has written a number of 
important works besides the ones mentioned above. 

Shubah ibn al-Hajaaj *^]: Shubah ibn al-Hajjaaj ibn al-Warad al-Antaki 

(82/70 1 - 1 60/776) was an outstanding scholar of hadith in Basrah. He was one 
of scholars who greatly developed the science of jarh wa tadeel (Jjj«jJIj cj*^) 
or the critical evaluation of hadith narrators. 

Siddiqi, Abdul Hameed [<y>^» ^j-*^ 1 Abdul Hameed Siddiqi was a writer from 
Pakistan who died in the last third of this century. He was a pioneer in the 
translation of Islamic texts into Arabic. His translation of Sahih Muslim has 
become a standard. He also worked on translating and commenting on the 
Quran. 

Al-Sindi, Muhammad Hayaat [l?.^ »Lp. Muhammad Hayaat al-Sindi originally 
came from an area around Hyderabad, India. He moved and lived in Makkah. 
He spent much of his time studying hadith. One of his students whom he 
greatly influenced to study hadith was Muhammad ibn Abdul Wahhaab, the 
leader of the Muslim movement in the Najd region. Al-Sindi wrote a small 
commentary to al-Nawawi's Forth Hadith. 

Al-Subki, Taqi al-Deen [^M' j^l ^]: Taqi al-Deen Ali ibn Abdul Kaafi al-Subki 
(683/1284-756/1355) was born in Subk, Egypt. He studied in Cairo and 
became, undoubtedly, the leading Shafi'ee scholar of his time. He wrote a 
large number of works related mostly to legal theory and fiqh. He is the first 
one who attempted to complete al-Nawawi's Majmoo but he died before 
completing that work. In 739, he moved to Damascus and worked for years in 
the judiciary. His son, Taaj al-Deen al-Subki, was also a Shafi'ee scholar of 
note. 

Sufyaan ibn Abdullah u^H - see p. 825, 

Sufyaan al-Thauri u^H: Abu Abdullah Sufyaan ibn Masrooq al-Thauri 

(97/716-161/778) was called the "Leader of the Believers" in Hadith. He was 
born and brought up in Kufah. He refused to accept the post of judge offered 
by Mansoor. He left Kufah in 144/761 and lived in Makkah and Madinah. 
Among his books are two collections of hadith, one large and one small. He 
studied under many of the Followers who had taken their knowledge from the 
Companions of the Prophet (peace be upon him). He himself had numerous 
important students, including Abu Hanifah, Malik, al-Auzaai and Yahya ibn 
Saeed al-Qattaan. In addition to being a great scholar of hadith, he was also 
recognized for his knowledge of tafseer. 

Sufyaan ibn Uyainah of uWH: Abu Muhammad Sufyan ibn Uyainah ibn 

Maimoon (107/725-198/814) was born in Kufah but settled in Makkah where 
he died. A well known transmitter of hadith, he left a collection of hadith, 
al-Jaami. 

Sultaan, Naadhim [cpol^, <JiU]: Naadhim Sultaan is a contemporary author who lives in 
Kuwait. He has been the president of the Daar al-Turaath al-Islaami (Daar of 
Islamic Heritage). He wrote a useful commentary on the Forty Hadith of al- 
Nawawi. He has also written a number of smaller books. 

Al-Suyooti, Jalaal al-Deen [^ji-Ji lPU]: Al-Suyooti (849/1445-911/1505) was 
one of the most prolific writers in Muslim history. He was a student of ibn 
Hajr. His work on the sciences of hadith, Tadreeb al-Raawi (which is a 
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commentary on al-Nawawi 's Taqreeb) is one of the major references for that 
field. He attempted to collect together all of the known hadith of the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) in a work known as al-Jaami al-Kabeer. He made another 
collection of hadith entitled al-Jaami al-Sagheer. He also compiled a tafseer 
entitled al-Durr al-Manthoor. 

Taawoos [o°jP=]: Taawoos was a scholar from the time of the Followers. He narrated 
hadith from the "four Abdullahs". It is said that he met with fifty of the 
Companions of the Prophet (peace be upon him). But he spent a great deal of 
time with ibn Abbas and he learned much of his knowledge of tafseer directly 
from ibn Abbas. It is narrated that ibn Abbas said about him, "I suspect that 
Taawoos is one of the inhabitants of Paradise." He died in the year 106 A.H. 

Al-Tabaraani [^jljJJI]: Abu al-Qaasim Sulaimaan ibn Ahmad al-Lakhami al-Tabaraani 
(260/873-360/971) was born in Palestine. He traveled for many years seeking 
knowledge and learning hadith from its masters. He literally had hundreds, 
probably well over a thousand, of teachers who he learned from. After 
traveling and learning, he lived in Isfahaan, where he taught hadith for over 
sixty years. One of his collections of hadith, al-Mujam al-Kabeer, remains as 
one of the largest collections of hadith aseembled. 

Al-Tabari, Abu Jafar Muhammad ibn Jareer [14 jij* 0? .#']: Al-Tabari 

(224/839-310/923) was a great historian, an eminent jurist of the rank of 
mujtahid, and an outstanding commentator on the Quran. He was born in 
Tabaristan and settled in Baghdad where he died. His Quranic commentary, 
Jaami' al-Bayan fi Taweel Ayi al-Quran, is considered by many to be the 
greatest commentary available that is based on the tradition of the early 
generations. No less outstanding is his work of history, Tareekh al-Umum wa- 
l-Mulook. He is also the author of Tahdheeb al-Athaar, Ikhtilaaf al-Fuqahaa 
and Adab al-Qudaat. 

Al-Tahaawi, Abu Jafar [^jl^-W jjI]: Abu Jafar Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Tahaawi 
(239-321 ) was born in Taha, a town in Upper Egypt. His father was a scholar of 
hadith and literature. His mother too was learned. Both of his parents used to 
attend the lectures of Imam al-Shafi'ee. Abu Ja'ar received his first lessons in 
hadith from his father. After that, he pursued the study of hadith from his 
maternal uncle, al-Muzani (d. 264/877), the leading student of Shafi'ee. Later in 
his life, due to some incidents, al-Tahaawi changed his school from the Shafi'ee 
school to the Hanafi school. He became one of the leading Hanafi jurists. Most of 
his writings were in the field of fiqh, such as Ikhtilaaf al-Fuqahaa, a book on the 
difference of opinion among the scholars. However, his important works also 
include Sharh Maani al-Athaar and Sharh Mushkil al-Athaar, both primarily 
explaining the meaning and application of different hadith. He is also famous for 
a short treatise he wrote on the true creed of the ahl al-sunnah wa al-jamaah and 
of Abu Hanifah and his followers. 

Tameem ibn Aus al-Daari [i/j^l <_>*ji lh r** 3 ]- see pp. 478-479. 

al-Tayaalisi, Abu Da wood Sulaimaan [^-^^ jbuL, j_,b #1]-. Al-Tayaalisi (d. 
203/8 1 8) was a renowned scholar of hadith, the author of a Musnad and other 
works. He lived in Basra. His teachers included Shubah, Sufyaan al-Thauri and 
others. Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Ali ibn al-Madeeni and many others were from 
among his students. 
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Al-Teebi [u^ 1 ]: Al-Husain ibn Abdullah al-Teebi (d. 743) hailed from close to Waasit 
in a province called Khauzistaan. According to ibn Hajr, he was very active in 
refuting the philosphers and heretics of his time and he demonstrated a strong 
love for the Book of Allah and the sunnah of His messenger (peace be upon 
him). He wrote a number of books about the Arabic language, tafseer and 
hadith. He wrote a commentary on Mishkaat al-Masaabeeh, published under 
the title Sharh al-Teebi ala Mishkaat al-Masaabeeh. 

Al-Tiraiqi, Abdullah [^j^l & Abdullah al-Tiraiqi is a contemporary scholar 
hailing from al-Zilfi, Saudi Arabia. He is currently living in Riyadh and 
teaching at Muhammad ibn Saud Islamic University. His specialty is fiqh and 
his doctoral thesis was a lengthy treatise on the legality of different kinds of 
foods and meat. 

Al-Tirmidhi, Abu Isa [i^jjII - see p. 570. 

Al-Tustari, Sahl ibn Abdullah [i/ji-sM &\ Ca J*-]: Sahl ibn Abdullah al-Tustari (d. 
283/897) was from Tustar in the Persian province of Khawzistan, where he 
taught Islamic sciences and instructed others in Sufism before he came to 
Basrah and settled there. He was known for his abstinence and renunciation 

Um Salamah [*-^* fy "The mother of the believers" Um Salamah Hind bint Abu 
Umayyah ibn al-Mughirah was one of the earliest Muslims. She migrated to 
Abyssinia along with her husband Abu Salamah where the latter died. She was 
later married to the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) whom she joined 
in Madinah in 4 A.H. She died in 59 A.H. 

Umar ibn Abdul Azeez [jij^ Umar ibn Abdul Azeez (61-101) was the 

great grandson of Umar ibn al-Khattaab on his mother's side and the grandson 
of the Umayyad khaleefah Marwan. Umar ibn Abdul Azeez became the 
khaleefah in the year 99 A.H. He was well respected for his great piety and 
fear of Allah. When he became khaleefah, he tried to redress the wrongs of his 
predecessors and establish the khilaafah on the same standard as that of Abu 
Bakr and Umar. Some people even call him the fifth of the rightly-guided 
khaleefahs. At the same time, Umar was a faqeeh and a man of profound 
sayings. He greatly influenced the Madinan school of fiqh. He also took an 
active role in encouraging the Muslim scholars to record the hadith of the 
Prophet (peace be upon him) on a widespread basis. 

Umar ibn al-Khattaab [J-^ 1 o> j»] - see pp. 117-119. 

Al-Uqaili, Abu Jafar [J^^ J^- J*']: Abu Jafar Muhammad ibn Amr al-Uqaili (d. 322) 
was from Makkah. He studied under a number of great hadith scholars, such as 
ibn Khuzaimah. He wrote a very respected work on weak narrators, entitled al- 
Dhuafaa min Rawaat al-Hadeeth. 

Uthmaan ibn Affaan [u^ o? u^]: Uthmaan ibn Affaan al-Qurashi (d. 35/656) was 
born in Makkah some forty-seven years before the date of the Hijrah of the 
Prophet (peace be upon him). He was one of the earliest people to embrace his 
Islam and he sacrificed much of his wealth for the sake of the religion. He was 
always a very close Companion to the Prophet (peace be upon him). He was 
married to two daughters of the Prophet (peace be upon him), Ruqayya and 
then, after her death, Umm Kulthoom. He became the third khaleefah of Islam, 
succeeding Umar ibn al-Khattaab by being chosen by the election committee. 
During his role as khaleefah, he did the second collection of the Quran and had 
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copies of the pure text distributed throughout the Muslim world. Unfortunately, 
he was unfairly accused of supporting members of his clan, the Umayyads. 
This led to a group of insurgents coming to his home to force him to resign. 
When he refused, they climbed over the walls of his house and killed him 
while he was reading the Quran. 
Yahya ibn Maeen [ja»- dH u^]: Yahya ibn Maeen (157/775-233/848) was originally 
from Iraq. He was one of the greatest scholars in hadith and a companion of 
Ahmad ibn Hanbal. 

Zaid ibn Thaabit jj Zaid ibn Thaabit (d. 45/665) was born in Madinah some 
eleven years before the event of the Prophet's hijrah. However, he was raised 
in Makkah. He was one of the Companions of the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
who was assigned the job of recording the revelations of the Quran. Later, he 
would play an important role during the time of Abu Bakr and during the time 
of Uthmaan in compiling the complete and authentic Quran. He was greatly 
respected by the other Companions, in particular, Umar would leave him in 
charge of Madinah whenever he would have to leave the city. 

Al-Zaila'ee [i^jM]: Jamaal al-Deen Abdullah ibn Yoosuf al-Zayla'ee (d. 762/1360) 
was a Hanafi jurist, legal theorist and scholar of hadith. He was born in Zayla' 
in Somalia and died in Cairo. His Nasb al-Raayah fi Takhreej Ahaadeeth al- 
Hidaayah is a work on the hadith referred to in the famous work of Hanafi 
fiqh, al-Hidaayah. 

Al-Zarkashi [^jj 1 ']: Badr al-Deen Muhammad al-Zarkashi (745/1344-794/1392) 
was of Turkish background but born in Egypt. He became a leading Shafi'ee 
scholar as well as a scholar of hadith and Quranic sciences. His work on 
Quranic sciences, al-Burhaan fi Uloom al-Quran, has since been a standard. 
He has an important work on Shafi'ee legal theory entitled, al-Bahir al- 
Muheet. He also wrote an important treatise on legal maxims from a Shafi'ee 
perspective, al-Manthoor fi al-Qawaaid. 

Al-Zuhri, Muhammad ibn Shihaab [i^j* jll Muhammad ibn Muslim ibn 

Abdullah al-Zuhri (58/678-124/742) was born in Madinah. He was 
instrumental in developing some of the aspects of the sciences of hadith. He 
became insistent on the use of the isnaad and he began to record hadith in a 
systematic fashion. He was also a very influential jurist and one of the leaders 
of the Madinan school of fiqh. His thought greatly influenced Imam Malik. He 
spent part of his life in Syria and died close to the Hijaz-Palestine border. 
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Abu (d) - "father of; in Arabic, many times the proper form is Abi (as in ibn Abi 
Shaibah), however since that form is unfamiliar to many readers, Abu is used 
throughout this work. 

Adhaan (u'- 1 ')- the call to prayer. 

Ad I (J-^) - justice, righteousness 

AM al-Hill wa al-Aqd (-^'j <-!»') - the most respected and influential people in 

Islamic society; they have the most important role in determining who is to be 

the ruler and when should the ruler be removed. 
AM al-rai (i/U' J*')- this is a term used for those scholars who were more apt to make 

ijtihaad or personal reasoning; many times it is used to refer to the Iraqi/Kuran 

jurists as a whole. 

AM al-Suffah « J»l) - the poor people who used to live in the Prophet's mosque 

AM al-sunnah wa al-Jamaah (<cU»Jlj i^Jl J»i) - "The People of the Sunnah and the 
Congregation," this refers to those people who follow the way of the sunnah of 
the Prophet (peace be upon him) and the way of his Companions with respect 
to beliefs and deeds or a general application of the religion of Islam. 

Alaqah (^c) - "something that clings and adheres," one of the stages that a human goes 
through in the fetus 

Allaahu akbar - "Allah is greater (than anything)" 

Amal ((_!*=•) - deed, act 

Ameer ( jjA) - leader; often used for the head or president of a mosque 
An (i>) - "on the authority of 

Ansaar ( jl— il) - the Muslim residents of Madinah who welcomed their brothers who had 

emigrated from Makkah to Madinah 
Ansaari ((/ J~^) - a person from the Ansaar 

Aqeeqah - the sunnah of slaughtering an animal due to the birth of a child 
Arafah (^j=-) - This is a place that a person is required to visit as one of the rites of the 

pilgrimage; it is visited on the 9 th day of the month of the pilgrimage. 
Arkaan (u^J)- these are pillars or necessary aspects of a particular deed. 



particular verses of the Quran 

Asbaab wurood al-hadith (^jj^JI -jjjj mW- 1 ) - circumstances surrounding particular 
speech of the Prophet (peace be upon him). 

Ashaairah, al- (» jc-LiVl) - These are the supposed followers of Abu al-Hasan al-Ashari 
(260-324 A.H.). This group is known for making taweel for many of the 
attributes of Allah. They also believe that imaan is solely tasdeeq. 

Ashaab al-ral (i/'jl 1 ■ ')- this is a term used for those scholars who were more apt to 
make ijtihaad or personal reasoning; in reality, though, it was used as a general 
reference for the jurists of Kufah and Iraq or those of the Hanafi school. 

Ashari (i/j*^l) - one who belongs to the Ashaairah 

Asharites - a common Western term for the Ashaairah 



Asbaab al-nuzool 




surrounding the revelation of 
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Ashoorah (^.jj^) - the tenth day of the month of Muharram, a day in which Muslims 

are recommended to fast 
Asmaa, al- wa al-sifaat (cAi^JI j *uJ>n) - names and attributes; al-asmaa are names and 

al-sifaat are attributes 

Asr, al- {j^**^)- this is one of the five daily obligatory prayers. This prayer begins at 

midday and lasts until close to sunset. 
Auliyaa (ebJji) - devoted servants, friends, associates; the Sufis use this term in a way 

similar to the English word, "saint" but that is not its proper sense; plural of 

wali. 

Azm, al- (c>^) - determination 

Ba al-isti' aanah (<A*WSM eb) - this is the letter ba referring to something used as an 
aid or assisting in some action, as in the statement, "Actions are done with the 
help of intention." 

Ba al-musaahibah eb) - this is the letter ba being used to imply that one 

thing accompanies the next, as in the statement, "Actions are accompanied by 
intention." 

Ba al-sababiya (Ss^-ll »W) - this is the letter ba being used to indicated that one 
thing causes the other, as in the statement, "Actions are the result of intention." 

Badr (j-ij) - the sight of the first major battle between the Prophet's followers and the 
Quraish. Those Companions who participated in that battle are especially 
distinguished because the Muslims were a very small number and the going to 
that battle was not considered an obligatory act. 

Barakah - blessings 

Bayyinah - conclusive proof, evidence 

Bidah - innovation, heresy 

Birr, al- . this word means either righteousness or good, proper conduct 
Burhaan (d^ji) - proof 

Dalaalah al-nass - argument a fortiori; arguing from an agreed upon 

proposition to a more evident one. 
Dawah (» - propagating Islam, calling others to the religion of Islam 
Deen (t>>) - complete way of life, religion 

Dhaabit fiqhi -k^) - a principle that applies throughout one specific area of fiqh, 

such as the are of physical purity, as opposed to a qaaidah fiqhiyah that applies 

to numerous different fields of fiqh. 
Dhaahiris - people who follow the literal meaning of the texts and refuse to go beyond 

that literal meaning; in Arabic, they are known as al-Dhaahiriyyah (<iJ" ] ^) 
Dhaeef (' ' « ." ■ " ) - weak, as in a weak hadith 
Dhalaalah («J5l^=) - misguidance, straying from the straight path 
Dhanni (i^=>) - speculative, probable; the opposite of qati'ee which implies definitive, 

certain. 

Dharar (j>^) - harm, the opposite of what is beneficial 
Dhikr - words of remembrance of Allah 
Dhiyad . illumination 

Dhuha, al- (u*-*^)- this is forenoon time in which it is sunnah to perform voluntary 
prayers. 

Dhuhr, al- (j*^ 1 )- this is one of the five obligatory daily prayers. The time for this 
prayer begins after high noon. 
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Dhu-l-Hijjah jj) - the twelfth month of the Islamic calendar; it is the month in 
which the pilgrimage is performed; the ninth day of this month is known as the 
Day of Arafah; the tenth day is the day of Eid al-Adha 

Dhulm (f^) - wrongdoing 

Dinaar ( Jjp)- this is a gold coin used during the time of the Prophet (peace be upon 

him) and afterwards; the common English spelling for the word is dinar. 
Dua (<^ J ) - supplication, informal prayer 
Dunya - this worldly life 

Eenah, al- (*^^) - this is a type of business deal that implicitly involves interest (riba) 

although outwardly it seems to be void of it. 
Eid (Jjc-)- these are the Islamic festivals or holidays. One occurs after the fast of the 

month of Ramadhaan is completed and the other occurs after the completion of 

the pilgrimage. 
Faasid (A-la) - defective, improper, not valid 
Faasiq - evildoer, unrighteous person 

Fajr, al- this is one of the five obligatory daily prayers. The time for this prayer 

is between dawn and sunrise. 
Faqeeh (-S^) - jurist; one specialized in the field of fiqh 

Fardh ain (uf- o^=j>) - an obligation upon each and every individual, except for those 

specifically excused for particular reasons. 
Fardh kifaayah (-S^iS ^ji) - an obligation upon the community as a whole, such that if 

one portion of the community completely performs the deed, the rest of the 

community is resolved of any responsibility or need to perform that act. 
Fatwa (i/j^) - ruling given by a scholar concerning a religious matter, usually based on 

ijtihaad 
Fiqh - jurisprudence, law 
Firdaus, al- (o^J* 11 ) - Paradise 
Fitnah - trial, temptation 

Furoo, al- - this word has various meanings, dependent on the context; in 

general, it means the secondary issues, as opposed to the fundamental issues 
known as al-usool. Sometimes it refers to legal matters while the usool would 
then be matters of belief. 

Ghaib, al- (s^) - the unseen, unwitnessed 

Ghareeb (s^j^) - lit., something strange; in hadith terminology, it refers to hadith which 
come through only one source; when al-Tirmidhi called a hadith ghareeb, it 
usually meant that the hadith was weak. 

Ghusl (J^) - the complete washing, required, for example, due to sexual defilement 

Ghura (» - blood money to be paid in the case of causing another's death 

Haafidh (-k^) - a great scholar, preserver of knowledge 

Habeeb (s^) - beloved 

Hajj - the pilgrimage to Makkah that one must perform once in one's life if one has 

the means to do so. 
Hajr (j^*) - boycotting another person 
Halaal (J^) - permissible; opposite of haraam 
Hamd, al- (^Jl) - praise and gratitude 
Hamm (^*) - consider or decide upon something 
Hamdulilaah, al- - all praises are to Allah. 
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Haqeeqi (^^) - literal speech 

Haraam (c'j 3 -), commonly haram - forbidden; opposite of halaal. 
Hasad (^^) - envy, jealousy 
Hasan (i>^)- this is a verified hadith of the Prophet (peace be upon him) although it is 

not as strong as sahih. 
Hasan lidhaatihi o-*.) - this is a hadith that reaches the level of hasan on its own 

merit, without the need for any corroborating evidence. 
Hasan lighairihi 0^=-) - this is a hadith that has been raised to the level of hasan 

due to corroborating or supporting evidence. 
Hijaab (mW^) - the prescribed woman's dress 
Hayaa s (*W=*) - modesty, shyness, bashfulness 

Hijrah - lit., "emigration, migration," when used in the expression, "Year of the 

hijrah," it is a reference to the Prophet's (peace be upon him) migration from 
Makkah to Madinah that marks the beginning of the Islamic calendar; it also 
refers to boycotting or avoiding one another. 

Hikmah (*^>) - literally, wisdom; in numerous verses in the Quran, it is in specific 
reference to the sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) 

Hoor al-ain, al- (u^l j_^') - the special spouses that one will be blessed with in 
Paradise. 

Hudood, al- (^j-^O - the prescribed legal punishments for specific crimes. 
Hulqoom, al- (fj* 1 ^ 1 ) - the windpipe 

Ibaadah (»jLc) - "worship," in the Islamic sense, it includes more than the ritual acts but 

all acts done for the sake of Allah can be considered acts of worship. 
Ibn {(J) - "son of 

Idhmaar (J-^\) - "suppression" or "ellipsis." This is where something is left 

intentionally unstated but its meaning can be assumed or understood. 
Idraaj fc'j J !) - the inadvertent inclusion of words while narrating or recording a hadith, 

such words do not form part of the hadith but may mistakenly be passed on by 

other's as part of the hadith. 
Ihsaan (u^!) - as discussed in the text, the general meaning is the doing of goodness; 

the particular meaning is to worship Allah as if one is seeing Him or, at least, 

to know that He is watching. 
Ijtihaad (^W^O - the use of personal reasoning to determine what is correct from the 

shareeah's point of view. 
Ikhlaas, al- (lk'^-V 1 ) - pure sincerity in one's intentions and deeds. 
Ikraah (°lj$!) - coercion, duress 
llaah (^!) - god, worshipped one, adored one 

Illah - in hadith terminology, this refers to an obscure, damaging defect that makes 
the narration unacceptable; in fiqh and Islamic legal theory, it is the effective 
legal cause behind a specific command or prohibition, such as the fact that 
alcohol causes intoxication is the legal cause for the prohibition of alcohol. 

Ilhaam (c 1 * 1 !) - knowledge being put into one's heart; a kind of inspiration or revelation 
from Allah; mostly emphasized by Sufis 

Ilm al-kalaam (p^ 1 p^) - scholastic theology 

Iltizaam j^ 1 ) - strict adherence 

Imaam (pH) - leader in prayer, general leader, scholar 
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Imaan (tj-*j\) - this is "faith," which has its own shareeah definition as explained in the 
text. 

Imaan al-Mujmal, al- u^V) - the general or unspecified faith wherein the person 

has not reached the level of deserving the honorific title of "believer". 
Innamaa (^"!) a term implying both emphasis and exclusiveness. 
Inqiyaad - submission, yielding 

Iqaamat al-salaat (si*— 4»li))- this is the "establishing of the prayer," implying 

performing it properly according to all of the commands of the shareeah. 
Iraada, al- (^jV) - volition 

Islaam, Islam (f^-!) - this implies submission, such as submission to Allah; it is also the 

word for the religion as a whole. 
Isnaad (-^!) - chain of narrators for a hadith 

Israaeeliyaat (^y^b"!) - these are the stories and narrations that have their origin in the 

books or legends of the Jews and Christians. 
Istighfaar ( jUiU) . seeking forgiveness from Allah. 

Istihsaan (u 1 "^' 1 " ' 1 ) - a method of exercising personal opinion in order to avoid any 
rigidity and unfairness that might result from the literal enforcement of the law; 
juristic preference. 

Istiqaamah, al- VI) - remaining steadfast along the straight fast. 

Itikaaf (<-^&c-\) - to seclude oneself in the mosque for the purpose of worship. 

Ithm (("!) - sin 

Jaahiliyyah, al- - the period or time of ignorance; in particular, it refers to the 

time before the coming of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), 
however it can be used for any time that shares the same essential 
characteristics of ignorance or negligence of God's laws. 

Jaaizah - with respect to one's visiting guest, it is where the guest should be 

given the best type of food on the first day and night and then after that he eats 
what the host would usually eat. 

Jahmites - a common Western term for the Jahmiyyah 

Jahmiyyah, al- (V*^ 1 ) - the followers of Jahm ibn Safwaan, who was killed for his 
beliefs by the Muslim ruler. He virtually denied all of Allah's attributes. He 
claimed that imaan is simply a matter of having knowledge that Allah exists. 

Jibreel (Jj^) - the Angel Gabriel 

Jihad - to exert oneself, strive, struggle; in particular in fiqh, it refers to fighting 
against the unbelievers in order to spread the word of Allah. 

Jizyah - this is the tax that non-Muslim citizens of the Islamic state must pay in 
lieu of military service. 

Kaabah - the House of Allah in Makkah to which the Hajj is made. 

Kaafir (J^) - a disbeliever 

Karramites - common Western term for the Karraamiyyah 

Karramiyyah, al- (<^J&) - This heretical group, which have very little influence in the 
history of Islam, claimed that imaan is simply a statement of the tongue. 

Kashf(^&) - "spiritual unveiling," where truths are mystically revealed to one's heart; 
mostly emphasized by Sufis 

Kataba (m^)- literally, this means "he recorded," however it is often used in the Quran 
and hadith to mean, in reference to Allah, "He ordered, prescribed." 
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Khaleefah - the leader of the Muslim nation, often referred to as "caliph" in 

English 

Khaleel (lW*) - beloved and intimate friend 
Khalq, al- (lJ 1 ^ 1 ) - the creation 

Kharijites - a common Western term for the Khawaarij 
Khata (^-) - mistake 

Khawaarij, al- j^ 1 ) - one of the first heretical groups in the history of Islam. Known 
for their extremist views, they even declared the caliphs Uthman and Ali 
disbelievers. They believed that anyone who commits a major sin falls out of 
the fold of Islam. The Prophet (peace be upon him) prophesized their coming 
and stated that they should be fought. 

Khuluq, al- (li 1 ^ 1 ) - behaviors, manners 

Khushu ' (t-^) - lowering, humbling and submitting oneself 

Khutbah (*-^) - address, speech; in particular, the speech given by the Imam at the 

Friday Prayer is called a khutbah 
Khutbah al-haajah (^>UJl S^ki.) . these are the words with which the Prophet (peace be 

upon him) would commonly begin his speeches. 
Kibr ( j£) - pride, arrogance 
Kufr (j&) - disbelief, the opposite of imaan. 

Kunya (^) - this is a common name by which people are referred; it is of the form, 

"father of," or "mother of," such as, "father of Muhammad." 
Kurbah (^£) - anything which distresses the soul 

La ilaaha illa-llah V) aJj V) - "There is none worthy of worship except Allah" 
Lailat al-Qadar ( j^ aU) . "the Night of Decree" 
Maasiyah (iu^.) - a sinful act 

Maaturidiyyah, al- (ajjjjj^JI) - The followers of Abu Mansur al-Maturidi (d. 333 A.H.). 

This group is very close to the Ashaariyyah in their beliefs. 
Madhhab (m*^)- basically this refers to a person's school of thought or opinion. 
Mafhoom al-mukhalafah (<ill^Jl fj***)- argument a contrario; the divergent meaning. 

This is where one meaning is understood from a text while, at the same time, 

one concludes that the opposite ruling applies for the case opposite that stated 

in the text. 

Mafhoom al-muwaafiqah (*&_y& - argument a fortiori; arguing from an agreed 

upon proposition to a more evident one. 
Maghrib, al- (m>-» 1, ) _ this is one of the five daily obligatory prayers. It begins just after 

sunset. 

Mahram (?.j=^>) - herein, it is a reference to a woman's male relative who is in the 

prohibited degrees for marriage. 
Majaazi (i/jW-«) - figurative speech 

Majhool (Jj*>-«)- in hadith sciences, this refers to a narrator who is unknown. His hadith 
cannot be accepted on their own because his quality as a narrator is not 
established. 

Majhool al-haal (W Jj*>-«) - in hadith terminology, this refers to a narrator who is 
known and identified, however, the status or quality of his hadith narrations are 
not known. 

Makrooh ( a j_A*) - disliked or reprehensible act 
Makroohaat (^ajj£-) - plural of makrooh 
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Maqbool (J_jj»*) - literally, "accepted, acceptable"; while speaking about narrators of 
hadith, this was a term particularly used by ibn Hajr and meaning the person's 
hadithare acceptable only if supported by corroborating evidence. 

Maree, al- (*t£j^) - the esophagus 

Marfoo (tJ^J*)- this is a report or statement that is traced all the way back to the 

Prophet (peace be upon him). 
Marifah - knowledge of something 

Maroofi^jj^) - what is good, approved by the shareeah 
Maturidites - a common Western term for the Maaturidiyyah 
Mauidhah (*±>c-y) - admonition 

Mauqoof(^^y)- this is a report or statement that is traced back to the Companions. 
Milk (^) - dominion 
Minbar (_>?") - "pulpit" 

Mualaq this is where the compiler of a collection of hadith does not record the 

entire chain of the hadith. 
Muamalaat (<Ij2UI**) - worldly transactions, as opposed to ritual acts of worship 
Muanan (o*^)- in the sciences of hadith, this is where a narrator simply says, "On the 

authority of," instead of stating exactly how he heard the hadith. 
Mubaah fcW-) - a permissible act 
Mudaa alaih, al- - the defendant 

Muddaee, al- (i^^* 11 ) - the plaintiff 

Mubtadi - one who willingly follows a bidah (heresy, innovation) 

Mudhghah (<i-^») - "a lump that looks like it has been chewed," one of the stages that a 

human goes through in the fetus 
Mufti (i^*) - one who issues fatwas 
Muhaddith {^^) - one specialized in the field of hadith 
Muhsin (a***-*) - a doer of good, a person characterized with ihsaan 
Muhsineen ( a!'" 1- *" ) - plural of muhsin 
Mujaahid (J*^) - one who makes jihad 

Mujtahid (-M^) - one who exercises ijtihaad or personal, scholarly reasoning 

Mujmal (lW?->) - left without details, general, ambiguous 

Mukrah, al- (» j^) - the one who is being coerced 

Mukrah alaih, al- »jl*ll) - the act one is being coerced to perform 

Mukrih al- (»j^l) - the person who coerces another person to do something. 

Mumin (i») - a believer 

Mumineen (C&*'y>) - plural of mumin 

Munkar (J^) - what is evil and opposed by the shareeah; in hadith terminology, a 
rejected, very weak hadith in which an unacceptable narrator relates something 
that contradicts what the acceptable sources state. 

Munqata (t^*) - in hadith terminology, a hadith whose chain has missing or broken 
links. 

Muraaqibah, al- - the feeling of being watched by Allah in all of one's acts. 

Murjiah, al- (^-j-1 1 ) - an early sect in the history of Islam and an opponent to the 
Khawaarij; they went to the opposite extreme concerning imaan and claimed 
that even the biggest sinner is a complete and perfect believer. 

Murjiites - A common Western term for the Murjiah 
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Mursal (J^j*)- this is the "strongest" type of weak hadith in which only the name of the 
Companion who originally narrated the hadith is missing from the chain. 

Mushaahadah, al- (sjaL1a!I) - personal witnessing, as in the case where the person feels 
he is actually seeing Allah in front of him while performing acts of worship. 

Mushrik (<£jZ*) - those who commit shirk (associate partners with Allah) 

Mushrikeen (o^j^) - plural of mushrik 

Muslim ) - one who submits 

Musnad (■^^) - a collection of hadith arranged not according to fiqh topic but according 
to the Companion who narrated the hadith; a second meaning for the term is a 
hadith that has an unbroken chain that goes all the way back to the Prophet 
(peace be upon him). 

Mustahab (' .'->"'"■ ■ " ) - a preferred or recommended act. 

Muta'asib ( s-i^mi. ) - one who blindly and rigidly follows a school of fiqh, regardless of 

the evidences presented against their view 
Mutafiqun alaih (<Jc (ji") - "agreed upon," in particular, it is in reference to a hadith 

that is recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim; all acceptable scholars "are 

agreed" that such a hadith is authentic. 
Mutah - temporary marriage; it is considered prohibited by all Sunni scholars. 
Mutakallimoon (o>»lSi«) - with respect to the scholars of Islamic legal theory, this is in 

reference to the Shafi'ees, Hanbalis and Malikis. This is because they started 

their approach from a theoretical point of view as opposed to the Hanafis, who 

are known as the fuqahaa or jurists because they started their approach to legal 

theory with the practical fiqh conclusions. 
Mutashaabihaat (t^J-ii.) - doubtful matters 

Mutawaatir (j^i") - something narrated in such a way, such as by so many people in 

each generation, that there is no question about its correctness and authenticity 
Mutazilah, al- (Aijs—Jl) - an early heretical group in the history of Islam. They were 

greatly responsible for the spread of Greek thinking among the Muslims. 

Among their beliefs was that the faasiq was neither a believer nor a disbeliever 

but he would be in the Hell-fire forever. 
Muttaqeen (o^) - people who possess taqwa or God-consciousness, fear of Allah and 

so forth 

Muttaqi (i^ 1 *) - singular of muttaqeen. 

Muzdalifah (<ikj*) - this is a place that a person is required to visit and stay at during 

the pilgrimage. 
Nafs (o*»0 - soul, person 

Najash, al- (u^ 1 ) - artificially raising prices against one another simply for the purpose 

of harming others. 
Nakirah (»j^) - grammatical term meaning indefinite noun. 

Nameemah, al- (4-^1) - the spreading of information about others in order to cause 

harm or injury 
Naseehah - sincere conduct, sincere advice 

Nifaaq (Sty - hypocrisy 
Ntsf - half of something 
Nisyaan, al- (uW**^) - forgetfulness 
Niyyah (^) - intention 
Noor (jy) - a light 
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Nushooz (j^-j) - marital discord wherein one of the partners violates the rights of the 

other marriage partner 
Nutfah - "a drop of fluid," one of the stages that a human goes through in the fetus 
Orientalists - non-Muslims who study or write about Islam 
Qaadhi al-Qudha (sUiill - the chief justice 

Qaaidah fiqhiyah (^j*^ i-icti) - a fiqh maxim or general principle that has applications 

that span a number of different fiqh areas 
Qabool, al- - acceptance, as in accepting whatever the shahaadah implies. 

Qadar, al- (j-^ 1 ) - Divine decree and preordainment 
Qadariyyah, al- (Su-^ 1 ) - the sect that denies the concept of al-qadar 
Qalb (^15) - heart 

Qaraain {Cy^J) - circumstantial and indirect evidence 
Qasd, al- ) - purpose, intent 

Qati'ee - definitive, certain; as opposed to dhanni which implies speculative or 

probable 

Qati'ee al-thaboot <^*^) - definitively confirmed, no question for any doubt 

about it. 

Qawl or qaul (Jj 5 ) - "statement," the scholars discuss statements of the heart (beliefs) as 

well as statements of the tongue 
Qiblah (^La) - the direction faced during the prayer, the direction of Makkah 
Qiyaas {o^) - analogy 

Qiyaas faasid (-^ o^) - an illogical or improper use of analogy. 
Qiyaas al-aks (o^\ u-W 5 ) - the opposite of the conclusion of an analogy for an opposite 
case. 

Qudsi (v- 35 ) - herein, it is used to refer to a hadith in which the Prophet (peace be upon 

him) transmits Allah's own words. 
Rabb (vj) - Lord, creator, one who nourishes and sustains 
Rahim (f^j) - womb 
Rai j) - personal opinion 

Rakat (^*£j), also commonly rakah - a "unit" or portion of the ritual prayer or salaat 
Riba (Wj) - interest 

Riyaa (*^j) - acting for the sake of show or to be seen by others. 

Rooh, al- (zjJ\) - the spirit, as in the spirit that is breathed into a fetus and gives it life. 

Rububiyyah, al- (<a#J\) - Related to the rabb (lord and creator) 

Rukhsah (^^j) - exemption or permission from the shareeah to do something that is, 

under ordinary circumstances, not to be done. 
Sa (t^) - this is a physical quantity of something; it is equivalent to an average sized 

man putting his two hands together and four times scooping up the quantity of 

something. 
Sabr (j^) - patience, perseverance 

Sadaqa (&^) - charity, usually used for charity other than the obligatory zakah but 

sometimes it does mean the obligatory alms or zakat. 
Sadd al-dharai ^) - "blocking the means," this is a concept in Islamic fiqh where 

if it is found that an act leads to something unlawful, the preliminary act would 

also be considered unlawful 
Sadooq (jj-^) - honest, a middle level, acceptable narrator 

Sahih this is an authentic or verified hadith of the Prophet (peace be upon him). 
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Sahih al-Bukhari (l? j^M 1 >) - the most authentic compilation of hadith; compil 
Imam al-Bukhari. 

Sahih lidhaatihi >) - this is a hadith that reaches the level of sahih on its own 

merit, without the need for any corroborating evidence. 
Sahih lighairihi (» - this is a hadith that has been raised to the level of sahih 

due to corroborating or supporting evidence. 
Sahih Muslim - the second most authentic compilation of hadith; compiled 

by Imam Muslim. 

Salaat (°^»), also commonly salat - the Islamic ritual prayer; literally, it means 
supplication. 

Salaat al-Tasbeeh (jy^ 1 »2L^) - This is a special prayer in which certain words of dhikr 
are repeated a number of times in each of the different movements of the 
prayer. 

Salaf, al- (i-iUU) - the first three generation of Muslims, in particular, the Companions, 

and those who follow their path 
Salafi (^) - one adhering to the way of the salaf 

Sami'iyyah attributes (<j±^>) - These are the "attributes of Allah known through 
transmitted reports" and they cannot be "proven" a priori logically or 
rationally. 

Shaadh (^>) - in hadith terminology, this refers to a hadith that is deemed weak because 
it is in open contradiction to what is narrated or reported through stronger 
sources or evidence. 

Shaam, al- (?^) - "Greater Syria," encompassing most of what is today Syria, 

Lebanon, Palestine and Jordan 
Shabaab (s^) - youth 

Shabaan (uW*^) - the eighth month of the Islamic calendar 

Shahaadah (SjW^) - "testimony," herein it refers to the testimony of faith, "I bear 
witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah and that Muhammad 
is the Messenger of Allah." 

Shaikh (j^) - religious leader, scholar or respected person, also used for Sufi leaders 

Shareeah Islamic law. 

Sharr (>i) - evil 

Short (-k >i) - condition, prerequisite 

Shawaal (<J^) - the tenth month of the Islamic calendar 

Shiah (**-iA) - a sectarian group founded years after the death of the Prophet (peace be 
upon him); they claim that Ali ibn Abu Taalib should have been the first 
caliph instead of Abu Bakr; and they claim to be the followers of the 
descendants of Ali 

Shirk (^j^)- the associating of partners with Allah. 

Shukr, al- (J^ 1 ) - giving thanks 

Sidq, al- (3*^) - sincerity, the opposite of lying, falsehood and hypocrisy. 
Siqt, al- (li-Jl) - the aborted fetus or miscarried child 
Siyaam - fast 

Soorah also commonly Surah - a "chapter" of the Quran 

Subhaanallah uW")- "how exalted and great is Allah above any form of 
imperfection or fault" 
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Sufis - these are the groups among Muslims that emphasize mystical practices, 

remembrance of Allah and other aspects. 
Sulaama (is*^) - the small bones in the hands and feet 
Sunnah - practice of the Prophet (peace be upon him). 

Sunnah muakadah this is a stressed sunnah or a practice whose 

performance, although falling short of being obligatory, is greatly stressed. 

Sunan (a 1 ") - plural of sunnah; it is also a term used for a collection of hadith that is 
arranged according to fiqh topic and whose main concern is fiqh matters and 
not matters of belief. 

Surah this is a "chapter" from the Quran. 

Surah al-Faatiha (^ajlill - This is the opening chapter of the Quran. 
Taaghoot (^jtUa) - false god or false object of worship 

Tadlees (u-J^l)- lit., deception; with respect to hadith sciences, it has many variations. 
One of the most common is where Mr. A will say, "On the authority of Mr. X," 
while, although Mr. A had heard hadith directly from Mr. X, he did not hear 
that particular hadith directly from Mr. X but through some intermediary 
source. If a narrator is known for committing frequent tadlees, his narration 
will not be accepted unless he explicitly shows that he heard the hadith directly 
from the one on whose authority he is narrating it. If he uses a vague term, such 
as an ("on the authority of), his narration will not be accepted. 

Tadlees al-taswiyah (aj_^JI u*Jjj) - this is one of the worst forms of tadlees; here, the 
person drops a weak narrator from further up in the chain and replaces his 
name with the word an ("on the authority of). If someone does not spot this 
deception, he may believe that the chain is acceptable. 

Tafseer (j^) - Quranic commentary and exegesis. 

Tafweedh (i_ksj«j) - recording the text, such as a verse of the Quran, as it is and then 
stating that the meaning of the word is known only to Allah and has no 
understandable meaning to humans. 

Tahaarah (°jW^=) - purity 

Tahleelah - the saying, "There is none worthy of worship except Allah" (laa 

ilaaha illa-llaah). 

Tahmeedah ("-V^) - the saying, "All praises are for Allah" (al-hamdulilaah) 
Takbeer (_«£>)- this is the saying of "Allahu Akbar," "Allah is greater." 
Takbeerah (°j^) - saying, "Allahu akbar," one time 

Takhreej (ssj^ 2 ) - this is the study of the source works in which a hadith can be found as 
well as a discussion of its chain of narrators and the grading of the hadith itself. 

Taqdeer (jj-^) - the assuming of words in a sentence that the speaker intentionally left 
unstated. 

Taqwa (lsj«j) - the fear of Allah, being mindful of Allah, God-consciousness 
Tasurrufaat (^j^) - dispositions, usufruct dealings, such as sales contracts, leasing 

contracts, marriage contracts, divorce and so forth 
Tasbeehah (* •*}> • *'< ) - the statement, subhaanallah. 
Tasdeeq (iji-^) - affirmation, belief 

Tasleem (^") - the saying of, assalaam alaikum; in particular, it is the saying of that 

statement to signify the finishing of the prayer. 
Taubah (^y), commonly also tawbah - repentance 
Tauheed, al- (also, tawheed, tawhid, tauhid) (-^j^) - Islamic monotheism 
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Tauheed al-Asmaa wa al-Sifaat (<IjU-J1j »L»Jyi - tauheed of Allah with respect to 
His names and attributes; He is the only one who possesses His perfect, 
complete and majestic attributes. 

Tauheed al-Ruboobiyah ^y) - the tauheed of Allah with respect to His 

Lordship and His actions, such as He is the only creator, the only sustainer, the 
only one who maintains and nourishes the creation and so forth. 

Tauheed al-Uloohiyah (*j»_>JSfl - the tauheed of Allah with respect to His 

Godhood; in other words, He is the only God and the only one worthy of 
worship and, hence, He is the only one that a person should take as his God 
and object of worship. 

Taweel (Jjj^)- this is the reinterpretation of a text when one claims that its literal 
meaning is not what is meant; it was resorted to by later scholars to deny some 
of the attributes of Allah as mentioned in the Quran and sunnah. 

Tayammum (?*f>) - this is the ritual washing with soil when, for example, water is not 
available to make ablution. 

Tazeer, al- (jij*^ 1 ) - discretionary punishments determined by the judge for those 
offenses that do not have a prescribed (hudood) punishment. 

Tazkiyyah (<& jj) - process of purification of the soul 

Thayyib (^) - someone who has had legal sexual intercourse even if at the present time 

he is not married, such as a widower or a divorced man. 
Thiqa or thiqah - a trustworthy narrator 
Uff 0-"') - a slight word of rebuke 

Uluhiyyah - related to the ilaah (God, worshipped one) 

Umm al-Kitaab pi) - literally, "the foundation or mother of the book," it is in 

reference to Surah al-Faatiha 

Ummah (^>i) - "nation, people," it refers either to the Muslim nation or the people who 
have been addressed by the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), which 
would be all of mankind from his time until the day of Judgment. 

Umoom al-muqtadha ( ^ivSal l - the generality of the assumed, missing word; when 
a sentence requires the assumption of certain unstated words in order for the 
sentence to be considered meaningful, this is the process of assuming as much 
as one can logically assume; those who do not approve of this concept say the 
one must assume as little as possible as long as the sentence will make sense. 

Umrah - the "lesser pilgrimage" that contains less rites than Hajj and may be 

performed throughout the year. 

Usool, al- (J^=^') - this word has various meanings, dependent on the context; in 
general, it means the fundamental issues, as opposed to the secondary issues 
known as furoo. Sometimes it refers to matters of belief while the furoo would 
then be legal matters. 

Waajib (v^'j)- usually used to mean a mandatory or obligatory act. 

Wahdat al-wujood ^j) - pantheism; monism; the deviant belief that everything 

is one and that one is God. 

Wajdain, al- (oi=-*y\) - the two external jugular veins 

Wali (cAj) - a wali of Allah is a devoted servant of Allah; singular of auliyaa 

Waqaayah (^j) - "to protect," this is the root of the word taqwa 

Wara ' (t-)j) - fear of Allah, great concern as to how one acts with respect to Allah 

Witr (>j) - this is a late-night ritual prayer that consists of an odd number of rakats 
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Wudhu (e^j) - ablution, the ritual washing before the ritual prayers. 
Yaqeen, at- - certainty, free of any doubt 
Zaani (i^'j) - a man who commits zina (illegal sexual intercourse). 
Zandiqah (^j) - a hypocrite who is openly showing Islam but is secretly working 
against Islam. 

Zakat - one of the five pillars of Islam; it is the portion of one's wealth that one 
must give away for the sake of Allah to certain people as specified in the 
Quran. 

Zina (Ijj) - illegal sexual intercourse; fornication 
Zindeeq (lm-^ j) - same as zandiqah 

Ziyaadat-ul-thiqa S-^j) - additions to a narration that are narrated by a trustworthy 
narrator 

Zuhd (■» j) - Islamic asceticism; it does not mean not working in this world but it means 
having one's heart attached to the Hereafter instead of to this world. 
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1199, 1203, 1204, 1209, 
1297, 1304, 1316, 1322, 
1323, 1333 

Hajj - see pilgrimage 

hasad 766, 1026-1037 

Hasan, Ahmad 1225, 1227, 1230, 
1238, 1334 
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Ibn Uthaimeen, Muhammad 25, 31, 84, 
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244, 250, 253, 255, 311, 347, 
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625, 654, 684, 713, 753, 755, 
776, 777, 780, 781, 791, 834, 
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872, 878, 879, 1013, 1030, 
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idhmaar 108-109, 1205, 1405 
Idris, Jafar 1-3, 207, 233, 247, 252, 
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585, 677, 725, 1 157, 1323, 
1352 

Imaan 

complete and lacking 188-193 

components of 1 76- 1 80 

concept of 165-199 

definitions of 1 65- 1 76 

increases and decreases 185-188 

relation to deeds 180-185 

vis-a-vis Islam and ihsaan 199-201 
Intention - see niyyah 
Istiqaamah 683-695 

jihad 35, 36, 37, 53, 68, 79, 117, 122, 
138, 194, 207,280,284, 300, 
306, 313, 320-321, 393, 403, 

406, 421, 423, 459, 473, 516, 
521, 528, 537, 539, 569, 574, 
587, 606, 641, 642, 702, 798, 
803, 859, 866, 867, 869, 878, 
879, 894, 907-912, 914, 915, 
999, 1005, 1020, 1022, 1043, 
1110, 1 112, 1154, 1177, 
1336, 1353, 1355 

khuluq (proper behavior) 593-597, 
836-843 

Last Day, belief in, 239-246 

Malik ibn Anas 70, 93, 96, 139, 143, 
181, 276, 280, 315, 355, 405, 

407, 426, 462, 474, 480, 483, 
484, 485, 514, 515, 517, 559, 
561, 883, 928, 929, 931, 933, 
934, 938, 941, 951-2, 956, 
969, 971, 974, 1036, 1037, 
1042, 1086, 1094, 1187, 
1 188, 1 191, 1241, 1250, 
1251, 1327, 1333, 1334, 
1339, 1341, 1343, 1344, 
1345, 1348 

Maudoodi, A. 367, 717, 1 141, 1281, 
1340 

messengers, belief in, 236-240 
Mujaahid 676, 928, 929, 930, 1123, 
1258, 1333, 1343 



munkar, changing it 985-1024 
al-Munaawi, A. 471, 472, 587, 663, 

804, 808,818, 1305, 1343 
Muslim ibn al-Hajjaaj, about 144-145 
Musnad Ahmad, hadith from 62, 87, 
94, 100, 139, 155, 281, 321, 
326, 327, 334, 351, 364, 377, 
398, 427, 433, 455, 469, 485, 
489, 494, 495, 496, 501, 509, 
542, 549, 557, 573, 604, 605, 
606, 607, 608, 610, 630, 633, 
660, 680, 681, 689, 699, 711, 
712, 720, 721, 745, 797, 815, 
833, 834, 843, 846, 859, 860, 
896, 897, 898, 984, 1017, 
1021, 1026, 1035, 1077, 
1107, 1258, 1302, 1304, 1305 

naseehah 399-414 
Al-Nawawi, Yahya 

aqeedah 17-26 

austerity 14-15 

fiqh madhhab 26-28 

jihad and bravery 33-46 

writings 28-32 
neighbors 530-535, 

Niyyah, detailed meaning of 104-107, 
112-134 

patience 635-646, 732-734 
pilgrimage (hajj) 

delaying 3 1 5-3 1 6 

importance of 3 1 2-3 1 4 

meaning of 312 

obligatory upon 3 1 4-3 1 5 
prayers 

Importance of 299-303, 725-727 

late-night prayers 902-905 

meaning of "establishing the prayer" 

296-299 
meaning of salaat 295-296 
ruling concerning one who does not 

pray 302-306 

Qaadhi Iyaadh 19, 21, 22, 159, 682, 

803, 813, 1112, 1342 
Qadar - see Divine decree 
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Qataadah 744, 1 122, 1 197, 1 198, 1342 

qudsi hadith 745-750 

al-Qurtubi, M. 112, 266, 270, 276, 

330, 674, 719, 721, 996, 

1008, 1250, 1342 

al-Raaghib al-Isfahaani 296, 400, 594, 
771, 1342 

al-Raazi, F. 21, 298, 344, 396, 558, 
581, 689, 719, 1135, 1208, 
1230, 1345 

Rightly-guided successors 875-882 

al-Saadi, A. 207, 208, 214, 303, 1338, 
1344 

al-Sadlaan, S. 105, 126, 969, 1045, 
1344 

Sahih al-Bukhari, about 145-146 
hadith from - not indexed due to 

frequent occurrence 
Sahih Muslim, about 145-146 
hadith from - not indexed due to 

frequent occurrence 
salaat - see "prayers" 
al-Shaatibi, Ibraaheem 73, 81, 126, 

147, 148, 885, 886, 888, 942, 

945, 1345 

Al-Shafi'ee, Muhammad 26, 27, 32, 
71, 98, 99, 106, 182, 427, 
433, 463, 516, 523, 560, 750, 
855, 884, 935, 939, 953, 971, 
1037, 1048, 1207, 1223, 
1242, 1246, 1251, 1252, 
1253, 1328, 1333, 1342, 
1345, 1347 

shahaadah, 
conditions of 283-290 
meaning of second part 291-295 

al-Shaukaani, M. 85, 317, 365, 368, 
380, 381, 382, 395, 538, 827, 
878, 1132, 1133, 1 137, 1 138, 
1139, 1147, 1155, 1 156, 
1157, 1158, 1 159, 1 160, 
1171, 1172, 1173, 1 175, 
1177, 1179, 1180, 1345 

Signs of the Hour 268-274 

siyaam - see "fast" 



Sunan Abu Daxvood, hadith from 54, 
55, 93, 154, 326, 363, 376, 

397, 508, 517, 518, 524, 527, 
548, 556, 659, 796, 956, 982, 
1009, 1014, 1062, 1075, 1321 

Suyooti, J. 19, 105, 469, 834, 856, 948, 
949, 1199, 1249, 1304, 1342, 
1346 

al-Tabari, M. 65, 1 13, 123, 182, 298, 
344, 430, 431, 452, 1 126, 
1328, 1334, 1345, 1347 
taqdeer 109-112, 804-805 
taqwa, details about 575-585 
al-Tahaawi, A. 58, 94, 350, 351, 866, 

876, 1196, 1 197, 1335, 1347 
tauheed 203-229 
divided into three categories 204-216 
divided into two categories 2 16-227 
tauheed al-asma wa al-Sifaat 213- 
216 

tauheed al-ruboobiyah 205-206 
tauheed al-uloohiyah 206-21 3 
tauheed in practice 2 1 8-227 
tauheed in theory 2 1 8 

Umar ibn al-Khattaab 91, 94, 96, 97, 
99-101, 152, 153, 154, 158, 
160, 161, 162, 198, 228, 248, 
273, 279, 280, 292, 297, 315, 

398, 404, 407, 410, 413, 426, 
429, 433, 440, 510, 514, 526, 
567, 606, 652, 665, 681, 694, 
750, 865, 874, 875, 876, 878, 
879, 880, 881, 963, 965, 966, 
967, 969, 974, 1012, 1018, 
1041, 1087, 1138, 1147, 
1220, 1234, 1280, 1295, 
1327, 1328, 1329, 1330, 
1333, 1340, 1343, 1347, 1348 

umoom al-maqtadha 1 206- 1211 
Uthmaan ibn Affaan 101, 366, 399, 
405, 409, 509, 574, 751, 873, 
875, 876, 877, 879, 880, 881, 
882, 924, 1180, 1329, 1338, 
1341, 1344, 1348, 1349 
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voluntary deeds 703ff, 1 150ff 

Weak hadith, use of 70-88 
wrongdoing - see dhulm 

Zakat 
importance of 307-31 1 
meaning of 307 
ruling concerning one who did not give 

zakat311-313 
al-Zarkashi, B. 436, 885, 1210, 1226, 
1349 

al-Zuhri, M. 95, 281, 358, 480, 481, 
482, 483, 484, 485, 486, 487, 
533, 707, 915, 952, 966, 967, 
1186, 1342, 1344, 1349 
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About the Book 

From the Introduction by Dr. Jaafar Sheikh Idris 

This is a great commentary on a great book. Br. Jamaal Zatabozo is to be congrat- 
ulated for producing such a scholarly work. He is also to be thanked for giving the English 
speaking students of Islam the chance to taste the flavor of in-depth knowledge of hadith, a 
flavor that has been up to now the prerogative of speakers of Islamic languages, especially 
Arabic. He is also to be commended for choosing al-Nawawi's Forty Hadith because they are 
known to be among the most important sayings of the Prophet (peace be upon him >. In-depth 
knowledge of them is thus sure to give the reader, even if he or she is a novice, a compre- 
hensive view of the most fundamental Islamic beliefs and principles. No wonder that this 
book has been for hundreds of years among the most popular of Islamic books in the Muslim 
world... There are many commentaries on this book from which Br. Zarabozo has definitely 
benefited: but his is not a mere translation or summary of those commentaries— it is an orig- 
inal commentary the English speaking reader will find more useful and interesting than mere 
translations of those traditional commentaries. 

The advantage of this book comes out clearly in the original method the author fol- 
lowed in his study of these prophetic sayings... the author delves into the main business of 
studying the hadith in great detail and depth. Every phrase of the hadith is studied linguisti- 
cally, logically, jurisprudentially. legally, and so on. The author uses his vast knowledge of 
the sources to put before the reader almost all that scholars old and new had to say on mat- 
ters related to the hadith and almost alJ the lessons that they had deduced from it. But he does 
not only quote and translate; he also adds, discusses and evaluates. He gives you all the 
important inteipretations of different parts of the hadith text and the arguments of the schol- 
ars who suggested them, This gives the reader the chance to penetrate the minds of those 
great scholars and to familiarize himself with their reasoning and argumentation... 
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